PAGE  
315
Page


ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL
A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 8th September 2009 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor A J Mills

Chairman
Councillor D W Jones

Councillor R D Roebuck

Councillor M W Spendlove (8.40 pm)

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot
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BOROUGH STANDARDS COMMITTEE
Julie Miller, the independent Chair of the Borough Standards Committee attended the Meeting as an observer.  Ms Miller said she is attending a lot of Meetings throughout the Borough so that she can understand the frustrations a lot of Council Members feel.
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APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillors Mrs Brown, Cross, Matthew, Pote, Sumpter and Unger and from the Revd Roger Smith.  Councillor Spendlove would be obliged to join the Meeting late.
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COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
Sgt Tony Hopkins was present at the Meeting and the crime figures for the year to date were also available.  Sgt Hopkins said the total crimes for August were down to 29 which is a big reduction over the previous months.  There are a couple of individuals who have caused a lot of the problems with vehicle crime, but they have been apprehended.  There were ten incidents of criminal damage but this includes some issues at Orton House where the Police are doing a lot of work with these residents.  All four incidents of deception/fraud were drive-offs.  The Harrington Road shop has had a lot of problems recently and there is work going on with Trading Standards.  Overall this is an encouraging picture with the reduction in offences.

There is a lot of concern in Gordon Street about the assaults there but there is to be a Meeting this week with the residents which will also be attended by Councillor Mills and representatives from Orbit and the Borough Council.  This will hopefully sort out all the issues and identify who needs to take what action here.  

A list of cars continue to come in and the Traffic Police have been out during the evenings.  Unfortunately both PC Cotterell and PC O'Hara are off sick at the present time and when they return Sgt Hopkins hopes to be able to do more to look at this nuisance.

Councillor Jones said the milkman informed him that milk is being stolen, and Councillor Cross had also informed him that this is happening in Moorfield Road.  This has been reported to the PCSOs.  Some residents have given up their milk deliveries because of this, although they did not really want to and it is a useful service.

Alcohol Exclusion Zone
There are not sufficient Members of the Town Council here to make a decision on this.  Sgt Hopkins had mentioned this last year but after Rowell Fair this year he has raised the issue again.  Going round the Fair throughout the week, there were people drinking and causing problems, and this Order would enable the Police to deal with those who are old enough to drink but are a nuisance.  Although this will not solve all the problems, it does give the Police another tool.  Desborough also now has an Alcohol Exclusion Zone.  This can push alcohol out of the town but it does help inside.  Sgt Hopkins did not see why there should not be an exemption for Rowell Fair Monday and the Gala Evening.  If the Police find people who are old enough to drink but are in the Parks, they can take the drink off them.  In Burton Latimer the Alcohol Exclusion Zone has seen a big improvement in various areas.

Police Questions from the Public
(a​)
Glendon Road:  the Police do monitor the speed of traffic here as much as they can but with PCs Cotterell and O'Hara away they have not been able to do this recently.  Mr West said this is still a problem and he saw a driver doing at least 70 mph going out of Rothwell.  Sgt Hopkins said there is a Probationary Development Unit and Traffic Police have spent time here, so he will remind the Team about this especially as they are trying to tackle some of the drivers at the present time.

(b)
Bovis Development:  a resident reported that there have not been any problems in this area since the last Meeting.  They have called the Police who have responded quickly and the people causing problems have now gone.  The PCSOs have visited and kept this resident informed.

Area Sergeant
Sgt Hopkins said this is the last Town Council  Meeting he will be attending, as he is moving on,  and Sgt Wayne Preece will be taking over.  Sgt Hopkins was thanked for all his work here.
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QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
(1)
Chicane, Glendon Road:  the work to make this more visible has not yet been carried out, and the bollard was never put back properly.  We have asked for this to be better signed further away so drivers are aware it is there early enough.  Councillor Jones felt it was the driving which the problem in this road and there have been several fatalities here.  Ms Miller said she came into Rothwell this evening, and with the sun very low it was difficult to see the build-out in time.

(2)
Gordon Street:  Mr West thought he saw a Traffic Warden in this street and Councillor Mrs Talbot will check this.  It was reported that there were four cars parked on the double yellow lines in Bridge Street so the Traffic Wardens would be better there.

(3)
Bus Bays:  Mr West asked if he could have copies of any correspondence since June.  The Clerk said there have not been any further letters from the Borough or County Councils, but Councillors Mills and Pote have been pursuing this issue as well as the Clerk.  The latest E-mail said that the County was prepared to review their initial response that it would not be possible to have bus stops here and this is a big step forward.  It was AGREED that Mr West could have copies of any E-mails although this matter is at a delicate stage at present.  Mr West said there is a pedestrian crossing in George Street in Corby and at the Square in Raunds next to bus stops and the last stop in Desborough is on the brow of a hill.  Councillor Jones felt that the Town Council should have been more vigilant in looking at the detailed plans for the Medical Centre.  Mr West reiterated that residents need somewhere to shelter.

(4)
Bovis Development:  a resident said he had contacted Bovis and they are looking at the issue of removing the kissing gate fence and stump again, especially as to who owns this.  He was prepared to pursue this as people are tripping over the stump, and mobility scooters cannot get through.  As to the parking at the entrance to Horsefair Lane, again Bovis are not sure who owns this;  it was felt this must still be Bovis as we have not received any notification that this street has been adopted by the County Council. 

(5)
Standards Committee:  Mr West asked Ms Miller what the Standards Committee does, and she confirmed that this meets four times a year.  Every Councillor signs up to a Code of Conduct which sets out how they should act when in public office and outside.  If someone believes a Councillor has broken the Code there is a process whereby a complaint can be heard.  They look at the Constitution of the Borough Council and some of the policies and procedures which come out and discuss these.  There is also training on these issues.  

(6)
Political Advisers:  Councillor Mrs Talbot confirmed that the Borough no longer have political advisers.  Councillor Jones explained the role of the previous advisers.
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MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Jones, SECONDED by Councillor Roebuck and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th August 2009 be confirmed and signed.

As to the issue for Plotter's Table being required to apply for a Street Café Licence for their tables and chairs, Councillor Cross had mentioned that in Market Harborough and Leicester they have barriers around all the street furniture in front of cafés so this seems to be happening in that County.  The Clerk gave an update on this in that she had spoken to the Head of Department for Highway Regulations, and he had agreed that Mrs Horn could keep the tables and chairs outside her premises while she is preparing her application.  The Town Council has let her have a letter of support, and said that we would not want a barrier round the tables and chairs as this is in the Conservation Area.  As to support from the Police, apparently they cannot do this locally but the formal Police view on this would have to come from the Police Community Safety/Licensing Department at Irthlingborough.  The Clerk has therefore sent another letter to Mrs Horn, for her to submit with her application, that a local Police Officer did say to her, in front of the Chairman, that the tables and chairs had never caused an obstruction or a problem but the County Highways Regulations Department should contact the Police at Irthlingborough for their countywide policy.
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ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Bus Stops outside Medical Centre
An update had already been given that the County Council is now prepared to review their decision that it would not be possible to have bus stops there.

Operation Spring Bloom
A letter had been received from the Borough Acting Grounds Services Manager that Operation Spring Bloom involves the Borough providing spring bulbs such as daffodils, snowdrops and bluebells free of charge, as long as we or a community group can plant them somewhere that will benefit the local community.  They enclosed a form to be returned before 15th September.

It was thought perhaps some could be put in the Library garden, but Councillor Mrs Talbot said Councillor Mrs Brown is speaking to the Borough about what they can do with this area.  Councillor Jones felt the County would also want to deal with this as it is their land, and if it is not done regularly it will not look good.  Councillor Mrs Talbot will speak to the Guides and Scouts to see if they will help with the planting.  In the meantime, it was AGREED to apply for the bulbs.

Bovis Development
It had been suggested that it would be very welcome if the next name for a street on this site could be "Holland" as next year it will be 100 years since this family came to Rothwell for the Fair.  It was AGREED to ask if the next street could be named Holland in preference to any of our other suggestions.

Overgrown Conifers
It was reported that there are still some overgrown conifers on the footpath between Trinity Road and Harrington Road.  The resident of No.17 Trinity Road has chopped some of them but put the trimmings in the passageway and not cleared them away.  It was AGREED to chase this and report that this area still needs some of the trees and bushes to be trimmed back.

Well Lane Recreation Ground
It was reported that one of the goal posts is missing and the other is at an angle.  It was AGREED to report this to the Borough Council.

Overgrown Weeds, Glendon Road
It was confirmed that the vine which is growing all over the garages at the rear of the Borough flats in Glendon Road has now been cut back.

It was also mentioned that coming into Rothwell along Glendon Road, the bushes on the left between the 30 mph sign and Dempsey are so overgrown that they are over the highway.  It was AGREED to report this to Street Doctor.

Manor Park
The Borough Council is suggesting another Site Meeting to see if we can smooth out the area in front of the Bowling Green to make it safer for displays to see what can be achieved with an overlay of top soil equating to 199 cubic metres.  Councillor Spendlove does not think it will need nearly as much as this.

As to the cost, it was mentioned this would be about £500.  The Citizens Welfare Committee  indicated it has some money for this but it is not known how much.  It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Jones and RESOLVED to ask the Committee how much they have towards this, and that the Town Council will match fund up to £250 if necessary.

Former Health Centre Building
The Clerk had not heard back from Ms Lindsay Fisher, the Estates Development & Project Manager for the Primary Care Trust, but she had ascertained that Mr Andy McLester is the Head of Estates at Bevan House, Kettering.  She had written to Mr McLester, sending a copy of the previous letter, and had now heard back from Lindsay Fisher (now Gallo) that Mr McLester is at present on long term sick leave so she has forward our letter to Chris Genes – Associate Director of Estates (Operational & Strategic).  Mr Genes was on annual leave but will be back in the office on 14th September when he will be in a position to answer our letter.

Diversion of Footpath UH2
It is now proposed that there should be a Site Meeting to look at the line of the right of way and the proposed diversion from Kettering Road where the development at Groococks Factory had made this necessary.
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HIGHWAYS

Highways Representatives/Parish Path Wardens
Copies of the letters from Courtney Claunch, the County Volunteers Co-ordinator had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was confirmed that Mr Rhodes does not want to act as Parish Path Warden any longer.  Councillors Jones and Roebuck offered to act as Joint Parish Path Wardens for Rothwell and the Clerk will send Ms Claunch their details.  

Councillor Mrs Talbot will attend the Highway Representatives Annual Conference in December, and she was handed the form to respond on this.

Overgrown Hedges 

Councillor Cross had asked Councillor Jones to report that the hedges from the bottom of Moorfield Road towards junction 3 of the A14 need to be trimmed back as they obscure visibility.  In addition the hedge and trees on the east side of the Moorfield Road/Harrington Road junction are also overgrown and need attention.

Parish Enhancement Gangs
A reply had been received from Ian Smith, Area Manager for MGWSP, that the Parish Enhancement Gangs were not set up with the idea that they would be carrying out routine maintenance works so most of the items on our list are really beyond the scope of their activities.  However, Mr Smith will bear them in mind when they carry out their maintenance inspection later in the year.  He will ask them to clean up the bus shelter by the Library and attend to the two gullies next to the Blue Bell.  They will also look at the drainage channels outside Maton Rose.  Unfortunately there is nothing he can do about painting the lamp columns as he has been advised by the Street Lighting Department that there is a health and safety issue about carrying out this work, so it would appear that the only way we could get this work done is through Eon/Central Networks.  The Chairman confirmed they had cleaned out the gully in Bell Hill.

It was AGREED to ask Eon if they could repaint the lamp post in Bell Hill, and put new glass in, and also to repaint all the lamp posts in Squires Hill and Church Walk footpaths, not in black but perhaps in bronze.

Lighting, Matson Close & Moorfield Green
A response had been received from Jim McInally, the Borough Electrical Officer, confirming that they will maintain the lights and replace the columns when necessary.  He was surprised at the comments made by Stuart Coles of MGWSP that the columns are redundant, for they have a great deal more concrete columns than the Borough and have no plans to replace them.

Road Closure
Notification had been received that Anglian Water has requested a temporary road closure for part of Meadow Road for the installation of a new sewerage system.  It is currently expected that the Order will commence on 10th October 2009 and will be restricted until 23rd December 2009.  A plan was enclosed to show the extent of the closure which runs from Edinburgh Close to the junction with Harrington Road.  Peter Willders at Anglian Water can be contacted for further information, and he has already telephoned the Clerk that he will send more details as soon as possible.

Change of Priorities, High Street
A Meeting has been arranged with Mr Nick Gore to discuss the proposal for change of priorities at the junctions with Bridge Street and Fox Street at 10.00 am on Tuesday, 15th September, starting in the Market House.
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PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
Councillor Jones submitted the Report, as Councillor Spendlove was not yet present at the Meeting.  The following Approval had been received:-    

KET/2009/0377
91 Rushton Road – Extension.

Councillor Jones had dealt with the following Application, as Councillor Spendlove was the Applicant and declared a direct pecuniary Interest:-

KET/2009/0483
Sandy Hill Farm, Lamport Road – Extension to livestock building.

No objection.

The following Applications had been received and the Town Council's observations were as stated:-                   

KET/2009/0442
67 Desborough Road – Detached garage.




No objection.                   

KET/2009/0447
43 Kettering Road – Change of Use from residential to childcare nursery.




No objection, provided County Highways now consider there is sufficient 


off-road parking, but if not there would seem to be sufficient space on the 


site to add two more bays.                                   

 KET/2009/0471
2 Dempsey Drive – Extension.




No objection.

KET/2009/0479
1-3 Bell Hill – Retrospective for a new shop front and removal of 



chimney.




No objection.

An Outline Application had been received for residential development on land south of Harrington Road.  It was AGREED that this would be considered after the forthcoming Meeting on 16th September on Town and Parish Council funding to allow Councillor Spendlove sufficient time to look at this in detail.

Urban Extension

Councillor Mrs Talbot had forwarded the initial revised Vision for the Rothwell and Desborough Urban Extension Area, for information.  It was thought there would be another consultation Meeting with the Borough Council on this issue.

Harrington Road
Concern was expressed about the work being carried out under Approval KET/2009/0598 because no work is being carried out now, but building materials are spilling over onto the footway.  Councillor Jones said this is a mess and the Clerk understood that Councillor Mrs Brown was taking this up with the Planning Department.  The site fence is also not secure and there is sand on the footpath.  It was AGREED to contact the Borough Planning Department.

Councillor Spendlove joined the Meeting at 8.40 pm.

Anaerobic Digester
The Clerk confirmed that we had not received any formal Planning Permission from the County Council, although it was understood from the local press that permission had been granted.  It was AGREED to ask for a copy of the Approval.
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MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Possible Capital Projects
There was nothing to report on this as we are leaving it until after a decision on Town and Parish Council funding for future years.

Lamport Road
Councillor Spendlove had arrived too late for the Highways Agenda item, but wished to report that another vehicle has gone through the wooden slatted fence between Lamport Road and the A14 about half a mile west of junction 3.  There is a rail but this does not stop vehicles.  This fence was put up to stop the two lanes of drivers being confused by headlights from the other road, so there is no crash barrier on the Lamport Road.  It was AGREED to ask for this area to be inspected and for a crash barrier to be put there.

NHS Northamptonshire AGM
We had received details of this Annual General Meeting at the Pemberton Centre Rushden on Wednesday, 23rd September from 5.00 to 8.00 pm.  No-one was available to attend.

Sustainable Communities Act
We had received an E-mail about the amendment to the Sustainable Communities Act where Local Councils have now been omitted from the process.  It was AGREED to take no action here.

Bank Holiday Events
An E-mail had been received from a resident who has lived here for about five years and loves the town but he felt we could have an event such as a one day music festival here on a Bank Holiday Monday.  Councillor Jones felt the Town Council could give support to this.  Councillor Spendlove said the Fair Society has tried events over the years in Manor Park but without serious sponsorship of several thousand pounds this does not work because most of the residents do not seem to want to do this.  

It was AGREED to respond to this resident that perhaps he would like to contact the Secretary of the Rowell Fair Society as they are in the early stages of planning something for Rowell Fair Bank Holiday Monday on 31st May 2010.

Resignation of Councillor
The Clerk had received an E-mail from Councillor Unger resigning from the Town Council with immediate effect and the E-mail was read to the Meeting in full.  

It was MOVED by Councillor Spendlove, SECONDED by Councillor Roebuck and RESOLVED to accept this resignation with regret.  It was FURTHER AGREED to contact Mr Ian White, the Borough Electoral Services Manager, to inform him that there is now a vacancy on the Town Council.
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FINANCIAL REPORT

General Statement
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Jones, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Talbot and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee




Service or Goods



Amount
Mrs C E Mackay


Clerk's Salary




£475.10

H M Revenue & Customs

Tax and N I (3 months)1


£444.32

BDO Stoy Hayward


External Audit Fee



£155.25

Cash




Petty Cash




  £20.00

Annual Return
The Clerk reported that the audit of the accounts to 31st March 2009 had been completed and the Annual Return received back duly endorsed by the External Auditor.

Town & Parish Council Funding
The Meeting to decide on the Town Council's response is to be held on 16th September 2009.  Councillor Jones said he is away that day but he will put in his written comments and these will be taken into account.  Councillor Mrs Talbot is attending the consultation Meeting on Thursday.
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ADMISSION OF PRESS  PUBLIC
In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was AGREED that the Press and Public be asked to withdraw.

