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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL
A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 9th September 2008 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot

Chairman
Councillor C W Cross

Councillor A J Mills

Councillor M W Spendlove (7.30 pm)

Councillor K D Sumpter

185
PRAYERS
Before the business of the Council commenced, the Revd Canon George Burgon said Prayers and included our children starting Nursery and School, the Paralympics, those who provide the basic services for our town and those residents who are sick, or have died since our last Meeting.

186
APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillors Mrs Brown, Jones, Matthew, Pote, Roebuck and Unger.

187
COMMUNITY POLICING
As no Police Officer was yet present, this item was left until later in the Meeting. 

188
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
(1)
Groococks Factory Site:  We have received a letter from the Borough Head of Development Services and copies of this were available at the Meeting, and one handed to the residents.  Mrs Harvey said there have not been any breaches of planning control so her ability to help is limited.  Most of the issues would be best broached with the developers.  She did not therefore think a Site Meeting would assist, especially as Officers have visited the site to check that the development is proceeding in accordance with Planning Permission.  She was sorry that local people are finding the period of development difficult to tolerate.  Councillor Sumpter felt it would be worth a few Councillors meeting Deejaks, and when he spoke to them previously this did seem to be useful and Councillor Mills agreed we could put some pressure on Deejaks.  The residents reported that the scaffolding is still up although the notice said this would be down by April, and this is dangerous especially with equipment and rubble on the footpath.  As to the wall, a resident understands that plans have been drawn up for railings on the top to stop youths getting over and they would like clarification about this.  There was a condition that they did not start until 8.00 am but now they are there about 6.30 am and working late at night.  Deejaks said they would contact the Secure By Design team to look at the security issues regarding the wall and the path.  However, access to Gordon Street would be restricted at the end of September and through October because there would be a large crane on site then although they will write to all the residents about this.  This would be to protect the workmen and pedestrians but the residents felt it was dangerous for drivers.  They also block the road with lorries and vans, and residents are now putting their own cones out and there are several private skips in the street.  It was AGREED to arrange a Site Meeting as soon as possible with the residents and Deejaks and to invite the Borough Council to send a representative if they wished to do so.

(2)
Manor Park:  Mr Dines of the Rothwell Citizens Welfare Committee referred to the Meeting about levelling the area in front of the Bowling Club to make it suitable for shows, such as the gymnastics display sometimes held at the annual Fete.  The Secretary had telephoned the Clerk about this, and she had asked Pia Bellamy at the Borough Council if this would be ready for next summer.  A copy of the E-mail from Ms Bellamy in reply was handed to Mr Dines and this said that the work should be done in October and would then be out of action for one complete summer.  Ham Young will obtain a budget guide for this work, but the Borough Council do not have the financial resources to carry out any works at this time.  At the Site Meeting we had some time ago, it was suggested that the work could be done in-house so there would not be any financial implications.  It was AGREED to respond that we are disappointed about the delay and if the work was done this October, we feel it would be ready by next summer.

(3)
The Old Bakery, 19 Market Hill:  a resident of Ladywell Mews referred to the query raised at the last Meeting about the development at the rear of 19 Market Hill.  We had received a reply to this from Cath Harvey, the Borough Head of Development Services, in the same letter as that relating to the Groococks Development, and a copy was handed to the resident.  Mrs Harvey confirmed that the Application was reported to the Planning Chair's Panel as objections had been received, and the Panel decided that the Application could be determined using Officers' delegated powers.  This means that Borough Councillors had been consulted.  Their assessment is that the development is being carried out in accordance with the approved plans.  As to the concern that there might be encroachment onto private property, this is a matter which will need to be pursued directly with the developer as it is a private matter between the two parties.  The resident said they start work on this development at about 7.00 am and they also work on Bank Holidays.  The Chairman suggested that they E-mail or speak to Mr Peter Chaplin at the Borough Council about this.

(4)
Well Lane Recreation Ground:  a resident of Coronation Avenue said her house backs onto the Park where there has been a lot of trouble with youths from both Rothwell and Desborough.  There is a Planning Application for the Community Centre to be refurbished but this building is used as a goal post in the evenings with footballs being kicked as hard as possible against the windows.  There are also cars going round the Park, but you can get rising poles to stop vehicles getting in and she wondered if these could be put in.  Youths are using this as a speedway regularly at night.  The Town Council thought vehicles were only allowed to go into the Community Centre car park and should not be anywhere else.  The Chairman said that unfortunately this area does suffer from a lot of anti-social behaviour.  Other residents said there are the mini-motorcycles being ridden there, and in Columbus Crescent.  It was AGREED to report this to Ms Bellamy at the Borough Council and to Sgt Hopkins to see what can be done.  Perhaps they could use one of the hidden cameras in the area and get the registration numbers.

(5)
Drains, Tresham Street:  a resident reported that there are three drains which have sunk here, two near the top and one outside the Vets.  It was AGREED to report this to Street Doctor.

(6)
Borough One-Stop Shop:  a resident said that this is not very useful as when she went in there was only one person available so there was a long wait for her to report a wasps' nest.  to get someone to deal with this you now have to have the correct money, whereas previously you could hand over a cheque when they called to deal with it.  They do not keep any change as it would be dangerous to bring cash over but they will take cash from residents.  Apparently benefit claims can take up to 45 minutes but they can only spare one person to come to Rothwell.  It was AGREED to write to Marion Goodman, the Borough Customer Services Manager with this complaint.

(7)
Seats:  the one in front of the Library has now been replaced, but we do not know if the other one is also to be refurbished.  The seats in Squires Hill still have bird droppings on them, and Mr West had suggested that they could be moved back against the wall.  It was felt that the trees do extend nearly to the wall so the seats could be affected there.

(8)
Health Centre:  Mr West had heard that this new building needs under-pinning already.  The Town Council has not had any official notification about this.  As to having a bus stop outside, the Town Council has pursued this but have been informed that a stop cannot be put there safely because of the road layout. Mr West said in George Street, Corby and Raunds Square there are bus stops in similar locations with crossings.  We have had an E-mail from the Highways Engineers about this that the national speed limit ends a few metres away from the Centre on the Desborough side, then there is a crest and bend in the road that restricts visibility, so buses stopping would be a serious safety concern.  On the Rothwell side there is a toucan crossing and then a roundabout, and buses cannot safety stop within a considerable distance of either.  Once you pass the roundabout the existing stops (including an eastbound lay-by) are only another 100 metres further on so it would not be sensible to consider additional stops on this stretch.  It might have been possible at the time to construct a narrower carriageway outside the Centre and include lay-bys for buses in both directions, whilst still providing a cycle track and the signalled crossing, but undertaking that work now could easily cost around £100,000.  It was explained that the Town Council became very unpopular for saying that the new Health Centre should not be in that location because it was too far away from the town centre, so it would be helpful if residents wrote about this or raised a petition to show that it is not just the Town Council which is complaining about access.  We have asked for additional parking which was cut down at the planning stage and which the Health Centre staff say they need.

189
COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
PCSO Firth was now present at the Meeting and he went through the crime figures, a list of which were also circulated at this Meeting.  During August there were 46 crimes, which is a large drop because we have got ride of the fraud and drive-offs from the garage on the A14.  PCSO Firth was able to look at the details of the other crimes and there were nine criminal damage, five assaults without injury and twelve criminal damage to vehicles, the latter mainly in Fox Street and Harrington Road.  There were also six domestic crimes, one actual bodily harm, one shoplifting, two frauds (on the internet) and one arson.  He calculated the total as being 48, but perhaps there are duplicated crimes in these numbers.

The concerns of the resident of Coronation Avenue were explained to PCSO Firth, and Tuesday evenings at about 10.00 pm seem to be the worst.  She explained that she felt one of the rising bollards might help to stop vehicles coming into the Park.  PCSO Firth did not think there was a time limit when people could be stopped from using the Well Lane Recreation Ground.  There is a Planning Application for the refurbishment of the Community Centre and we are sure the Borough Council will be looking at security issues, but this will be a long process.  PCSO Firth said that measures have been taken at Broughton Village Hall which has stopped most of the nuisance there.  Councillor Sumpter asked about the small camera which can be put up in areas where there is a nuisance.  Other residents reported that there is the service road in Rose Close and there are always cars there but they did not know why there are on the access to the Water Board premises.  The Chairman mentioned to PCSO Firth the problems at the back of the Gordon Street houses, where the youths have moved on but there is still a large amount of debris.

190
MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Mills and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th August 2008 be confirmed and signed.

191
HIGHWAYS
Obstruction on the A14
A reply had been received from the Highways Agency at Bedford that they have previously discussed the lorries parking on the A14 with the Police, who continue to monitor and carry out enforcement at this location.  They do not currently have any plans to extend the no waiting area, and they would not wish to install bollards at this location at the present time.  However, they will send a copy of our letter to their Managing Agent Contractor for their attention and future consideration.

Highways Issues
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 13th August 2008 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was AGREED that the Report be approved and adopted, and to ask Mr Leighton if he has yet got a date when the traffic calming in Glendon Road will be carried out.

Maintenance on the A14
A letter had been received from Carillion WSP confirming that they are the Managing Agents to the Highways Agency Area 8, which includes the A14 here.  Councillor Spendlove understood that they were to carry out work on the edges of the A14 to put some cables in.

Highways Representatives Scheme
Copies of the latest edition of Rep's Review had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was confirmed that there is to be a Meeting of the Representatives in the area in the Market House on Wednesday, 26th November.

Church Walk
Councillor Cross reported that the lights are out on the northern part of Church Walk.  The Clerk understood that Canon Burgon was to report this as all the lights there were out.

Footpath/Cycleway to Desborough
The Clerk had received a telephone call from May Gurney that the width of the path will be approximately 2.5 metres, although this might vary in places.  There will not be any separation but this should be wide enough to be safe.  It is intended to have street lighting the whole length.  At present they are starting the survey and they will send us drawings in due course.

Old Police House, Harrington Road
Councillor Spendlove said there is a new access into this site, and he understood the sewer pipe off Moorfield Road goes underneath. It was AGREED to ask the Planning Department about it.

Footpath UH4
This public right of way from Edinburgh Close to the A14 is very overgrown although the footpath sign is still there.  In addition the track through the allotments has not been cut by the Borough Council for some time.  It was AGREED to report both these matters.
Traveller Encampments
The travellers which were next to the houses in Harrington Road have now gone to the old Lamport Road.  We have not yet received a response from the Traveller Unit and it was AGREED to write to them again.  The Chairman confirmed that she and Councillor Mrs Brown had asked the Borough Council to remove the rubbish from these areas.

192
PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
Councillor Spendlove reported that we have received a revised Retail Study in connection with Rothwell North, which is an examination of whether the small retail area would affect Desborough town centre.  We have also been notified that there is a proposal for a wind farm at Harrington Airfield.

The following Refusal had been received:-

KET/2008/0592
1 Ragsdale Street – Conversion of cellar to garage and vehicular crossing.

The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2008/0455
Stone Lodge, Rothwell Grange – New office.

KET/2008/0508
The Old Bakery, 19 Market Hill – Shop (A1) to Wine Bar (A4).

KET/2008/0515
Land off Cambridge Street – 17 dwellings.

KET/2008/0572
99 Connolly Drive – Extension.

The following Applications had been received and dealt with by the Planning Referee:-

KET/2008/0635
18 John Smith Avenue – Bungalow




No objection provided it does not detract from the existing amenities of 


the neighbouring properties.

KET/2008/0714
9 Bridge Street – Change of Use from A1 retail to A2 bookmakers.

Rothwell Town Council has no objection to the proposed use of these premises, but we are concerned that there could be alterations to the shop windows and frontage generally which would detract from the appearance of this building in the Conservation Area.  We would therefore like to see full details of the treatment of the windows and the frontage, including any proposed fascia, advertisement hoardings, posters etc before these are agreed and we suggest there should be a separate Planning Application for these matters.

KET/2008/0723
19 Bridge Street – Retrospective application for fire escape to rear.




No objection, provided it is suitably painted as soon as possible.

We had also just received the Planning Application for the refurbishment work to the Community Centre, including a new roof of steel which is made to look like tiles.  Whilst we would obviously not object, Councillor Spendlove felt that Councillor Jones should also look at this as he had discussed the draft plans with Ms Bellamy of the Borough Council.  Subsequently the Town Council's observations were sent in as follows:-

KET/2008/0738
Rothwell Community Centre, Well Lane – Extension and refurbishment to 


include external cladding, fenestration and roofing.

We support this Application as it is an excellent concept.

Land adjoining 31 Manor Road
We had received a response from the Borough Senior Development Officer (Enforcement) that the development is not a breach of planning control because it is in accordance with the Planning Permission granted, and therefore no action can be taken.  However, Councillor Cross confirmed that there was no dropped kerbs and no garage at the property.  In addition there are still cables going into No.33 over the footpath there.  It was AGREED to query these points.

The Old Greyhound 
We had previously asked about the trap door to the cellar of the Woolpack, and it was reported that there is a hole in the trap door to the Old Greyhound.  It was AGREED to report this to Street Doctor.

193
ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Bring Bank Recycling Facilities
A long letter had been received from the Borough Waste Policy & Amenities Officer explaining the situation with the new location for the recycling bins on the access to Brachers Allotments, and copies of this letter had been circulated prior to this Meeting.   He mentioned that the banks are used significantly less there than when they were in Market Hill Square, and it appears that over 100 contacts have been made to Customer Services, objecting to the new site.  There were a range of issues regarding the banks' re-location including the failure of the Town Council to consult before requesting this, not considering alternative sites in the centre of Rothwell and not being aware of how they can influence decisions that the Town Council makes.  He would be grateful if we could consider the re-use of Market Hill Square as the Rothwell bring bank site.

The Clerk had been requested by Councillors Jones, Pote and Roebuck to put forward their opinion that the recycling banks should remain on the access to Brachers Allotments as it is unsuitable to have them in the centre of the Rothwell Conservation Area and in front of the east window of the Parish Church.  It was AGREED to reply that we agreed to monitor this for six months, but at the present time the Members of the Town Council cannot see any reason to bring them back to Market Hill Square.

Dental Practice
The Clerk had not sent the letter requested at the last Meeting, because the dental surgery is now open again for a reduced time, and there does seem to be refurbishment work being carried out to the premises.

Community Centre
We had received an E-mail from Ms Pia Bellamy with the wording which is to be sent to the current users of the Community Centre.  She would also be grateful for some words from the Town Council by the middle of September so that she can prepare a two-sided A4 paper just in case this project is selected for Stage 2 of the application for funding through the WREN Communities Challenge.  The Chairman and Clerk will prepare this.

Greening Road Park
We had received a copy of the media release about the consultation on Greening Road Park, and this has been circulated widely throughout the town.

Town Centre Partnership
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 2nd September 2008 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was MOVED by the Chairman and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Gala Committee
It was AGREED that the initial Meeting of the Gala Committee would take place at 7.30 pm on Thursday, 25th September 2008 in the Market House.

Rothwell Cemetery
We had received a letter from the Borough Burial and Cremation Team Leader that the water butts are now in place, one half way up the Cemetery along the perimeter path near the A14, and the other within the green burial section at the top of the Cemetery.  They have also completed the resident's car parking space adjacent to the Lodge.  He is currently awaiting a date for the re-surfacing of the perimeter paths and he will keep us updated.  Unfortunately they have had to remove a yew tree from the centre section and there are a number of others which are at risk.  It appears there is a problem with drainage and the roots are becoming water logged.  This has not been a problem in previous years but there has been an increase in rainfall recently.  He has spoken to their Arboricultural Supervisor, and they are going to investigate the water tables.

Trees, Squires Hill
A reply had been received from Ms Dawn Hughes, the Borough Arboricultural Development Officer that, as stated in previous correspondence, the only maintenance work required to the trees in Squires Hill is crown lifting.  This is non-essential maintenance and as such higher priority work in the Borough will be carried out in preference.  They would not carry out crown reduction work to a mature tree in order to prevent birds sitting in them.  She has, however, asked their Street Cleansing Department to ensure the benches are regularly cleansed.

The Clerk had already mentioned in her letter that the benches were being cleaned, but there was still a problem with the amount of bird droppings on them.  It appears that the Borough policy is to treat trees in built-up areas, including our Conservation Area, the same as those in the parks but the Partnership and the Town Council did not think this was always appropriate as the trees can obscure the buildings and the Clerk had also mentioned this in her letter.

It was AGREED to write to the Acting Head of Environmental Services, with copies to the Head of Development Services, Councillor Mrs Brown, Dawn Hughes, Duncan Law and Dean Baker to ask if this policy can be changed so that the trees can receive necessary attention to ensure they enhance the buildings in the Conservation Area and do not obscure them or cause damage.

Former Health Centre Building
We had received an E-mail from Martin Hammond, the Borough Deputy Chief Executive, that he understood the PCT would be keeping the old Health Centre building for office use, but that this would be left for a period until their overall office accommodation has been resolved.  The PCT is moving from three sites in the County to one near Rushden as its new headquarters and the Rothwell site will be needed as a satellite office but not until after the larger re-arrangement has taken place.  Some time ago, the Town Council had been informed that this would not be used as offices but would have a suitable healthcare use.

Mr Hammond had also replied to the Chairman to confirm that the Borough Council holds the £15,000 for improved access to the new Health Centre, so we have replied to him and asked if this can be used for additional parking as the Doctors say this is needed.

Litter Bins
The Chairman reported that she had arranged a Site Meeting near the water tower for Monday, 22nd September to look at having an extra litter bin in that area by Buswell Rise.

194
MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Capital Projects
The Report of the Meeting held on 28th August 2008 will be circulated for discussion at the October Meeting because most of those people present were not able to attend this Meeting.

Association of Local Councils
We had received a reminder about the Annual General Meeting to be held on 15th October 2008, but as we are not Members it was AGREED to take no action here.

195
FINANCIAL REPORT

The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Spendlove, SECONDED by Councillor Mills and RESOLVED that the report be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee




Service or Goods



Amount
Mrs C E Mackay


Clerk's Salary




£509.00

H M Revenue & Customs

Tax and N I (3 months)


£416.37

Cllr N A Matthew


Domain Names Renewal


  £13.11

Cash




Petty Cash




  £30.00

The Meeting closed at 9.35 pm.










Chairman









Date
