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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL

A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 14th July 2009 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor A J Mills

Chairman
Councillor C W Cross

Councillor N A Matthew

Councillor A C Pote

Councillor R D Roebuck

Councillor M W Spendlove (7.40 pm)

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot

Councillor K R Unger

292
PRAYERS
Before the business of the Council commenced, the Revd Roger Smith said Prayers and included a mention for those going on holiday, the pupils about to change schools, and our sporting and social organisations.

293
APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillors Mrs Brown, Jones, Mrs Russell and Sumpter, and from Councillor Spendlove who would be joining the Meeting late.

294
COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
PC O'Hara was present at the Meeting and the crime figures had already been circulated showing 41 reported crimes as follows and he did have a breakdown of these:-

Burglary dwelling - 4

Burglary other – 3

Criminal damage – 12 

Other offences –2

Theft from motor vehicles – 2

Theft/handling – 5

Theft of motor vehicles – 2

Violent offences – 11

Councillor Pote said there are some youths racing their cars around Rothwell although he understood some of these had now written off the vehicles.  Cars are going into Columbus Crescent Park through the access used by the mowing machine.  They are drinking, but Councillor Pote has only seen soft drink cans recently.  Some of the residents have asked him to mention this, and he referred to a particular vehicle.  PC O'Hara said that in response to a number of complaints about vehicle noise, the Police are now targeting the boy racers and stopping vehicles to look at any modifications they have made and making sure they have reported these to their Insurance Companies.  People are being disturbed by the noise, especially around Market Hill and the Police will see if their actions reduce the number of incidents.  There is a level of noise which you are permitted but these 'straight through' exhausts would be classed as illegal.  The main type of vehicle is the 1980 Honda Civic because they are easy to modify but the insurance costs are low for these.  If people take the registration number and send this to the Safer Community Team, they will follow this up.  

Alcohol Exclusion Zone
PC O'Hara had raised this some time ago but there were problems because of the Fair Charter.  Councillor Pote said there is also the Gala Evening where mulled wine is sold.  We are waiting for the report from Sgt Hopkins but the behaviour of some individuals on Monday afternoon was disgraceful.  We had visitors to the town who were not impressed.  A lot of children were taken home by their parents because it was so bad.  We now have people standing outside the pubs having a cigarette but they are also taking drinks out with them and the pavement is not a licensed area.  In the mornings there are a lot of drink cans in the parks and this does not give a good impression either.  This has been a big problem in Burton Latimer and six months ago their Exclusion Zone was extended to the whole of the town.  Councillor Pote therefore felt we should make this a complete ban for the whole town with exemptions for Rowell Fair Monday and the Gala Evening.  

PC O'Hara said that as to the illegal drinking, this is widespread and the Safer Community Team has been trying to deal with this and have a lot of confiscated drink.  He did not think bringing in the alcohol ban would stop this completely.  

Councillor Matthew felt that an Alcohol Exclusion Zone would be disproportionate (not extortionate as it was incorrectly minuted he had said at the June Meeting) and affect peoples' liberty.  He felt that if the Town Council is to be a lawmaker, this would have to be:-

(a)
targeted to fix the problem

(b)
enforceable 

(c)
without any unintended consequences

(d)
focused. 

Litter has been mentioned but this is illegal anyway and so is underage drinking.  The trouble at Rowell Fair was limited to an hour or so on the Monday afternoon and Councillor Matthew did not think this was because people took their drinks outside but just because some people were very drunk.  Councillor Unger agreed with Councillor Matthew and said at some of the public houses people were drinking at the front of the building, but would this zone mean that the publicans would have to make their customers drink in the gardens.  Perhaps all the public houses should have their own security at the front door for events such as Rowell Fair.  An Exclusion Zone would mean you could not have a picnic with your children in one of the parks if you had any alcohol there.

Councillor Pote did not think any Police Officer would bother about a family having a picnic.  If there is an event in the park with a beer tent, there is a temporary licence for this.  As to people drinking outside the pubs, this could be allowed if they applied to the Licensing Committee, provided this does not block a narrow pavement.  PC O'Hara said if there was a picnic in the park, it would be down to the Officer's discretion unless they received a complaint when they would have to enforce this.  He was not here for Rowell Fair but understands the trouble started as a domestic incident, and this does occur every year.  This puts a massive strain on the policing resources.  

Councillor Matthew thought some of these comments confirmed that this law would not be focused.  The problems are firstly unruly behaviour at Rowell Fair and secondly an all-round problem of drinking and litter in the parks.  These are two separate problems and perhaps there should be two solutions.  On Rowell Fair Monday, the publicans could be asked to close for a time during the day and it might be that security on the doors would deal with this.  Councillor Roebuck wanted something to be done every day to stop young people going round with drinks in their hands and he felt the shops should be targeted but PC O'Hara said this is going on all the time, and there has been a tremendous amount done about underage drinking with confiscating alcohol and taking the children home.  Councillor Roebuck said now the summer is here there are more problems in Well Lane Recreation Ground with fires being started as well as noise.  PC O'Hara said the figures for stopping youths there are recorded.  Councillor Unger felt that closing the pubs in the afternoon might only make people drink more quickly.  He felt the Fair was well policed.  Councillor Cross said the information from Sgt Hopkins about Rowell Fair Monday is not available yet and we should wait for this.  Councillor Pote agreed there had been a good debate  and he felt this should be put on the Agenda for the next Meeting, and we could also ask Sgt Hopkins to come along to explain why the Alcohol Exclusion Zone was put in at Burton Latimer, because he personally felt this did give the Police more power to deal with such matters.

Police Questions from the Public
(A)
Well Lane Recreation Ground:  this has been better apart from one incident, as there are no longer even the footballs being kicked against the Community Centre.  The resident felt she knew where the alcohol was being obtained and this information, together with details of two vehicles, were passed to PC O'Hara.  The bollard is now in place and this should stop vehicles going in there although cars have hit this, so perhaps it should be more visible.

(B)
Columbus Crescent Park:  a resident said one of the posts by Blythe Close is out and vehicles are going there.  Councillor Pote confirmed this post was removed by the driver of the mowing machine and he has asked for this to be replaced with a lockable bollard.

Councillor Spendlove joined the meeting at 7.40 pm.

(C)
Glendon Road Build-out: this has been hit by vehicles but PC O'Hara did not know if this was due to speed.  The Clerk confirmed that this had been monitored and Councillor Mrs Brown did feel that the existing sign did not give sufficient notice that the build-out was there so the Clerk had reported this to Street Doctor.  There had also been E-mails from a local resident, and to begin with the County Council had said that they had inspected and the site met all visibility requirements for a 30 mph zone so they had not given instructions for any changes, but they would monitor the site.  The Clerk had responded that the very reason for going to the expense of installing this chicane was because vehicles travel at a much higher speed than 30 mph here and therefore there needs to be better indication that there is this chicane and perhaps the sign could be further away so that drivers have time to brake.  We had just received a response from the Safety Engineering Manager for MGWSP that the chicane does meet all design standards with regards to visibility, but due to the concerns raised by the Town Council and others, they will re-visit the site and try to install some additional signing and better reflectors on the bollards.

PC O'Hara said he had suggested some time ago that count-down signs would be useful, and the Clerk had put this suggestion to Street Doctor.  Councillor Spendlove had first reported that you cannot see this chicane and also children use this as a crossing point because it is the narrowest part so this could be dangerous.  

(D)
Underage Drinking:  It was reported that in Harrington Road some youngsters ask older people to buy alcohol for them and PC O'Hara said this has been noted and reported.

295
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
(1)
Disabled Parking Bays:  Councillor Pote said he has been in touch with the County Highways Department and understands the objection has been over-ruled.  The Traffic Orders have been put in place and we are just waiting for MGWSP to do the work, but they have now put the price up.  His County Councillor's grant was paid over some time ago.  

The Chairman said the white lining crew was out today but they seem to be re-doing the old lines.  We hope the extension of the double yellow lines will be done at the same time as the disabled parking bays are marked out.

(2)
Planters:  Mr West said the planters look very good, but he asked if we could have a crest on these as they are just plain black.  We do not have an official crest, as even that on the Chairman's chain was not accepted as such by the Heralds when the Town Council asked about this some years ago.  It would cost a great deal to try and have this registered.  Councillor Matthew suggested we could perhaps use the motif from the Website.  It was AGREED this will be discussed at the next Meeting of the Town Centre Partnership.

(3)
Bus Bays at the Medical Centre:  the Clerk had received communications from both the County and the Borough Councils but no firm answer yet.  The issue is being sent to County Councillor Heather Smith, who now has responsibility for highways, and once she confirms what should be done, they will be back in touch with us.  Mr West had received a letter from Philip Hollobone MP, that he had heard from Councillor Heather Smith that this matter will be investigated.  Mr Hollobone also said the local County Councillor should assist with this and Councillor Pote confirmed that he has been pursuing this for all these months.  Both the Town Council and Councillor Pote have been in constant touch with Councillor Seery, and he has been speaking to him formally and informally.  Unfortunately he cannot himself personally build a bus shelter.  However now the situation is that Councillor Heather Smith has only been in post for three weeks, and Councillor Pote has just returned from holiday, but he will also be in touch with her.  Mr West would be happy to see one shelter on the opposite side of the road to the Medical Centre.

(4)
Columbus Crescent Park:  a resident said it is nice to see a strip left and not mown by the brook for the wildlife, but another resident felt this obscures the edge of the brook so people walking there should be careful.

(5)
Carnival:  Councillor Pote thanked Mrs Kay Hughes and the Citizens Welfare Committee for putting on a superb Carnival the previous weekend.  Mrs Hughes was present at the Meeting, and thanked the Town Council, the Chairman and the Police for all their support.  She asked if we had heard anything further about having a smoother area at The Mounts for displays.  The Town Council has not heard anything since the Site Meeting there.  Councillor Cross said the plans were in place and the costs worked out for top soil to be put there.  If this is not done this autumn, it will be too late for next year and one of the groups said they could not perform there.  Councillor Mrs Talbot said the stall holders and the dog show did very well, and the tarmac path was useful.  It was AGREED to write to Ms Val Hitchman, the Borough Head of Community Services, with a copy to Ms Pia Bellamy, to ask if the top soil can be put down in September.

296
MINUTES

Subject to the amendment already mentioned that in the first line of the fourth paragraph on page 262, Councillor Matthew used the word disproportionate, and not extortionate as minuted, it was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Talbot and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th June 2009 be confirmed and signed.

297
ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Youth Group
Councillor Mrs Brown had sent a note that the last dance class was the previous Friday.  Attendance has been good each week, apart from half term when they think there was some confusion as to whether the class was still on.  They have asked if the instructors will continue for the foreseeable future whilst the classes are popular and are waiting for Mr John Garner to come back and confirm this.  Councillor Mrs Brown will update the Town Council as soon as she knows anything further.

Footpath, Jubilee Street to Well Lane
The Clerk confirmed that, as mentioned at the last Meeting, there was to be a Site Meeting the following day which the Chairman and she would attend to look at the proposed improvements to the footpath leading up from Jubilee Street to the Well Lane Recreation Ground.  As the County Rights of Way Access Development Officer was to attend this, it was hoped to be able to also look at the part of the footpath behind the Gordon Street houses which has been affected by the development at Groococks.  It was reported that the fence from the old kissing gate has still not been removed and the Chairman will query this at the Site Meeting.

Bus Service 18
A reply has now been received from Stagecoach Operations Manager thanking us for the copy correspondence between the Town Council and Mrs Horsley about Service 18.  He confirmed that at this moment in time, there are no plans to change the route in any way.  He was sorry if Mrs Horsley was disappointed with this decision.  It was AGREED to send a copy of this letter to Mrs Horsley.

Greening Road Play Area
The Members of the Town Council are invited to the Celebration Opening Event at the Greening Road Play Area on Thursday, 30th July 2009 between 3.30 pm and 5.30 pm.  

Town Centre Partnership
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 24th June 2009 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  The Partnership Meeting did not have a quorum but proceeded as a matter of report but could not approve the previous Minutes or make any new decisions.  It was MOVED by Councillor Matthew, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Talbot and RESOLVED that this Report be noted by the Members of the Town Council.

Dog Waste Bin
Councillor Mrs Talbot has been in touch with Mr Michael Chester at the Borough Council about having a dog bin at the corner of Harrington Road and Moorfield Road.  If any Town Councillor would like to discuss this, she is meeting him at 10.00 am on Monday, 27th July to see whether this can be done.  Councillor Mrs Talbot felt this could be on the green area at the bottom of Moorfield Road .  The bin by the water tower has been successful.  Councillor Pote said the Borough Council would prefer to have litter bins rather than dog bins because of the cost element, and Councillor Mrs Talbot will discuss this.

Play Equipment
It was reported that the goal posts are missing from the Well Lane Recreation Ground and Councillor Pote confirmed that these have been taken to the Borough Depot for refurbishment and will be returned as soon as possible.

Weeds, Glendon Road Area
It was reported that there are a lot of weeds behind the garages by the Green in Glendon Road.  It was thought this would be the responsibility of the Borough Council as these are their houses.  It was AGREED to write to the Borough Housing Department about this, with a copy to Ms Sarah Holland who is in charge of the garages there.

298
HIGHWAYS

Road Closure, Glendon Road
The work which necessitated the road closure has now been done.  The Clerk had ascertained that emergency vehicles would have access at all times if they needed to use Glendon Road, but had not been able to get a response about whether bus service 18 would also be able to do this.  It was confirmed that the bus made a detour but this had been satisfactory.

Highways Representative Scheme
Copies of the letter and update from Mr John Robinson who is now moving to another post, had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  There was also a questionnaire, and it was AGREED that the Chairman and Clerk would deal with this.

County Volunteer Co-ordinator
A letter had been received from Courtney Claunch, the new County Volunteers Co-ordinator about her role, and copies of this and the form had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  The Chairman and Clerk would complete the form, although it was not known if Mr David Rhodes was still the Parish Path Warden.

Parish Enhancement Gangs
Copies of a letter from the County Highways Service and MGWSP had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  This explained that MGWSP is setting up two dedicated gangs to work with the 270 Parish Councils to undertake minor improvement/safety works as agreed between the Area Teams and our representatives.  It is intended that these works should be the kind of things that would normally not be considered as meeting the criteria for routine maintenance but might be important issues for local people and which will improve the aesthetic environment of the Parish.  These gangs will be on the front line and in direct contact with our representatives.  Typical works anticipated to be carried out are:-

· Siding out of footways

· Cleaning of signs

· Repairs to signs, refixing to posts and realignment of posts

· Clearing of vegetation from signs and footways

· Re-setting slabs/block paving

· Isolated pothole repairs

· Minor kerb repairs

· Isolated gully clearing, rodding of connections, clearance of drainage grips

· Strimming and clearance of small areas of verge

· Paint of street furniture such as bollards

· Any works that may enhance the aesthetic look of the Parish.

It is not the intention that these gangs should replace the normal repair crews but be an added resource and it is envisaged that a gang should visit each Parish once a year, which will equate to one to two days work on highways related issues.  They will be putting together an annual programme detailing in which month Parishes can expect the gangs to be available to them and works will need to be identified in advance by letter for most issues, but the gang will be able to accept works on arrival on site, provided these fall within their remit and they have the materials to hand.  The role and exact remit is dependent on the nature of the works requested and will be constantly reviewed.  The Town Council should direct our requests in writing to our Area Manager, who would also be prepared to discuss the scheme with nominated representatives.

The Clerk said they have still not replaced the setts, and there are now quite a lot of these stored in the Market House.  It was AGREED to contact Ian Smith, our Area Manager, about these now.

Councillor Mrs Talbot suggested that two Members should go round to look at various issues for this, and she volunteered to do this for Trinity Ward.  It was suggested that perhaps Councillor Jones would be prepared to assist her.

Councillor Matthew said that with 270 Parishes, he did not feel there would be a lot of time spent here, but Councillor Spendlove said some of the Parishes are very small villages so they would not need much time.

Sun Hill Access Road
It had been decided to place this on the Agenda, to see if the section of road behind Ram's Supermarket should be kept open to traffic, in view of the limited visibility.  Councillor Pote said this is useful, particularly if there is an obstruction at the Fox Street/Kettering Road junction.  It has been mentioned that vehicles do come out here quite fast on occasions.  It was AGREED to take no action here.

Overhanging Bushes
It was reported that at the junction of Kipton Field and Drake Close, there are some leylandii bushes which are encroaching onto the footpath.  It was AGREED to report this to Street Doctor.

Parking on the Footpath
Councillor Roebuck said there are a lot of cars parked on the pavement in the town, and they do not leave sufficient room for people with prams or mobility scooters to get past.  It was AGREED to ask the Safer Community Team if they could look at this generally in the town.

Area Behind McDonalds
It was confirmed that this area has been cleared because Birse Civils will be using it as their compound for the improvement work on the A14.

Columbus Crescent 
A further letter had been received that the Senior Construction Manager for MGWSP has looked at the area himself, but he will obtain at least one more opinion and then write to us again with their conclusions.

Weed Treatment
The Clerk confirmed that Weedwise still carry out the weed killing treatment in Rothwell.  This does now seem to have been done.

299
PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
Councillor Spendlove reported that the following Refusal had been received:-

KET/2009/0217
Land to rear of 99-101 Rushton Road – Four dwellings.

The following Approvals had been received :-

KET/20090283
25 Moorfield Road – Extension.

KET/2009/0252
Rothwell Grange Court, Kettering Road – Two starter units.

The following Applications had been received and dealt with by the Planning Referee or the Deputy:-

KET/2009/0294
7 Lewin Close – Garage to habitable room and extension.




No objection, provided the neighbours' existing amenities are not 



adversely affected.

KET/2009/0332
8 Cook Close – Extension and relocation of rear boundary fence.




No objection.

KET/2009/0367
14 Cross Street – Rear extension and front and rear access ramps.




No objection, provided the neighbours' existing amenities are not 



adversely affected.


KET/2009/0377
91 Rushton Road – Extension.




No objection.

Planning Training Sessions
Notification had been received from the Northamptonshire Association of Local Councils of two training sessions being put on in association with Planning Aid.  The first was on a guide to understanding the planning framework, and the second to be held on Tuesday, 1st December from 6.30 to 9.00 pm in Litchborough is entitled "Development Control – Responding to Applications".  The Clerk had sent details to the Planning Referee and Deputy, and Councillor Jones had indicated that he felt the first course would cover the same details as the Borough session they had attended, but he would be interested in attending the second one and Councillor Spendlove said he would also like to go to this.  It was AGREED to book two places and that the fee of £11.00 per person would be paid by the Town Council.

Anaerobic Digesters
Councillor Mrs Talbot had heard that Burton Latimer has been granted Planning Permission for an anaerobic digester there, despite that Town Council's objections.  It was thought this would be near the wind farm.  Councillor Spendlove understood there were only two up and running ion the country at the present time.

300
MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Possible Capital Projects
There was nothing to report on this item at the present time, but Councillor Matthew felt it would be interesting to see what happens with the Borough Council plans for funding of Town and Parish Councils.

Licensing Matters
Councillor Pote declared an Interest as a Member of the Licensing Committee.  We had received notification of an Application by a firm called Cork & Cheese Limited and the Clerk understood this was a company which imported Australian wines.  The details on the form were that it would be a small retail outlet at No.24A Market Hill.  On Monday evenings between 6.00 and 10.00 pm the unit would be closed to the public and open to members only.  The Clerk was asked to find out if this was to be a restaurant.  

It was asked if all public houses now need to carry the name of the Licensee above the door because some of the names in the town are now out of date.  Councillor Pote will find this out.

Regional Plan
Copies of the letter from the East Midlands Regional Assembly had been circulated prior to this Meeting, for information.

Miscellaneous
The County Association of Local Councils Annual General Meeting. is to be held on Wednesday, 14th October in Moulton.  A letter had also been received in connection with Northamptonshire LINk which is a group of individuals and community groups who work together to improve health and social care services in Northamptonshire.  It was AGREED to take no action on either of these matter.

Fire Service
Councillor Pote reported that the County Council has spent £1.5m on fire appliances which will upgrade the facilities in the County to a large extent.

301
FINANCIAL REPORT

General Statement
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Talbot and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee



Service or Goods



Amount
Mrs C E Mackay 

Clerk's Salary




£474.90

Cllr A J Mills


Chairman's half-yearly allowance

£300.00

Kaygee Data & Electrical
Portable Appliance Test


  £27.60

Cash



Petty Cash




  £10.00

The Clerk reported that she had received a telephone call from British Telecom that we are now paying £45 per month for their services, with 17 months remaining on the contract.  If we extend our contract to 24 months now, the charge will reduce to £34.99 per month.  This would include hub anti-virus route and a mobile broadband package.  We could also have an additional phone line, if required.  The are to telephone the Clerk to see if the Town Council wishes to take up this offer.  It was MOVED by Councillor Matthew, SECONDED by Councillor Spendlove and RESOLVED to extend the contract to 24 months to reduce the charges.

Town & Parish Council Funding
Copies of the letter dated 25th June 2009 from Paul Sutton, the Borough Head of Finance, together with a previous letter and timetable, had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  The Clerk had hoped that the consultation papers would have arrived by today, but we do not have them yet.  They will be circulated for the next Meeting.  There are to be three consultation Meetings from 7.00 to 9.00 pm at the Municipal Offices on 30th July, 20th August and 10th September 2009.  Members of the Town Council will make their own appointments to attend one of these.

This matter can be discussed further at the next Meeting on 11th August.  Councillors Mrs Brown and Pote, as Members of the Borough Executive, will not be able to take part in any decision on precepting/grants.  It was AGREED the Clerk should check the date by which the Town Council's response has to be in, and we can then arrange a Special Meeting to decide on the response.

302
ADMISSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC
In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was AGREED that the Press and Public be asked to withdraw.

