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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL

A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 8th December 2009 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor A J Mills

Chairman
Councillor Mrs C M Brown

Councillor C W Cross

Councillor D W Jones

Councillor A C Pote

Councillor R D Roebuck

Councillor M W Spendlove (7.50 pm)

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot

347
PRAYERS
Before the business of the Council commenced, the Revd Roger Smith said Prayers and mentioned family and friends at Christmas time, the shops and businesses in the town, and also our schools which should be happy places for our children.

348
APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillors Matthew, Mrs Russell and Sumpter.

349
COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
Sgt Wayne Preece was present at the Meeting and the crime figures were also available showing there were a total of 28 incidents during November as follows:-

Burglary dwelling – 3

Burglary other – 1

Criminal damage – 5

Deception/fraud – 3

Drug offences – 1

Other offences – 1

Theft from motor vehicles – 1

Theft/handling – 4

Violence offences – 9.

It is disturbing that there were three incidents of burglary dwelling, in Catesby Road, School Lane and Rushton Road, the latter being an attempted distraction burglary.  The anti-social behaviour included more vehicle nuisance in Market Hill so Sgt Preece is going to use some overtime to try and deal with this, and the Traffic Police will assist.  If they catch the people involved, they will take the vehicles from them and advise them of the powers the Police have, and also explain in some detail how dangerous this behaviour is.  They are now sending letters to the parents of children involved in underage drinking.

Alcohol Exclusion Zone
The Clerk had drafted a letter to send to the people we would like to come to a Meeting, with a list of those who should be invited.  The Chairman thought we could use the Alcohol Exclusion Zone as a lever for the publicans about Rowell Fair.  Councillor Mrs Brown felt the pubs should be closed for a minimum of two, and preferably three, hours during Rowell Fair Monday.  This will be a Bank Holiday in 2010 which could make the situation even worse.  Councillor Pote also felt the Town Council should seriously consider having a Zone to assist the Police: both he and Councillor Mrs Brown have been out with the Police on Friday/Saturday nights in Kettering and Northampton and have seen how serious the drink problem can be.   Councillor Mrs Talbot felt there were two issues, firstly Rowell Fair but secondly Sgt Hopkins had explained that the problem is year long throughout the area which was marked on the map provided at the last Meeting.  Sgt Preece said Inspector Aistrop had asked him to get involved with the planning of Rowell Fair much earlier and he will do this.  

It was AGREED that the provisional date for the Meeting would be at 6.30 pm on Thursday, 4th February in the Trinity Centre, if this is available.  

The Clerk had asked Mr Russell Howell at the Borough Council for a list of the publicans and licensees in Rothwell , but this has not yet been received.  It was felt that Mr Howell and the Police Licensing Officer should both be invited to the Meeting, which should look at the problems which regularly occur and how the Alcohol Exclusion Zone would assist the Police.  We can also look at Rowell Fair week, and Councillor Mrs Brown felt the Police would know best what needs to be done.

350
ECO-HOUSING
Mr Paul Hicks, the Design Manager for Velux was present at the Meeting to explain their proposal for a pair of eco-houses on the Bovis site in Rothwell.  He explained they are looking at building zero energy housing and want to design what people actually need.  They have started six demonstration houses around Europe.  As their offices are in Kettering, it seemed sensible to build in this area and Bovis offered them a plot of land.  As opposed to traditional architecture, their semi-detached houses are of a different design, produced by architects who are very experienced in energy efficiency and they will be the first houses built to the new specifications.  Mr Hicks had brought boards to show the design and he explained these, but also that there were likely to be minor changes from these initial proposals.  The living areas will be larger than the normal new house, and will also be affordable for the average person.  The architects are looking at various different external finishes.  They hope these houses will put Rothwell and Kettering on the map for sustainable and low energy housing.  Their solar panels look like Velux windows with blinds, so are inconspicuous.  These houses will be monitored for six months, lived in for twelve months and then sold.  The main audience for this project will be the political one and they hope this will be a catalyst for changing the legislation. The second audience will be made up of architects and finally the consumer.

There is no environmental policy on integral garages because if you are leaving your car at home and walking or taking public transport, you need a secure place to leave your car.  They are considering additional features such as using rainwater to flush toilets.  Mr Hicks felt this was a very interesting project and Velux are proud to be involved.  The timescale is that they have to have these completed and open by the end of June 2010.  

Mr Hicks was thanked for attending the Meeting and explaining these interesting proposals.

351
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
(1)
Medical Centre Bus Bays:  Mr West asked if this item could be brought forward on the Agenda and this was AGREED.

Copies of the latest correspondence had been circulated prior to this Meeting and copies were handed to Mr West.  He said he did not have time to read this but did not think there was much progress.  He would like to see the Borough Council more involved, and for the County and Borough Councillors to let us know at the next Meeting what they are doing.

Councillor Spendlove joined the Meeting at 7.50 pm.

The Chairman said that things are moving, but Mr West said Lower Street has got these.  The developers put up the bus shelter and the bus sign, although the County Council did the other work.  The Members of the Town Council also feel it is very frustrating that bus stops were not incorporated from the beginning.  There is now to be a feasibility study for a pair of lay-bys at the location which will also provide full costings.  The Clerk will continue to try and get in touch with Primary Asset Management, and we hope to hear back shortly from the County with the results of the study.  We have the s.106 monies which will start this.  The County say Desborough Road is a primary route between two communities whereas Lower Street is not.  The Town Council does snot agree with them and will continue to pursue this issue.

352
MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Cross and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th November 2009 be confirmed and signed.

353
ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Bus Stops, Rothwell Medical Centre
This item had already been dealt with earlier in the Meeting.

Gala Committee
Copies of the Reports of the Meetings held on 12th and 26th November 2009 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.

Councillor Pote gave a preliminary report on the finances from the Gala, and it looks as though this year we will make a small loss of about £94, as there had to be new lighting for the stalls.  The exact amount will depend on whether the Borough Council will charge VAT for certain items.  Last year there was quite a big loss.  The Chairman thanked everyone who helped with the Gala Evening, including Councillor Spendlove.  Councillor Spendlove said there were problems with youths when the stalls were being taken down and the team doing this were upset that the Police were not there then.  We do ask for the Police to be present when this work is being done, and they need to be there until about 9.30 pm.

It was AGREED to send letters of thanks to those organisations who took stalls, the businesses who put up trees and the young street dancers.

Postal Deliveries, Cross Street
Copies of the letter from Mr Peter Chaplin, Borough Development Manager, had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  They had asked the residents of Avalon Court for their views on changing their post code but only had nine responses, of which five were agreeable to a change but four were not.  It was AGREED to send copy of this letter to the resident who had complained about the situation.

Councillor Mrs Talbot said it would have been helpful if there had been more co-operation with Mr Chaplin at an earlier stage about what the Borough Council was doing and she has already sent him an E-mail about this matter.

Stop the Drop Campaign
Copies of the letter from the Campaign to Protect Rural England had been circulated prior to this Meeting, and the contents were noted.

Bulb Planting
It was confirmed that the free bulbs from the Borough Council had now been delivered to the Chairman's business address.  Councillor Mrs Talbot has been in touch with the Scouts and Guides, and the Junior School would also like some bulbs.  We have not yet requested permission to plant these but Councillor Mrs Talbot will look into this.  

Manor Park
Councillor Spendlove said he has not yet been able to get this done because it was only in late September that the Borough Council said this work could be carried out and he has been too busy on his farm since then.  If they had decided in June, he could have done this but now it will have to wait until the spring.

Planters
Councillor Pote said there are three-tier planters in Kettering town centre outside Marks & Spencers and in other places.  One of the things he has considered spending part of his Borough grant on was to have some of this type of planter in Rothwell.  The Borough would plant these up for free and carry out the maintenance.  They are moveable by fork lift truck for Rowell Fair and he thought they could go outside the Market House.  It was explained that the Town Centre Partnership has now taken over the Rothwell In Bloom scheme and the Partnership had problems finding suitable locations for their planters and obtaining permission.

Twinning Committee
The Clerk had received a letter from Mr Ted Eassom, who is now the Hon. Secretary of the Rothwell Twinning Association.  At their recent Annual General Meeting it was mentioned that a Member of the Town Council should be an Officer on their Committee, but no Councillor had held such appointment for a considerable period.  They therefore asked if we could inform them of the Town Council's representative, together with the appropriate membership subscription of £5 for a family, or £2.50 for an individual.  Their next Meeting was this evening and they felt it was particularly important for the Town Council representative to be there, as the Agenda will have an item relation to next year being the 25th anniversary of twinning with Droué and they felt that the Town Council would want to be involved, and our Borough Councillors would also wish to see Kettering participating.  

The Clerk had responded that, as she notified the Twinning Committee in her letter of 29th May 2007, the last Town Council representative was Kevin Unger, but as he resigned from the Town  Council on 8th September 2009 the position has been vacant for nearly three months.  In addition, no-one from the Town Council would be able to attend because of the Town Council Meeting, but she promised to raise the issue tonight.

It was MOVED by Councillor Spendlove, SECONDED by Councillor Pote and RESOLVED that the Chairman be appointed our representative on the Twinning Committee, although he would not be able to attend Meetings on Tuesdays.

354
HIGHWAYS

Chicane, Glendon Road
We had received a reply from Mr Matthew Barratt, the County Design Technician that they have placed an order for the remedial works to be carried out, which include replacing the bollards with higher visibility ones, and relocating the warning signs and lining.  As soon as they have a date for this work, they will inform us.

Bollard, Harrington Road
A work order to replace this bollard was raised on 30th October 2008 and there is a 28 working day timescale.  It was confirmed that the hole has been filled in, but the bollard not yet replaced.

Trees, Rushton Road
Street Doctor had confirmed that the issue of dangerous trees in Rushton Road had been passed to the Tree Department.

Parish Boards
An E-mail had been received about the Amenity Weight Restriction Campaign, and the boards which are being supplied to Parish Councils to highlight the existence of 7.5t restrictions and the danger associated with HGVs using these unsuitable routes.  They enclosed a leaflet with instructions for using the board, which will be delivered on Wednesday, 6th January 2010 and collected back on Wednesday, 3rd February.  They asked for a delivery address.  It was wondered if they had any boards in a foreign language, but it was thought the signs will be universal in any event.

It was AGREED that the boards can be delivered to Oddfellows Hall, and we will given them details of the phone number.  The boards will be put up on 7th January and Councillors Mills, Pote, Spendlove and Sumpter should be able to do this. 

Road Sign Improvements
Copies of the E-mail from Courtney Claunch, the County Volunteers Co-ordinator, had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  She has a small amount of money to improve road signs, which can include:-

· cleaning road signs

· cutting back vegetation to improve sign visibility

· removing redundant road signs

· replace missing road signs

· removing redundant posts. 

Road Closure
We had been notified that part of Kipton Field would be closed to through traffic from 11th January for approximately four days to allow essential work to be carried out by Harborough Drainage.  It was AGREED to ask them to notify Stagecoach as this is a bus route.

Rights of Way Closures
The County Definitive Map Officer had notified us that various public rights of way would need to be closed in the interest of public safety as the overhead line from Staythorpe to Grendon is to be refurbished by Electricity Alliance.  This will only be for a few weeks so they do not intend to demand alternative routes.  Individual paths will only be closed when notices are displayed on site and as soon as work is completed the notices will be removed and the paths re-opened  The County had enclosed a leaflet showing the route.  Councillor Jones said this just comes into the Parish and would affect the bridleway alongside the A14.  

Winter Salting
Copies of the County leaflet in connection with the winter salting network had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was AGREED check whether all the grit bins had been filled, and also to ask if we were to get the additional grit bins we had requested.

Walks in the Parish 
Councillor Jones and filled in a response to the County Footpaths Department when they asked for some short Parish walks.  There has been quite a large party from Wellingborough walking in Shotwell Mill Lane, who had taken their information from the OS Map.  The Clerk was asked to look and see if Councillor Jones' suggestions were included.

355
PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
Councillor Spendlove said he and Councillor Jones went to a Planning Aid Meeting which was quite interesting and run by an independent charitable organisation which helps Parishes such as Rothwell with more complex Planning Applications which we might want to talk to them about in the future.  Section 106 Agreements are becoming Community Enhancement Agreements.  We have been in touch with Mr Nick Gore, the County Liaison Officer about the proposed development to the south of Harrington Road but it was reported this has now been refused.  They talked about backland development, similar to some of the Applications we have received.  There was one which was passed on Appeal, but the only reason for the original Refusal was the direction of the conservatory door.  Councillor Jones agreed this was useful, and if you know how to answer and use the correct words, it can assist a great deal.  It was AGREED to circulate copies of the brief headings from this Seminar for the next Meeting.

Councillor Spendlove said Notice of an Appeal by the Rothwell Preservation Trust had been received in connection with the two Applications for replacement ground floor windows at the Market House.  Councillors Jones, Mills and Pote declared Interests as Members, and the Clerk declared an Interest as Secretary to the Trust and named as the Applicant.  Councillor Mrs Brown also declared an Indirect Interest as a Member of the Borough Planning Committee.  Councillor Spendlove said we do not usually comment on Appeals and it was AGREED to take no action here.

The following Refusals had been received:-

KET/2009/0575 
27 Leys Avenue – Extension and garage to front.

KET/2009/0474
Land south of Harrington Road – Residential development.

The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2009/0471
2 Dempsey Drive – Extension.

KET/2009/0509
8 Cook Close – Retrospective for extensions, amenity land to residential 


and fence, and new Application for extension.

Councillor Mrs Brown declared an Interest as Applicant, although this was only a matter of report.

KET/2009/0516
Land off Harrington Road – Temporary contractor's compound.

KET/2009/0585
23 Meadow Road - Removal of 5m hedgerow for new sewer.

Councillor Jones had looked at the following two Applications and the Council's comments were agreed as stated:-

KET/2009/0591
10 Bridge Street – Fascia and projecting signs.




No objection, provided the projecting sign is removed.

KET/2009/0697
35 Kingsley Road – Extensions and loft conversion.




No objection.

Further information had been received about the proposed wind farm at Rushton and the proposal for a food store at land off Cockerel Rise, Desborough.  It was AGREED to take no action on these matters.

Urban Extension Area
Details had been received about the consultation for the Rothwell and Desborough Urban Extension Area Action Plan Proposed Submission.

356
MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Possible Capital Projects
There was nothing to report on this item.

Election of Town Councillor
The Borough Electoral Services Manager had written to confirm that a request has been received for an election to fill the vacancy in the Tresham Ward and this will take place on Thursday, 28th January 2010.  The polling station will be at the Community Centre.  The Clerk confirmed she had a set of nomination papers if anyone wanted these.

357
FINANCIAL REPORT

General Statement
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Cross and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee




Service or Goods


Amount
Mrs C E Mackay


Clerk's Salary



£475.10

HM Revenue & Customs

Tax & N I (3 months)


£444.32

The Clerk had received a telephone call from Yellow Pages asking if we wanted to renew our entry for 2010.  This year the cost was £71 + VAT and next year it would be £74 + VAT.  It was not felt this was very useful and so it was AGREED not to renew our entry.

The Clerk reported that she had received a cheque for £4760, Councillor Pote's County Empowering Communities Grant.  This is to complete the work at Rothwell Community Centre by having shutters at the rear as well as the front, and also providing a pole barrier at the entrance instead of the bollards.  For another year Councillor Pote has asked the Borough  Council to look at improving the acoustics, which would cost about £7,000-£8.000.

Precept for Rothwell
Copies of the paperwork on a precept had been circulated for the November Meeting.  It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Jones and UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that Rothwell does not raise a precept for 2010-11.

358
ADMISSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC
In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was AGREED that the Press and Public be asked to withdraw.

