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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL

A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 13th October 2009 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor A J Mills

Chairman
Councillor Mrs C M Brown

Councillor C W Cross

Councillor D W Jones

Councillor N A Matthew

Councillor A C Pote

Councillor R D Roebuck

Councillor Mrs L A Russell

Councillor M W Spendlove (8.20 pm)

Councillor K D Sumpter
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PRAYERS
Before the business of the Council commenced, the Revd Roger Smith said Prayers and mentioned the elected Members of the Town Council, the shops and businesses in the town and the organisations here.
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APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillor Mrs Talbot, and from Councillor Spendlove who would be joining the Meeting late.  

328
COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
Sgt Wayne Preece and PCSO Jayne Breeze were at the Meeting, and Sgt Preece said this is his first time here since his appointment as our local Sergeant and they had spoken to some young people in Market Hill about their behaviour before coming into the Meeting.

Copies of the crime figures for September were available at this Meeting and PCSO Breeze went through these.  There were two incidents of burglary dwelling, one at the Vicarage and one at Groococks Court.  The twelve incidents of criminal damage were throughout the town and she reported the streets where these incidents took place.  There was one sexual offence and two thefts from motor vehicles.  So far in October there have been the following incidents:-

criminal damage – 3

thefts – 2

drugs offence – 1

other offences – 7

theft from motor vehicles – 2

burglary – 1.

They have recently focused on anti-social behaviour and in September there were 30 incidents of people acting in a rowdy or inconsiderate manner, with one involving a vehicle, one causing environmental damage and one vehicle nuisance.  So far in October there have been eleven such incidents, including one between neighbours, two vehicle nuisance and one of begging: the PCSOs are looking into the last matter.  

Councillor Cross said that Greening Road Park has recently been refurbished but teenage boys are often on the equipment and just give abuse if asked to move so that the younger children can use this.  Residents feel it would be a good idea to have a camera there.  Sgt Preece said they can spend extra time in this area.  

Councillor Mrs Russell said the disabled spaces are not being monitored and people using the Red Lion are parking there.  The Chairman said the County Highways Liaison Officer had informed him recently that after 6.00 pm anyone can use disabled parking spaces.  However, it was confirmed this does happen during the day, and also people park on the double yellow lines outside the Taste of India and in the bus bay in front of the Library.  It was confirmed there is now a Traffic Warden and they are deciding which areas should be concentrated on.  The Chairman said the Rothwell Infant School has a problem with vehicles being parked outside the School and the Safer Community Team will look at this.  Councillor Roebuck said there is still the problem of vehicles being parked on the pavement and not leaving sufficient space for people to walk on the footway.  Sgt Preece confirmed that if there is not enough room for wheelchairs or prams they can take action.  In addition people should not repair their vehicle on the road, especially on a bus route.  Councillor Pote asked if the PCSOs were still putting stickers on cars which were parked inappropriately; Sgt Preece was not aware that this was being done now but the PCSOs do make a note of such vehicles and the drivers can be contacted by letter.

As to the assaults in Gordon Street, Sgt Preece did not have any more information on this because it is a major investigation which is under way, but he is aware that the anti-social behaviour has reduced significantly, although there are still some issues such as youths hanging about in the alleyway.  Councillor Sumpter said Northampton College is training Police Officers and the Supervisor was looking for a town to visit on a regular basis and he will send the details to Sgt Preece.

Gordon Street
Copies of the Report of the Meeting arranged by Sgt Tony Hopkins had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Cross and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Alcohol Exclusion Zone
This issue was discussed fully again, with some Members of the opinion that an Alcohol Exclusion Zone would be a useful tool for the Police and Sgt Preece agreed this can help them to stop drinking on the street.  It was also reported that the system is working well in both Burton Latimer and Desborough.  There is the issue of Rowell Fair and Bank Holiday events but it was confirmed that exemptions can be obtained for occasions such as Rowell Fair Monday or the Gala, and special licences are available for other events but Sgt Hopkins had felt it would help the Police throughout the year.  Other Members felt that there were already existing powers to stop this sort of behaviour and an Alcohol Exclusion Zone would not be enforceable or proportionate.  Sgt Hopkins had said he would let us have a copy of his report on the incidents on Rowell Fair Monday, as some Members felt the action by some of the Police Officers from outside this area was over the top.  There can be as much trouble in the other A6 towns as in Kettering and we should give the Police as many tools as they feel are necessary.  We should also talk to the publicans to persuade them to close for at least two hours on Rowell Fair Monday afternoon.  

It was AGREED to leave this item on the Agenda and to discuss it further with Sgt Preece when he has had time to consider this in more detail.

Police Questions from the Public
(a)
Drug Problems:  a resident felt that under-age drinking was already being dealt with by the Police, and the main problem is the use of drugs.

(b)
Noise, Market Hill Square:  residents reported that every night there is loud music from vehicles in the area of Market Hill.  The Police representatives confirmed that they have been giving this problem special attention and under s.59 they are able to take vehicles away from people.  

Residents are taking the registration numbers when they can and sending these in, together with the colour/make of car.  The CCTV control room operators are closely monitoring the cameras.  The Police also take note of any modifications to vehicles and report these to the Insurance Companies. 
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QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
(1)
Seat outside Library:  Mr West asked if this would be replaced.  It was AGREED to check if this is being refurbished and when it is likely to come back.

(2)
County Councillor's Fund: Mr West said there could be a side panel on the bus shelter in front of the Library because it is very draughty there.

(3)
Traffic Wardens:  at the last Meeting Mr West had said he had seen a Traffic Warden in Gold Street, Kettering and not in Gordon Street as minuted.  Councillor Pote said the Traffic Warden is tasked to do at least one half day a week in each of the A6 towns and it will be checked whether he is doing this.

(4)
Library Garden: Councillor Mrs Brown confirmed this has been treated with weed killer, the top growth should be cleared fairly shortly and then treated with weed killer again in the spring.

(5)
Bus Services:  County Councillor Heather Smith was talking about the road works in Northampton and she said they would like people to use the buses and leave their cars behind.

(6)
Well Lane Recreation Ground:  a resident asked when the bollard would be put back here and reported that someone had set fire to the bins.  Ms Bellamy said she wanted to put the bollard back, and Councillor Pote confirmed he is to have a Site Meeting with her shortly.

(7)
Coronation Avenue:  it was confirmed that this is a private road and the residents are responsible for maintenance.  There is the same situation in Crown Lane.  It was reported that the large rubbish collection vehicle goes down there and this is cutting up the surface.  There is also Horse Fair Lane which is not yet adopted and we will need to check when this is being done.

(8)
Parking on Pavements:  this is very bad and also parking in the bus bays, including the one in Lower Street, Kettering.  At the zebra crossing opposite the Hospital, two cars park side by side so that people have to walk in the road, and at the top of Desborough Road near the new Medical Centre.  This is particularly bad for people in wheelchairs or with prams.  Councillor Mrs Brown said the national planning laws now only allow for 1½ parking spaces per dwelling, which is causing a lot of the problems.
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MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Jones, SECONDED by Councillor Roebuck and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th September 2009 be confirmed and signed.
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ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Copies of the latest correspondence had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  Mr West had asked if he could have copies and this was AGREED. 

The Chairman explained that we had had a Meeting with Mr Gore, the County Highways Liaison Officer, and he suggested we write again asking what the proposals were for these bus stops.  He suggested we pursue having a flag put outside the Medical Centre and perhaps a bus bay on the other side of the road.  Councillor Pote felt we should now leave this in the hands of Mr Gore.  It was AGREED the Clerk would contact him to ask if there is anything we should be doing at this stage.  Councillor Matthew suggested that we could ask Stagecoach if their drivers could just stop outside the Medical Centre, and we will also ask Mr Gore about this.  Councillor Cross said there is the land just before the Medical Centre and they have put a post and rail fence round this.  It was thought this might belong to the Medical Centre as they had planned to have a larger parking area but this was rejected by the Planning Committee.

Town Centre Partnership
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 14th September 2009 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  Councillor Matthew reported he had sent his apologies but the E-mail had been mis-directed.  Subject to this, it was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Pote and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Manor Park
Copies of the Report of the Site meeting held on 22nd September 2009 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It is good news that agreement has now been reached that the area in front of the Bowls Club can be made smoother for events.  It was MOVED by Councillor Sumpter, SECONDED by Councillor Matthew and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Madams Gardens
We had now received a response from the Borough Housing Department that our request for more planting at Madams Gardens is in hand with their Grounds Maintenance Team, which they hope will be to the satisfaction of all the residents there.

Dog Waste Bin
The Clerk had received an E-mail from Councillor Mrs Talbot that she had taken the advice of the Borough Council and the dog waste bin had been placed just outside the town boundary near the bench and litter bin by junction 3 of the A14.  Councillor Jones had been at the Site Meeting and felt it would have been better by the Moorfield Road junction.  There are two bins at Leys Avenue and near the water tower and this has cleaned up these areas.

New Sewer
As to the work to alleviate the flood problem in the Harrington Road/Meadow Road area, we had received copy of the letter which has been sent to the residents who might be affected by the construction.

Postal Deliveries
The Borough Councillors had received an E-mail from a resident of Cross Street that there is still a problem with post being delivered to the wrong properties, because the flats at Avalon Court are numbered 1-22, but these are the same numbers as the houses in Cross Street.  He felt there were some things which could be done such as re-naming each flat with an A after the number, 

writing to each household asking them to be extra vigilant about their post and deliver to the correct premises appropriately, or having some labels detailing the correct postal address.  This is causing real difficulties for all the residents here.  It was AGREED to write to Royal Mail and send a copy to the resident.

Councillor Spendlove joined the Meeting at 8.20 pm.

Nosehill Footpath (UH2)
Councillor Jones said that a dog being walked here chased a squirrel and ran into the barbed wire.  This is now dangerous as it is down not only by the side of the footpath but also over the path itself.  It was AGREED to write to Ms Bellamy at the Borough Council about this and also asking when the improvements will take place.  

Councillor Pote has a Meeting with Ms Bellamy shortly and he will mention this to her and about how dangerous it is.  They are to discuss putting a gate in for the Well Lane Recreation Ground as the bollard has been knocked over.
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HIGHWAYS

Highways Liaison
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 15th September 2009 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was MOVED by Councillor Matthew, SECONDED by Councillor Spendlove and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Diversion of Footpath UH2
Copies of the Site Meeting held on 8th October 2009 were available at this Meeting.  The Clerk had circulated copies of the Report to those people attending, and had received E-mails that the current footpath is about 930mm at its narrowest point, whereas it was mentioned at the Meeting that previously it was only about 800mm because of the side growth.  On the other hand, Liz Beth from the Borough Planning Department had said her measurements came in under 930mm and she felt it should be checked again.  Councillor Jones confirmed that it is exactly 3 feet now, and this is 900mm.  He felt it is better now as you could not get a wheelchair through previously because of the steps at one end.  The Chairman said the suggestion was that we keep the existing line of the footpath as the right of way, but have an additional entrance into Manor Park to meet up with the new path there.  He also reported that the trip hazard by the old kissing gate has been removed, although the fence is still there.

Parish Path Wardens
Ms Courtney Claunch, the County Volunteers Co-ordinator, had written that it is wonderful that we have two keen volunteers to act as Parish Path Wardens.  As this is mostly a liaison position, she asked if one could be designated as the point of contact to ensure there is no duplicated information relayed to the Rights of Way Officer, Conor Garvey.  After this, they will set up an induction.  It was AGREED that Councillor Jones would be the contact as he has an E-mail address, although both he and Councillor Roebuck would like to attend the induction.

Councillor Pote said he had reported direct that the wooden bridge at the bottom of Well Lane Recreation Ground needs some repair.

Grit Bins
The Clerk said we had asked in March 2009 if we could have additional grit bins in the following locations:-

1. at the top of Columbus Crescent by the junction with Glendon Road;

2. by the bus stop at The Maltings in Desborough Road; and

3. about half way up Rushton Road.

At the time we had mentioned that the grounds of the Medical Centre needed to be gritted, but the County Highways Department said they could not provide grit for private premises.  The Clerk asked if we wanted to add to the list for additional grit bins, the area near the Medical Centre at 109 Desborough Road, because a lot of residents use this footway to get to the Centre.  It was AGREED to write and ask for bins in all four locations.

Questionnaire
We had received a letter from MGWSP enclosing a questionnaire about the Parish Enhancement Gangs.  The Gang has cleared out the drains near The Blue Bell, but we have not had much experience of their work as we were informed that a lot of the items on our list could not be included.  It was AGREED to take no action here.

General Matters
Councillor Cross said the bollard has been taken away by the old Garage in Harrington Road and there is a deep hole left.  He thought we should ask for another bollard, or at the least to have the hole filled in.  Councillor Mrs Russell said the bollards are useful because they stop lorries mounting the pavement.  It was AGREED to ask for the bollard to be replaced.

Councillor Matthew said he had a resident saying that removing the two parking spaces in bridge Street and extending the double yellow lines here was a very good idea and has made the situation a lot better.

It was reported that there are deep potholes half way down the main part of Jubilee Street.  It was AGREED to report this to Street Doctor.
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PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
Councillor David Jones presented the Report, as he had dealt with most of the Applications.  The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2009/0344
Treeways, Rushton Road – Dwelling.

KET/2009/0483
Sandy Hill Farm, Lamport Road – Extension to livestock building.

Councillor Spendlove declared an Interest on the last-mentioned Approval as the Applicant, although this was only a matter of report.

The following Applications had been received and the observations submitted as stated:-

KET/2009/0474
Land south of Harrington Road – Outline for residential development.




No objection, provided there is 30% affordable housing and the Town




Council is consulted on the draft s.106 Agreement before this is decided.

KET/2009/0516
Land off Harrington Road – Temporary use of land for contractors and 


storage of materials.




No objection, provided the area is reinstated when the work is completed.

KET/2009/0530
10 Oxford Street – Extension.




No objection.                               

KET/2009/0558
63 Harrington Road – Extension and tiled roof over garage.




No objection.








KET/2009/0570
48 Playford Close – Conservatory.




No objection.                                    

KET/2009/0575
27 Leys Avenue – Extension and garage to front.




No objection to the side extension, but the proposed garage at the front 


would be too far forward compared to the other dwellings, and would 


adversely affect the character and appearance of this street.


KET/2009/0585
23 Meadow Road – Removal of approximately 5m hedgerow for new 


sewer.





No objection, provided the hedge is reinstated when the work is 



completed.

The Planning Referees had asked the Clerk to deal with the next Application as Councillor Mrs Brown, a Town and Borough Councillor, is the Applicant.  Councillor Mrs Brown declared a Prejudicial Interest and left the room whilst the matter was being discussed.

KET/2009/0509
8 Cook Close – s.73A Retrospective Application: single storey side 


extension, two storey rear extension, change of use of amenity land to 


residential garden, erection of 2m fence to side.  Planning Permission: 


single storey rear extension.

The Planning Referees were concerned about the retrospective element, and at their request the Clerk had spoken to Michael Boniface, the Planning Case Officer, and he confirmed the Borough would be putting this through the Committee, and suggested it is considered at the full Town Council Meeting.  Mr Boniface had confirmed that Planning Permission had been obtained for the previous extensions and amendments, and the retrospective Application was only needed because it was found that the actual work did not comply precisely with the Permission in some minor details, for example the fence erected to the side was about 2" away from where it was shown on the plans.  The plans were inspected and the matter discussed.  It was MOVED by Councillor Spendlove, SECONDED by Councillor Jones and RESOLVED that the Town Council should not make any comment on this Application.

Anaerobic Digester
As requested, the Clerk had asked the County Council for a copy of the decision on this, and had received a reply that they are still awaiting a final response from the Highways Agency and until then the resolution to approve the Application cannot be acted upon.  We will be notified when the decision is released.
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MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Possible Capital Projects
It has previously been decided not to take this matter further until we know what is to happen with the Town and Parish Council funding.

Primary Care Trust
Details had been received about the Workshops and Meeting to be held.  No-one was available to attend.

Kettering Town Centre Transport Strategy
The Clerk had just received a copy Public Consultation Document on this Strategy, and copies were available at this Meeting, together with the response sheet for Members to submit their own comments.  This will create an east-west route through Kettering and is to improve the town centre roadways.  This will help the traffic in the town.  The cost is not yet known but it is anticipated that the monies will be raised from the s.106 Agreement for the development to the east of Kettering.  This development of 5,000 houses is probably the biggest development the Officers will have to deal with and they have done this in the best possible way, although it is not yet known if it will happen.

Town Council Vacancy
Mr Ian White had telephoned that he will be writing to us about the forthcoming by-election, which will probably take place in December or January.
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FINANCIAL REPORT

General Statement
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Pote and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee



Service or Goods


Amount
Mrs C E Mackay

Clerk's Salary



£475.10

Cash



Petty Cash



  £20.00

Town and Parish Council Funding
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 16th September 2009 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Brown and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

The Meeting closed at 9.20 pm.










Chairman









Date

