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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL

A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.35 pm after the Annual Town Council Meeting in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot

Chairman
Councillor Mrs C M Brown

Councillor C W Cross

Councillor N A Matthew

Councillor A J Mills

Councillor R D Roebuck

Councillor M W Spendlove

Councillor K D Sumpter

Councillor K R Unger

141
APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillors Howe, Jones and Pote.

142
COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
Sgt Hopkins was present at the Meeting and referred to the crime figures for April and said the Rural Area seems to have had increased numbers of thefts of motor vehicles, especially motorcycles being taken but they are dealing with this.  There were four thefts from motor vehicles which largely refers to single number plates being taken.  There has been a serious increase in drive offs from the Esso Service Station on the A14.  Lead thefts continue from individual dwellings, including gas pipes.  He apologised that there was no Police presence at the previous Meeting but if there is an incident his Officers have to respond.  They are trying to deal with the youths outside the Library with the camera, and are doing a lot of work on the CCTV to look at areas other than Kettering town centre.  The Police have a DVD camcorder and will try sending a copy of the disc to the relevant parents.  As to the incidents in Churchill Close, he does not yet have an update.  There has been someone taking an air rifle to the Greening Road Park shooting at cans.  Sgt Hopkins was disgusted at the graffiti there and has spoken to some of the younger children who do not feel they can use the equipment.  He has also seen the broken glass for himself.  The traffic in Glendon Road is still one of their priorities but the road layout needs to be changed before traffic will slow down.  The Traffic Warden has visited the town again.  Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators have been asked to report vehicles with sat navs and other valuable items on display.  A missing person from Northampton has now been returned there.  He has met Mr Denton about the Fair and he hopes there will not be a repeat of last year, as there will be a number of Officers from Wellingborough and Corby to assist, as well as the Mobile Police Station.  

Councillor Cross had some photographs of the graffiti at Greening Road Park and it was confirmed that this had been put on after the equipment was newly painted.  Councillor Mrs Brown asked if the new design of the Esso Garage had assisted at all with stopping the drive offs.  Sgt Hopkins has spoken to them about the location of the tills and the cameras, including asking if the Police can put their own equipment in, but has not had a positive response.  As these figures are rising, it was wondered if there was anything we could do to get these figures out of the Rothwell ones.  Sgt Hopkins will see if these figures can be listed separately so we know what proportion this is of the crimes.

It was reported that there are problems along Elizabeth Road and Evison Road with youths gathering there and setting fire to people's sheds.  Councillor Unger has seen a lot of the speed traps in Glendon Road and Sgt Hopkins confirmed these made people slow down as 50-60mph was the general speed, but other roads in the area are worse.  The new equipment can see what sort of vehicle is there.  Sgt Hopkins, PCs O'Hara and Cotterell are the only Officers who can issue tickets, but if the PCSOs catch them the drivers will get a letter.  It was mentioned that sometimes the speed in Columbus Crescent is also quite fast and in the evening there are still several youths in cars by Blythe Close Play Area, using illegal substances.  

Sgt Hopkins had written that the next Community Panel Meeting will be held at 7.30 pm on Wednesday, 16th July 2008 at the Kettering Social Club.  He confirmed that we can send as many people as we like to this, but there would be only one vote from each community.

Police Questions from the Public
Speeding:  Mr West said he was concerned about speeding from Tresham Street to Columbus Crescent in both directions.  We had received an E-mail from PC O'Hara that he monitors both incoming and outgoing traffic in Glendon Road, and of late, most of his prosecutions have been for local outgoing traffic.  It was reported that there is also a speeding problem in Gordon Street and Jubilee Street at night and this was noted.  Sgt Hopkins said speeding is a problem in all parts of the rural areas.  There is the Community Speed Watch but you need 500 signatures from residents and ten people trained to use the speed guns that they can have for a few weeks.  

143
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
(1)
Groococks Factory Development:  several residents from the Gordon Street area were present about the effects of the work here.  The footpath is blocked by No.9.  There is a wall which is between 4'9" and 5'8" tall, just below the tops of the garden walls.  They feel this is a security issue with people breaking into sheds.  The vandals throw concrete blocks into their gardens.  They wanted to know if this wall complies with the Planning Permission.  When completed this will be a track through for vandals to hide.  The builders have put a load of rubble there.  A letter has gone to only some of the residents, namely those up to No.20 and to No.3 that Gordon Street will be closed for the drainage to be put in which means no emergency vehicles will be able to get through.  We have received notification of the proposed temporary road closure for that section up to No.20 and No.3 and the dates mentioned are from 16th to 30th June 2008, but it is usual to apply for longer than necessary in case the work is delayed.  The residents said there would be nowhere for their cars to be put even for a short time.  There are also the builders' vehicles, up to twenty of them on occasions.  There was a proposal to make Gordon Street and Jubilee Street one way, but this did not proceed because of objections from some residents.

Councillor Mrs Brown has already asked the Borough Enforcement Officer to look at this area, particularly with regard to the wall at the rear and had received a response from Peter Chaplin, the Development Manager, that as the site was closed off, they could not see the retaining wall but apparently this is about 1.4 m high with a concrete finish.  As the adjoining road is to be adopted, the agent thought the lighting there would cover the footpath.  The retaining walls are an inevitable consequence of the different levels and there is another concrete wall retaining the land adjacent to the existing detached house in Kettering Road, and they will check what control they can exercise on their appearance.  The agent has said that the work on site is now being done within the statutory hours, i.e. not before 8.00 am Monday to Saturday.

It was AGREED to ask Mr Chaplin if he can inspect this area and to check that emergency vehicles can still have access when part of the road is closed.  If they need to inspect they can call at No.7 Gordon Street to see this.  It was FURTHER AGREED to send a copy of the letter to Deejaks and also find out when the development will be completed. 

The residents also felt the footpath is now becoming a nightmare, especially at the Nosehill end with items being thrown into their gardens.  People seem to be still getting into the factory and  there is a noise and dust problem.  A burnt out car was left in the area and Councillor Mrs Brown explained that the ELVIS scheme was able to get this moved within four hours.  Some residents were thinking about moving because of the problems.  Finally it was confirmed that the footpath will be re-opened when the work is completed.

(2)
Seats, Squires Hill: these have bird droppings on again, but Councillor Mills confirmed the Borough do go round and pressure wash these seats.

(3)
Recycling Bins:  these have been moved for Rowell Fair but they are not emptied before they are taken away because it is not the emptying contractor who moves them.  The Clerk had been informed that these will not be brought back to Market Hill after the Fair, but the Borough will leave them on the Brachers Allotments access.

(5)
Bus Shelters:  Mr West said it would be nice to have a shelter on the other side of the road to the Library as well.  He was still upset about there not being any bus stop or shelter by the new Health Centre.  It was explained that we have taken up this issue since the new Health Centre opened, but there are the Authorities above us which make this decision.  The Town Council did not even want the Health Centre in that location but at the many Meetings we had before the new Centre was built, the Town Council had been assured it would be served by public transport and so it was naturally thought the buses would actually stop there.  It would assist if residents also contacted the Primary Care Trust.

144
MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Matthew, SECONDED by Councillor Unger and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th April 2008 be confirmed and signed.

145
HIGHWAYS

A14 Proposals for Improvements
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 6th May 2008 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  Councillor Spendlove queried the suggestion for traffic lights at junction 4, as this would increase traffic on Harrington Road, and possibly Glendon Road, so people could join the A14 at either junction 3 or 7.  Councillor Roebuck thought the lights would be at the bottom of the slip road so vehicles would back up into Kettering Road.  They will not stop any vehicles on the A14.  Apart from this proposal, the situation is basically the same as when we met them previously.

It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Matthew and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Whole Village Approach Programme
A letter had been received from Max Andrews, the County Assistant Highway Engineer, asking if we wanted to submit an application for this year's programme, and if so this has to be done before 30th May.  Last year there was a lot of interest and they anticipate the same this year, so not all suggestions can be implemented given the limited nature of the budget.

Last year we put forward improvements to the High Street with replacement of the slabs and/or some tarmac.  It was AGREED to re-submit what was there last year.

Weed Control
The Clerk had received a letter from Weedwise that they have managed to maintain the vegetation control contract for the 2008 season following the change of supplier from Atkins to May Gurney.  As in previous years, we should contact them direct if we have any issues as it is highly likely these can be processed more quickly via direct contact.  It was AGREED to write at this stage that we would like them to ensure that attention is given to Squires Hill, the Church Walk footpaths and the Churchyard wall area onto Hospital Hill and Market Hill, as well as round the Market House.  In addition all the gutters should be treated and Moorfield Road and Cogan Crescent already have a lot of weeds.

Rights of Way
We had received a letter that the Rights of way Improvement Plan is on the County Council Website and that our contact is Chris Howe on 01604 883452.  These details will be given to Councillor Jones.

Desborough Road
It was pointed out that there are no dropped kerbs by the Cricket Ground entrance.  It was AGREED to ask if these can be provided.

Daisy Bank Avenue
The entrance to this street by Greening Road is full of potholes.  It was AGREED to write and ask if this can be looked at for a possible re-surfacing scheme.

Market Hill
The trapdoor to the Woolpack cellar does not look in a very good condition, or very secure.  It was AGREED to report this.

General Matters
We had received confirmation that the Order has now been made for the 20 mph speed limit in the streets around the Primary Schools.  In addition, copies of the letter from the Public Relations Officer for May Gurney about the new system, and a copy of Rep's Review, had been circulated prior to this Meeting.

146
PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
Councillor Spendlove reported that the following Refusal had been received:-

KET/2008/0195
48 Evison Road and adjoining land – Conversion of dwelling to 2 flats and 


erection of 6 new flats.

The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2008/0160
1 Connolly Close – Extension.

KET/2008/0191
2 Castle Hill – Change of Use from flat to A2

KET/2008/0210
20 Tennyson Road – Conservatory.

KET/2008/0244
80 Rushton Road – Extensions.

KET/2008/0317
28 John Smith Avenue – Extension.

The following Applications had been received and dealt with by the Planning Referee:-

KET/2008/0065
25 Littlewood Street – Extensions.




No objection.

KET/2008/0228
61 Desborough Road – Extension.




No objection.

KET/2008/0278
Land adjoining 23 Ragsdale Street – Dwelling.




No objection.

KET/2008/0317
28 John Smith Avenue – Extension.




No objection.

KET/2008/0395
57 Harrington Road – Replace flat garage roof with pitched.




No objection.

The following Applications had recently been received, and Councillor Spendlove wished to consult other Members, and declared a personal interest on that for Slade Valley House.  Our observations were AGREED as stated:-

KET/2007/1165
Land adjoining 12 Rushton Road – Detached house.




No objection.

KET/2008/0304
17 Castle Hill – Change of Use from residential to nursery facility.




No objection.

KET/2008/0345
North Kettering Business Park, Rockingham Road, Kettering – Erection of 


building for B8 (storage and distribution) with ancillary B1 (offices).

We still do not have the traffic calming in Glendon Rod which we were promised as part of the first stage of this development.  We would therefore ask for this and the Linear Park to be finished before any further work is permitted.

KET/2008/0412
Slade Valley House, Orton Road – Retrospective Application for an 


agricultural general storage building.




No objection.

Councillor Cross said the house now being built in Manor Road does not have a garage included and very little room to park a vehicle off the road.  It was AGREED to check the Planning Permission for this property.

Councillors Jones and Spendlove attended the CPRE Seminar at Cranford Hall, but they did not feel this was directly relevant to a town the size of Rothwell. 

Conservation Area Enforcement
We had received a reply from the Borough Planning Department relating to the removal of the sash window from 28a High Street, that enforcement action can only be taken when there has been a breach of planning control, and the breach results in serious harm.  Action cannot be taken against minor/technical breaches or in cases where there is no serious demonstrable harm.  This work is not considered to fall under the definition of  'development' and is therefore outside the scope of planning control so no action can be taken.

147
ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Greening Road Park & Community Centre
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 29th April 2008 had been circulated prior to this Meeting. It was AGREED that the Report be approved and adopted.  

Councillor Cross reported that his son is now doing a record for Pia Bellamy and Ham Young at the Borough Council.  More glass has been found, and there is the graffiti on the equipment which was mentioned earlier in the Meeting.  Apparently the floor is not in a good state and would need to be completely replaced, and most of the equipment is now unusable.  There are ongoing Meetings and our MP is also involved.  

There is the Meeting on 20th May at the Community Centre to discuss the bid for finance for that building to be restored.  At the last Meeting it was felt there should be a Core Group to look at this, and Councillors Jones, Matthew, Spendlove and Sumpter all felt they would like to be involved.  There is a need for a co-partner which the Borough has asked the Town Council to be, which could mean that we have to sign the application documents.  

It was MOVED by Councillor Spendlove, SECONDED by Councillor Sumpter and RESOLVED that Councillor Matthew be authorised to sign or approve any documents on behalf of the Town Council.

Town Centre Partnership
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 6th May 2008 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  

Councillor Mrs Brown referred to the garden in front of the Library and confirmed she does in fact have permission from the Library Department to do this.  She has been in touch with the Borough Council about having concrete with some stones set in but this would cost £3,000.  Councillor Spendlove has an old trough which could go there on a concrete plinth.  The Borough has also offered 2,000 bulbs and some bark to be put down.  She hopes to have a flowering cherry tree and some other plants.  She might need to come to the Partnership for assistance. 

As to the new Website being set up for the NN14 area, Mr Fillingham had suggested we could do one of the following:-

(a)
just create a mutual link on each other's website, and he would not charge for this.

(b)
ask for a free advertisement on their website, fairly prominent, that links back to ours and in return we put one on ours which links to theirs.  He could create an advertisement for about £40.

It was AGREED to leave this until the next Meeting of the Partnership, after Councillor Matthew has had the opportunity to look at this.

Subject to the update on the Library garden, it was AGREED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Town Centre Signs
A letter had been received from the Borough Landscape Officer that if they were to try and straighten the Droué sign , the white paint would be cracked and the sign would not be perfectly straight.  He would therefore suggest ordering a new sign in the same design.  He is currently waiting for a reply from a supplier of fingerpost signs to see if there is any way of installing an additional sign on the current pole.  If they are able to order the sign on its own, it would cost around £80.  He will let us know what can be done in due course.

It was AGREED to send a copy of the letter to the Twinning Committee to see what they would like to do about their sign.

New Street Names
The Clerk reported that after the last Meeting she had found out that it is only the block of flats on the land adjoining 46 Kettering Road which it is intended to name Red Hall Gardens.  The reason for this is that No.46 was originally called Red Hall.  The houses fronting Evison Road and Kettering Road will just continue the next numbers in those streets.  In view of the discussion at the April Meeting about confusion with new developments, Councillor Matthew and the Clerk had decided it would be best to name the flats Red Hall Gardens as suggested.  This action was approved.

Bus Services  
We had received a reply from Mr Loveridge, the Timetables & Schedules Manager at Stagecoach East that service 18 had been losing money for some time, and they receive no direct subsidy for this.  The County does allow them to use the low floor buses, which they own, to assist in reducing costs but still the service carried on in an operating deficit.  They have reduced the number of buses from two to one, and the route had to be tailored for this one vehicle and to enable the route to he operated efficiently, the journey time from Kettering and back has to be achieved in less than an hour.  To operate to the Health Centre and back via Moorfield Road would mean that this timescale would not be achievable and they would either need to provide another bus, or delete another section of the route such as Kipton Field.  There would also be difficulty turning the bus round at Greening Road.  They were not aware that we were promised a bus service to the Health Centre and they have never made any such commitment to Primary Asset or the Primary Care Trust.  They are to monitor service 18 and if it continues not to be viable they will have to review the situation again.

It was AGREED to send a copy of this letter to the Primary Care Trust and Primary Asset and Jonathan Cowe at the County Council.

Dental Practice

Councillor Unger mentioned the fact that the Rothwell dentist's surgery is now closed, and he understands this is because the Primary Care Trust did not provide the promised funding to refurbish the premises.  

It was AGREED to write to the Primary Care Trust and ask for a full explanation about this issue, especially as it was mooted by them during the discussions on the site for the new Health Centre that the old building might be used for a dentist's surgery.

Green Cemetery
We had received a letter from Lloyd Woodhouse, the Borough Burial and Cremation Team Leader that the local press recently printed an article about provision of a burial ground for members of the Muslim Faith residing within the Borough of Kettering.  This gave the impression this is a new innovation, but the decision was made a number of years ago and this section does not affect the green burial site as it is situation on the Loddington Road side.  Due to the unique way in which the green burial section is managed, it is not possible to reserve a plot unless a burial is taking place, when you can to reserve the next plot along as they are allocated on a next in line basis.  It is possible to 'register an interest' at any time and a charge of £50 is made for this, which is then deducted from the fees when the burial takes place.  By registering an interest, they will know what demand there will be for green burial space in the future and can make adequate land available.  It is still possible to reserve a burial plot within the consecrated and unconsecrated sections at any time.  They estimate that the Rothwell cemetery could provide burial space for about twenty years, taking into consideration current death rate figures and trends.

It was AGREED to send a copy of this letter to the resident who had originally raised the question.

Some time ago, we requested a tap at the top of the Cemetery, but this has not yet been done.  It was AGREED to send a reminder about this and ask when the tap will be provided.

Postal Deliveries
Councillor Unger reported that there has been a problem towards the end of April, when no parcels at all were delivered in Rothwell because the regular postman was away.  Royal Mail did not put anyone else onto this work, so the parcels were just left in the Sorting Office.  He had brought this up direct with the management of Royal Mail.  This was noted and the situation will be monitored by Members of the Town Council.

Dog Mess
It was reported that there is a lot of dog mess by the Infant School in both School Lane and Leys Avenue.  This is also bad in Cogan Crescent by the bottom entrance, and in the Parks, including Columbus Crescent.  Councillor Mrs Brown will report this to the Borough Council.

Gas Fires
Councillor Cross asked if the Borough Council is getting rid of gas fires, and it was confirmed this is so because of the carbon monoxide fumes.

Library Opening Times
We have not yet had official notification, but the Clerk understood that the Library was to remain open on Mondays, as we had requested.

Football Pitches
It was reported that the Rothwell Ladies' Football Clubs have about six teams and two use the pitch in Well Lane Recreation Ground, but some have to travel to Wellingborough and they are aggrieved that they cannot play in Rothwell.  It was suggested that they contact Val Hitchman or Pia Bellamy at the Borough Council about using the pitches at Montsaye School.  They could also try speaking to the Aztec Football Team.

148
MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Precepts
A Meeting has now been arranged to meet Councillor Derek Zanger of Burton Latimer Town Council, and their Clerk George Sneddon on Thursday, 29th May in the Market House.  

Chain of Office
It was confirmed that all the names have now been put on the chain of office, up to date.  Councillor Mrs Talbot has been in touch about having a chain for the Deputy and this could cost about £150 to £250 but they wanted to know about colours.  Some Members wondered how often this would get used.  It was AGREED to have just the words 'Rothwell Town Council' on this in black writing on a white background.  

149
FINANCIAL REPORT
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Mills, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Brown and RESOLVED that the report be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee




Service or Goods


Amount
British Telecom (Paid 1.5.08)

Phone and Broadband


  £48.56

Yell Limited (Paid 1.5.08)

Entry in Yellow Pages

  £79.90

Mrs C E Mackay


Clerk's Salary



£449.00

Owen Smart



Names on Chairman's Chain

  £91.91

Ricoh UK Ltd



Photocopier Maintenance

  £18.66

Colemans



Stationery



    £4.13

Cash




Petty Cash



  £40.00

The Meeting closed at 10.15 pm.













Chairman









Date

