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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL

A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 12th January 2010 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor A J Mills

Chairman

Councillor Mrs C M Brown

Councillor C W Cross

Councillor R D Roebuck

Councillor Mrs L A Russell

Councillor M W Spendlove

361
PRAYERS
Before the business of the Council commenced, the Revd Roger Smith said Prayers for this first Meeting in 2010, and ask for peace in the country and the world, and also mentioned the organisations and businesses in Rothwell.

362
APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillors Jones, Matthew, Pote, Sumpter and Mrs Talbot.

363
COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
PCSO Paul Miller was present at the Meeting and had the crime figures, which showed a total of 32 crimes in Rothwell during Decembers as follows:-

Burglary dwelling – 4

Burglary other – 2

Criminal Damage – 9 (includes minor incidents of throwing snowballs)

Deception/fraud – 3

Other offences – 1

Theft from motor vehicles – 1

Theft/handling – 5

Theft of motor vehicles – 1

Violence offences – 6 (includes domestic incidents).

PCSO Miller said they were particularly concerned about two of the burglary dwelling incidents, as these were distraction burglaries by people who pretended to be Police Officers.  However, overall December had fairly low crime figures compared with some of the months earlier this year.

Alcohol Exclusion Zone
The Clerk had prepared a list of the Licensees to be contacted about the Meeting on 4th February, and this was AGREED.  PCSO Miller said there is the experience of such Zones in both Desborough and Burton Latimer, and this has proved to be very helpful and gives the Police an additional means of dealing with drink related problems.  People who cause problems in the street have not always come out of the public houses so the people running these do not have anything to fear from an Alcohol Exclusion Zone.  This only really impacts on underage drinkers and it is a tool against anti-social behaviour.  Councillor Mrs Russell referred to Rowell Fair and Councillor Mrs Brown said there would need to be an annual licence for this.

364
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
There were no questions from member of the public.

365
MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Brown, SECONDED by Councillor Cross and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th December 2009 be confirmed and signed.

366
ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Bus Stops, Rothwell Medical Centre
Copies of the latest correspondence had been circulated prior to this Meeting, and a copy was handed to Mr West.  The County Council confirmed they had now had the necessary Meeting and are to go forward with a proposal to locate two bus stops near the Medical Centre on a trial basis to see how the buses and cars work.  The concept is based on no lay-bys for the stops and to put them as near to the Centre as possible.  When MGWSP have assessed the best locations, they will consult with stakeholders, including Mr Hammond at the Borough Council, on the plans and hopefully this will be done by the end of January.  They felt this is the sensible way forward and one that shows the County is working towards the highway improvements expected of the s.106 contribution.

Town Centre Partnership
It was confirmed that the Meeting of the Partnership due to be held on 11th January had been postponed because of the weather.  One item which the Clerk had wanted a decision on was the directional sign, where the cost for installation of the extra arms will be £175, rather than the £105 originally anticipated.  The Partnership had said that if the overall cost was slightly more than the estimate, this would be acceptable.  It was AGREED that £175 was reasonable and the Clerk could ask for the work to be done.

As to the revised date, it was AGREED the next Partnership Meeting would be held at 7.30 pm on Monday, 25th January 2010 in the Market House.

Former Health Centre Building
Councillor Mrs Brown said that Councillor Pote had raised the question at the Borough Council about the former Health Centre property.  This is deteriorating and is being vandalised regularly.  Mr Martin Hammond, the Borough Deputy Chief Executive, is writing to the Primary Care Trust to see if they would be willing to sell this to the Borough and this could be put to a community use.  Councillor Mrs Brown had details of the contact at NHS Northamptonshire.  

It was AGREED that the Town Council should also write to them and ask them to consider selling the building to the Borough Council. 

Spring Gardens
The Chairman said the residents of Spring Gardens no longer get provided with refuse bags, which they need because the flats do not have anywhere to put a bin.  Councillor Mrs Brown will make enquiries about this at the Borough Council.

Pocket Park
The Clerk had received details of a training event at Newton Field Centre on 16th February, and four members were invited to attend.  It was AGREED to circulate the details for the next Meeting.

We had also heard from a group of young people which could be available to assist with work on the Pocket Park.

Good Friday Witness
Councillor Jones was unable to attend as he was unwell, but had sent an E-mail asking if the Town Council could consider supporting Churches Together in Rothwell in moving the location for the Good Friday Witness.  Major Richard Cook of the Salvation Army was present at the Meeting to explain this and it was AGREED that Standing Orders would be suspended to allow him to speak to the Meeting.  Major Cook explained that they wanted to move the event from in front of the Market House to the top of the Market Hill Square as they consider this will be safer.  They did try and arrange this for 2009 but the County and Borough Councils said that it was not up to them to agree, and Churches Together should ask the Town Council and the Lord of the Manor.  Councillor Cross thought this would be a good idea, especially as we already have the Fair and the Gala in the Square.  

It was AGREED to ask Mr Robert Denton whether the Lord of the Manor would be agreeable, and also to inform the Borough Council that the Town Council has agreed the Witness on Good Friday can take place at the top of Market Hill Square.  We will also ask Mr Denton if he could assist with some cones.

Former Health Centre Building
Major Cook also commented on this building that he felt the number of young people in Rothwell was increasing and there needs to be a drop-in centre for them, perhaps with an internet café in the evening.  The Trinity Centre is very nice but is not ideal because young people consider this is a Church.  The Salvation Army Citadel is not ideal either because of the hill.  It might be that Churches Together in Rothwell could work with the Town and Borough Councils in connection with the former Health Centre building.  There would also need to be volunteers, perhaps from the older age group.

Litter Picking
Councillor Mrs Talbot had sent copies of her letters to CPRE and the Borough Environmental Services Department about litter picking, that children should not be used as voluntary litter pickers because of the risks to them.  Copies of these letters were available at this Meeting.

367
HIGHWAYS

Grit Bins
It was noted that the grit bins have not yet been re-filled, although the Clerk had been assured they were to start doing this throughout the County the previous Tuesday.  Councillor Cross said the bin in Moorfield Road has been filled.  Councillor Mrs Brown asked the Practice about gritting the Medical Centre but they said they would not do this in case they were sued.  However she saw people filling the grit bins that day, and felt they could also put some at the Medical Centre as it was impossible to walk there.  The Clerk will chase this if the bins are not filled shortly.

Councillor Mrs Talbot had also reported that she had received a request for a grit bin near Fanny Joyce's Lane, but the County will not do this when the roadway is gritted on a precautionary basis, and the other requirement is for there to be someone in the area who will spread the grit.  It was AGREED to wait and see what happens in the next period of bad weather.

Highways Representatives Scheme
Copies of the presentation from the Highway Representatives Annual Day had been circulated prior to this Meeting, for information.  

County/MGWSP Questionnaire
Copies of this questionnaire had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was AGREED to take no action here.

Blocked Driveway
Councillor Cross reported that a resident of Harrington Road had complained that their driveway was frequently blocked by other cars, or the visibility blocked when they try and come out.  He wants to know if he can have a white line in front of his access.  

It was felt that this is obstruction, so the resident could contact the Police.  There was a similar issue with Pino Plant in Glendon Road and we did raise this but he has not got any white lines there.  The Clerk thought that some years ago, Atkins would provide a white line but the resident had to pay for this.  It was AGREED to find out if this is possible.

368
PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
Councillor Spendlove reported that there was the following Approval:-

KET/2009/0591
10 Bridge Street, Fascia and projecting signs.

Condition 7 stated that the fascia sign panel hereby permitted shall sit flat against the façade of the existing building, and shall not project beyond the existing shop front.  However, the Clerk was asked to check that this means the existing projecting sign will be removed, and to find out what intensity and hours of illumination will be permitted.

Notice of Appeals for the following Refusals had been received:-

KET/2009/0217
Land to rear of 99-101 Rushton Road – Four dwellings.

KET/2009/0479
1-3 Bell Hill – New shop front (appeal against time limit).

It was AGREED to request a copy of the decision on the Application in respect of land to the rear of 99-101 Rushton Road.

The following Applications had been received and the Town Council's observations were agreed as stated:-               

KET/2009/696 )
21 Market Hill – Change of use of ground floor rear flat to A1 retail, first KET/2009/699 )
floor rear flat to B1 office including new external door and staircase, 


French windows with Juliet balcony, various internal alterations.

No objection, provided the French windows and Juliet balcony do not overlook any residential property.

Planning Aid Seminar
Copies of the notes from this Seminar had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  The Clerk will keep details of Planning Aid, in case this is needed in future.

Market Street/Sheep Street, Kettering
We had received one copy of the brochure on the proposed public realm improvements o Market Street and Sheep Street which showed the Borough Council's design for these areas.  Their main objectives are to:-

1. Improve the public area and further regenerate this part of the town centre

2. Enhance the look of the buildings along Sheep Street and Market Place

3. Provide a new purpose-built bus area at Horsemarket closer to the main shopping area to reduce journey times by removing the Sheep Street detour

4. Complete the Market Place refurbishment: this will link to the High Street and Market Street

5. Remove through traffic, including buses, benefiting pedestrians and shoppers, while retaining access for residents and businesses

6. Use high quality natural materials to improve the quality of the area.

There was some concern about losing the bus stops in Sheep Street, as these serve Kettering Library, the Art Gallery and the Parish Church and are the nearest to the Railway Station.  The Horsemarket is a long way away from the Station so would not be convenient.  Councillor Mrs Brown thought there would be something in place in future years for the Station.  She will ask Mr Paul Thomas from the Borough Council to E-mail the Clerk with details of this, and they will be circulated.

369
MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Possible Capital Projects
There was nothing to report on this item.

Election of Town Councillor
We had received notification that there are four candidates for the forthcoming election to fill the casual vacancy on the Town Council.

Membership of Northants CALC

Copies of the Notes from the Meeting which the Chairman and Clerk attended, with the Chairmen and Clerks from Burton Latimer and Desborough, to discuss with Mr Danny Moody membership of the Northants CALC.  In particular we were looking at whether there would be a greatly reduced membership fee if there was joint membership.  Since the Meeting the Clerk had received an E-mail from Mr Moody that he could offer the three towns a 10% reduction in membership fees for the year starting 1st April 2010, and in addition he was prepared to:-

· freeze the electorate base on which the membership fee is calculated at 09 levels

· provide free training at your councils

· provide assistance with grant finding and applications

· talk to KBC to see if they will assist financially towards membership

· do whatever I can to help you in reducing costs

This would mean that for the next financial year the subscription for Rothwell would be £1,116.

It was MOVED by Councillor Spendlove, SECONDED by Councillor Cross and RESOLVED to take no action on this matter.

Miscellaneous
Copies of the Notice of the Annual General Meeting for Rothwell & Desborough Futures Limited had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  

There was information about a Small Towns Workshop and Rushden & Diamonds Conference Centre.  It was AGREED to take no action here.

The Borough Council had sent details of the Holocaust Memorial Day, and also their Budget Consultation Meeting.

The United Reformed Church had invited the Members of the Town Council to the Induction of Reverend Nancy Babarinde to the Development Pastorate of Corby and Rothwell and copies were available for each Member.

370
FINANCIAL REPORT
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Brown and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee



Service or Goods



Amount

Mrs C E Mackay

Clerk's Salary




£475.10

Kettering B C 


County Grant (Community Centre)             £4760.00

Cllr A Mills


Chairman's half-yearly Grant


£300.00

Cash



Petty Cash




  £40.00

371
ADMISSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC
In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was AGREED that the Press and Public be asked to withdraw.

