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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL
A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held after the Annual Town Council Meeting at 7.30 pm on Tuesday, 11th May 2010 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor Mrs C M Brown

Chairman
Councillor C W Cross

Councillor I F Jelley

Councillor D W Jones

Councillor N A Matthew

Councillor A J Mills

Councillor R D Roebuck

Councillor Mrs L A Russell

Councillor K D Sumpter

406
APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillors Pote, Spendlove and Mrs Talbot.

407
COMMUNITY POLICING
General Report
PCSOs Jayne Breeze and Peter Firth were present at the Meeting, and reported that there were 48 crimes during April as follows:-

Theft of motor vehicle - 1

Theft from motor vehicles - 4

Criminal damage - 7

Domestics - 9

Anti-social behaviour - 3

Burglary dwelling - 8

Violence offences - 5

Theft -/handling - 4

Arson - 1

Attempted burglaries - 3

Weapons - 1

Sexual offences - 2.

PCSO Breeze also went through the figures so far during May.  It was reported that the large white lining lorry which used to park in Columbus Crescent has now been sorted out, as well as the vehicle parking outside the Library.  Anti-social behaviour is one of their priorities and they have a strategy to deal with this, to try and make sure there is no tragedy here as happened elsewhere in the country where a woman killed herself and her daughter.  If someone puts in a complaint more than three times in a year, or is vulnerable, the Police will take action.  They feel they are aware of who the repeat offenders might be but this strategy should assist and they hope it will give residents more confidence to report such issues.
Councillor Mills said someone came to the town centre on a Saturday during the day, but all the disabled parking spaces were filled by people who did not need these spaces.  They therefore had to park in the main area which is not so convenient for disabled people.

Councillor Sumpter had received a letter from the Junior School about an incident of a man trying to get someone into a car.  PCSO Firth thought the Schools handled this very well.  He did not think anyone had been caught yet but this is being thoroughly investigated.  This person suggested he was a Police Officer although he was not in a uniform, so people need to be very much aware of this.

Councillor Jelley said there was an attempted break-in at Magellan Close and it was confirmed this was on the list the Officers had.  This is the second attempt in this area.  A resident said there was a light grey/silver Ford transit van by Rose Close on the day of the attempted burglary.  He did not have the registration number but gave a brief description of the occupants.  Councillor Jones asked if the Police were aware of any thefts from the Shotwell Mill Lane allotments because two wheelbarrows and a rake were taken from that area.  There is no security on these allotments which back onto Cambridge Street.  Apparently there is not the same problem at Brachers Allotments.  Councillor Sumpter reported that No.35 Kingsley Road is being refurbished so is empty and this is being broken into and the cable and other items removed.  The owner hopes to have the property secured within the next week, when the windows are put in.
PCSOs Breeze and Firth left the Meeting.  The Clerk reported that she had received a reply from the Borough Council to our request for more visits by the Traffic Warden that they have forwarded a copy of our letter to the Police for the attention of the Warden.

408
MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Mills and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th April 2010 be confirmed and signed.

409
ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Proposed Community Project
This is a standing item on the Agenda, and there was nothing to report at this Meeting.

Town Centre Partnership
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 26th April 2010 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  The Clerk reported that there had been a delay in the advertisement page in the Evening Telegraph because the newspaper needed the Partnership's payment of half the cost about a week before the page was published.  She had therefore prepared a cheque form for £352.50 which includes VAT to send to Northamptonshire Newspapers.  It was AGREED that we would like the page in the paper on Friday, 21st May which should give time for the cheque to be cleared.  The Clerk had also prepared a cheque form for £423 payable to HF Design for the artwork, design and layout for the new information board and the leaflets.

It was MOVED by Councillor Sumpter, SECONDED by Councillor Matthew and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted and the two cheque forms signed.
Shotwell Mill Lane Allotments
A response had been received from the Borough Council about security at these allotments that they suggest any incidents are reported to the Police so that they can take appropriate steps to increase security, if this is a regular occurrence. Unfortunately the Borough Council does not have funds to provide any adequate security measures, but the Allotment Association could apply for a small grant from the Borough of up to £300, for fencing, gates, signs etc.  The application can be downloaded from the Borough website or Mr Kish Lad would be happy to assist or advise on the form if necessary.  It was AGREED to let Councillor Jones have a copy of this E-mail so he can pass it to the allotment holders.

Pocket Park
The Clerk had details of the Summer Sortie and the workshop programme for pocket parks.  The Sorties will be held on Friday, 4th June and Saturday, 12th June 2010 at various locations.
Councillor Jones reported that he and Councillor Pote were to meet Rose Little, the County Pocket Parks Officer, the following day so that she could advise as to what work should be carried out to open up the walkways, without disturbing the wildlife. 

Carnival 2010 
A letter had been received from Kay Hughes, the Carnival Secretary of the Citizens' Welfare Committee, that this will take place on Saturday, 10th July 2010 and the parade will leave Moorfield Road at 1.30 pm and arrive back at Hospital Hill at around 2.30 pm.  They would once again be grateful if the Town Councillors would consider assisting them with marshalling the parade.  Councillor Matthew said that Councillor Pote has already asked him to organise this on behalf of the Town Council, and several Members indicated they could assist.
As to providing a level area in Manor Park for the displays, it has now been agreed that this will be done after this year's Carnival.  The Borough Council did suggest that for this year we could just  put the soil down and roll this, but it has now been agreed between all the parties that the Citizens' Welfare Committee can manage for one more year.  

Adult Learning Week
The Clerk reported that the Borough Council Adult Learning Trailer would be in Market Hill Square on Wednesday, 19th May 2010 from about 10.00 am to 2.00 pm to publicise Adult Learning Week.

Motorcycle Festival
The Chairman asked if anyone knew whether the Blue Bell Inn are still to hold a Motor Cycle Festival, as apparently the field at the top of Desborough Road will not be available to provide a camping area for this.
410
HIGHWAYS
Nosehill Footpath
The Chairman and Clerk had pursued the removal of the old fence and barbed wire, and an E-mail dated 6th May 2010 had been received from Daniel Oliver of Bovis Homes that work was about to be started to do this.  Councillor Jones confirmed that this has now been done satisfactorily.

Additional Grit Bins
Copies of the letter from the Borough Council about where additional grit bins were needed had been available at the last Meeting, with explanation of the points system for this. It  was AGREED that we would request bins at the following locations:-

(1)
By the junction of Stanley Street and Norton Street.

(2)
At a suitable location in Ragsdale Street.

(3)
By the junction of Rushton Road and Crispin Street, possibly on the corner by No.1 

Crispin Street.

(4)
In  Glendon Road, near the access to Dempsey Drive.

(5)
In Marlow Close, for access into Evison Road.

Change of Priorities in the High Street
We had E-mailed Mr Nick Gore, the County Highways Liaison Officer and sent him a copy of the plan we have had for some time but have not yet received a reply.  If we  do not hear soon, we will send a reminder.

A14 Traffic Scheme
Copies of the Spring Newsletter on this work were available at this Meeting. 
411
PLANNING
Report of the Planning Referee
Councillor Jones presented the Report.  We had received a reply from the Borough Planning Department in connection with KET/2010/0211 which was on the planning list in respect of a truck stop on land south of the A14 and east of Orton Road.  This is a formal request for a Screening Opinion as to whether a full Environmental Impact Assessment is required, and was publicised so that people are aware of developers' interest in land.  This application does require a full EIA and once this has been received we will be sent a letter requesting our observations.
Notification had been received that the Appeal had been refused for four dwellings at the rear of Nos. 99-101 Rushton Road.

The following Refusals had been received:-

KET/2010/0127
27 Bridge Street - Illuminated projecting sign for Market Harborough BS.

KET/2010/0176
Crispin Street Garage - Development to provide three flats.

The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2010/0100
64 Connolly Drive - Extensions.

KET/2010/0129
27 Bridge Street - Illuminated fascia sign for Market Harborough BS.

KET/2010/0142
5 Vickers Close - Extension.

KET/2010/0145
2 Cabot Close - Extension.

The following Planning Applications had been received, and the Town Council's observations were as stated:-

KET/2010/0099
6 Tebbutt Close - Extension.




No objection.

KET/2010/0170
Charter Park Development - Two semi-detached dwellings.




No objection: we welcome the eco-innovation here.

KET/2020/0250
28 Scott Avenue - Conservatory.




No objection.

KET/2010/0260
The Old Bakery, 19 Market Hill - Variation of condition 2 of 



KET/2008/0508 in respect of opening hours.






No objection.

KET/2010/0266
12 Bridge Street - Change of use of first floor from office (B1) to 



gymnasium (D2).




No objection.

KET/2010/0285
Land west of Rothwell Town Football Club, Cecil Street - Renewal of 


extant Permission KET.2007/0315 for replacement of training area and 


floodlighting.




No objection.

Crispin Street Garage
Councillor Jelley mentioned this old garage, where Planning Permission has recently been refused for three flats because the design is not in character and the vehicular access was not suitable.  He was asked to look at this by the resident next to the site because at the rear of the building there is what appears to be a large asbestos roof although the application stated that there is no hazardous material on the site.  There were also petrol pumps there which we do not believe have been removed.  The drainage from the old garage seems to be connected into the main sewer which could also cause a problem.
It was AGREED to write to Peter Chaplin , the Borough Development Control Manager, and Ms Shirley Plenderleith, the Borough Head of Environmental Care Services, with a copy to Councillor Jelley.

Kettering Urban Extension Area Action Plan
A letter had been received from Simon Richardson, the Borough Development Manager, that this Area Action Plan has been withdrawn because two Planning Applications have been given Approval and the issues were dealt with in this way.

Anaerobic Digester
Payments are made to local communities which have wind farms, but it was not known if we would receive anything from the development of the anaerobic digester.  It was MOVED by Councillor Jones, SECONDED by Councillor Mills and RESOLVED to write to the County Planning Department to ask whether Rothwell is to receive any s.106 monies.

412
MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Possible  Capital Projects
This is a standing item on the Agenda and there was nothing to report at the present time.
Village Voices Radio Programme
An E-mail had been received from Barbara Burton, the Village Voices Co-ordinator at Market Harborough FM 102.3 that the presenters and their team are looking forward to meeting the residents and hearing about life in Rothwell.  Ms Burton asked if we could suggest a suitable venue and a local village newsletter she could contact to promote the Village Voices event.  For further information people can go to the Harborough FM website.

It was AGREED to suggest that the ground floor of the Market House is currently empty and could be used after 6th June when Rowell Fair finishes,  As to publicity, there is not a village newsletter but the event could be publicised in the Evening Telegraph and we could put this on the town website.  In addition, Rothwell Carnival is on 10th July 2010 and they might be willing to put something in their brochure.

Gala Evening
A letter had been received from Tim Bellamy of the Borough Community Services Department that they would like to organise some publicity in recognition of the Gala receiving a grant from them.  This will take place at 6.00 pm on Monday, 24th May 2010 in the Council Chamber at the Borough offices.  They would be grateful if we could send some photographs beforehand.  It was AGREED that Councillor Mrs Brown as Chairman would attend on behalf of the Town Council and the Gala Committee.

Training Courses
We had received notification of courses in May, two organised by Northamptonshire CALC on "Engaging with Communities" and "Playground Safety".  There is also a course on public spending organised by the Participatory Budgeting Unit.  It was AGREED to take no action here.

413
FINANCIAL REPORT

General Statement

The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Sumpter, SECONDED by Councillor Matthew and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee





Service or Goods


Amount

Northants CALC (Paid 27.4.10)

Planning Seminar Fee


  £22.00

British Telecom (Paid 27.4.10)

Phone and Broadband


£196.13

Mrs C E Mackay 



Clerk's Salary



£477.70

Ricoh UK Limited



Photocopier Maintenance

  £23.90

Rothwell Town Centre Partnership

Grant



          £2200.00

Cash





Petty Cash



  £20.00

Accounts & Annual Return
Copies of the Accounts had been circulated prior to this Meeting with the Agenda for the Annual Parish Meeting.  The Clerk had now prepared the Annual Return and copies of the accounts summary and the accounting statements were available at this Meeting.

It was MOVED by Councillor Sumpter, SECONDED by Councillor Jelley and RESOLVED that the Annual Return be approved and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.

The Meeting closed at 8.37 pm.









Chairman








Date
