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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL

A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 9th February 2010 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor A J Mills

Chairman
Councillor Mrs C M Brown

Councillor C W Cross

Councillor I F Jelley

Councillor D W Jones

Councillor N A Matthew

Councillor A C Pote

Councillor R D Roebuck

Councillor Mrs L A Russell

Councillor M W Spendlove

Councillor K D Sumpter

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot

374
PRAYERS
Before the business of the Council commenced, the Revd Roger Smith said Prayers for our town and our friends and family.  He also mentioned the induction of the Revd Nancy Babarinde to the United Reformed Church in Corby and Rothwell, and the Revd Canon John Westwood who will start at the Parish Church on 4th March 2010.

375
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
The Clerk confirmed that Councillor Jelley had completed and handed her his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  The Chairman welcomed Councillor Jelley to the Town Council.

376
APOLOGIES
The Police had sent their apologies as there was no-one available to attend today.

377
DESIGNATED PUBLIC PLACES ORDER
This is the official name for an Alcohol Exclusion Zone and copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 4th February had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  This had been attended by some of the Licensees in the town and members of the public.  Councillors Pote and Mrs Talbot declared personal interests as Members of the Borough Licensing Committee.

Councillor Mrs Brown felt we should now put this issue on the back burner for the time being, especially as Sgt Preece said we would not have any additional Police officers here.  She would like to see what happens at Rowell Fair this year.  As Mr Denton said, last year's events were probably blown out of all proportion.  We could bring this issue back, if necessary.  Our PCSOs have been working hard in the town, talking to the young people on the streets.  We should not necessarily keep this item on the Agenda, but just bear the possibility of  DPPO in mind.  Councillor Spendlove had a similar view but he felt we should defer any decision because if we do decide, we would be boxed in for six months and not able to re-consider during that time.  If our new Sergeant comes back that there is a problem which this could deal with, we could look at it again, and Councillor Sumpter agreed.  Councillor Mrs Russell thought we should take a vote, in view of what the members of the public said at the Meeting.

Councillor Jones had the figures from the A6 Towns Forum on street drinking from January to December 2009 and this gave a comparison with Desborough and Burton Latimer, both of which towns do have an Order in place.  The figures are as follows:-

· Desborough – 3

· Burton Latimer – 4

· Barton Seagrave – 7

· Rothwell – 4.

There is not a great deal of difference, which leads him to believe that Rothwell is no worse than the other areas.  There has been the Public Meeting and he felt it should be decided upon tonight.

It was MOVED by Councillor Matthew, SECONDED by Councillor Cross and RESOLVED that the Town Council does not ask Kettering Borough Council to apply for a Designated Public Places Order on our behalf. 

Voting



For the Motion


11

Voting



Against the Motion


  0

It was recorded that Councillor Pote did not vote.

378
MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Brown and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th January 2010 be confirmed and signed.

379
ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Bus Stops Outside Medical Centre
Copies of the latest correspondence had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  Subject to their consultation process, the County Council has confirmed that they hope to raise an order with MGWSP in early March.  They have not set a date for the length of the trial, but instead Mr Ellerby would encourage feedback to be shared by all parties so that a joint and permanent decision can be made when appropriate.

Councillor Jones referred to the A6 Towns Forum when it was mentioned by Neil Boughton of NHS Northamptonshire that Rothwell is the example of what not to do with a new Health Centre.  Lessons have been learned from Rothwell, including with the example of the former building which is still empty.  The question of bus stops, shelters and dropped kerbs was discussed and these have been put in at Brackley.

Proposed Community Project
We had received a response from Martin Hammond, Deputy Borough Chief Executive, that it is not the case that the Borough is interested in acquiring the former Health centre for community facilities, as they do not have the funds for this and the site has not got sufficient capacity.  What he had said was that the PCT was considering whether there were any community uses that the site could be used for.

Copies of the Notes prepared by Major Richard Cook of the Salvation Army, exploring various ideas for a community facility in this area had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  Major Cook was present at this Meeting and said he is Convenor for Churches Together in Rothwell and one of the questions raised by this group is that of the young people in the town.  There is also quite a lot of elderly people here and perhaps there is a need for somewhere they could meet.  He had originally understood the former Health Centre was to be used by the NHS for additional offices but apparently this is not so.  He therefore prepared these notes to put before the Town Council.

Major Cook has already asked some of the older people what they would like, and one idea was a book club.  He would like to go to Montsaye and ask if the young people could put together a questionnaire to see what they would like, because there is no point in older people guessing what they want.  Perhaps there could be a drop-in centre during the day, and then for younger people in the evening there could be computers and finding out if they need advice.  This is very much exploratory but he wanted to find out what the Town Council felt.  Churches Together have talked about the Trinity Centre but a lot of young people see this as an extension of the Church and it still needs a lot of work.  Some of the older people do not like to go to the Community Centre because they do not feel safe.  There is also the old Pharmacy which is right on Bridge Street, rather than being set back.  

They would have to look at funding and Councillor Mrs Russell would let him have some information.  The Salvation Army could not use Lottery money because this is a form of gambling.  The Salvation Army is in partnership with the Government on Employment Plus and they might consider putting a unit in there.  The Salvation Army building in New Street is difficult to access for some people because of the hill.  Major Cook did not know how big the former Lloydspharmacy building is.

Councillor Mrs Brown has done quite a lot of work in this area as she helped set up the Youth Group.  They have raised some money and are currently funding the street dancing classes.  She felt the Youth Group would be happy to work with the Salvation Army and they have some useful contacts.  

The main cost would be the building and the running costs, together with the fact that they would need to employ a Community Project Manager.  They would also need volunteers.  In the evenings Major Cook would like there to be a Youth Worker.  Councillor Mrs Talbot felt there should be a Meeting of all interested parties and we could get in touch with Robin Matthews, the Administrator for Rothwell and Desborough Futures Limited (the Market Towns Initiative).  He helped find funds for the Trinity Centre and to set up the Arts & Heritage Centre.  The Chairman is aware of who the owner of the former Lloydspharmacy building is.

In response to questions, the following issues were mentioned:-

· there could be a drop-in café and charity shop.

· if the Salvation Army could not facilitate their interests in the Bridge Street building, they would need to continue funding their building in New Street.

· if they could move, then any monies could be invested in the project.

· as to the expectation that the project would respect and uphold the principles and practices of the Salvation Army, they would not encourage illegal activities on the premises or allow gambling, not even raffles, but Major Cook thought these issues could be sorted out.

· Councillor Pote said there are the Borough Councillors' Ward Grants, if these continue, and also the County Councillor's Empowering Communities Grant where he has spent approximately £40,000 in Rothwell over the last few years.

It was MOVED by Councillor Jones SECONDED by Councillor Sumpter and UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that the Town Council fully supports these proposals to try and set up a community facility in the town centre.

Major Cook suggested that we now need to find out if the property is available and he will then talk to the Divisional Headquarters of the Salvation Army.  We need to decide who should be included on the Exploratory Group.  We will send Major Cook details of who to contact at the PCT.

Town Centre Partnership
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 25th January 2010 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was AGREED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Councillor Cross said we have been rather short of Members on this Committee and he wondered if the new Councillor would be prepared to come onto the Partnership.  The Clerk confirmed that Mr Unger had previously been a Member.  Councillor Jelley would be happy to do this, and Councillors Jones and Pote as Group Leaders agreed that this would be acceptable.

Pocket Park Training Event
The Clerk had re-circulated details of this event.  No-one was available to attend Newton Field Centre on 16th February.

379
HIGHWAYS

Diversion of Footpath UH9
Councillor Mrs Brown declared an Interest as a Governor of the Junior School.  Copies of the letter from Mr Lee Hurling, Headteacher at Rothwell Junior School, had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  Mr Hurling asked for the Town Council's support in their application to re-route the footpath which runs across the centre of the School field, to the edge of the field.  They would ensure the footpath was 2 metres wide and fenced off.  The reason for this is because when children play on the field, they have dog walkers using the footpath at the same time and also other people they do not know.  These issues are a potential risk to the children.

Councillor Jones, as one of our Footpath Representatives, regularly walks this path and has seen the dogs there and also the dog mess which is left.  It was believed that the Junior School is already in contact with the relevant Rights of Way Officer.  It was felt important that a fence is provided as mentioned.

It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Sumpter and RESOLVED that the Town Council supports the Junior School application to re-route footpath UH9.

Highway Gritting

The Clerk had asked again recently for the grit bins to be filled, and had received a reply that MGWSP had ten gangs constantly filling grit bins in the recent bad weather.  The bins were emptied within hours of this operation, and sometimes the grit was taken away by lorry for non-highway use.  Mr Charlie Foster at MGWSP organises the replenishment of the bins, and the Clerk had sent a copy of her E-mail to him.

Councillor Pote has spoken to the person in charge of gritting and they have sufficient grit for about a couple of weeks.

It was reported that at the A6 Towns Forum, there was a report on people clearing the paths outside their houses.  In Suffolk, anyone gritting is indemnified and the advice from the Borough Council is that you can clear outside your own house and the suggestion of being sued if someone slips is nonsense.

General Highways Maintenance
It was reported that the road between Rushton and Corby, by the landfill site is very dirty.  It was thought the pipeline work in this area has made the situation worse.  This is in the Parish of Rushton and not Rothwell.

As to potholes, it was not known what the planning is for these but they should be reported to Street Doctor.  Councillor Pote reported that there has been an inspection in Rothwell and they have noted where there needs to be repairs.  With the shortage of funding they are carrying out temporary repairs but these should be done properly when the money is available.

Chicane, Glendon Road
The Clerk had chased this work, and had just received a response that there will be a gang out the following Monday, 15th February, to install the new bollards.  The remaining works of relocating the warning signs and the lining will be done over the next month, but as this is small works done by different contractors the dates have yet to be agreed.  They will let us know when they have this information.

White Lining
The Clerk had checked about residents having a white line put across their driveways to prevent obstruction and the County Council will arrange for this to be done at a cost of £125 to be paid by the resident.  The line is not enforceable by the Police as it is merely a courtesy line.  This is a little ambiguous because if anyone obstructs a vehicular access to a property this is classed as obstruction which is enforceable by the Police.  The applicant should contact the County Highways Regulations Department. 

It was AGREED that all the relevant information as to contacts be passed to Councillor Cross to hand on to the resident.

Bulb Planting
The Clerk had now received confirmation that the County Council agreed to the bulb planting in Kettering Road.

A14 Closures
An E-mail had been received from Alan Jones of Birse about the overnight closures of sections of the A14, and copies were available for Members.

7.5t Awareness Campaign
The Chairman confirmed that he had now received the four boards, which are to be collected on Friday, 5th March 2010.  He was happy to arrange for these to be put up, and it was AGREED they should be in Kettering Road, Desborough Road, Harrington Road and Glendon Road.

380
PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
The following Approval had been received:-

KET/2009/0697
35 Kingsley Road – Extensions.

The following Applications had been received and the Town Council's observations were submitted as stated:-                 

KET/2010/0013
27 Leys Avenue – Extension.




No objection.                                           

KET/2010/0025
6 Bell Hill – Fascia sign and window graphics.




No objection.            

KET/2010/0025
5 Ladywell Mews, Market Hill – Installation of gate.




No objection.       

KET/2010/0029
Rothwell Grange Court – Office building.




No objection.             

KET/2010/0060
57 Connolly Drive – Extension.




No objection.

Facilities Signs
Councillor Sumpter said we had looked at some wording to put on signs on the A6 to advertise the existence of shops and other facilities here.  It was AGREED to write to Martin Hammond and ask if these can be done.

10 Bridge Street
The Clerk had enquired as to the precise approval for the signs at 10 Bridge Street, and the Borough Planning Department had confirmed that the permission requires that the fascia sign shall sit flat against the façade of the building.  A projecting sign was also granted consent but the approved scheme differs from the one that is currently in situ.  The existing signs have not yet been replaced but the Borough is dealing with this.  The issues of illumination will be considered when the relevant information is submitted.

381
MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Possible Capital Projects
There was nothing to report on this item.

382
FINANCIAL REPORT
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Pote and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee




Service or Goods


Amount

British Telecom (Paid 29.1.10)
Phone and Broadband


£220.13

Mrs C E Mackay


Clerk's Salary



£475.10

Zurich Insurance plc


Insurance Premium

          £1115.13

Colemans



Stationery



    £9.99

Holy Trinity Rothwell PCC

Hire of Trinity Centre


  £12.00


383
ADMISSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC
In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was AGREED that the Press and Public be asked to withdraw.
