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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL
A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 14th April 2009 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot

Chairman
Councillor Mrs C M Brown

Councillor C W Cross

Councillor D W Jones

Councillor A J Mills

Councillor A C Pote

Councillor Mrs L A Russell

Councillor K D Sumpter

268
APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillors Matthew, Spendlove and Unger due to work commitments, from Councillor Roebuck due to illness in the family, and from the Revd Roger Smith who was obliged to take another Service.

269
COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
PC Ian Cotterell and PCSO Sam Gell were present at the Meeting, and copies of the crime figures for the year were available for both Rothwell and Desborough.  They are confident that the crime levels are dropping.  There is still the problem with someone going round wantonly damaging cars.  They have a suspicion who is doing this but have not yet got any proof.  The figures for criminal damage do bear this out with 18 crimes.  Half the violent crimes are in connection with domestic violence.  With a total of 31 crimes, this is lower than some of the other months this year.  They have done some overtime to try and cut down the amount of criminal damage and prevent things from happening.  There is a 30% detection rate at the present time which is good.

Details were available of the Street a Week scheme where the Police will appear in various streets every Tuesday and Sunday, hopefully with the Mobile Police Station and their sponsored Tiger vehicles but this is down to availability.  They will be in Columbus Crescent in week 9 and Harrington Road in week 11.  They are already looking at the problem of speeding in Harrington Road but PC Cotterell did not think they would ever have a permanent effect on speeding.  The Police will be around generally during this week and will meet people and talk to them about their problems.

Councillor Jones raised the issue of the crime hot-spot at the bottom of The Avenue and Rushton Road.  There have been car windows smashed and this is becoming a big problem for all the residents of this area.  The PCSOs from Corby put a card through his door and spoke about having a camera in the area, so he wondered if there could be a static camera somewhere, perhaps at Abishot or Madams Gardens.  It was confirmed the Police do get funding for cameras which they lend out.  Neighbourhood Watch also has a digital system with a hard drive and you can put in a bid for this.  There is a lot of red tape for the Police to do this and they do not have any spare cameras at the present time.  When they do lend a camera, a lot of people do not actually use them.  PC Cotterell felt it was necessary to build on the CCTV system which we have at the moment.  He felt people coming from Corby might be an element.  He has had numerous complaints from The Avenue and from Cecil Street, and they want the alley way closed especially as it is not now used very much.  Perhaps the Town Council could take the initiative about this.  Councillor Jones agreed this does not serve a useful purpose now that the factories are no longer there, and the shop in Cecil Street has closed.  We could ask the people in The Avenue, Cecil Street and the bottom of Rushton Road.  PCSO Gell said the Rothwell Safer Community Team asked about this two years ago but this is a public right of way so it cannot be closed, but she has taken this up with the Borough Council again recently.  It was wondered where the people who do this will then go and it was felt they would use New Street or Tresham Street.  However, the alleyway is very dark at night.

Councillor Mrs Russell reported an incident in Tesco's Store one Monday when she was detained there for ten minutes because there was a lock-in when someone was threatening the staff.  The Police did not arrive until 24 hours later and this was appalling.  It was lucky the man concerned was off his head and eventually left.  He was threatening to stab the check-out girls.  Last Saturday they called the Police twice and it also took a long time for them to arrive.  PC Cotterell had attended and he raised the issue of staffing levels.  He asked how the incident was reported because when you read this it did not sound as if the incident was serious.  The type of call does indicate what priority is given.  They are on duty tonight but might not get informed that an incident is taking place here.  PC Cotterell has now given Tesco the CCTV Control Room number because the Police did look at the tape but could not pick anything up to identify the perpetrator.  PC Cotterell was asked to make it clear to the Police Telephone Control Room that if there is an incident like this, it should be treated as Priority 1.  It was confirmed the Police Control Room will also contact the CCTV people to ask them to look at a particular camera.

Police Questions from the Public
(a)
Well Lane Recreation Ground:  a resident thanked the Police for patrolling so well around this area and ticketing drivers.  She did pursue a youth on the roof of the Community Centre because he was pulling down the gutter and she also spoke to the parents because she knew the child.  She felt the Centre should now be taken down because of the damage and this is a white elephant.  Councillor Jones did not agree with this comment because a lot of people worked hard to have this building, but it is just that it is being abused.  If it is refurbished, the gutters will be inside so cannot be damaged.

(b)
Vicarage:  this resident said she had also mentioned the Vicarage previously and this was broken into recently and the youths are still congregating there.  She telephoned the Police but had a phone call back asking where the Church and the Vicarage were.  This area is now of concern to the Police, with the Health Centre at the back of The Vicarage also being empty.  The Town Council does not know what is to happen with the Health Centre but the resident said nothing can happen for two years because the PCT is still paying for this.  They were thinking about a podiatry centre there but this is not now possible. 

(c)
Fixed Penalties:  it was confirmed that the PCSOs can give penalty notices for disorder but there are various local differences to their duties, for example they cannot yet give tickets for riding a bicycle on the footpath or for cars.  PC Cotterell confirmed the PCSOs carry out a very useful role patrolling and dealing with youths which frees the Police Officers to deal with more serious offences.  The PCSOs would like the power to given tickets for parking on the footpath or in front of people's driveways.  It was confirmed that they still put stickers on vehicles to warn drivers that they are parking inconsiderately, and they usually make a note of the vehicles in case the drivers are repeat offenders.  The PCSOs were asked to concentrate on Bridge Street and outside the Lotus House.

(d)
A6 Bypass:  there are still vehicles racing here and driving very dangerously, including performing doughnuts at night when it is quiet. 
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QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
(1)
New Medical Centre:  Mr West said in 2006 when Planning Permission was given, there were Councillors Mrs Brown, Whitlam and Whyte on the Planning Committees and he wondered why they allowed this to go through.  Councillor Mrs Brown said she was not allowed to make any comment at the Planning Committee because she had chaired Meetings at the Town Council.  She is now on the Borough Executive Committee for Environment and she does not deal with planning any longer.  It was confirmed we have not yet had a response about bus bays at the Medical Centre, apart from the acknowledgement reported at the last Meeting.  County Councillor Pote is in the same position as he is also waiting to hear what they might be able to do.  He will ask Councillor Seery and the Town Council will continue to pursue this.

(2)
Rothwell Community Centre:  Councillor Mrs Russell attended the Meeting about the Community Centre with two representatives from the Borough Council and the users.  They have managed to get £75,000 to refurbish the Centre.  She had pointed out the residents' concern about vandalism.  They will do several things externally and internally.  Ms Bellamy has no funding for a bollard at the present time but is trying to raise this.  She will keep in touch with the Town Council as to when this might be provided.  There is to be a metal fence to make the play area secure.  There is also the glass and the Borough is looking at making the windows more secure.  It was thought perhaps the young people are now going to Greening Road because that play area has been refurbished.

(3)
Neighbourhood Watch:  the Chairman has had a long talk with Mr Ted Eassom, the Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator, and he has provided a list of the roads being covered which has been circulated.  If anyone else would like to start up a scheme in their area they should contact Jane Calcott.  The Borough has just approved the next three years' funding for Miss Calcott.  It is hoped that Mr Eassom will attend a Town Council Meeting in the near future.
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MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Mills and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th March 2009 be confirmed and signed.

272
HIGHWAYS

Unadopted Roads
Councillor Pote had obtained details about adopting new or private streets, and this had been circulated for information.

Amenity Weight Restrictions
The Clerk had received a letter from the County Council about the poster they have developed from the Parish Safety Boards idea to put up to inform HGV drivers that they should not travel through a 7.5t restriction area without a legitimate reason such as loading or to gain access to premises.  Their aim is to support those communities who currently have a 7.5t AWR and are experiencing problems, by distributing the boards to the affected areas.  The local community groups will be responsible for erecting the awareness boards which will be available on a short-term basis and it is hoped that by creating a visual impact they can raise the profile of this restriction to offending HGV drivers.  They sent an example of the safety board, and asked the Town Council to confirm by 6th April 2009 whether we wanted to be included in the scheme.  The Chairman and Clerk had decided to express our interest in these boards and we will be notified in due course if the scheme is to proceed.  The Chairman said that Desborough has also expressed interest in this scheme.

Gordon Street Parking Restrictions
We had received details of the proposed Traffic Order for extended parking restrictions in front of the new development in Gordon Street.  Councillor Mrs Russell asked if the road was going to be cleaned because it is now very dirty.  Councillor Sumpter has spoken to the Architect and when the work is finished they will clean the area and the residents' cars.

Adverse Weather Contacts
A letter had been received from MGWSP that they are taking precautionary measures to ensure that any bad weather we experience in the future is dealt with more efficiently.  They would therefore be grateful if we could provide them with contact information for any local farmers who may be able to assist them with snow ploughs, should we experience this adverse weather in the future.  It was AGREED to ask Councillor Spendlove if he knew of any farmers who could help in this way, and also to mention Pino Colonna who might be able to help although as a contractor he would charge for this service.

Columbus Crescent
Councillor Mrs Brown said Columbus Crescent has been re-surfaced but they have not put a camber in and at the bottom the water is just lying on the surface.  If this is not dealt with by the winter it will become very icy.  It was AGREED to ask the County Council for a camber to be put on this road from Tasman Way to Rose Close.

Outstanding Items
When the Community Liaison Officer came, we did give him a list of items to be dealt with.  It was AGREED to chase this.

Obstruction, Harrington Road
It was reported that the pile of sand in Harrington Road is still there, and people have to walk in the road.  It was AGREED to chase this again.

A45 Improvements
Councillor Jones did attend the latest Meeting but has not had time to write up the minutes but the Clerk should receive these in any event.  He had thought dualling was on the Agenda but this is not so.  There have been a lot of accidents on this road.  They are planning up to 2021 as this will cost about £1m.  Grade separation is being considered and three lights as from Round Spinney.  They said the accident rate had been reduced so there were no longer any speed problems.  It does not look as though this will be happening in the foreseeable future.  Public transport was also discussed but they are not sure about the proposed development at Northampton.

Daisy Bank Avenue
Councillor Cross said some of the streets in the Moorfield Road area were resurfaced but Daisy Bank Avenue was missed out and this is now full of potholes and needs to be done.  Other streets which are bad are Well Lane, Wales Street and High Hill Avenue.  

It was AGREED to report these to Street Doctor and also to contact Ian Smith of MGWSP that all these streets need to be resurfaced.  There will also be the Borough Walkabout in September and these street can be looked at then.

Ramp Metering on the A14
There was the report in the Herald & Post about the plans for traffic lights on the A14 at junctions, 4, 7 and 8.  The Chairman thought this would create problems for the A6 bypass and will get traffic building up here.  We did have a Meeting with the Highways Agency in which the Town Council objected to this proposal.  It was AGREED to write to them again, with copies for Philip Hollobone, and Councillor Bob Seery, Zafran Khan, Nick Gore and Ian Smith of the County Council/MGWSP.

Rothwell/Desborough Footpath/Cycleway
A letter had been received from the County/MGWSP Partnership that the path is now substantially complete.  It has come to their attention that the seating at the Rothwell end has been removed by persons unknown.  It was AGREED to ask them to get in touch with the contractors who must have take this seat away and ask them to replace it.

Transport Event
We had received details of a County Transport Event on 23rd April in Northampton.  The Chairman thought she would be able to attend.
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PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
In the absence of Councillor Spendlove, the Deputy Planning Referee, Councillor Jones, presented the Report.  Firstly, we have received an Application for a 24-hour truck stop on part of Site 8 to the south of the A14.  Councillor Spendlove has looked at this only briefly as it has just been received.  There is only one exit and entrance on the Orton Road.  There would be a café, overnight accommodation and parking for 23 cars.  This will not give many jobs because people will be working shifts.  Councillor Spendlove had thought there will be pressure on junction 3 of the A14 which could prejudice employment land against the bypass.  It was AGREED to have a Special Meeting to look at this in detail the following Thursday, 16th April and agree our observations. 

The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2008/1010
Rothwell Medical Centre, Desborough Road – Air conditioning units.

KET/2009/0024
27 Harrington Road – Extension.

KET/2009/0029
32 Littlewood Street – Extensions.

The following Applications had been received and the Town Council's observations are as stated.  Councillors Jones, Mills and Pote declared interests as Members, and the Clerk as Secretary, of the Preservation Trust on Applications KET/2009/0009 and 0010.

KET/2009/0009 )
Market House, Market Hill – Replace existing ground floor windows

KET/2009/0010 )
and doors.




No objection.              

KET/2009/0019
1-3 Bell Hill – Retrospective for shop front and removal of chimney.




No objection.

KET/2009/0100
36 Evison Road – 2m high wall.




No objection.

KET/2009/0101
Laurel House, 82 Rushton Road – Conservatory.




No objection.

KET/2009/0178
31 Spencer Street – Outbuilding.




No objection.

Urban Extension Area
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 19th March 2009 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Sumpter and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Local Development Document
We had received the Borough document on Site Specific Proposals for the Local Development Document – Issues Paper Consultation.  The Clerk had drafted a possible response, as any comments have to be received by the Borough Council by 20th April.  It was AGREED this could be considered at the Meeting already arranged for Thursday, 16th April.

Planning Process
We had now received a letter from the Borough Council and the final Action Plan to make the planning application process more understandable and user-friendly.  The Town Council had commented on the points in the draft that Town and Parish Councils be informed they are not able to delegate decisions to individual Councillors, and there is now in paragraph 51 a statement that the Borough will provide Town and Parish Councils with guidance on the requirements on them in respect of commenting on Planning Applications and publicising this within their communities.  We had also suggested that Ward Members should be allowed to comment, and paragraph 40 now includes the statement that provided there is no prejudicial reason for not participating, Ward Members are allowed to participate in Applications in their own Wards.

Anaerobic Digestion Plant
Councillor Pote reported he had received an E-mail, as County Councillor, about a proposal by Fernbrook Bio Limited for an anaerobic digestion plant on land at Rothwell Lodge Farm.  This is a green method of processing waste by diverting it from landfill and putting it through a biological process that produces fertiliser and biogas.  They would like to discuss this with him before they submit their proposals to the County Council.  Councillor Mrs Brown explained some of the advantages and disadvantages of this type of plant.

It was AGREED that the Town Council would meet Fernbrook representatives, but as with all such Meetings with developers or on planning issues the Meeting would be without prejudice and the only formal comment the Town Council would make would be in response to a Planning Application submitted to us for comment.  Suggested dates for the Meeting were Thursday, 30th April or 14th May.
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ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Bus Service 18
Confirmation had now been received from Stagecoach that they have decided to leave this route as it is because although if they changed it they would please some people, it would also upset other passengers.  It was AGREED to pass this information to the resident who raised the petition.

Montsaye Sports Facilities
We had now received a long response from the Borough Leisure & Cultural Services Manager that in addition to the capital contribution the Borough made to the building, they also make a payment of £20,000 per year to the School to assist towards community access.  This annual payment includes a requirement for the School to provide reduced admission charges for Leisure Pass holders, provide activities for people aged over 50, provide activities for people with disabilities and for females.  These groups were all demonstrated to have low levels of participation in Sport England's first Active People Survey, the largest of its kind in England.  The payment also requires the School to open its facilities to the general public at times which maximise casual use, promote coach education and provide programmes of activity during school holidays.  12,888 community visits were made to the sports hall during 2008 and 29,607 visits to the swimming pool.  Community participation across the facility has increased by 22% on the previous year.  Despite this, Mr Cowland was concerned to hear that some local organisations are worried that they will no longer be able to afford to access the facility.  He sits on the Management Group for the sports facilities which influences operation and he has regular meetings with the Centre Manager, so he will raise our concerns at the next Meeting.

Manor Park
We had received confirmation that construction of the new path through Manor Park had started and it was confirmed work is progressing.

As to providing a level area in front of the Bowls Club, Ms Pia Bellamy, the Borough Asset Development Manager, had sent an E-mail that one of the objectives in the Community Services Action Plan from 1st April 2009 is to investigate the costs to procure a restoration and conservation plan for Manor Park.  She discussed this with Jenny Timothy, the Borough Conservation Officer, at a recent Site Meeting to discuss what would be acceptable fencing between the new development and the Park, and Ms Bellamy now has contact details of two organisations who might be able to assist with this objective.  They do not have any funding to commission a professional restoration and conservation plan, but the first step is to identify a budget guide for this.  

Councillor Jones did not see why they could put a path through without any management plan.  The Clerk had asked again for a Site Meeting to see if there could be a simple way of making this area more level and this had been arranged for 4.00 pm on Wednesday, 22nd April.  She had already contacted Mr Dines of the Citizens Welfare Society so that their representatives could also come along.  Pino Colonna would be there as he would do the work, and it was understood this could cost either £750 or £1,500 depending on the actual work undertaken.  There might be other costs on top of this for archaeological monitoring.  The Borough Council is unlikely to have any funding for these works in this financial year.

Councillor Mrs Brown had received an E-mail suggesting that there should be a Friends of Manor Park Society to keep an eye on the area.  There are also funds available to stop anti-social behaviour and other matters.  It was reported that there is a proposal to now have a Friends of Greening Road Park Society.

Tommy Nichols Bench
It had been confirmed that the Borough Council has taken this in because some of the slats were once again broken, which is now a regular thing.  They have a bench with the metal ends and the lion heads, which might be harder for the local youths to vandalise.  They could put this there instead and replace the plaque.  It was AGREED to ask the Borough Council to do this. 

It was wondered if the old seat could be put at the bottom of Moorfield Road on the left-hand side going up, opposite the telephone box on the other side.  It was AGREED to ask if this could be done.

Disabled Access
Councillor Jones reported that people with mobility scooters are quite excited about the new path through Manor Park because they can use this.  However, at the bottom of the Nosehill footpath from Well Lane Recreation Ground to Gordon Street, there are the wooden posts where there used to be kissing gates, and also a wooden stump in the centre.  If these were removed, people with mobility scooters could use this path to get to the new one into Manor Park, but the posts and the stump stop some people being able to do this.  There is also the old metal gate, which we had been told would be taken away.  It was AGREED to raise these matters at the forthcoming Site Meeting.

Vulnerable Adults
Councillor Pote had some leaflets on safeguarding vulnerable adults from abuse, for information.

Youth Group
Councillor Mrs Brown confirmed that the Youth Group is still running and they will be putting on  a series of urban dance shows as a course at Montsaye, probably with ten lessons.  She will let us know when she has some dates.  They are also looking to have an evening event, perhaps using the Cricket Club Facilities.

Library Garden

Councillor Mrs Brown hopes that the trough will be put in the Library garden shortly, as soon as Councillor Spendlove can arrange this.

Tree Maintenance
It was reported that the trees in Moorfield Green have not yet been trimmed.  It was AGREED to chase this to see if they can be done this season.

Street Sign, Manor Road
It was reported that the street sign here has not yet been moved up from outside 53 Moorfield Road, or any sign put in that property to indicate that it is not 53 Manor Road.  It was AGREED to chase these matters and explain that the resident is seriously ill and has had to call an ambulance so it could be serious if the ambulance drive could not find the property quickly.

Disabled Facilities
Councillor Mills said someone has applied for a disabled shower in a Council house, but has been informed they will be put on the list and will have to wait for some time.  Councillor Mrs Russell explained the procedure for trying to get this done more quickly.

Traveller Camp
Councillor Spendlove had asked the Clerk to mention that there is now a third traveller camp in Harrington Road.  It was AGREED to report this, and that the Town Council is disappointed that Rothwell is still the unofficial site for travellers in the County.

Former Health Centre Building
As nothing seems to be happening with this property, but it is getting vandalised, it was AGREED to chase the PCT and ask them again what they are to do with this, as perhaps it could have a community use.
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MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Possible Capital Projects
Councillor Jones pointed out that if there is a Meeting on the proposed date, this would be within the election period so it would probably be better to move this until after then and this was AGREED.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
General Statement
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Sumpter and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee



Service or Goods


Amount
Mrs C E Mackay

Clerk's Salary



£475.10

Symantec Limited

Norton Anti-Virus


  £44.57

Cash



Petty Cash



  £40.00

Town & Parish Council Funding
Copies of a letter and report on Town and Parish Council funding had been circulated prior to this Meeting, for information.  Councillors Mrs Brown, Pote and Mrs Talbot declared Interests as Borough Councillors.

It was MOVED by Councillor Jones, SECONDED by Councillor Sumpter and RESOLVED that the report be noted.

The Meeting closed at 9.50 pm.










Chairman









Date
