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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL

A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 10th February 2009 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot

Chairman
Councillor Mrs C M Brown

Councillor C W Cross

Councillor D W Jones

Councillor N A Matthew

Councillor A J Mills

Councillor A C Pote (7.55 pm)

Councillor R D Roebuck

Councillor Mrs L A Russell

Councillor M W Spendlove

Councillor K R Unger

244
PRAYERS
Before the business of the Meeting commenced, the Revd Roger Smith said Prayers and included a mention for those affected by the current bad weather, and the shops and businesses in the town during this difficult economic climate.

245
APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillor Sumpter, who was working outside the area, and from Councillor Pote, who would be late because he was attending a Borough Meeting.

246
COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
PCSOs Sam Gell and Paul Miller were present at the Meeting and had the crime figures for January showing the number of reported incidents at 50, as follows:-


Burglary Other – 4

Criminal damage – 16

Deception/Fraud – 1

Drug Offences – 1

Other Offences – 2

Theft from Motor Vehicles – 10 

Theft/Handling – 7

Theft of Motor Vehicles – 4

Violent Offices – 5

The total for the year is 418.  As to criminal damage, there has been a spate of wing mirror damage, and the Police have been dealing with this by going out early in the morning to target the areas and the people who might be involved.  PCSO Gell felt their presence had had an impact on this.  They are continuing to keep an eye on this during the day as well and speak to members of the public.

Councillor Mills said the problem is still here because he has had two windscreens put in and one truck stolen but he has not seen the PCSOs around.  During this period of snow, there were quad bikes racing around the town.  He also felt there were problems with all the pubs apart from the Charter.  PCSO Gell said she has been out late and they do what they can, taking into account the budgets.  They do also need people to report all these incidents and they will react as well as they can.  It was reported there have been other incidents in the area of Rushton Road and Rock Hill.  PCSO Miller advised that people should not leave items on view in their cars.  Some Members also felt there is a drug problem in Rothwell. Councillor Mrs Russell said her windscreen wipers had been stolen twice in the last two weeks.  She has also seen the quad bikes, including in Church Walk and youths in cars racing around Market Hill Square.  Councillor Mrs Brown has spoken to those on quad bikes; she and Councillor Mrs Russell were able to give the names of people they believed were involved in this behaviour.

Councillor Roebuck said children not at school have been throwing snowballs with stones in them to try and break people's windows, but someone has taken photographs of them and he will arrange for these to be passed to the Police.  

The offences of burglary dwelling have gone up quite a lot and Councillor Mrs Brown wondered if someone had returned to the town after an absence.  PCSO Gell said these burglaries have been in various parts of the town, and PCSO Miller confirmed that known offenders are being spoken to by PCs Cotterell and O'Hara.  Councillor Mrs Brown said last month we reported a white vehicle coming to the town on Tuesdays, and this was seen in Market Hill Square at about 7.30 pm on Monday.  

Councillor Spendlove asked about the five violent offences but these seem to be isolated cases and not linked – in fact a push or a shove can be regarded as a violent crime.  Councillor Jones said we have had two major crimes in the last year with the robberies at the Bookmakers and the Nationwide but it does not seem that anyone has been arrested.  The PCSOs were not aware of progress on these or the general clear-up rates but it is thought likely the robberies were not carried out by local people.

Councillor Matthew asked if Greening Road can be put on the rota for the hand-held speed camera, as vehicles are probably doing more than 30 mph in this 20 mph area.  It was confirmed that the Police cannot prosecute for doing more than 20 mph as that is not a legal limit, and the County policy is that they have to be doing more than 10 mph over the speed limit.

The Chairman said that at the last Meeting there were residents from Gordon Street who complained about the youths congregating, drinking and doing deals behind these houses by Manor Park.  The PCSOs said unfortunately there are about four access points here so the youths can get away easily.  The have spoken to the shopkeeper about the sale of alcohol, and do patrol all the off-licences on Friday and Saturday evenings.

247
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
Mr West was the only member of the public present, and had the following queries:-

(1)
Bus Bays at the Medical Centre: there are to be more buses on service 19 and he wondered if we yet had any response about this.  If we get a negative response, he hoped the Town Council would be able to do something about it.  We have not yet heard anything, and it was AGREED to ask Councillor Seery and MGWSP for an update.  

(2)
Cyclepath, Rothwell to Desborough:  it was not known how much this would cost, but they are not now going to put lighting along the path which will make it a lot cheaper than originally anticipated.  It was AGREED to ask the cost.

(3)
Medical Centre:  the last paragraph of the letter from Dr John Holden in the Evening Telegraph stated that "We will be very disappointed if the activities of the Town Council result in a reduced service instead of the major improvement planned, as should the voters of Rothwell".  It was confirmed that we had had a Meeting with the Doctors and they said that the lack of room for parking on a town centre site would make this unsuitable.

(4)
Salting of Pavements:  Mr West did not think we had had much salt put on the pavements.  There used to be the Council workforce who would do this when they could not collect the rubbish.  The shopkeepers also used to clear the pavements outside their premises.

(5)
Blocked Drains: these are still blocked outside the Help the Aged shop.

(6)
Snow Representative:  it was confirmed that it is the Snow Representative who would report any particularly bad areas to see if these could be treated.  Councillor Spendlove has had to resign due to the amount of work on his farm, but the Clerk reported two areas to the Borough Council and they did grit these.

(7)
Footpath at rear of Blue Bell Inn:  the Clerk had not inspected this straight away so that she could report to Street Doctor exactly what the problem was, and now she could not because it was covered with snow.  Mr West said a lady fell down there in December and the ambulance had to come.  The Chairman explained that the top surface has come off and so it is very uneven and slopes to the road.

(8)
Previous County Council Chief Executive:  Mr West thought it was a disgrace that Mr Peter Gould receives £100,000 pension.

248
MINUTES
On page 212 in the first paragraph relating to Manor Park it was minuted that it was Councillor Spendlove who had raised this, but in fact it was Councillor Cross.

Subject to this amendment, it was MOVED by Councillor Unger, SECONDED by Councillor Spendlove and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th January 2009 be confirmed and signed.

249
HIGHWAYS

Voluntary Highway Salting
Copies of the reply received from Mr David Grindley, the County Streetworks Manager about voluntary road and footway salting had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  This confirmed that the County will not salt private land which is not public highway.  Therefore the car park to the new Medical Centre should be salted by the Centre themselves.  He suggested that if the Centre does not salt the car park and someone slips then they would be liable, particularly in reference to the Occupiers Liability Acts.  He could not give any advice directly to them concerning their liability over whether to, or not to, salt.  The County cannot supply a grit bin, albeit on highway land, for the purpose of a private establishment to use for the salting of their own land.  As to salting the pavements in the area, Desborough Road is on the precautionary salting network which results in some salt being thrown onto the adjacent footpaths during the gritting operation.  The County does not carry out any dedicated precautionary salting of footpaths, along with all other similar highway authorities in the country.  There would not be the resources available to carry this operation out.  

As to the voluntary salting of the highway, although the law in this area is generally unclear, a simple definition that is workable is that the public should take care not to undertake actions which they can foresee might cause accidents.  Basically, the salt for the grit bin is for self-help for residents to enable them to drive or walk in adverse weather conditions, but it is not for an individual to carry out large amounts of salting of the highway on a regular basis.  Mr Grindley was unsure of the arrangement the Clerk had with Atkins, but they do not supply loose salt to either individuals or Parish Councils.  The best solution would be for the County to supply a grit bin to keep the salt in for us to use, and he asked where the best location would be for the bin to be sited in relation to the Market House.

It was confirmed that there used to be grit bins in the town centre, but it was not thought it would be appropriate to have one next to the Market House.  It was AGREED to ask for bins to be placed in the following locations, and for them to fill the existing bins:-

(a)
on the eastern side of the Market Hill Square, by the side of the Chinese Takeaway;

(b)
at the top of Columbus Crescent;

(c)
on the corner of Rushton Road and Shotwell Mill Lane.

Columbus Crescent
A response had been received from Mr Nick Gore, the County Highways Community Liaison Officer that the re-surfacing of Columbus Crescent is now due to start on 17th April next, marking the beginning of the 2009/10 programme.

Street Lighting on Footpath UH11
An E-mail had been received from Mr Richard Hall, the County Rights of Way Community Liaison Manager that they had a request in September to look at putting street lights in the alleyway between Cross Street and Rushton Road, which is also public right of way UH11.  The normal policy is that the County would not light such a route unless it was also adopted (i.e. on the Highways Register).  As this path is not adopted they will not be promoting lighting, but as the Town Council has a street lighting remit, he thought it might be something we would wish to consider.  

Councillor Cross said that alleyways are now normally lit.  This path does have a light at either end and it was AGREED to ask the Borough Council if they will install another light in the middle of this alleyway for security reasons, and to send a copy to Mr John Nichols, the Borough Community Safety Officer.

Highways Community Safety Officer
Mr Nick Gore had suggested he could attend a Meeting here either on 19th February, or during the first two weeks in March.  It was AGREED to arrange the Meeting for 7.30 pm on Thursday, 5th March 2009, immediately after the Town Centre Partnership Meeting.

Tree, Greening Road
It was reported on that there is an overgrown tree by No.14 Greening Road which is tangled in the telephone cables, has some side shoots which are scraping along the side of the bus and also has thorns.  It was AGREED to report this tree to MGWSP and ask them deal with this.

Councillor Pote joined the Meeting at 7.55 pm.

Articulated Lorries
Councillor Unger referred to the number of large lorries coming through Rothwell, some of which are so large they have difficulty getting through the town.  There are the weight restrictions and you are not allowed to enter these areas unless you have business here.  There is a weight restriction on a short section of Glendon Road this side of the access to the Kettering North Business Park but this does not seem to be enforced.  Some lorries go down Glendon Road but cannot get over the railway bridge or go through Rushton to Corby.  Even the Tesco lorries are not supposed to travel through this area but they come into the town this way.  

It was AGREED to E-mail Sgt Tony Hopkins and as if he could pass this to the Traffic Police for their attention.

250
PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
Councillor Spendlove reported that we had received the result of the Appeal against the Refusal of Outline Application KET/2007/0136 for residential development on land south of Harrington Road.  It seems this Appeal was mainly lost because the Inspector felt the site would be too noisy.

The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2008/0952
9 Bridge Street – Illuminated signs.

KET/2008/0984
69 Harrington Road – Extensions.

KET/2008/0997
15 Wales Street and adjoining land – Seven dwellings and one flat.

The following Application had been received, and our observations were as stated:-

KET/2009/0-24
27 Harrington Road – Rear extension.

No objection, provided the windows do not overlook adjoining properties.

Land adjoining 31 Manor Road
We had now received a response from the Borough Planning Department about the garage and parking at the new house constructed on this plot.  The plan as originally submitted proposed a two storey dwelling with integral garage, as shown on the plan sent to us.  The layout of the site was considered unacceptable as it provided for the dwelling to be set well back from Manor Road (to accommodate the width of the building on a tapering plot) such that it would have had an adverse effect on the amenity of the bungalow to the rear and the two storey element would have extended beyond the rear wall of No.31 by some 5.5m.  Therefore the garage had to be omitted to enable the necessary reduction in the footprint and the whole building was moved forward in the plot to reflect the character of the street pattern.  As amended, the development complies with guidelines relating to amenity and design matters, but it appears the Town Council was not notified of this amendment.

Rothwell North Consultation
The Clerk had received a telephone call from Rebecca Collins of the Borough Planning Department about the consultation on the Rothwell North development, and suggesting she could come to Rothwell on the 24th or 26th February.  It was AGREED to have this Meeting at 7.30 pm on Tuesday, 24th February.

Houses behind 31/35 High Street
Councillor Matthew said a neighbouring resident had complained to him that the plan for this development was originally to build a three storey block of flats, but this was turned down.  The developers removed the retaining wall between that property and the Farmhouse and they were supposed to replace this wall as part of the block of flats but they never did this.  Now the Farmhouse garden is subsiding into that plot and the residents of the Farmhouse are being asked to do something about this.  It was felt this is a civil matter between the two parties.
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ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Town Centre Partnership
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 22nd January 2009 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was MOVED by Councillor Jones, SECONDED by Councillor Matthew and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Bus Service 18
Copies of the results of the survey on whether affected residents would like the route of bus service 18 changed from Slade Valley Avenue to Sharman Way and Connolly Drive were available at this Meeting.  The majority would prefer the change with 83 people asking for this, and 33 being against.  The Clerk had included any comments made on the results, and there were several who said they would be disadvantaged by any change, as well as those who wanted this.  One person had asked if the bus could do a circle, as they do in Desborough, so that both routes could be incorporated and the Clerk had E-mailed Mr Brian Hadden of Stagecoach (with a copy of the survey results) to see if this would be possible and he is to consult his Timetables Manager.  However he said this might not be an option, in which case it is more likely they will leave the route as it is.

The Chairman was in favour of the change because a majority of people from the area wanted this, and other Members agreed.  The bus will be able to stop at the top and bottom of Slade Valley Avenue, and Councillor Unger had not seen many people waiting for the bus in the centre of that street: more people wait at the junction of Slade Valley Avenue and Kipton Field.  Some Members were concerned about going purely with the statistics, especially as there was a campaign for this change, and if there was a campaign for the opposite view, the outcome might have been different.  There are two people who said they would be housebound if there was this change, but Councillor Unger thought the bus would serve many more houses if it goes round that loop.  

It was PROPOSED to write to Stagecoach that the majority of the Members of the Town Council are in favour of the change to go round Sharman Way and Connolly Drive because this will service many more households and people can still pick up the bus at the top and bottom of Slade Valley Avenue, but it would be useful if they could fit in a loop.

Voting


For the Proposal


9

Voting


Against the Proposal


-

Not Voting






2

The Proposal was therefore AGREED, although Stagecoach will make the final decision.

Dentists' Surgery
The Clerk confirmed that we had not received a response yet from the PCT.  It was AGREED to chase a reply on this.

Rothwell Community Centre
Some residents are asking what is to happen to this building.  Some mothers do not want to take their young children there because it is now so disgusting.  The underpinning has been finished but the refurbishment does not have any funding at the present time.  As to this area generally, some residents of Coronation Avenue are not happy with the youths in the car park and one of the residents has asked for a bollard, and we have already passed this request to the Borough Council.

It was AGREED to ask the Borough Council what is to happen with the Community Centre, and if any decision has yet been made as the building is no longer fit to use.

Greening Road Play Area
The Clerk had been sent a copy of the Media Release on the new play area, that Design 2 was the preferred option and work will start during February and be completed during Spring 2009.  

Postal Deliveries
Councillor Mrs Brown commented that we seem to be getting less and less post when the regular Postman is on holiday.

Youth Group
Councillor Mrs Brown reported that unfortunately the Youth Group is going to fold as both the Secretary and Treasurer have resigned, and they are not getting any support from organisations in the town.  The Chairman and other Members regretted this.  

As to the funds the Youth Group is holding, Councillor Mrs Brown confirmed they will split these between the various youth groups, and perhaps also pay for the dancers to come out from the William Knibb Centre.  It was hoped that someone might be able to re-start this group at some time in the future.  

252
MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Possible Capital Projects
There was nothing to report on this item.

Rothwell United Charities
A letter had been received from the Secretary to the Rothwell United Charities that, following the resignation of one of the Trustees, they are looking for a replacement.  The Town Council does have the responsibility to appoint six of the eight Trustees and is therefore asked to nominate a suitable person to fill the vacancy.  The Charity suggested that either Hilary Read or Mandy Twigg would be suitable.

As no Member of the Town Council is currently a Trustee, it was AGREED that Councillor Mrs Russell be appointed a Trustee on the Rothwell United Charities.

Standards Board
We had received a questionnaire from the Standards Board for England, and the Vice-Chairman took this to complete.

Licensing Application
The Chairman and Councillor Pote declared Interests as Members of the Borough Licensing Committee.  Notification had been received for a Licence for sale by retail of alcohol by Magnolia The Florist at 25 High Street.  This is for their new premises and we had received notification previously because they wanted to sell bottles of champagne or wine with flowers for special occasions. It was AGREED to make no comment on this.

Neighbourhood Watch

Copy of a letter had been received from the Support Team of Neighbourhood Watch asking Town and Parish Councils if they could give some financial support.  It was AGREED to take no action here.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Spendlove and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee




Service or Goods



Amount
British Telecom (Paid 30.1.09)
Telephone and Broadband


£213.91

Mrs C E Mackay 


Clerk's Salary




£459.00

Kettering Borough Council

Ward Grant (Greening Road Park)
          £6000.00

Rothwell Gala Committee

Christmas Lights


          £2862.00

Ricoh UK Limited


Photocopier Maintenance


  £24.67

Colemans



Stationery




    £5.68

Cash




Petty Cash




  £20.00

The Meeting closed at 8.45 pm.










Chairman









Date

