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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL

A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.40 pm, after the Annual Town Council Meeting, on Tuesday, 12th May 2009 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor A J Mills

Chairman
Councillor Mrs C M Brown

Councillor C W Cross

Councillor A C Pote

Councillor R D Roebuck

Councillor Mrs L A Russell

Councillor K D Sumpter

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot

Councillor K R Unger

276
APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillor Jones who was away on a charity walk, Councillor Matthew who was abroad on business, and Councillor Spendlove who was unwell.
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COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
PC O'Hara was present at the Meeting and had copies of the crime figures for April which showed a total of 51 incidents as follows:-

Burglary dwelling – 2

Burglary other – 5 

Criminal Damage – 15

Deception/Fraud – 3

Drug Offences – 2

Other Offences – 1

Theft from motor vehicles – 5

Theft/Handling – 7

Violent Offences – 11.

PC O'Hara thought the trend in Rothwell was in line with the rest of the country so they are marginally up.  Deception/fraud could be cards used deceptively.  He will look at the incidents of criminal damage but these are likely to include the three bins set on fire.  There has been damage to fences and cars in the Well Lane area, as well as the problems at the Community Centre.  Bushes were cleared away but now the youths are concentrating on residents' fencing.  He confirmed the police are still tackling the underage drinking because they believe this will help to stop other offences, so they have an operation every weekend.  There are still late night patrols especially at the weekend.  Councillor Unger thought the Harrington Road Stores had problems with broken windows.

Councillor Cross reported that the new house in Manor Road by the alley to Cogan Crescent is not yet completed but there is a metal fence which comes onto the footpath and a car also parked there, so no room is left for a wheelchair or pram to get through.  PC O'Hara will look at this.  Councillor Mrs Brown thanked the team for coming out so quickly to a car which has been causing a lot of problems.  It was asked if the Police could come out at 3.00 to 4.00 am Saturday night/Sunday morning to stop cars racing around, but PC O'Hara thought this would be very unlikely because they are so busy at that time.  He could consider asking the Traffic Police to include Market Hill square on their patrols.  Councillor Mrs Russell referred to a vehicle removed from Charles Street because it was thought this was abandoned, but in fact it had been parked facing the other direction just before this.

As to the problems with the alleyway between The Avenue and Cecil Street, PCSO Sam Gell had E-mailed Councillor Jones that she has discussed this with John Nichols, the Borough Community Safety Officer, who was extremely helpful but said it is very difficult to get alleys gated off, especially when they are classed as a public right of way.  It involves a long consultation process and costs approximately £2,500 plus the cost of the gates.  He suggested that it is as challenging as closing off a road, and there have not been any successful closures in the whole of the County to date.  PCSO Gell had also spoken to residents who live either side of the alley and encouraged them to continue to report incidents to the Police when they occur.  One of the residents felt things had calmed down.  In the last year there have only been about five incidents reported over a sporadic period, but some incidents might have gone unreported.  They will monitor this area when they can.  She has advised residents about their home security, in that they could consider CCTV as a possible preventative measure within the boundary of their property.  PC O'Hara felt this is the same as in other areas and Councillor Pote confirmed there have been similar problems in Kettering.

As to security vans parking on the zigzags by the Nationwide Building Society, PC O'Hara said the Police have always given a lot of discretion on this because you cannot have a cash van parking out of view because of the danger, especially with the incidents we have had here.  The CCTV camera there could also assist, and there is the issue of the personal safety of the people delivering the cash.  Councillor Mrs Russell said they do park there at school times and this causes a hazard by the zebra crossing.  PC O'Hara will look at these times because if there is an incident the drivers do still have some responsibility.
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QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
(1)
Tommy Nichols Seat: Mr West confirmed this has been returned.

(2)
Library Garden:  Mr West said this is full of weeds, and Councillor Mrs Brown confirmed she has been trying to get this sorted out for the last two years.  She used her Ward Initiative money to put the bark chippings down, but these were put on top of the weeds so they have grown through.  She and the children from the Junior School are to plant up the trough which is now in place.

(3)
Seats, Squires Hill:  Mr West complained these are still covered in bird droppings and an eyesore.  He felt that if the seats were moved back to this wall this would help.  We have tried to get the trees there trimmed, because at the moment they are so large they do extend nearly to the wall.

(4)
Bus Stops at the new Medical Centre:  we have not heard anything back from either the Borough or the County Council, and neither has Councillor Pote.  There was a letter in the Evening Telegraph on Saturday about this.  Mr West said we have been trying for a year.  The Chairman said we will push and try and get a response.  It was an oversight that the bus stops were not incorporated in the first place, and now it will be very expensive to alter the road layout to put these in, although the Chairman felt the spare land in from of the Medical Centre would give sufficient room for bus stops and shelters.  There is also the Greening Road junction which is unsatisfactory.  Mr West said there have bus bays in Lower Street, Kettering.
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MINUTES
Councillor Mrs Russell said that on page 243 in connection with the incident at Tesco Express, the statement that the way it was reported did not sound as if the incident was serious was incorrect, because this was reported properly and when they received the call, it was prioritised as Grade 1.

Subject to this correction, it was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Russell, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Talbot and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th April 2009 be confirmed and signed.

280
HIGHWAYS

Ramp Metering on the A14
We have not yet received a response from the Highways Agency, but Philip Hollobone MP had acknowledged the copy letter we sent him.  He shares our concerns and also cannot see how the proposals will not lead to traffic backing up into the town.  He understands that the County Council has also been closely involved in this project.  He would be interested to see a copy of any reply we receive.

Public Footpaths UH16/UH2
The Clerk had received a letter from the County Rights of Way Officer that he had received correspondence from a Rothwell resident who is concerned about the condition of the wooden structure at the junction of public footpaths UH16 and UH2, which is restricting access for her mother who attempts to use these paths on a motorised disability scooter.  He suggested that this structure not only appears to be restricting access but also looks rather unsightly and he asked for the opinion of the Town Council.  This is the fence for the kissing gate which used to be there, and which the Borough Council agreed at the Site Meeting in Manor Park to remove.  The Clerk had therefore telephoned the Rights of Way Officer to confirm that this will be taken down.

Obstruction of Footway
It was confirmed that the sand which was on the footway in Harrington Road has now been removed.  The Clerk reported that she had E-mailed Street Doctor immediately after the April Meeting, and received a response apologising for the delay but they do have five days to inspect any defect, and then 28 working days to complete any action.

Trees, Moorfield Road
A reply had been received that the trees opposite the bottom Cogan Crescent junction have been inspected, but as these trees are not affecting highway safety, no action is to be taken.  As to the tree outside No.14 Moorfield Road, a 28-day work ticket was issued on 6th April to lift this tree.

Street Lighting Columns
Councillor Cross said that in Moorfield Green there are three electric lamps, but they are on concrete posts which are now redundant.  Therefore if the lights fail, they will not mend them.  There are also two similar lights in Matson Close, and Councillor Cross subsequently confirmed they did not have any numbers on.  It was AGREED to ask MGWSP what the policy is with these old concrete lighting posts.

Temporary Road Closure
Notification had been received that there will be a temporary road closure of Stanley Street and Littlewood Street for carriageway repairs and resurfacing.  It is expected that the Order will commence on 27th July 2009 and will continue until 7th August 2009, off peak only.  

Speed Limit Order
The Order to restrict the speed limit to 30 mph in Rothwell Road, Desborough came into effect on 10th April 2009.  This is from a point 220 metres south of the junction with Pioneer Avenue to a point 313 metres south of that junction.

Roundabout, Greening Road
It was reported that the hedge at No.1 Greening Road is overgrown so that this obscures visibility even more at the mini-roundabout at the junction with Desborough Road.  It was AGREED to report this.

Footpath, Trinity Road to Harrington Road
The hedge at No.17 Trinity Road has fast growing conifers which are now over two metres high, and there is also a high fence opposite so this alleyway could be dangerous to walk after dark.  The hedge is also obstructing the footpath.  It was AGREED to report this.

Councillor Mrs Brown said she could also ask the Borough Community Safety Officer to walk through and look at the situation here.

Street Nameplate, Manor Road
We had asked for the nameplate near the Moorfield Road junction to be moved up the road, because of the confusion between Nos. 53 Moorfield and 53 Manor Road.  It was AGREED to chase the Borough Council about this.

Disabled Parking Bays

Councillor Pote is still trying to get a reason why these have not been done, but a resident who lives in this area has put in an objection and they cannot do anything until this is sorted out.  This has also held up the work on the extension of the double yellow lines in Bridge Street.

Traffic Calming, Glendon Road
It was AGREED to chase the traffic calming in Glendon Road, although it was thought some posts had recently been put up, possibly for the vehicle actuated signs.

Meeting Lane
Councillor Sumpter said this road has not been surfaced for many years, but someone reverses out of the cottage at the Kettering Road end.  Residents have asked if this could be made one way into Kettering Road.  This was considered some years ago but the County Council was not keen.  It was AGREED to write to the County Council again to see if this can be done.

Potholes in the Town
It was confirmed that we have not yet received a response on this.
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PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
In the absence of the Planning Referee and the Deputy, the Clerk presented the Report.  The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2009/0100
36 Evison Road – 2 metre high wall to rear and side.

KET/20090101
Laurel House, 82 Rushton Road – Conservatory.

KET/2009/0125
84 Harrington Road – Extensions.

The following Application had been received, and the Town Council's observations agreed at a special Meeting:-                                 

KET/2009/0142
Land off Orton Road – Outline for a secure 24-hour truck stop facility, 


diesel filling station and amenity/services building.

Rothwell Town Council objects to this proposal for the following reasons:-

(1)
The volume of extra traffic which would be generated at junction 3 of the A14 would be unacceptable and unworkable with up to 100 lorries per hour leaving the site at peak times, not counting casual use for fuel and food.  There are already a significant number of additional vehicles from the distribution centre at Desborough, and the statistics quoted for the traffic loadings at junction 3 appear to be out of date and taken before this distribution centre was built:  there is still the proposed expansion of employment land at Desborough which would increase the number of vehicles even more.  This proposed truck stop might preclude the Borough Council's proposal for an employment site next to the A6 bypass as part of the Rothwell North development, because junction 3 would be full to capacity by then.  We would be interested in seeing the comments from the Highways Agency about the additional traffic.

(2)
There could be serious adverse environmental pollution into the Slade Brook and its tributaries here, with the inevitable leakage of diesel and possibly other noxious substances being transported.
 In the event of an accident or a vehicle fire, the risk is even greater and would affect the Slade Brook through Kettering and probably even further.  We would be interested in seeing the comments from the Environmental Agency who will undoubtedly be consulted.

(3)
Noise and light pollution would adversely affect residents of the south-west of Rothwell and there would be a severe impact on Slade Valley House, including from refrigeration units on lorries.

(4)
When the application for an industrial site here was refused, two of the reasons given by the Borough Council was that the area was susceptible to flooding and outside the Rothwell town boundary so was not eligible for development at that time.

(5)
Paragraph 7.1.2 of the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document – Issues Paper states that "A study is currently being carried out by the North Northants Joint Planning Unit (NNJPU) to look at the issue of HGV parking in North Northamptonshire.  This study will quantify the need for HGV parking and if necessary will identify potentially suitable sites.  These sites would then need to be taken forward through this Site Specific Proposals LDD."  This application is therefore premature and approval at this time would prejudice the outcome of this study.

The following Applications had been received and dealt with by the Planning Referee, and by the Deputy Planning Referee for that in respect of the Conservative Club:-

KET/2009/0165
43 Kettering Road – Change of Use from residential to childcare/day 


nursery.

No objection, provided there is a pick-up and drop-point within the site, as we are concerned about traffic congestion at peak times.

KET/2009/0194
Conservative Club, Market Hill – Archway sign.




No objection.

KET/2009/0208
Garages 7 & 8, Coronation Avenue – Demolition of existing garages and 


erection of one concrete sectional garage.




No objection.

KET/2009/0224
17 Castle Hill – Demolition of three garages and construction of single 


storey extension.




No objection.

The following Applications had recently been received and the Planning Referee had not yet had the opportunity so inspect them but the Applications were available at this Meeting for the Members to consider.  The Town Council's observations were subsequently submitted as stated:-

KET/2009/0217
Land to the rear of 99-101 Rushton Road – Four dwellings.




Object: this would be over-development and create more vehicles coming 


out on this blind corner.  Any development on this site would have an 


adverse impact on the character of the area.

KET/2009/0236
30 Tenbury Way – Conversion of garage to habitable room.




No objection.         

KET/2009/0252
Rothwell Grange Court, Kettering Road – New Timber barn for two 


starter units.




No objection.

Planning Matters
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 16th April 2009 to consider the Application for a truck stop and the Local Development Document had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Brown and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Anaerobic Digester

Copies of the Report of the without prejudice Meeting held on 30th April 2009 to discuss the proposal for an anaerobic digester at Rothwell Lodge Farm had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Brown and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Albion Wind Farm
Copies of the invitation to the Public Exhibition had been circulated prior to this Meeting.   Councillor Mrs Talbot said the Borough Planning Department advised Councillors not to go to any private viewing because this could be taken as support for a proposal.
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ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Manor Park
Copies of the Report of the Site Meeting held on 22nd April 2009 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Cross and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Councillor Cross said the Football Club is being refurbished, so the Fete will be back in The Mounts this year.  Ms Bellamy had also forward copy of the purchase order to remove the hazardous metal fencing at the bottom of Manor Park.

Town Centre Partnership
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 29th April 2009 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Unger and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

As to the trees, it had been estimated there are about ten which need the lower branches taken off.  The Clerk had looked round and there are the three lime trees in Market Hill which were pollarded and the oak tree in front of Allens Greengrocers, as well as three at the bottom of Desborough Road.  The Chairman said there are also some trees in Hobbs Hill which need this attention.

As to the hanging baskets, Mr Young at the Borough Council would like to put these up the first week in June as they have arranged to hire the cherry picker then.  The Clerk had therefore sent a copy of his E-mail to Mr Denton so that they could discuss this as it should be alright if the baskets went up on the Monday or Tuesday before the Fair starts to set up.  

Tommy Nichols Seat
As reported earlier in the Meeting this seat has now been replaced with a more robust one.  As to the previous seat, the Borough had informed us that this was in a very bad condition and they reluctantly needed to dispose of it as they could not repair it.

Public Toilets, Squires Hill
The Clerk had received a letter from a resident of Tenbury Way that she was recently visited by a relative who is permanently in a wheelchair, and a male friend.  They needed to use the public toilets but on asking some local people they did not seem to know where these were, although they eventually found them.  Their relief was somewhat abated when they were confronted with the disgusting state.  The resident thought that with Northamptonshire, including Rothwell, attempting to promote tourism in the area good public conveniences would have been a priority.  She asked for our comments.

It was AGREED to send a copy of this letter to Mr Doug Wilkinson, the Borough Head of Environmental Care, and to repeat that the Town Council does feel that we still need public toilets here and this letter proves it.  Councillor Mrs Russell thought we should also look at other public toilets in the area and she will to this.

Pocket Park

Details of the Pocket Parks Summer Sortie Programme on Saturday, 18th July 2009 had been received.  This will be circulated with the next Agenda.

Rothwell Carnival
Councillor Pote reported that Kay Hughes has asked if some of the Members of the Town Council could act as marshals for the Carnival Parade on 11th July this year.  Some Members felt they would be able to do this.

Bus Service 18
The Clerk had received a letter from Mrs Peggy Horsley who had raised the petition to get the route changed that she did not feel a fair decision had been made and she thought her local Council would have been more supportive, considering the journey they have to make to reach the new Health centre.  She was told 78 people voted for the bus, and felt that when the bus was re-routed to get to the Health Centre the people on the outskirts of Rothwell (i.e. Connolly Drive) should have been considered.  On a wet day, because they do not have any transport and the walk to the bus stop takes 15 minutes, they book a taxi which costs £3.20 each way.  She felt that her Councillors were elected to fight for the people, but did not feel we had put up a good argument.  There was also a letter in the Evening Telegraph today.  

We had asked if the bus could carry out a loop to serve both Slade Valley Avenue and Connolly Drive.  Councillor Mrs Talbot had told the resident that it was not the Town Council's decision but that of Stagecoach.  The resident is taking this further with the organisation in Northampton which assists the disabled.

It was AGREED to write again to Stagecoach and to acknowledge Mrs Horsley's letter.  
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MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Capital Projects

There was nothing further to report on this matter at the present time.

Youth Group
Councillor Mrs Brown reported that the previous Friday was the first session of a ten-week course on urban dance at Montsaye Sports Hall from 5.30 to 6.30 pm.  On 16th October there will be a film at the Cricket Club, aimed at 11 to 14 year olds and if this is successful they will have a Saturday morning film for 7 to 11 year olds.  The Play Rangers come to the Community Centre on Thursdays from 4.00 to 5.00 pm.

Councillor Pote thought perhaps we should try and get some match funding for the youth activities and the Town Council should support this.  There will be the Ward Initiative Grants during this year.  Councillor Mrs Brown said Val Hitchman and Tim Bellamy at the Borough Council are assisting, and Robin Matthew of the Market Towns Initiative is looking at grants but they need a track record first.

Volunteer Scheme
The Clerk had received an E-mail from the Family Link Social Worker at the County Children and Young People's Services that she works as part of a scheme that supports volunteers and carers to provide short breaks for 0-18 year old disabled children.  She asked if we could publicise this in any parish magazine or display posters.  It was AGREED to pass this to the Church Magazine Editor.

Registration Service
We had received a letter from the County Registration Service, with a schedule of the improvements they intend to make.  It was felt these would assist people and this was noted.

284
FINANCIAL REPORT

General Statement
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot,

SECONDED by Councillor Cross and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee



Service or Goods



Amount
Mrs C E Mackay 

Clerk's Salary




£475.10

British Telecom

Phone and Broadband



£173.59

Yell Limited


Yellow Pages Entry



  £81.65

Colemans


Stationery



 
  £76.63

Annual Return
Copies of the Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2009 were available at this Meeting, and the Clerk had prepared the Annual Return.  Councillor Pote explained that this includes the County Ward Initiative Grants because this has to be paid to the relevant Parish Council for the area.

It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Brown and RESOLVED that the Annual Return be approved and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.  
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COMMITTEES
Councillor Mrs Talbot said that now she is no longer Chairman, she has not been placed on any of the Committees.  It was MOVED by Councillor Sumpter, SECONDED by Councillor Unger and RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs Talbot be appointed to the Gala Committee and the Community Safety Committee.

The Meeting closed at 9.13 pm.









Chairman
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