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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL
A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 11th August 2009 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor A J Mills

Chairman

Councillor Mrs C M Brown

Councillor C W Cross

Councillor D W Jones

Councillor A C Pote

Councillor R D Roebuck

Councillor Mrs L A Russell

Councillor K D Sumpter

Councillor K R Unger
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APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillors Matthew, Spendlove and Mrs Talbot, and from the Revd Roger Smith.
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COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
PCSO Peter Firth was present at the Meeting and reported that there were 179 crimes so far this year, with 49 for June and July.  Criminal damage, theft/handling and violent offences make up the largest proportion.  Compared with the same period last year, we are about 30 crimes up and this is almost completely down to these three categories.  There are been 13 so far for August, as follows:-

Burglary dwelling – 2

Criminal Damage – 6

Other (Domestic) – 1

Theft/handling – 2

Violent Offences – 2.

The criminal damage offences are widespread and not in one particular area, with a lot of these being damage to vehicles.  It was mentioned that the Harrington Road shop has had a lot of problems when they refuse to sell alcohol to children and their windows are now boarded up.  PCSO Firth said there have been a lot of arrests for this. 

It was confirmed the PCSOs use their stickers on vehicles parked where they should not be, especially the new bus bay, the disabled parking spaces and the extension of the double yellow lines.  It was reported that opposite the Post Office this evening there were three vehicles parked where the waiting restriction has been extended.  This does need to be enforced and PCSO Firth will pass this to his colleagues.

At the last Meeting we had discussed cars with very noisy exhausts and Councillor Unger gave PCSO Firth details of a vehicle and when it is in the area of Slade Valley Avenue, as the driver also uses his horn late at night as well as having a noisy exhaust, and this wakes people up.  PCSO Firth will take this information back and said the Police know this driver and he has already had his first warning.

Councillor Roebuck said Columbus Crescent is not getting any better, with drivers doing wheelies there and speeding round this road.  PCSO Firth confirmed this area is one of their priorities.  Councillor Mrs Brown said at the recent Joint Action Group Meeting, Sgt Hopkins said he would arrange for the Traffic Police to also look at this problem in Rothwell.  PCSO Firth confirmed the Traffic Police were here at the weekend and stopped several vehicles.

Rowell Fair Meeting
Copies of the notes from the Meeting on Rowell Fair 2009 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  Councillor Pote said this was a laudable attempt but none of the Police Officers who were there were present to give an explanation and Councillor Mrs Russell agreed and said we still need the report from Sgt Hopkins as she felt the Police had over-reacted.  It was believed two people received a warning and there is one action pending, and Councillor Mrs Russell did not think this was very much if the situation was so bad.  The Clerk explained that this was not a Town Council Meeting, but one between the Lord of the Manor (with her Bailiff and a Member of the Fair Society) and the Assistant Chief Constable to which the Chairman and Clerk had been invited, and the Clerk was in the area on Rowell Fair Monday afternoon.  The Town Council is still awaiting the report from Sgt Hopkins.  Councillor Cross felt these notes were useful in that we now know the feelings of the Fair Society on the matter, as they will be involved.  The Chairman said there were some constructive ideas for the future.

Alcohol Exclusion Zone
Councillor Pote still felt this should be put in place, but perhaps we need more Members of the Town Council here.  Councillor Unger was one of the Members who did not agree with this suggestion because it is a minority who should be dealt with, rather than putting blanket ban on everyone.  Councillor Pote said there can be a temporary Licence for events in the Park but there is a continuing problem in Columbus Crescent Recreation Ground.  Burton Latimer already has a Zone because they have the same problem and Councillor Mrs Brown agreed it was working well there because it gives the Police an extra tool to deal with these young people, whereas at the moment they have few powers to take alcohol away.  Councillor Mrs Russell said there are two separate issues and the people causing the problem should be dealt with.  Some Members felt this would only be as good as the enforcement.

It is hoped that the Borough will have Wardens to deal with the litter problem with cans and bottles as well as dog fouling.  Some Members felt Rowell Fair Monday is a separate issue and there should be a Meeting of the publicans to persuade them to close for a time in the afternoon, especially with the young children going home from school as it is not pleasant for them with a lot of very drunk people around.

Plotter's Table

Councillor Jones declared an Interest on this item.

The Clerk had just received a letter from Mrs Horn, the proprietor of Plotter's Table that the County Council has asked her to apply for a Street Café Licence, to enable her to keep putting the tables and chairs outside these premises although she has been doing this for four years, and in the meantime she was to take them in.  She felt these took up a small fraction of the footway and she needed the consent of the Town Council to put with her application.  She also has to obtain permission from the Police, the Planning Authority and her Insurance Company.  She had also been informed that the tables and chairs would have to have a barrier round them, which would cost about £1,000 which is a lot of money for a small business.  The Licence would cost about £175 annually.  

Members felt that these tables and chairs were not causing any problem in the town.  County Councillor Pote said this is a sweeping-up of one or two things which the County Council has been looking at all over Kettering.  As a Member of the Licensing Committee Councillor Pote had to declare an Interest and not discuss this.  You do have to have a Licence to put a table and chairs on the footway.  However, it was pointed out that there are the other premises, including the public houses, which have tables and chairs and it is not thought they have been asked to do this as their tables and chairs are still outside.  It was confirmed that there are premises in both Northampton and Kettering which have tables and chairs outside and no barriers round them.  Councillor Mrs Russell felt this was just another money-making scheme to get funds out of small businesses and we should oppose this for any premises in Rothwell, provided there is sufficient room for mobility scooters and prams to get past.

Mrs Horn was present at the Meeting and explained that Lesley Wilde from the County Council had come round the town on the previous Monday, when both The Store and Yum Yum's were closed so she did not see their tables and chairs.  She took photographs of her premises with the tables outside.  There was a letter delivered on the Wednesday saying she had to take them in. She spoke to Ms Wilde who said she would have to have a barrier round them if she was allowed to put them back out when she had a Licence.  As to 'A' boards, these are permitted provided they are not more than 1 metre high and not too wide.  Her main concern is that she is the only one who has been made to take in her tables and chairs.  There is also the £175 annual licence fee.  She needs the Police and the Town Council to say they approve her keeping these.  She has spoken to her Insurance Company, and they are happy for her to do this.  She has details of the type of barrier which must have a tapping rail, but this would double the space taken up outside her premises.  The cost of about £1,000 is a lot of money for a small business, although she felt she could manage the £175 for the Licence.  She is raising a petition that people want the tables and chairs outside and this facility is used by people with their dogs and also people with mobility scooters who find it easier to stay outside than to negotiate coming inside.  

Mr Mark Britton was present at the Meeting to support Mrs Horn and he felt the tone of the letter was bullying.  He felt the Town Council needed to write to the County Council, and he also asked if they could speak to them the following day to request that the status quo remains with the tables and chairs outside whilst all the other premises are doing this.  Mrs Horn is losing out on business and the other premises are benefiting.  Everyone present agreed that this is a community based business and an asset to the town.  

Mrs Horn confirmed that the letter was not sent by Special Delivery.  She understands that the Police will support her application.  There are also displays on the footways by other businesses, and these have been there for many years.  

It was MOVED by the Chairman and RESOLVED that the Town Council would send a letter in support of the Plotter's Table being able to retain their tables and chairs without any barrier.  The Chairman and Clerk will also telephone the County Council the following day to see if Mrs Horn can keep the tables and chairs on the footway whilst she is completing her application. 
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QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
(1)
Fox Street:  there are still problems here with damage to cars, and this seems to be centred around the shop and the seat at the bottom of High Hill Avenue.  There is a lot of litter, noise and damage in the area.  This had been raised by Councillor Sumpter earlier and the shop now has better CCTV equipment which will assist when it is fully operational.  PCSO Firth said arrests have been made in connection with the broken windows there.  A resident wished they would take the seat away, but it was not felt that it was people sitting there which was the problem and the Town Council has made the decision that this seat, in memory of Tommy Nichols, should not be taken away.  We can raise this again with the Police at the next Meeting.

(2)
Kissing Gate, Nosehill Footpath:  a resident asked when the frames of the kissing gate on the footpath near Gordon Street would be taken away.  The Chairman explained the Borough Council had agreed to remove this.  However, as the Borough do not seem to own it, the work probably has to be done by Bovis as they own the path and the land on either side.  It was reported that this fence has been set fire to several times.  The Town Council has pointed out that we want disabled access so we asked for it to be done now but they will not.  People are tripping over the stump in the centre of this frame and it was AGREED that the Town Council will ask for the stump to be levelled now to avoid this.  It was confirmed that this is to be made into a combined footpath/cycleway and it will be widened to give room for both.  

(3)
Bovis/Groococks Development:  residents complained that they are putting homeless people into these properties and there is evidence of drug taking from some of the premises.  This has spread from Council housing to these new properties.  The Housing Association is controlling their tenants.  They are now setting up a Residents Association and Neighbourhood Watch scheme to deal with the problems.  There are children climbing walls into gardens, and cars driving into people's front doors.  Children are being left at home on their own, and some residents are frightened to speak to them.  The problems are in Horse Fair Lane, Proclamation Avenue and in the Groococks Factory development and it seems to be the Council tenants who are causing the problem.  It was suggested that the residents could telephone the Borough Head of Housing.  

It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Sumpter and RESOLVED to write to the Borough Head of Housing that the situation in these areas has deteriorated within the last six months and people are now frightened to go out at night.

(4)
Travellers:  it was explained that some of the travellers who have been housed in Spencer Street, Cambridge Street and Oxford Street are causing a real problem for existing tenants.  There has been an increase in burglaries recently.  The Police are aware and take action, but the Courts just let people out again.  Various groups have to be housed somewhere, but it seems that Rothwell is getting more than its share within the Borough.  It was AGREED to add this area to the letter to the Head of Housing.

(5)
Columbus Crescent Recreation Ground:  there are some trees which have been damaged, and Councillor Pote confirmed that the Borough is dealing with this, including re-planting more trees.

(6)
Well Lane Play Area:  a resident said there needs to be a shelter here.  Councillor Mrs Brown said they are very reluctant to put shelters up because they are used for drug dealing and the Borough Community Safety Officer has advised against this.  However, perhaps there could be some more trees planted in this area.

(7)
 Market Hill:  a resident asked about the application for these premises, as she felt we had enough off-licences in the town.  It was explained that we understand this is by a company which imports Australian wine and will not usually be open very late.  Councillor Unger said this will be open during the day, with a session on Monday evenings when it will be closed to the public with members only, presumably for wine tasting.

(8)
Premises at rear of 19 Market Hill:  a resident referred to the building being erected at the back of The Old Bakehouse and said she cannot open a door or window or sit on her patio, whilst this work is being done because of the dust, and the nails which are falling down.  Councillor Mrs Brown has asked the Borough Enforcement Officer to re-inspect and there are also Health & Safety issues there.  The Chairman said this work will be completed, and then the nuisance will stop.  The resident will try and take some photographs.

(9)
Glendon Road:  Mr West referred to his item in the Report Book in June about the footway in Glendon Road by the side of the Blue Bell Inn and asked why this did not have a report number by it.  The Clerk explained this had been reported previously in February and the Street Doctor number for that time is 369062.  Mr West also said the speeding in Glendon Road has got worse.

(10)
Bus Stop outside Medical Centre:  Councillor Matthew had suggested that buses could just stop outside the Medical Centre.  It was confirmed that we are still waiting for a formal response on this issue.

(11)
Anaerobic Digester:  this has received Planning Permission and Councillor Mrs Brown said there should not be any smell, but Mr West thought there was one in Market Harborough and there was a smell.  It was not thought could be an anaerobic digester there because there are only two in the whole country.  The one at Pentelow's Farm would be in sealed units.

(12)
Truck Stop Application:  it was explained that the Town Council did not support having a truck stop by Orton Road for several reasons including the amount of additional traffic this would put on junction 3 of the A14, the noise early in the morning and possible pollution of the water course from diesel spillage.  In addition, there would only be about seven jobs within a 24-hour period whereas the previous proposal for an industrial site there, with a small truck stop, would have provided a lot more jobs.

(13)
Disabled Parking Spaces:  it was confirmed that we have asked the Police to monitor these new spaces and it was agreed this has to be enforced.

(14)
Library Garden:  Councillor Mrs Brown said the weeds will be removed.  Some people have said the trough should be painted and she will look at this.

(15)
Horse Fair Lane:  a resident pointed out that vehicles are parked on the roadway and block access from Kettering Road.  Apparently there is an issue as to who owns the road, but it was felt this would still be Bovis as we have not yet received notification that the road has been adopted.
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MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Unger and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th July 2009 be confirmed and signed.

309
HIGHWAYS

A14 Ramp Metering
Victoria Bennett from the Highways Agency had telephoned the Clerk about this matter, and a letter had subsequently been received from her that she appreciated that the Town Council still has concerns about these proposals, and she reassured us that our concerns will be passed to the team that will be carrying out the detailed designs.  Once these have been completed, she would be happy to come and meet the Members of the Town Council to discuss this further, if this would be useful.  

During the telephone conversation, she had told the Clerk that they would be looking at site specific circumstances and she had used junction 4 after the last Meeting with us.

A14 Corridor Traffic Management Scheme
Copies of the leaflet received from Birse Civils had been circulated, for information.

Parish Enhancement Gangs
Councillors Jones and Mrs Talbot had looked round the town centre and their list for work which might be done by the Parish Enhancement Gang was available at this Meeting.  Amendments were made to this at the Meeting with the following list being AGREED:-

(1)
Bell Hill: 

· The drains need clearing next to The Blue Bell Inn.

· The lamp post needs repainting and new glass put in.

(2)
Market Hill:  

· The bus shelter outside the Library needs to be cleaned.

· Four York stones outside the Conservative Club are cracked and broken and need to be replaced.

· Pothole in parking area near Red Lion Inn near Trinity Centre needs filling in.

(3)
Hospital Hill:

· Pothole outside Jesus Hospital needs filling.

(4)
Castle Hill:

· The footpath at the side of Frank's The Butchers has the lower surface exposed outside No.6.

(5)
Glendon Road:

· The surface of the footpath at the side of the Blue Bell Inn has broken up and needs repair.

(6)
Bridge Street and Market Hill:

· The cobbles on both sides of Bridge Street and Market Hill need to be concreted in to stop these becoming loose and then coming out completely.  

(7)
Bridge Street:

· Potholes in pavement outside Taste of India, 11 Bridge Street, need filling.

· Drainage channels outside Maton Rose at Desborough Road end of Bridge Street (actual postal address is 34 High Street but this is deceptive) need to be dug out further and/or cleared to stop footway flooding.

(8)
Squires Hill and Church Walk Footpaths:

· All lamp posts need painting, not black but perhaps in bronze.  

· York stones in front of Church door are cracked and need to be replaced.

(9)
High Street:

· Drain cover under CCTV camera by 12 High Street needs replacing.

· Paving slabs broken and cracked from High Street Newsagents to ST Carpets and on other side by the pedestrian crossing.

· Cover missing from electric box in bus shelter by Squires Hill.

(10)
Kettering Road:  

· Dropped kerb needed at Jubilee Street junction by Kitchen shop, over Kettering Road to footpath up to Meadow Road.

The list also mentioned some litter bins and a seat which needed attention, and Councillor Mrs Brown will take these issues direct to the Borough Council.

It was MOVED by the Chairman, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Brown and RESOLVED that this list be submitted to MGWSP with a request for them to be dealt with by the Parish Enhancement Gang.  If Members have any further items, they will let the Clerk have these.

Councillor Pote mentioned that we had hoped to have the footways re-done completely in Bridge Street, but this would be too large a job for these Gangs.

Bus Stop, Market Hill

The bus stop markings have now been painted in front of the Library, and the Clerk had received an E-mail from the County Council explaining that the stop would be slightly before the actual shelter, due to the layout of the parking area.  Obviously existing parking is stopping the bus pulling in, which means it has to stop in the carriageway.  However, if they were to put the stop directly outside the shelter they would have to remove all parking to allow the bus to pull in and out but their arrangement also allows some parking to continue as a compromise.

Publicity Signs on the A6
A letter had been received from Martin Hammond, Borough Deputy Chief Executive, that at an earlier A6 Towns Forum Meeting, there was a discussion about the value of placing signs on the A6 which would advertise the existence of shops and other facilities in Rothwell.  He has spoken to the County Council who are willing to consider a limited number of signs.  He enclosed a plan and asked the Town Council to identify two locations where the signs might usefully go, and suggest some wording.  The County is anxious that we avoid the risk of tempting heavy goods vehicles into town centres, so we might want to bear this in mind.  No-one present could recall the precise discussion at the A6 Towns Forum.

It was AGREED to respond to Mr Hammond that we would like this in principle, but perhaps he could advise on the size these are likely to be, what is acceptable wording and what locations might be permitted.  The Chairman and Group Leaders can then decide on this as Mr Hammond asked for a response by the end of August.

Highways Representatives Scheme
Copies of a letter from the County Volunteers Co-ordinator had been circulated prior to this Meeting to give Members information about the Annual Day Conference during the day on  Wednesday, 9th December.  The forms were also circulated for Members to return if they wished to attend as the County need to know how many to expect so she can organise an appropriately sized hall.

High Street Change of Priorities
Councillor Pote said he had spoken to Mr Nick Gore, the Highways Community Liaison Officer, about progress on this issue.  It was AGREED to write to Mr Gore about going to public consultation on the proposed change of priorities at the Bridge Street and Fox Street junctions.

Old Health Centre
Councillor Jones said he and Councillor Mrs Talbot had looked at this area and felt the area in front could be used for parking.  He wondered if we could approach the PCT to see if we could do this until such time as the building was being used.  There is Public Liability Insurance which might be a problem, but there could be notices that people parked there at their own risk.  It was AGREED to ask the PCT if this could be done.

Bus Service 18
Councillor Jones referred to our request to change the route to Connolly Drive because more people asked for this than asked for the route to stay the same and he wondered if there could be a trial period.  The Clerk said two or three people had said that if the route was changed they would be housebound and we did ask if they could do a loop so both areas were served but they could not do this.  It is likely that more people asked for the route to be changed because of the petition which was raised on the issue, and if the route was changed there could be a campaign for it to return to what it was originally. 

It was AGREED to leave this as it is, at least for the time being.

Churchill Close
The Chairman had been told by a resident that heavy lorries and coaches reverse up Churchill Close to turn round and go over the kerb which has make his house subside.  He asked if a bollard could be put there.  It was MOVED by Councillor Sumpter, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Russell and RESOLVED to write to MGWSP and ask if there could be a bollard there.
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ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Rights of Way UH2 and UH16
Copies of the Report of the Site Meeting held on 15th July 2009 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  This referred to the improvements to be made to the footpath from Jubilee Street to the Well Lane Recreation Ground by Bovis Homes as part of the s.106 Agreement from their development.  

The Borough representatives had said they could not take down the fence from the old kissing gate after all, because this probably belonged to Bovis, who were to check on the ownership.  They and Bovis also felt there should be some deterrent to motorcycles going up this path, especially when it is made wider.  After this Meeting the Clerk had received an E-mail from Carla Boswell, the County Rights of Way Access Development Officer, sending details of two types of barrier and asking which the Town Council would prefer.  

It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Brown, SECONDED by Councillor Pote and RESOLVED that we would prefer barrier B at both ends of the improved footpath/cycleway as this would give better access for mobility scooters.  It has already been decided to ask for the stump in the centre of the old kissing gate fence to be taken down now, as people are tripping over this.

We had also received notification of the application to divert the section of footpath UH2 going through the new Groococks development and a plan was enclosed to show the proposed diversion where it leaves Kettering Road.  The narrow section behind Nos. 3 to 9 Gordon Street is not part of the proposed diversion and so it is intended to leave this as it is.  

It was AGREED that the Town Council objects to this because part of the path would be left too narrow, so it should be diverted from Kettering Road along the access road to the town houses and into Manor Park to join the new path coming into the Park from the section of footpath UH2 further along so that there is access for prams and people using mobility scooters.

Youth Group
Councillor Mrs Brown reported that the Urban Dance Group will continue next term as there is still a lot of interest in this.  There is another Meeting the following week and they are hoping to have the films in October, but the date has to be decided.    The Play Rangers have a mobile skateboard ramp they could bring, although this is quite expensive.

Manor Park
As to preparing a smoother area in front of the Bowls Club for displays at the annual Carnival and Fete, an E-mail had been received from Pia Bellamy, the Borough Asset Development Officer, that the advice from the Planning Department is that this would need a Planning Application if the cubic capacity exceeds 200 cubic metres.  A topographical survey is required to ascertain this.  Ms Bellamy is looking at some options with Kettering Community Architects, and hoped to have some more information shortly.

It was AGREED that this will not exceed 200 cubic metres as we only need enough to fill in the dips in the ground, so no topographical survey will be required.  We will ask again if this work can proceed immediately, or it will be too late for the area to be used for next year's event.

Directional Sign
This issue is still ongoing, although it was held up by the Droué sign.  Originally we had been asked by the Methodist Church if there could be another arm on the directional sign at the top of Market Hill Square to indicate that building, and then we had wondered if we could also have an arm for Droué.  The Borough Council is now trying to obtain a quotation for extra arms, but asked what wording we would want so they can get an accurate price.  The Clerk had responded that we would like one to say "Methodist Church" and might want one to replace the Droué sign, which would read something like "Droué 274 km", although we are not sure the Twinning Committee want this and the Clerk could not remember the actual distance.  The Clerk had also mentioned the matter might now be dealt with by the Town Centre Partnership, as they  put the sign up in the first place.

County Empowerment Grant
Councillor Pote said he would be getting another £10,000 to spend in the community.  He asked what else the Town Council felt we need here and he would like suggestions as soon as possible so that he can start the process.  Members will consider this, but in the meantime, the following suggestions were put forward:-

· a contribution towards the cost of bus stops outside the new Medical Centre

· re-painting the signs above Yum Yum's, and the previous Chinese Takeaway as this was a coffee tavern

· a bus shelter outside the previous Chinese Takeaway

· a CCTV system for the Community Centre and the surrounding area.

Pocket Park
A letter had been received from Rose Little, the new Pocket Parks officer at the County Council.  If we have any problems or queries we should get in touch with her.

Greening Road Park
Councillor Mrs Brown reported that there was a very successful re-opening of Greening Road Park, which was enjoyed by everyone who attended.

Electrical Fault on Lamp Post
Councillor Mrs Russell reported that an electrical fault was reported in connection with the lamp post on the corner of Rushton Road and Crispin Street as this was making a buzzing sound.  Although this was dangerous it was not dealt with for a week or so, and this could have injured a child.  It was suggested that if there is a dangerous electrical fault, it should be reported direct to the Electricity Board.
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PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
In the absence of Councillor Spendlove, Councillor Jones presented the Report.  The following Refusal had been received:-                             

KET/2009/0142
Land off Orton Road – 24 hour Truck Stop.

The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2009/0294
7 Lewin Close – Garage to room, and extension.

KET/2009/0296
7 Nansen Close – Conversion of garage, and extension.

KET/2009/0367
14 Cross Street – Extension and access ramps.

A re-notification had been received on the following Application, due to amended plans, but no further observation had been submitted.  Councillor Mrs Brown declared a pecuniary interest as the Applicant:-

KET/2009/0332
8 Cook Close – Extension.

The following Application had just been received, and the Town Council's comments were agreed as stated:-

KET/2009/0344
Treesways, Rushton Road – House to replace existing bungalow.




No objection.

Councillor Jones reported that Orton Parish Council had only just been made aware of the proposal for an anaerobic digester at Rothwell Lodge Farm, and had requested the County to defer a decision so they could comment.  We have not yet received the formal decision but understand that permission has been granted.

Councillor Mrs Brown referred to the work being carried out at 84 Harrington Road, as this seems to be forward of the building line so she has asked the Planning Department to inspect.

Advertisements, 10 Bridge Street
A reply had been received from the Borough Planning Department that they have been in touch with the Solicitor acting on behalf of the owners of Paprika.  Initially the owners wished to submit an application for consent for the new signs but Ms Stevens explained that this is unlikely to be acceptable due to size, design and bulk of the new signs.  She now understands that the owner is considering alternative options and she hopes to receive details shortly so that she can comment before a formal application is submitted.  She will update us in due course.

Services & Facilities
A letter had been received from the North Northants Joint Planning Unit that they are currently in the process of mapping services and facilities within all the towns and villages in the area in order to build profiles of each settlement and see how they interact with each other, and how the services of local towns are supporting the rural areas.  They sent a form for completion, and asked for this to be returned to them by 11th September 2009.  

As Rothwell has much more than a small village, the Clerk suggested that for details of the shops/facilities we could send a copy of the Rothwell leaflet and map, and for the organisations we could send our list of these.  She had started to complete the rest of the form and various additions were made to this by the Members.  It was AGREED that this should be submitted.

Rothwell/Desborough UEA Action Plan
An E-mail had been received that a short Meeting had been arranged for 12th August with the Borough Councillors who represent Rothwell and Desborough to discuss revisions to the Action Plan Vision, as the final draft needs to be completed by 18th September.  They have only invited the Borough Councillors, so any queries need to be given to them.
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MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Possible Capital Projects
There is was nothing to report on this item at the present time.

Swine Flu
Copies of a letter and advice from the Borough Council had been circulated, for information.

Visit by Chair of Standards Committee
Councillor Mrs Talbot had arranged for Julie Millar, the independent Chair of the Borough Standards Committee to attend the September Meeting of the Town Council.
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FINANCIAL REPORT

General Statement
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Sumpter and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee



Service or Goods


Amount
Mrs C E Mackay

Clerk's Salary



£475.10

British Telecom

Phone and Broadband


£200.77

Ricoh UK Ltd


Photocopier Maintenance

  £34.62

Northants CALC

Two places on Planning Seminar
  £22.00

Town & Parish Council Funding
A letter dated 5th August 2009 had been received from Councillor James Hakewill, the Leader of Kettering Borough Council, enclosing notes from the first Consultation Meeting on this matter, including a list of those present.  There are still two further Meetings on 20th August and 10th September 2009 and it was felt that the Town Council should wait to hold our Special Meeting to consider our response until both these have been held.  Councillors Mrs Brown and Pote will not be able to take part in the discussions, as Members of the Executive Committee, and they submitted their apologies for the Meeting..  

It was AGREED that the Town Council will meet on Wednesday, 16th September 2009 to discuss this issue.

The Meeting closed at 10.20 pm.









Chairman









Date

