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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL
A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 10th November 2009 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor A J Mills

Chairman
Councillor Mrs C M Brown

Councillor C W Cross

Councillor D W Jones

Councillor N A Matthew

Councillor R D Roebuck

Councillor Mrs L A Russell

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot
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PRAYERS
Before the business of the Council commenced, the Revd Roger Smith said Prayers and as this is the week of Remembrance Day he referred to the sacrifices made, and our service men and women in Iraq and Afghanistan.  He also mentioned the organisations and schools in the town.
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APOLOGIES

Apologies had been received from Councillors Pote, Spendlove and Sumpter.  Councillor Mrs Brown would be obliged to leave the Meeting at about 9.00 pm.

338
REMEMBRANCE DAY
On behalf of the Desborough and District Branch of the British Legion, Councillor Jones said there would be a brief ceremony with the two minutes' silence at the War Memorial at 11.00 am on the 11th November.  The Chairman and some other Members would attend if possible.
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COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
Sgt Wayne Preece confirmed he had recently attended a Meeting of the A6 Towns Forum where a full report on crime in the area was made.  For the year up to September 2009, crime in Rothwell has gone up by 7%, from 454 during the same period in 2008 to 484, but there are no massive changes in any one area.  There were 34 crimes during October, but anti-social behaviour has decreased by 7% although they are to re-classify this.  The following are the reported crimes:-

Burglary other – 1

Criminal damage – 10

Deception/fraud – 6

Drug Offices – 2

Robbery – 1

Theft from motor vehicles – 3

Theft/handling – 6

Violent Offences – 5.

One of the most serious crimes recently was a robbery in Harrington Road when they entered an elderly person's house and stole a significant amount of cash.  Sgt Preece also went through the crimes so far in November.

Alcohol Exclusion Zone
Sgt Preece said there are a number of issues around licensing and he has spoken to his staff about this matter.  They all advise that we do consider an Exclusion Zone.  This would not be a sign that the town had failed to deal with alcohol problems but would make the area safer.  They can confiscate alcohol from young people but it is often those over 18 who are causing problems.  There would need to be a lot of planning around the Proclamation but the main problem is all-day drinking on Rowell Fair Monday.  People drinking to excess can be dealt with under the normal powers and the Officers dealing with open containers are likely to be our usual Officers.  The Exclusion Zone would be to curb anti-social behaviour and Officers would use their discretion.  Sgt Preece had prepared a map of the area he suggested could be incorporated in the Zone and this was circulated.  They would include the shops which sell alcohol to young people and the green areas.  

Councillor Jones referred to the article in the Evening Telephone that crime was down in all the A6 towns apart from Rothwell.  Sgt Preece could not say why this was so but there was also an increase in the detection rate in Rothwell.  The service station on the A14 still counts for a lot of crimes which are included in the Rothwell figures including people not paying for petrol.  Councillor Mrs Brown had suggested that we need the Traffic Police here at the weekends and asked if this was still going on.  Sgt Preece will ask for their support, but the main focus for the Traffic Police is more serious crime.  He and PC O'Hara have visited the area but there was no noise when they were here, but they did persuade them to leave.  Even when the Police Officers do get rid of these drivers, the vehicles return the next evening.  The Police need to see this happening or have evidence from a member of the public.  They do not have the resources to be here all the time.  
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QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
(1)
Fallen Leaves:  Councillor Mrs Brown has already asked if the leaves can be swept up and taken away.  Mr West felt this should be given priority rather than litter.

(2)
Traffic Warden:  it was confirmed the Warden has been out in Rothwell.  Councillor Mrs Brown said our new Warden has issued the most tickets in the shortest time and there was an article about this.

(3)
Medical Centre:  the Chairman confirmed there was no new correspondence since the last Meeting, but he had spoken to the County Council, and Mr Ellerby and Mr Gore are to meet two representatives from MGWSP at Riverside House this week.  They felt positive about the southbound pull-in.  As to the northbound side, it might be possible to have just a flag but this has to go to Stagecoach and their Union.  Mr West agreed there is no reason why they could not put a stop just past the entrance as the bus only stops for about ten seconds or so to let people off.  The Chairman had made this clear.  Mr West felt that Lower Street, Kettering was an accident waiting to happen by Morrisons car park.  The Town Council is using the fact that buses are allowed to stop on the street here as an example that this can be done and Members did not think it would be dangerous to stop outside the Medical Centre because of the island for the crossing.  Mr West said there is also the area in George Street, Corby, and in Rockingham Road there are three bus stops within half a mile.

Mr West complained that at the last Meeting Councillor Pote said we should leave this matter to Mr Gore, but the Clerk said this was not the emphasis he put on the matter but Councillor Pote had indicated that at the present time Mr Gore would be best to progress the issue, and it had been agreed that we would ask him if the Town Council should take any action at that time.  Stagecoach has to be involved because it is their buses and their drivers which would have to stop and they have to agree this is safe.
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MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Russell, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Brown and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th October 2009 be confirmed and signed.
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ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Gala Committee
Copies of the Report of the Gala Meeting held on 14th October 2009 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Russell and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Town Centre Partnership
Copies of the Report of the Partnership Meeting held on 2nd November 2009 were available at this Meeting.  It was MOVED by Councillor Matthew, SECONDED by Councillor Cross and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

On the various issues discussed at the Partnership Meeting, the Clerk had the following comments:-

(a)
Information Board:  she felt it might be useful to have a small Meeting with Mr Fillingham to look at exactly what we might want as to the changes to the existing information sheet and also whether we should have some leaflets printed.  If leaflets were to be folded we would need something as a title page.  It was AGREED there could be a Meeting with Mr Fillingham and the Chairman, Councillor Cross and Mr Denton.

(b)
Directional Sign:  we had received a sketch of the extra arms for the sign, but these had a gold border whereas the existing are plain black.  It was AGREED these should match the existing.  

(c)
A14 Roundabouts Landscaping:  Councillor Pote had asked the Clerk to check with Mr Simon Richardson at the Borough Planning Department about the roundabouts at junction 4 where Planning Permission had been refused by the Borough.  Mr Richardson said there was a note from Mr Dean Baker dated 10th October 2008 that the signs could create clutter, but landscaping could then lessen this appearance of clutter.  The Borough is to produce a Guidance Note for landscaping roundabouts and Mr Richardson is taking this up.

Postal Deliveries, Cross Street
The Clerk reported that she had written to Royal Mail, as requested, but as we had not received replies previously, she had also written to the Borough Building Control Department as they deal with naming and numbering streets.  Councillors Mrs Brown and Mrs Talbot would also take this up with the Borough Planning Department.

Councillor Mrs Talbot had had an E-mail from the resident concerned and two other residents contacted her last year.  She suggested that perhaps they could put a name on their houses and asked them to speak to their postman although the problem would still occur when a relief postman was on duty.  Councillor Mrs Talbot had also contacted Post Watch and had a reply that this was a local matter.  Councillor Cross suggested they could delete 'Cross Street' from their address and just have Avalon Court.  

It was felt the Town Council must be aware of this when we have new development to avoid this in future.  

A6 Towns Forum
Councillor Jones reported on the questions he and the Chairman raised about the lack of a dentist in Rothwell.  Diane Fenton, the Head of Dentists and Optometry was present at the A6 Towns Forum and she said the situation is that the dental services have been split between Rothwell and Desborough, with  Desborough having the dentist and Rothwell the orthodontic clinic.  One of the problems with Rothwell was that there was not sufficient use of our surgery but they will carry out some investigation in the area and the figures will be available with more information at the beginning of next year as to whether we could support a dentist here or not.  It was felt perhaps the problem at Rothwell was the actual premises which were not very convenient.  Mawsley was put forward as being the ideal surgery and the best Ms Fenton had ever seen; they have four dentists there.  

It was AGREED to wait and see what response we have in the new year.
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HIGHWAYS

Horse Fair Lane
As to whether this street is adopted or not, the Clerk had received a response from the County Council that Horse Fair Lane, Proclamation Avenue and Cockayne Close are all still private roads, constructed under a s.38 Agreement.  This means that once the developer has completed all the necessary work and the road has been inspected and is found to meet the County standards, they will be adopted, provided the sewers beneath these roads are also adopted.  The s.278 Agreement refers to works required to connect the new roads to the existing adopted highway (alteration of the existing highway), in this case Kettering Road.  This work was completed and has been inspected and it is now maintainable at public expense but it only refers to the small section of road between the existing highway and the new road, Horse Fair Lane.  This was adopted in January 2008 but the drawings showing the precise extent have now been archived.

It was felt this would only be a very small part of the road.  The Clerk has sent copy of the E-mail received from the County to the resident who raised this issue.

Highways Maintenance
It was reported that the bollard outside the old garage in Harrington Road has still not been replaced, or the hole filled in so this is dangerous.  The hole was covered by a cone, but this has been moved.  It was AGREED to follow up our report to Street Doctor.

The bollard in the chicane in Glendon Road has also not yet been put up straight, or the signs moved so that drivers have more warning of the chicane.  It was AGREED to follow this up with the County Council.

Highways Representatives Scheme
We had received confirmation that one place had been reserved for the Town Council, and Councillor Mrs Talbot had already said she would attend.  The papers were passed to her.

A14 Improvement Scheme
The first newsletter had been received from Birse, and copies of this were available at this Meeting.
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PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee

In the absence of Councillor Spendlove, Councillor Jones presented the Report.  The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2009/0442
67 Desborough Road – Detached garage.

KET/2009/0479
1-3 Bell Hill – Retrospective for new shop front.

KET/2009/0530
10 Oxford Street – Extension.

KET/2009/0558
63 Harrington Road – Extension.

KET/2009/570

48 Playford Close – Conservatory.

We had also received copy of the Application for a food store on land at Cockerel Rise, Desborough, but had not made any comment on this.

It was reported that work has started on the Anaerobic Digester at Rothwell Lodge Farm.

Section 106 Agreements
The Chairman said that Mr Nick Gore, the County Highways Liaison Officer, had suggested that we do write to the Borough Planning Department at this stage, about any s.106 Agreements in connection with the Application for residential development on land to the south of Harrington Road.  The Clerk had drafted a letter to Mr Peter Chaplin and this was AGREED subject to the addition that any construction traffic should only use the A14 and the A6 bypass and not come through Rothwell town centre, and that  a copy is sent to Cath Harvey, the Head of Development Services.

Councillor Jones said we have not yet heard anything definite from Bovis as to their requirement to improve the Nosehill footpath and to provide a ballgame court.  It was AGREED to ask Ms Pia Bellamy if there is any definite date yet when this will be done.

As to the s.106 Agreement relating to the Medical Centre, It was AGREED to ask Mr Martin Hammond to retain the £20,000 the Borough Council is holding for this because we are hopeful that we can have bus spaces there and the finance will be needed for these.  

The Chairman said that Mr Gore had also suggested that we could write to the Medical Centre and ask whether the vacant land reserved for additional car parking can be used if we need to have bus bays on the northbound side of the road.  The Clerk had drafted a letter and this was AGREED to be sent to Dr Aspinall, with copies for the Practice Manager, Mr Hammond and Mr Gore. 
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MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Possible Capital Projects
There was nothing to report on this item.

Casual Vacancy
A letter had been received from Mr Ian White, the Borough Electoral Services Manager, that the vacancy was advertised as from 5th November.  If a request in writing if received at his office by 24th November 2009, signed by ten electors from the Tresham Ward, an election will be held to fill the vacancy.  If no such requests are received by that date, then the Town Council may co-opt a new member.

Alcohol Exclusion Zone
This item was again discussed.  Councillor Mrs Russell said we have still not had the report from Sgt Hopkins as to the disturbances on Rowell Fair Monday saying what crimes were reported on that day, but he has now left as our Sergeant.  Councillor Matthew was opposed to sweeping laws which cannot be enforced and repeated his objections to an Exclusion Zone.  Councillor Roebuck felt that if Members do not just want to talk about this issue again, perhaps everyone could put their opinion down in writing as to whether they want this or not.  Councillor Jones felt the Police would pursue this in any event.  Various suggestions and comments were put forward as follows:-

· the Zone could cover the whole town

· Rowell Fair Society should be consulted

· we should talk about the issues and how we can support the Police to deal with rowdiness, Rowell Fair, under-age drinking and litter

· ask the publicans to use plastic glasses

· we would need enforcement of the Zone

· the Zones in Burton Latimer and Desborough are working effectively and this has reduced their problems

· we need to take advice from the Police and listen if they feel the Alcohol Exclusion Zone would assist

· we have a lot of Police around at Rowell Fair but not during the year

· all year round young people and children are behaving very badly but the parents are not doing anything to stop this, and not enough people tell them they should behave better.

It was AGREED that the Town Council would hold a Meeting to discuss this in the new year, and it was suggested a good time would be 6.30 pm, and we could ask to use the Trinity Centre.  The following people should be invited to attend:-

1. Rowell Fair Society

2. All the publicans in the town and Mr Kelly, the owner of a lot of the pubs

3. The Police, and we will ask for the report from Sgt Hopkins as to the events on Rowell Fair Monday, and a list of the offences which would be stopped by having an Alcohol Exclusion Zone.

In the meantime, it was AGREED to try and obtain a list of the Licensees of all the premises in the town.  We will have a draft letter by the next Meeting.

Northamptonshire Primary Care Trust
We had heard from the Trust about their recent Delivering the Future events across the County, to explain how they have focused their attention on tackling the most serious health issues of today.  They are to hold a Feedback Event on Tuesday, 17th November at the Kettering Conference Centre.  It was AGREED to take no action here.
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FINANCIAL REPORT

General Statement
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED BY Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Cross and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee




Service or Goods


Amount
Mrs C E Mackay


Clerk's Salary



£474.90

British Telecommunications

Phone and Broadband


£200.66

Colemans



Toner and Stationery


  £80.03

Ricoh UK Ltd



Photocopier Maintenance

  £23.85

RBL Poppy Appeal


Wreath for Remembrance Sunday
  £20.00

Cash




Petty Cash



  £40.00

Town & Parish Council Funding

Copies of the letter from the Borough Council had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  This confirmed that the Borough is to retain the grant system.

The Meeting closed at 8.55 pm.









Chairman








Date





