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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL

A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 10th March 2009 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot

Chairman
Councillor C W Cross

Councillor N A Matthew

Councillor A J Mills

Councillor A C Pote

Councillor R D Roebuck

Councillor Mrs L A Russell

Councillor M W Spendlove (7.40 pm)

Councillor K D Sumpter

Councillor K R Unger (7.10 pm)

254
PRAYERS
Before the business of the Council commenced, the Revd Roger Smith said Prayers and mentioned the shops and business in the town in this difficult economic climate, our community organisations in the town and the schools, and also for peace in this country and the world.

255
APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillor Mrs Brown who was unwell, Councillor Jones who had a family commitment, and from Councillor Unger who would be late attending.

256
COMMUNITY POLICING
No Police Officer was yet present so this item was deferred.  The Chairman said we have heard the Police cars going through the town, but if any members of the public have a question they can put their names and address in the book with the query and this will be a record of the question and if it has been answered.

257
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
Parking Restrictions in Bridge Street and Disabled Parking Spaces:  Mr John Newman referred to the proposal to reduce the parking area, and it was explained this would be by about two cars' lengths to end by the Taste of India and there will also be four parking bays for disabled use in the area by the Red Lion.  This decision has been made at County level: there is the public notice to inform residents and it was also publicised in the newspaper.  If there are objections the County will consider these.  The Town Council made the decision and considers it is correct.  Mr Newman agrees that the parking should be reduced in Bridge Street but the problem is that people will ignore this and it will not be policed.

As to the disabled parking spaces, Mr Newman asked why they were all in the same place, rather than putting spaces in other areas such as Squires Hill or Bell Hill, and it was explained that we were advised by the County Council on this, and it was discussed with disabled people in the town.

Councillor Unger joined the Meeting at 7.10 pm.

Councillor Mills said this is also just a start to get some disabled parking spaces and we are not against having some more.  Councillor Matthew confirmed that we did look at spreading these out but one of the considerations was that if the one space in an area was occupied, the driver would have to look round for another one.  We feel that people are also more likely to respect a group of spaces rather than individual ones.  Mr Newman made the point that there is little enforcement which would make it easier.  He also asked if we could make the footpath narrower in Bridge Street and have delivery bays, but the County Council ruled this out because of the cost.  In addition if you have delivery bays, other vehicles will still stop there.  

The Town Council has funded the extension of the waiting restriction and the disabled spaces.  Our Minutes are available, but apparently those in the Library were stolen.  The Chairman took note of the comments that the shopkeepers should be informed on these matters.  However, these issues were also discussed at the last Parish Meeting in May.

258
COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
PCSOs Jason Parish and Sam Strong were now present at the Meeting and copies of the crime figures for February were available, showing a total of 43 crimes as follows:-

Burglary Other – 10

Criminal Damage – 14

Theft from Motor Vehicles – 4

Theft/Handling – 8 

Violent Offices – 7.

Councillor Mrs Russell asked if the Police will enforce the extended waiting limit restriction in Bridge Street and the disabled parking spaces in Market Hill.  She also mentioned the parking in Harrington Road by Charles Street as during the evenings when people are back from work, there are so many cars parked there that you cannot see when you try and come out of Charles Street.  It was confirmed that the law is that vehicles should park at lease 15' from a junction.  Councillor Cross agreed with Councillor Mrs Russell, and said there are also dropped kerbs there but these are usually blocked by parked cars.  Councillor Pote thought most of the junctions in Rothwell have the same problem, particularly in the older streets.

Councillor Unger asked about vehicles parked on the zebra crossing markings, as the Group 4 van parks in front of the Nationwide.  PCSO Strong will clarify whether there can be an exception because of the cash security issue.  They could speak to the Building Society in the first instance about using the car park at the rear, although they did have a raid there.  

Police Questions from the Public
(1)
Lorries in the town centre:  two residents complained about lorries coming off the A14 at Harrington Road and going down Glendon Road to Corby.  There is the weight restriction in force and the PCSOs will take this back to Sgt Hopkins.  Mrs Russell suggested that they take the Company name and the time, but this happens during the night as well as the day.  A lot of these are foreign lorries delivering to the Kettering North Business Park.  The Town Council did raise this with Sgt Hopkins after the last Meeting.  Councillor Pote thought the lorries could turn round in Columbus Crescent.

(2)
Speeding:  it is up to the Officer's discretion what action is taken if someone is stopped for speeding, but in principle anything over the limit is against the law.  

(3)
Parking on zigzags:  this is breaking the law and there are three points, but normally the Police have to be there for a prosecution to be taken to Court.  It was explained that a lot of people park outside the Nationwide.  Sgt Hopkins has said previously that they could write to people, and he might be prepared to do this if there is a photograph.  As to the CCTV cameras, it is possible they could use the Borough Council's ones, but not a private one.

(4)
Traffic Calming, Glendon Road:  some time ago the Town Council said there would be traffic calming in Glendon Road.  There have been four fatalities over the last 12 years, and the SLOW markings are not effective as you cannot see them easily.  The resident had some correspondence which said 37 mph is the threshold level used by the Police.  The PCSOs did not know why they have the percentage tolerance level.  As to the traffic calming, Councillor Pote confirmed that at the recent Meeting with the new Highways Community Liaison Officer, he confirmed this work should be carried out shortly.  There will be the vehicle activated sign coming into the town and then a build-out.  Councillor Sumpter said Members of the Council have also raised funds for a hand-held speed gun for the PCSOs, and they have used this in Glendon Road when people were prosecuted, and these people were mostly local.

Councillor Spendlove joined the Meeting at 7.40 pm.

(5)
Well Lane Recreation Ground:  a resident has spoken to Ms Pia Bellamy at the Borough Council and we will probably get a bollard there.  She had to call the Police and Fire Brigade on Friday because there was a fire.  

The PCSOs left the Meeting to deal with youths speeding around Market Hill Square.
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QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
(a)
Chamber of Trade:  Mr Newman asked if the Town Council would assist in re-forming the Rothwell Chamber of Trade.  He would be keen on doing this because the strength of the businesses in Rothwell is the strength of the town, and most of the shops here are let.  He knew of a few people who would be keen on doing this.  It was explained we have the Town Centre Partnership with Messrs Bagnell, Denton and Patel representing the business interest, and if Mr Newman would like to come onto the Partnership he would be welcomed.  It was AGREED to let him have notice of the next Meeting on  Wednesday, 29th April.  Councillor Matthew explained that the Partnership is funded by a small grant from the Borough and has done a few small-scale things including the town guide.  The Rothwell In Bloom Committee also arranges the flowers in the town.

(b)
Disabled Parking Spaces:  Mr Newman said if these spaces are put all together, what happens at Rowell Fair, but parking is very difficult all over the town at that time.

(c)
Community Centre:  A resident said there is a lot of rubbish around the area, and their fences have been wrecked by the youths throwing themselves at these, and they also kicked over a wall.  The names of the children are known to the Police and this is costing everyone a lot of money.  There is also a drug problem there.  The resident wondered about having a curfew and an alcohol ban. It was confirmed that we had asked about the refurbishment and we have a response that the WREN bid was unsuccessful and therefore the needs in the short, medium and long term need to be re-assessed.  There is to be a Meeting with users of the centre in the first instance during March to discuss this and a Town Council representative would be welcome to attend this.  Councillor Mrs Russell would be happy to attend the Meeting and this was AGREED.  

The resident has been to the Town Council on many occasions and the problem is still there.  She has had to call the Police numerous Times and the youths are completely wrecking the Community Centre.  She felt the only answer would be to get rid of this building completely.

(d)
Salting of Footways:  Mr West asked why the footways did not get gritted during the bad weather, and why none of the shopkeepers cleared the pavements in front of their premises.  Mr Newman thought this was because they were frightened of being prosecuted if someone then slipped.  We had a letter from the County that this is not really the case and it was AGREED to let Mr Newman have a copy of this.  As to salting the footways, the County do not do this on a precautionary basis and the Borough Council would not do this because it was not their responsibility and they do not have sufficient workforce to clear all the footways.  However, at the request of the Town Council we do now have an extra grit bin in Market Hill.  Perhaps there could be a more publicised statement that if people are prepared to do this, they need not fear prosecution.  If the Chamber of Trade gets going again perhaps they could assist.

(e)
Footway, Rothwell to Desborough:  the Town Council had now ascertained that the approximate cost of the shared cycleway and footway is £127,000, but this includes the cost of putting cables in so this can be lit at a later date if required.  

(f)
Tommy Nichols Seat:  this has gone, but no-one knew why.  It was AGREED to ask the Borough Council if they had had to remove this.

(g)
Bus Services:  Mr West asked if anyone has been on the bus around Desborough, because every stop is designated with a sign and a post.  It was explained that away from the main roads, the service 18 bus will stop when it is flagged down.  Mr West also said there are not many raised pavements for the bus to stop, particularly opposite the Library and this is needed.

(h)
Bus Stops and Bays at the new Medical Centre:  we have received an acknowledgement on behalf of Councillor Seery that they will reply once they have some information.  Mr West said apparently this would cost about £100,000 but the path cost £127,000.  It was explained that this footway is part of the safer routes to school scheme and as such would have a Government subsidy so this finance could not have been used for anything else.  We have also heard from the Borough Council that they are supporting our request.
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MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Unger and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th February 2009 be confirmed and signed.

261
HIGHWAYS

A14 Resurfacing

We had received a letter from CarillionWSP with details of the resurfacing works on the A14 between junctions 3 and 7, together with the times of working.  The Clerk had already circulated copy of this letter to the Members of the Town Council.

Columbus Crescent Resurfacing

It was confirmed that this work had started today.  Councillor Mrs Brown had asked the Clerk to confirm that the residents in this area will still get their dustbins collected.

Additional Grit Bins
A reply had been received from the County Streetworks Manager that the grit bins are being replenished, and as to sites for new bins as follows:-

1.
He will instruct his contractor to install a grit bin in Market Hill and sent a plan to show the precise location.

2.
There was previously a grit bin at the top of Columbus Crescent but it was removed in 2002 because Glendon Road is on a precautionary gritting route.  He cannot authorise a grit bin to be installed which has recently been removed.

3.
Rushton Road is also on a precautionary gritting route and it is not policy to also install a grit bin on a road which is also gritted.

The Clerk had confirmed that the location in Market Hill on the plan enclosed with this letter was correct and this bin is already in place.

Members of the Town Council felt that the additional grit bins are needed to deal with the footpaths because they do not do these.  It was AGREED to ask if there could be grit bins in the following locations:-

(a) at the top of Columbus Crescent as previously requested

(b) by the bus stop near The Maltings in Desborough Road

(c) half way up Rushton Road.

Highways Liaison
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 5th March 2009with Nick Gore, the new County Highways Community Liaison Officer, were available at this Meeting.  It was AGREED that the Report be approved and adopted.  This was a good Meeting and we are waiting for Mr Gore to come back to us with a suggested date for a Site Meeting to look at the possible change of priorities in the High Street.

Although this was a good Meeting, several matters seem to have been forgotten in the change over from Atkins to MGWSP and some of these were mentioned to Mr Gore, including the traffic calming in Glendon Road.  Other issues which we had been told would be done when the parking restriction is extended in Bridge Street and the disabled parking spaces are marked out were:-

· "Keep Clear" markings in Squires Hill 

· Renewal of the zigzags by Jesus Hospital in Hospital Hill

· Renewal of the 'H' markings in front of all the dropped kerbs in the town centre, including the one at the back of the Market House.

It was AGREED to write to Mr Gore and ask if this lining work will still be carried out at the same time that the disabled parking spaces are marked out.

Footway Obstruction
It was reported that there is a large pile of sand at the junction of Harrington Road and Meadow Road.  This covers the pavement so that people have to walk into the road.  It was AGREED to report this to Street Doctor and the Borough Planning Department.

Private Streets

Coronation Avenue is a private street and Councillor Pote reported that a resident had asked him about having this adopted and maintained by the County Council.  He had the County response that adoption of an existing private street will only be considered when works have been carried out to bring them up to the Highway Authority's standards.  These works would normally include sewers, paving, metalling, lighting and making good.  It was AGREED to circulate copy of this advice.

There is a similar situation in Crown Lane.  However, people living on private streets pay the same Council Tax but they do not have a road they can use or street lighting.
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PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2008/0838
Groococks Factory, Gordon Street – Variation of conditions for road 


access.

KET/2008/1011
29 Moorfield Road – Extensions.

KET/2008/1026
68 Crispin Street – Extension.

KET/2008/1029
Heritage Centre, 14 Bridge Street – Window to front elevation.

The following Applications had been received and dealt with by the Planning Referee:-

KET/2008/1010
Rothwell Medical Centre, Desborough Road – Six stand alone air 



conditioning units and external condensing units.





No objection.

KET/2009/0029
32 Littlewood Street – Extensions.




No objection.

Rothwell North
Copies of the Report of the Meeting with representatives from the Borough Planning Department had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was AGREED that the report be approved and adopted.  It had been suggested that there should be a special Meeting to discuss the Town Council's response to the revised Rothwell & Desborough Urban Extension Area Action Plan.  

It was AGREED that this Meeting would take place at 7.30 pm on Thursday, 19th March as our response has to be in by 30th March.  It was felt it would be useful to for Members to have copies of our previous response and the Clerk will sort this out.

Traffic Wardens
Councillor Pote confirmed that nothing has yet been decided at the Borough about their Wardens.  This will be dependent on residents in Kettering town centre paying for on-street parking but 60% of them did not agree so they could only afford one Traffic Warden.  However, it might be that we will get three Traffic Wardens, one of whom might visit the A6 towns but this will not happen before the middle of next year.  Our current Traffic Warden is retiring and they are interviewing for a replacement to work full time in the Borough.  The Borough does not get the money from the parking fines.

Planning Training Meeting
Councillors Jones and Spendlove attended a Training Meeting, and this briefly detailed the new development rights.  There was also some information on gypsy and traveller site provision, and Councillor Spendlove did mention that Rothwell is becoming the County traveller site but it would not be so bad if they were a little tidier and the following week the sites were tidied up.  

We have not yet had a response to our queries on the Planning Task & Finish Group's draft policy document, but the Committee Administrator had telephoned the Clerk that we will be receiving their revised document with a covering letter from the Chairman.
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ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

New Medical Centre
We had received a letter from Mr Peter Chaplin, the Borough Development Manager, in response to our query to Mr Martin Hammond about the Travel Plan for the new Medical Centre.  Mr Chaplin has been in contact with the Travel Plan Co-ordinator, Mr Norman Gray and he has been asked to provide them with a monitoring report on how they are getting on with their strategy.  As at 11th February 2009 they had not received any substantive reports, and the document on file dates back to April 2006, contemporary with the time of the Planning Application and s.106.  This is a starting point for what they are seeking, evidence of practical measures and monitoring.  Separately, Borough Officers have been urging the Highway Authority to investigate the possibility of bus stops outside the surgery and when they know their response, they will ensure the Town Council is kept informed.

We had also received an acknowledgement on behalf of Councillor Seery, that they will be in touch with us as soon as possible. 

Town Centre Partnership

Copies of the Report of the Meeting of the Partnership held on 5th March 2009 were available at this Meeting.  It was MOVED by Councillor Spendlove, SECONDED by Councillor Cross and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Rothwell Community Centre
This had been dealt with earlier in the Meeting and the response from the Borough Council reported. Councillor Unger asked if he could have copy of the response from the Borough.

It was pointed out that there is mention on the BBC Website, Northamptonshire Section, that there is £1,500,000 going to Northamptonshire Rural East for projects and this has to be spent in Wellingborough, Kettering and Corby.  It was AGREED to mention this to the Borough Council in case they could obtain some finance for the Community Centre. 

Manor Park
The Clerk had received an E-mail from Ms Pia Bellamy at the Borough Council about the possibility of creating a level area in front of the Bowls Club, apologising for not responding sooner.  She had planned a site visit with the Council's Conservation Officer but this was postponed by the bad weather.  She does have major concerns about carrying out any work without professional advice and/or an agreed restoration and conservation plan for the area.  She was to visit on 9th March to discuss a few things with the Conservation Officer and she will obtain her view in respect of our request before they seek any estimates of costs, if it is feasible.  The Head of Community Services is considering including the Manor Park as an area of work by 31st March 2010, i.e. to investigate costs to procure a restoration and conservation plan for this Park.  There are many other key projects that need to be prioritised from 1st April 2009 and this one is fairly low down the list.  She regretted she could not be any clearer than this at this stage.

It was AGREED to ask for a Site Meeting with one or two Members of the Town Council who are knowledgeable about Manor Park.  It was FURTHER AGREED to ask what is happening about the proposed new path through the Park which is to be constructed as part of the Groococks development.  

Event in August
Councillor Unger asked if anyone knew about an event for charity being proposed by the Manager of the Rothwell House Hotel, to take place in Manor Park in August.  He felt it would be a courtesy to be informed of this so Members could respond if a member of the public asked about it.  It was felt it is early days as yet and probably arrangements for the event have not been finalised.

Dental Surgery
The Clerk had received a telephone call from Julie Lemmy, the Primary Care Contracts Manager (Dental) on 25th February, and she explained that any new surgery must fit in with the procurement process for the whole County.  They are asking for bidders for new services on a needs basis but they are looking at other areas such as Oundle and an extra surgery in Kettering.  They have deprived areas which need a dental surgery.  There was a twelve week consultation period.  Rothwell is not included but it is open to dentists to put in a bid for Rothwell.  The Clerk had explained that we had in fact lost a surgery but this did not seem to make any difference.  

The Clerk asked for a written response and a letter has been received that the PCT is currently undergoing a procurement process to secure new services for the whole of the County, and the PCT has to prioritise services as they only have limited resources available to them.  At this time they have identified their priority areas and Rothwell is not one of these, but this is not to say that sometime in the future a practice could be required and this would then be provided in line with the PCT procurement policy.

It was AGREED that Councillor Unger will telephone Ms Lemmy, and if necessary he will ask the Clerk to follow this up with a letter.

Kleen Sweep & Walkabout
Councillor Pote reported that the Borough Walkabout will take place in Rothwell  between 31st August and 25th September this year, and the Kleen Sweep campaign between the 5th and 30th October.  The Clerk reported that we had received another letter from the CPRE about their litter pick.
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MATTERS OF BUSINESS
Possible Capital Projects 
Councillor Matthew confirmed they have made progress on the newsletter and he had a couple of early drafts.  The format they have chosen is 12 page A5.  They have a page to fill and also an area with questions answered where he would like to encourage Councillors to contribute.  They would like to hold a Public Consultation Meeting to discuss the participatory budget ideas on 7th May, the venue to be arranged.  Councillor Unger has found out that this could be delivered with the Rural Trader during April at a cost of £200.  If the format is approved, they could now get quotes from a local printer.  All copy would need to be received by the beginning of April at the very latest.  Sgt Hopkins does a piece for the Police Website and they will ask if they can use this in our newsletter.

As to funding, they have the possibility of applying for a grant from ACRE.  They did discuss having advertisements in but felt this would not be appropriate.  It was mentioned that the Borough Council might print this.

It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Sumpter and RESOLVED that the black and white 12 page format is approved, and the Town Council will contribute funding for the newsletter up to a maximum of £700 for this first edition.

Rothwell United Charities
The Clerk had circulated copies of the Trust document for this Charity, as she had been asked questions about this at the last Meeting, and this will give all the necessary information.

Standards Board
Copies of the Board's leaflet issue 4 had been circulated prior to this Meeting, for information.

Forthcoming Meetings
Councillor Cross asked about the May Meetings and when we wanted to hold the Annual ones.  It was AGREED that the Annual Town Council Meeting will be held before the ordinary one on Tuesday, 12th May, and the Annual Parish Meeting on Wednesday, 20th May, in the Trinity Centre if this is available.  

As to the June Meeting, as the scheduled date falls during Rowell Fair it was AGREED it will be moved to Tuesday, 16th June.

Gala Committee
Councillor Pote had the statement from the Treasurer of the Gala Committee about the finances for the 2008 Gala Evening and Christmas lights.  There was a minus balance of £1,023.84, but we expect to receive £200 from the Borough Council under their small grants scheme which will reduce the loss.  There is currently a balance in the Building Society of £5556.73.  However, we did not receive any donation from William Thurston from his profits on the children's ride and in previous years he has given £10 to the Gala Committee and he suggested we should write and ask him for this.  The Clerk felt it was now too late after the event and she does not have his address in any event.  Councillor Cross said Yum Yum's had also said they would give a donation but it was not thought they made very much profit on the evening.

Local Councils Spring Conference
The Chairman is attending this event on 18th March and asked if any other Councillor would like to accompany her.  Councillor Spendlove would like to go if he is able to, and the Clerk was asked to confirm that there would be two people attending.

Times of Meetings
Councillor Unger asked whether we could consider changing the time of the full Town Council Meetings to 7.15 or 7.30 pm because with his work commitments he finds it difficult to arrive for 7.00 pm.  However, other Members sometimes have an early start in the morning and so would be reluctant to be any later.  It is understood that some people have to be a little late because of other commitments and it was AGREED to keep the time at 7.00 pm for the time being.
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FINANCIAL REPORT

The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Spendlove, SECONDED by Councillor Cross and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee




Service or Goods



Amount
Mrs C E Mackay


Clerk's Salary




£459.00

H M Revenue & Customs

Tax & N I (3 months)



£445.37

Kettering Borough Council

Ward Grant (Lights, Squires Hill)
          £1334.00 

Zurich Insurance Company

Insurance Premium                                       £1027.36
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ADMISSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC
In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, the Press and Public were asked to withdraw.

