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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL
A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 14th October 2008 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot

Chairman
Councillor Mrs C M Brown

Councillor C W Cross

Councillor D W Jones

Councillor N A Matthew

Councillor A J Mills

Councillor A C Pote

Councillor R D Roebuck

Councillor Mrs L A Russell

Councillor K R Unger

196
PRAYERS
Before the business of the Council commenced, the Revd Canon George Burgon said Prayers, and mentioned the various voluntary organisations in the area, especially the people at Marlow House, and also for peace in the world.  He thanked the Town Council for their support and help over the last 10½ years and wished everyone well.

The Chairman thanked Canon Burgon for being the Town Council Chaplain and wished him a happy retirement.  Councillor Mrs Talbot then presented him with a small gift of a painting of the Market House as a token of our appreciation.  Councillors Matthew, Pote, Jones and Cross also made personal tributes to Canon Burgon. 

197
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
Councillor Mrs Leisa Russell, the newly elected Member of Rothwell Town Council, completed the Declaration of  Acceptance of Office form and this was witnessed by the Clerk.  Councillor Mrs Russell was welcomed onto the Town Council.

198
APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillors Spendlove and Sumpter.

199
COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
Sgt Tony Hopkins and PCSO Jason Parish were present at the Meeting and copies of the crime figures for September were available at this Meeting.  Sgt Hopkins said crime is still a problem across the area.  As to the five incidents of Burglary Dwelling, one of these had some forensic evidence and a man was arrested, which cleared up seven incidents.  He had taken some keys for a different property, with the address on the keys.  There was more DNA evidence from the same offender, who is currently in prison, and he will be talked to about this.  There were two thefts of motor vehicles, but one has been recovered in Kettering and the Forensic Team is looking at this.  The biggest problem is with drunks on Friday and Saturday nights carrying out damage in the same street.  There are also some drive-offs from the garage.

Sgt Hopkins referred to the Play Rangers Scheme, with five YMCA workers, and confirmed that Rothwell is one of the places which will be visited and this should be starting soon.  There is an opening at Highfield Road at the end of this month.

The Community Panel Meeting will be on 6th November and will precede the Rural Forum in future.  Councillor Mrs Brown was handed details of this.

The Police are doing a lot of work with the Schools to try and stop parking outside them, and also visiting the Assemblies.  They are trying to get Montsaye involved as well and he is meeting them shortly.

Police Questions from the Public
(a)
Speeding, Rushton Road:  a resident said that pedestrians and people using motorised scooters have great difficulty crossing Rushton Road by the Crispin Street junction, because of the speed of the vehicles here and the bend.  There are four roads here to try and look at and on Sundays there are a lot of vehicles owned by people going to the nearby Church.  Councillor Jones supported this statement, including the fact that people park on all four corners and up the road so you cannot see if a vehicle is coming, and he felt there would be a nasty accident here unless something is done.  He wondered if there could be a zebra crossing there because there is not one on any of the entrance roads to the town, apart from Desborough Road.  It was AGREED to put this on the Agenda for the next Meeting.   

The Chairman and Councillor Roebuck will speak to members of the Catholic Church about their parking arrangements.

(b)
Speeding, High Hill Avenue:  Sgt Hopkins confirmed that Officers have been out to this location.  A resident said that it is very bad about 8.15 am on Sunday mornings.  They do not obey the 20 mph speed limit, and Sgt Hopkins said this is not actually enforceable but is advisory.  As well as the speed gun, he does also use the large vans to monitor speed where the location is suitable.  However, in every community there are complaints about speeding vehicles and it is impossible to monitor every one regularly.

(c)
Dropped Kerbs, Market Hill:  a resident asked if the white lines in front of the dropped kerbs at the top of Market Hill Square could be renewed as these have nearly worn away.  The Town Council has already asked for this to be done, and it was AGREED to repeat this request.

(d)
Montsaye Community College:  a resident asked about the Safe School Route and Sgt Hopkins will enquire about this.

(e)
Zebra Crossing, Desborough Road:  a resident said this is very dangerous as vehicles come down the road much too fast.  She was crossing recently and was half way across, when a lorry failed to stop and only missed her by about a foot.  She thought he was travelling and 50-60 miles an hour and felt that if her grandchildren had been with her, they would not have all been able to get out of the way.  It was AGREED to put this on the Agenda for the next Meeting, and Sgt Hopkins will look at this as well as High Hill Avenue.
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QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
(1)
Day Nursery in Rothwell:  the applicants for Planning Permission, which has just been granted, for a day nursery at 15 Castle Hill were present at the Meeting.  They were upset that they had been trying to set this up for some time, but the house was sold to a cash purchaser the day they received Planning Approval.  They have fifty parents on their waiting list and Rothwell will need an out-of-school club by the year 2010 but there is nothing like this in the town.  The schools thought these residents were to provide the facility so they have not been looking to do this themselves.  They wondered if the Town Council could assist in any way.  Councillor Pote wondered if they could use premises such as the Football Club as this is not used during the day in the week.  Councillor Mrs Brown also suggested the URC rooms.  The residents explained that they needed at least a four-year Lease and the use every day, with an outdoor area as well.  It might be that they could use a hall in the short term until they find permanent premises.  The Community Centre is used by the Scallywags Play Group, and it will be shut when it is refurbished, so this is not really an option.

(2)
Groococks Development:  the residents asked if there was any news on this.  We have asked the County Rights of Way Department to inspect the footpath and see if it is wide enough.  The residents thanked the Chairman for this, but no-one has yet been from this Department.  It was AGREED to chase this.  

It was confirmed that the scaffolding will not be taken down until it is safe for the workmen and pedestrians to do this.  As to cleaning people's houses and cars, we assume this will be done when the work is finished but we do not know if they will put this in writing.

(3)
Library Garden:  it was mentioned that there is £625 per year to spend in the community, but it was confirmed this is only for the Borough Councillors.  

(4)
Former Health Centre Building:  the Town Council does not think this is to be sold, but it is likely it will be used as offices for the Primary Care Trust.  

(5)
Drains, Tresham Street:  these defective drains have been reported to Street Doctor but it is not known when they will be dealt with.

(6)
New Health Centre Telephone Number:  this is an 0844 number and this is not free for BT packages.  Councillor Matthew had spoken to Dr Rose about this and the fact that you cannot call the number from abroad.  Dr Rose is to look at the system.  However, Councillor Matthew suggested patients could call the Desborough Surgery because they can look at test results and similar matters, or they will telephone people back.  It might be that Desborough will also change to an 08 number in due course.

(7)
Market House:  a resident would have liked to come to the Meeting, but cannot manage the stairs.  It was suggested that residents can put a query to any Member to take up on their behalf.  There are to be disabled parking bays in Market Hill and Councillor Pote understood these should be done in late November, together with the extension of the double yellow lines in Bridge Street, both of which are being paid for by his County Council Grant.  He has spent his Borough Ward Initiative monies on the Aztec Football Club.  As to access for the disabled, although this is impossible in the Market House, the Annual Parish Meeting is always held in the Trinity Centre, which does have full access for the disabled.

(8)
Greening Road Roundabout:  this was moved once, but it is not very good as vehicles going out of Greening Road cannot see if any vehicles are coming up Desborough Road.

(9)
Traffic Calming, Glendon Road:  there is to be a build-out between the two Columbus Crescent accesses, nearly opposite Ragsdale Street.  There is also to be a vehicle actuated sign.

(10)
Well Lane Recreation Ground:  a resident asked again if anything is being done about the nuisance here.  It is still especially bad on Tuesday evenings.  Recently there were three cars racing round the Park, and she got two out of three number plates, but she was seen doing this.  She still felt a rising bollard would be useful.  When the refurbishment has taken place there will be a caretaker for the building who could activate this.  It was AGREED to E-mail Ms Bellamy at the Borough Council with the suggestion now to see if this can be included in the plans.  It was reported that footballs are being kicked against the walls of the building as hard as they can be, but it was not thought pebble dash would help to stop this.

201
MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Mills and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th September 2008 be confirmed and signed.

202
HIGHWAYS

Traffic Calming, Glendon Road
We had received a response from Mr Andrew Leighton of the County Highways Department that they hope to start work on this traffic calming after Christmas. Councillor Jones thought it would be two years ago this Christmas that the last fatality occurred here, and there have been three in all.  They do already have the finance for this work from the Kettering North development.

It was AGREED to ask if  we could have a specific start date, and to confirm that we do hope this will be first scheme carried out after Christmas.

Proposed Footpath/Cycleway
Copies of a letter from Desborough Town Council to the County Council about the proposed footpath/cycleway between Rothwell and Desborough had been circulated prior to this Meeting. They did not want this path to be lit, as this would be a waste of energy, visually bring the two towns closer together, and against the principle of protecting the Ise Valley.  It could also encourage the removal of the school bus.

Councillor Jones appreciated the issue of light pollution and the separation of the two towns, but he felt there would be a danger to people walking on the path at night with cyclists also there.  There is the low profile lighting which only shines on the path which would get over this problem.  Councillor Cross also mentioned the fact that cyclists no longer seem to use a bell.  Councillor Matthew approved of lighting the path, although there is some bad behaviour from a minority of cyclists.  There has to be a static front light although you can have flashing rear lights.  The road itself is quite dangerous to use.  There could be subtle lighting, perhaps at a low level.  

It was AGREED to write to the County Council that Rothwell Town Council would like the path to be lit, but with subtle, low-profile lighting only.

A43 Northampton to Kettering
We had details of the next Meeting to discuss the proposed improvements to the A43.  The Chairman did attend the last Stakeholder Meeting where they discussed have a dual carriageway, but she felt that this did not really affect Rothwell.  Councillor Jones said a lot of local people use this and Councillor Matthew agreed this is the route to the M1 South.  It was AGREED that Councillor Jones would attend this Meeting on our behalf.

Highways Representatives Scheme
Copies of the July/August edition of the Rep's Review had been circulated prior to this Meeting, for information.  They are to hold a Meeting in the Market House on 26th November.

Bus Service to Medical Centre
Councillor Mills referred to Mr West's petition for bus stops and shelters at the Health Centre and understood this is likely to be presented to the Town Council.  This could then be passed on to our MP and Councillor Seery.  Mr West is working hard for this and the Town Council supports his efforts.

Deliveries in the Town Centre

Councillor Mrs Brown said about 9.00 am recently the town centre was completed obstructed by large lorries.  She wondered if we could write to all the businesses to ask if they could arrange their deliveries for times other than 8.00 to 9.00 am.  It was AGREED to write to those businesses we feel might be involved.

Highways Priorities
We had received an E-mail from Max Andrews of the County Highways Department (on behalf of Zafran Khan, the Interim Head of Transport & Highways) that they wish to enhance their understanding of the transport and highways issues faced by local communities.  They asked for a list of our top ten local priorities, and it was AGREED to submit the following:-

(1)
An alternative east-west route through the town.

(2)
Changed priorities on the A6 by the Bridge Street and Fox Street junctions.

(3)
The zebra crossing at the bottom of Desborough Road to be changed to a pelican 
crossing.

(4)
A safe crossing over Rushton Road, by the Crispin Street junction.

(5)
Three-two-one countdown markers/rumble strips in Glendon Road to warn drivers of the 
30 mph speed restriction.

(6)
A safe way to cross Glendon Road near Slade Valley Avenue.

(7)
The re-positioning of the roundabout at the top of Greening Road to improve visibility.

(8)
Bus bays and shelters at the new Medical Centre.

Temporary Closure of Footpath
Notification had been received of the extension of the temporary closure of footpath UH2 by the Groococks Factory, up to 3rd April 2009 because of the building work there.

203
PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
In Councillor Spendlove's absence, Councillor Jones presented the Planning Report.  We had received notification of the Public Inquiry into the Appeal against Refusal of Planning Permission for residential development to the south of Harrington Road.

The following Refusals had been received:-

KET/2008/0619
Roundabout at junction of A14/B669 South, Kettering Road – Three 


sponsorship signs.

KET/2008/0620
Roundabout at junction of A14/B669 South, Kettering Road – Three 


sponsorship signs.

As Permission had been granted for the signs at the Orton Road junction, a letter signed by the Chairman had been sent to the Borough Development Control Manager to ask why they had refused Permission for sponsorship signs at this junction, and copies of the reply were available at this Meeting.  Councillor Pote had discussed this with Mr David Grindley of the County Highways Department, who had submitted the Applications, and he had spoken to Mr Dean Baker of the Borough Planning Department.  The Borough would like to see earthworks at the roundabout to break this up.  Councillor Pote had argued with the Planning Officer that if we do not get this done, the County only cuts the roundabouts three times a year, but the contractors do it six times a year which is obviously much better.  He is pushing to get this resolved and Mr Grindley was meeting the contractors to discuss the matter.  It was AGREED to leave this to Councillor Pote to deal with.

The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2008/0621
Roundabout at junction of A14/A6South/Lamport Road/Orton Road – 


Four sponsorship signs.

KET/2008/0622
Roundabout at junction of A14/A6 North/Harrington Road – Five 



sponsorship signs.

KET/2008/0648
15 & 17 Castle Hill – Change of Use from residential to nursery.

KET/2008/0661
103 Connolly Drive – Extension.

KET/2008/0714
9 Bridge Street – Change of Use from A1 retail to A2 bookmakers.

KET/2008/0723
19 Bridge Street – Fire escape to rear of property.

The following Application had just been received, and our observations were agreed as stated:-

KET/2008/0765
9 Gibbons Drive – Extension.




No objection.

Development in Kettering
We had been informed that the consultation period on the East Kettering Urban Extension Strategic Design Supplementary Planning Document has been slightly extended.  Councillor Pote had brought a copy of the Kettering Town Centre Extension Option Plan, for information.  The Kettering Market Square alterations have already received the funds and this should be going ahead in January.
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ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Traveller Encampments
The Clerk had received a response from the Countywide Traveller Unit dated 11th September 2008 that the encampment on the old Orton Road is land owned by the Highways Agency and any enforcement action is their responsibility.  They are monitoring the situation.  The future of this encampment should fall under the Local Development Framework process, requiring the Planning Department to regularise the current occupation or identify other suitable land in the area.  Since we originally wrote there has been a re-shuffle of the remaining encampments, following action by the CTU, and they confirmed that the Borough has said that domestic rubbish is removed along with other households in the area.  Both Kettering and Corby Councils are now in the early stages of commencing construction of Gypsy and Traveller Sites in their areas and on completion it is hoped to accommodate these local families on those sites.  They cannot let us have completion dates, but Corby hope to open in January 2009.  This is the only permanent solution to the current encampments that occupy land in our area and one that is the responsibility of the local Borough Council as the Housing Authority.

Manor Park
Copies of E-mails from the Borough Council had been circulated prior to this Meeting in connection with levelling the ground by the Bowls Club and the new footpath across the Park.  It has now been decided that to either level the ground or put lighting in for the new path is likely to cause unacceptable disturbance to the archaeological record.  In addition the Borough Planning Department feels that we all need to be encouraging some serious investigation work prior to any ground works taking place, and it would be worth looking at some form of Conservation Plan which would assess the significance of the area and compile a management plan to allow for informed decisions about any works which take place.  Things like this are an ideal opportunity to encourage community involvement in the heritage of the area.

The Clerk had suggested that to provide a level area, they could just lift the turf, level the area underneath and then replace the same turf, which should not cause a disturbance but obviously the Borough Council does not agree.

Gala Committee
Copies of the Report of the Meetings held on 29th September and 6th October 2008 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was AGREED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Customer Services at Rothwell
We had received a long letter from the Borough Customer Services Manager, which was read to the Meeting in full.  This confirmed that cash payments and cheques will be taken at the Centre but the correct money is preferred for safety reasons.  All customers have Allpay cards to make payments at the many outlets which accept these.  It is accepted that sometimes customers have to wait during a tenancy sign-up, which can take 30 to 45 minutes but are only offered to those who have difficulty in attending a sign-up at the Kettering office.  As to staffing levels, they constantly review this and they need to be allocated in an efficient and cost-effective manner.

Councillor Cross said that one of our residents pays twice a year and was told that if he did not pay by 1st September 2008 he would not be able to do this any longer.  It was AGREED to ask residents who are affected to write to David Cook, the Borough Chief Executive, with a copy to Jonathan Bullock, the Portfolio Holder for Customer Services.

Library Garden
Councillor Mrs Brown reported that the concrete foundation for the trough has been put in, the weeds have been removed and the bulbs will be planted soon.  The railings will be painted by someone on Community Service and a cherry tree has been ordered and should be planted by next spring.  There are also bark chips to be put down and the people from the Henley Centre will come back to remove weeds from time to time.

Tree, Moorfield Road.
It was reported that the trees on the grassed area opposite the bottom access to Cogan Crescent are very overgrown.  It was AGREED to report this to Sheila Gilder at MGWSP.

Extra Litter Bin
The  Chairman reported that she and Councillor Jones had had a Site Meeting, and there is now a litter bin by the water tower.  A press release had gone out about this.  Councillor Jones thanked the Chairman for sorting this out, and he confirmed this litter bin is already being used.

Public Toilets
The Chairman has received questions from young people about the fact that the public toilets in Squires Hill are very dirty.  She felt we should discuss this with the Borough Council as to whether these should be closed, or refurbished and better maintained.  It was AGREED to put this on the Agenda for the next Meeting.
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MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Capital Projects
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 28th August 2008 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  Councillor Pote pointed out that it is not just him who seemed to think we will get a precept but the other Borough Councillors are also saying this.  Subject to this comment, it was AGREED that the Report be approved and adopted.

It was felt the next step is public consultation, and Councillor Matthew suggested that we should go ahead with a Public Meeting with an open discussion on what residents would like the Town Council to try to do.  Some things we could manage ourselves, or perhaps the Ward monies could be used.  Alternatively we might need to raise money by precept or other ways.  He felt we  would need 50 to 100 residents to attend and perhaps several Councillors would make a presentation to the Meeting.  Councillors Matthew and Russell in particular felt that residents should know the Members of the Town Council, and people can let us have their opinion at a Public Meeting.

We are also considering producing a Newsletter:  we have not yet received the advice we requested from the Clerk to Burton Latimer Town Council, and the Clerk will chase this.

It was AGREED to hold a Public Meeting at 7.30 pm on Thursday, 15th January 2009, and it was suggested that a School would be a good venue.

As to a Working Group, the Chairman and Vice-Chairman and Councillors Mrs Brown, Jones, Matthew, Pote, Russell and Unger volunteered to join this, and it was AGREED the next Meeting would be held on Tuesday, 4th November.

Code of Conduct
Copies of the September edition of Town and Parish Standard had been circulated prior to this Meeting, for information.

Community Panel
Councillor Matthew would be able to attend the Meeting of the Police Community Panel, to be held before the Rural Forum Meeting from 6.30 to 6.55 pm on Thursday, 6th November 2008 at Kettering Borough Council offices.   The Clerk will let Councillor Matthew have the details.

Flooding
We had received notification that the Environment Agency in partnership with Northamptonshire County Council and Northampton Borough Council is to hold a Flood Fair on 29th October.  No-one was available to attend this event.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Cross and RESOLVED that the statement be agreed and the following amounts paid:-

Payee



Service or Goods



Amount
Mrs C E Mackay

Clerk's Salary




£459.00

Cash



Petty Cash




  £50.00

An invoice had also been received from the Borough Council in the sum of £1,814.70 plus VAT for 23 hanging baskets for the Rothwell In Bloom scheme.  The Clerk's record showed that we actually had 22 baskets, and the cost of £78.90 each is quite high.  It was AGREED to query the number of baskets and also to ask if there could be a concession for our Rothwell scheme.

BDO Stoy Hayward had sent back the Annual Return for 2007/08 and asked for this to be amended.  There had been an audit correction figure of £4 from the previous year, which had been shown as a separate item under the balance brought forward, but our External Auditors said the amount here must coincide with the previous balance and so the sum of £4 had been added to the total other receipts.  The original Annual Return had gone back to BDO Stoy Hayward, but the Clerk had a copy of the amended Statement of Accounts to show the alterations which she had initialled.

It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Pote and RESOLVED that this amendment was noted and approved.

207
ADMISSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was AGREED that the Press and Public be asked to leave. 

