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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL

A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.30 pm on Tuesday, 13th January 2008 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot

Chairman
Councillor Mrs C M Brown

Councillor C W Cross

Councillor D W Jones

Councillor N A Matthew (8.00 pm)

Councillor A C Pote

Councillor Mrs L A Russell

Councillor M W Spendlove (7.07 pm)

Councillor K D Sumpter

Councillor K R Unger

233
PRAYERS
The Revd Roger Smith said Prayers and referred to the fact that this is the first Meeting in 2009, and hoped the following year would bring prosperity and neighbourliness to the area.  There will shortly be the inauguration of Barack Obama as President of the United States which is welcomed by many people.  He also mentioned those residents who have recently died.

The Chairman thanked the Revd Smith for coming round the Residential and Nursing Homes in December with the Church Choir and the Members of the Citizens Welfare Committee.

234
APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillors Mills and Roebuck, who were obliged to attend other Meetings, and from Councillors Matthew and Spendlove who would be late attending.

235
COMMUNITY POLICING
As no Police Officer was present, this item was omitted.

236
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
(1)
Groococks Development:  Mrs Hodson had received another letter from Carla Boswell of the County Rights of Way Department, and the Town Council had also got this.  They agreed that the wall does not comply with the regulations.  Mrs Hodson had spoken to her again today because they have extended the wall and put another one on it with bricks.  Ms Boswell is to take up this issue.  The road is still muddy and has potholes because of the construction traffic.  There has been a lot of noise at about 7.15 am and also vibration from the equipment.  She has spoken to Mr Naylor and he will look into this.  Another resident had spoken to the people putting up the extension to the wall and apparently there is to be a handrail on top and the residents thought this would be lethal. 

It was explained that the Town does not have any direct power to take enforcement action, but it was the Town Council which originally brought the matter to the attention of the County Rights of Way Department who are now looking at the footpath.  It was thought the work was due to be completed by the end of April.  Residents were advised that they could contact Mr Peter Chaplin at the Borough Planning Department with any queries.

Councillor Spendlove joined the Meeting at 7.07 pm.

(2)
Litter:  There is a lot of litter on the path behind Gordon Street, right up to the Community Centre.  A resident had photographs of damage to the trees because of the wire which has fallen down and these were taken on 29th December when the dog waste bin had not been emptied for many weeks, so that waste was left on the top: this has now been emptied however.  Several of the lamps on the footpath have been out for some time.  Councillor Mrs Brown is the Portfolio Holder for the Environment at the Borough and will take this up with the Officers this week and explain the situation fully.

(3)
Blue Bell Inn:  the footpath at the rear by the entrance to the car park is in a dangerous condition.  It was AGREED to report this to the County Council.

(4)
Blocked Drains:  several in the town are still blocked up.

(5)
BNP Posters:  Mr West reported there were some of these on the notice board, but they were removed after a while.  It was not known who had taken these down as the Clerk had not done this.  However, she said that the notice board was not for party political items but for events, and she would have removed them if she had seen them there.

(6)
Town Council:  Mr West referred to Councillor Jones' statement at the December Meeting that he does get discouraged because he comes to the Meetings but we do not get anywhere.  Mr West agreed as some of the items we are talking about now, we had been discussing many years ago.

(7)
Bus Bays and Shelters at the Medical Centre:  the Chairman thanked Mr West for attending the publicity event there.

(8)
Well Lane Recreation Ground:  a resident said the same cars are back again on Tuesdays and Sundays at 9.00 pm, including when it is very icy, and there are tracks there.  A lot of teenagers are also in the car park.  It was AGREED we will pass this to Sgt Hopkins and the resident has also been in touch with the Police.  If the resident would like to contact Councillor Sumpter he can also contact the Police directly if she would prefer this.  The resident still felt that a pole at the entrance would stop this type of action.  However, Councillor Jones said we had had a pole put at Manor Park some time ago but the Council workers do not lower this, and now the cars are back there.  Councillor Mrs Brown will also speak to the Borough Officers about this.  There will be CCTV cameras when the building is refurbished and there will be a caretaker who can deal with a barrier as and when necessary.  The Town Council did ask for a camera in that car park some time ago.

(9)
Dog Warden:  there is a lot of dog mess around the town, particularly in the Glendon Road and Columbus Crescent areas.  The Chairman suggested that residents go into the Customer Services area in the Library and inform them.  The Town Council did arrange for new bins to be placed by the water tower and at the bottom of Leys Avenue and these are being used regularly.

(10)
Traffic Calming, Glendon Road:  the Town Council has been advised that the build-out has to go in the location which has been chosen because of the lack of visibility in other areas, including going out of town, and this has been checked by the County Highway Safety Officers.

(8)
Policing:  a resident had hoped that the police would be here, but the litter in the photographs are largely alcohol related.  The youths congregate in the fenced-off area behind No.41 Gordon Street and they felt if this was removed they would not sit there.  This problem could be linked with the vehicle in Well Lane Recreation Ground.  There are some very young children there and green plastic bags which could indicate where the alcohol was bought.

237
MINUTES

It was MOVED by Councillor Unger, SECONDED by Councillor Pote and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th December 2008 be confirmed and signed.

238
HIGHWAYS

Glendon Road Traffic Calming
As requested at the last Meeting, the Clerk had written to the County Highways Department to acknowledge receipt of the plans and that we hoped work would start on 2nd February as stated.  Just before Christmas another letter had been received that they would appreciate the Town Council's comments on the scheme design.  As we are keen that work should start as soon as possible the Chairman and Clerk had responded that the Town Council was fully consulted by Andrew Leighton before the plans were drawn up and therefore we are happy with the build-out and the use of vehicle activated signs.

Footway, Rothwell to Desborough
We had received notification that the work on the shared footpath and cycleway should have started during the week beginning Monday, 5th January 2009.  This is not to be illuminated, although we had said we would have liked low-level lighting.  It was confirmed that work has started.

Highway Priorities
Copies of the list from the County council had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  There were also some maps which highlighted areas and these had not been copied but were available at this Meeting.

A43 Northampton to Kettering
Copies of the letter and notes from the County Council, and Councillor Jones' own notes had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  Councillor Jones was prepared to attend the next Stakeholder Meeting on behalf of the Town Council on 27th March 2009.

Winter Salting
We had now received the leaflet outlining the salting routes in bad weather.  Councillor Spendlove said that most of the minor roads are now being salted again, and this was welcomed.

Councillor Spendlove said that he has served as the Snow Representative for the last ten years, but he will tender his resignation at the Annual Meeting in May because if there is a lot of snow he also has priorities on his farm to look after his stock.  

Councillor Unger said that when it is icy, it is very dangerous at the Medical Centre and the staff are not allowed to grit this because if they leave a patch, they are liable.  The Clerk said when we last looked into this some years ago, it was understood that people can salt an area if this is for their own needs, but you should not regularly salt in case people rely on this but you cannot always do it.  It was AGREED that the Clerk should try and find out the legality of residents using the salt, and if the Medical Centre staff can do this on their premises if a grit bin was provided.

Columbus Crescent
This street was due to be re-surfaced but work has not yet taken place, and it was felt the Order might be nearing expiry.  The Clerk will find out about this.

Vehicle Activated Sign
It was reported that the sign coming into Kettering Road from the A14 does not appear to be working properly.  It was AGREED to report this.

Street Lights
There are four street lights out by the Cricket Field in Desborough Road.  Councillor Pote spoke to Street Doctor about this today to chase the matter up.

Weeds, High Hill Avenue
It was reported that the weeds from the back of the fences to the Newham Close gardens are coming over into High Hill Avenue again.  There was a lot of controversy about whose responsibility these are, but Councillor Spendlove understood that the strip of land between the fence and the wall does not belong to the residents, but Kettering Borough Council still owns this.  It was AGREED to report this.

Footpath off Edinburgh Close
The Clerk had originally reported this blocked footpath to the County Rights of Way Department but they had not taken any action, so she has now reported it through Street Doctor.

Parish Questionnaire
We had received a copy of the Parish Satisfaction Questionnaire from MGWSP and the Chairman and Clerk will complete this.
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PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
Councillor Spendlove referred to the article in the Evening Telegraph about a proposal for development between Kettering and Violet Lane, but he felt this was too close to Rothwell. However, he also felt that to even mention this possibility at this stage was premature.  We had also received notification of permission for the existing fence at Montsaye School to be replaced.

Councillor Matthew joined the Meeting at 8.00 pm.

The following Refusal had been received:-

KET/2008/0941
Land adjoining 57 Scott Avenue – One dwelling.

The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2008/0871
Top Lodge, Violet Lane – Extensions.

KET/2008/0874
2 Matson Close – Conservatory to front.

KET/2008/0883
84 Harrington Road – Extensions.

KET/2008/0893 )
Rothwell House Hotel, Bridge Street – New railings to front wall and new KET/2008/0894 )
paving to front terrace.    

KET/2008/0935
The Co-operative Pharmacy – Illuminated fascia and projecting sign.

KET/2008/0965
Zone C, Plot 1, Glendon Road – Parking, landscaping and access.

KET/2008/0968
Rothwell Water Tower, Rushton Road – Two antennas.

The following Applications had been received and our observations were as stated:-

KET/2008/0997
15 Wales Street and adjoining land – Residential Development.

Object:  Rothwell Town Council feels this is over-development as the units are too small and therefore there should be only six units as originally proposed, which would also reduce the number of vehicles.  In any event, it would be dangerous to have on-street parking on this side of the road because of the lack of visibility, and no unit should be occupied until there is a Traffic Order prohibiting parking along the frontage of this site.

KET/2008/1011
29 Moorfield Road – Extensions.




No objection.

KET/2008/1029
The Heritage Centre, 14 Bridge Street – New display window to front.




No objection.

Planning Task & Finish Group
Copies of the letter, notes and Action Plan from the Borough Council had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was MOVED by the Chairman, SECONDED by Councillor Spendlove and RESOLVED to seek clarification on the following two items:-

(1)
Page 3 – Town/Parish Councils be informed that they are not able to delegate decisions to individual Councillors.

(2)
Page 19 – Ward Members should not take part in considering Applications relating to their own Wards.

Planning Training
Notification had been received of a Planning Training Session on Monday, 23rd February 2009 for Members of Parish and Town Councils.  It was AGREED that Councillors Spendlove and Jones as Planning Referee and Deputy would attend.

Groococks Development
Copies of a letter from Carla Boswell, the County Rights of Way Access Officer, to Philip Hollobone MP were available at this Meeting.  In the letter, Ms Boswell referred to Margaret Hodson as the Clerk to the Town Council but we had E-mailed her to correct this and received an apology in response.

Councillor Jones felt this development was the best in Rothwell since the Plough Close façade and the way it has been done is exemplary and it was agreed this will be nice when it is finished.  As he had mentioned previously, if we do make the footpath wider there will be motorcycles going up there which will be a nuisance for the residents.

Miscellaneous
We had received a letter from Infinergy that the consultation on the proposed wind farm near Rushton has been delayed but they will let us have the new date as soon as it becomes available.

The programme for the review of the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy had also been received.  The County Chief Planning Officer had sent a letter in connection with the mandatory standard application form, which is also accompanied by changes to the procedures involved in the validation of applications.
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ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY 

Bus Stops by Medical Centre
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 11th December 2008 had been circulated prior to this Meeting and it was AGREED that this be approved and adopted.  The Chairman had asked the Clerk to put in some further information on this matter and copies of the Sustainability Statement on the Planning Application, the Town Council's response and a letter in the Evening Telegraph had also been circulated prior to this Meeting.   Copies were handed to Mr West at the Meeting as he had raised the petition about this matter.

The Sustainability Statement did refer to a Travel Plan and it was AGREED to ask Mr Martin Hammond, the Borough Deputy Chief Executive, if this is now forthcoming.

Councillor Pote referred to the mention on the bus stop in front of the Library, and he wondered if there was anything we could do to stop vehicles parking there.  The shelter has been provided from his Ward Initiative Grant.  Councillor Cross said that unless this is enforced it will not be effective.

It was AGREED to ask for bus bay markings at the bus stop in front of the Library in Market Hill.

Ward Walkabout
Copies of the Borough Report on the Walkabout in Rothwell had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  If any Member has a query on this, they can ask the Borough Councillors.

Bus Services 18 and 19
A response had been received from Mr Brian Hadden of Stagecoach, that he had actually suggested that the Town Council might like to consult with the residents who would be affected by any change to route 18.  It was AGREED to prepare letters for the Members to take round and the Chairman and Councillors Pote and Unger would be able to do this.

Mr Hadden also confirmed that the proposed changes to Service 19 would make the service to Rothwell and Desborough every 15 minutes instead of the current 20 minutes, and also hourly as opposed to two hourly on Sundays.  He felt this would be of benefit to the residents of both Rothwell and Desborough.  The proposal was welcomed by the Members of the Town Council.

Greening Road Play Area
Ms Pia Bellamy of the Borough Council had sent us copy of the letters sent to 125 local people to vote on one of the two designs for the play area here together with the consultation leaflet.  A media release was sent out to encourage as many children, young people and adults as possible to vote for their preferred design.  It was reported that the new play area is likely to cost about £56,000 whichever scheme is chosen  It is hoped this will alleviate the problems in this area.

Dental Practice
We had not yet received a reply to our letter on this.  Councillor Unger asked if he could have a copy of the letter we had sent.

Manor Park
Councillor Spendlove reported that Mr Dines from the Citizens Welfare Committee had informed him that they were prepared to put some money to level the area by the Bowling Club.  However, they have not had a response on this offer, and unless this is done quickly they will not be able to use Manor Park this summer for the Fete, which they would prefer to do.

It was AGREED to E-mail the Borough Council, that if the Citizens Welfare Committee make a contribution would it be possible for them the Borough to flatten this area by just taking the turf up, flattening the ground underneath and then replacing the turf.  If this simple method was used the area could be used within a few weeks and it would not disturb any archaeological remains underneath, although in fact the area was dug up previously when the bowling green was prepared.

Councillor Pote said that if we ever had to raise a precept we could employ a part-time litter picker.  Other Members suggested that we could have a Traffic Warden.  However, it is people who cause litter not the Borough council.  If we do something which saves the Borough Council money, we get a rebate for this.  Councillor Cross suggested that areas in Kettering would also have to raise a precept to have work carried out.  Some Members felt we would have more control over our own destiny.  

Energy Review
We had now received a reply from Mr John Conway, Borough Head of Housing, to our query about callers at Madams Gardens speaking to the residents about cavity wall insulation.  He confirmed that a comprehensive stock condition survey of all the Council's housing, including Madams Gardens, is planned to take place during 2009/10 and an energy review will be included as part of this survey.  He will also arrange for an item about bogus and unsolicited callers to be placed in the next edition of their newsletter for tenants.  
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MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Capital Projects
The Chairman said she would like to take a vote on this matter, in view of the discussion at the December Meeting.  The vote would be on whether any capital projects would still go ahead including a newsletter, a Public Meeting and consultation on what residents would like to take place.

Councillor Mrs Russell was upset that after their work, the Meeting on the Saturday morning was cancelled and we will not now find out what residents want from us.  People are not aware of what the Town Council is doing.  If people do not want a Town Council she would be the first to vote for this.  Public consultation is the first step to find out.  Councillor Jones had always been uncomfortable with this suggestion, particularly the issue of a precept which he felt was linked.  

For the year 2010/11 the Borough Council will put forward some suggestions about funding and Councillor Cross felt we could wait until then.  Others felt that if we wait this will be too late.  The various issues were discussed, including a newsletter.  Councillor Matthew was also disappointed and horrified that the Meeting was cancelled and he felt some Members thought this exercise would automatically end in a precept.  The Town Council has control of about £12,000 a year with the Ward Grants and it seems reasonable to consult with the people of Rothwell about the job we are doing.  It was originally suggested there could be a referendum on raising a precept, and he felt the Members should consult more with their constituents.  It was suggested we could probably get funding for a newsletter and public consultation from ACRE as there is finance for producing a Town Plan.  There is potential through Mr Robin Matthews because there is surplus funding for projects which could be completed by the end of March.

It was felt the Members should proceed and the Clerk would be involved at a later stage when the issue came back to the full Town Council.

The Motion was put to the vote that the Town Council is in favour of producing a newsletter, holding a Public Meeting and discussions with residents on what projects and improvements they would like to see, to be financed out of existing funds at the present time.

Voting



In favour of the Motion


8

Voting



Against the Motion



2

The Motion was therefore Carried.  It was Recorded that Councillors Mrs Brown, Matthew, Pote, Mrs Russell, Spendlove Sumpter, Mrs Talbot and Unger voted in favour of the Motion, and Councillors Cross and Jones voted against.  It was FURTHER AGREED that the Project Team would consist of Councillors Mrs Brown, Matthew, Russell, Sumpter and  Unger.

The Chairman said that Borough Councillors get a magazine from the Local Councils Association, and this mentioned that Councillors have a duty to encourage participation in Local  Government democracy.  The Northamptonshire Enterprise Association is the EMDA funding conduit in this County.  

It was AGREED that the proposed  Meeting on 5th March 2009 be postponed. 

Licensing Application
Councillors Pote and Mrs Talbot declared Interests as they both sit on the Borough Licensing Committee.

The Clerk reported that we had received copy of the application for a new Premises Licence in respect of the Rowell Charter Inn, which is a technical application which has been made following the determination by the Borough Council that the previous Premises Licence had lapsed.  The Clerk understood that the Director of Churchill Taverns who had previously held all the Premises Licences had left that Company, which had made them invalid.  A Temporary Licence had been obtained which restricted the hours the premises could be open and this Application is for a new full Premises Licence.  In view of the circumstances, the Town Council had not made any comment on this.

Freedom of Information Act
The Clerk confirmed that she had put the Model Scheme on the Website under the Town Council section.

Miscellaneous
Copies of the Notice of the Annual General Meeting of Rothwell & Desborough Futures Limited had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  We had subsequently received an E-mail that the venue was to be changed to the Trinity Centre.

We had received notification of both the Borough and the County Budget Consultation Meetings, and that there will be a Holocaust Memorial Ceremony at 12.00 noon on Sunday, 25th January at Kettering Council Chambers

The CPRE has a national Stop the Drop campaign against litter and fly-tipping, and would like to see as many litter picks as possible across the County during the period Friday, 20th March to Sunday, 29th March 2009.
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FINANCIAL REPORT

General Statement
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Pote and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee



Service or Goods



Amount
Mrs C E Mackay

Clerk's Salary




£459.00

Cllr Mrs M E Talbot

Chairman's half-yearly allowance

£300.00

Cash



Petty Cash




  £10.00

The statement shows that we have received the monies relating to the County Councillor's Ward Initiative Grant, and Councillor Pote explained that for technical reasons this has to be paid through our Account and not to the provider of the service contract.  There is £6,000 toward the refurbishment of the Greening Road Play Area and £1,334 to restore the old lamps to be replaced in Squires Hill.  Hopefully the CCTV will protect these lamps as they were subject to vandalism when they were up previously.

Funding 2009/10
Copies of the letter and precept form had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  The Borough's grant for 2009/10 is £12,340 and this will be paid on 21st April 2009.  As to a precept, it was MOVED by Councillor Matthew, SECONDED by Councillor Spendlove and RESOLVED not to request a precept for the next financial year.

242
ADMISSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC
In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was AGREED that the Press and Public be asked to withdraw.

