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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL

A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 11th March 2008 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor N A Matthew

Chairman
Councillor C W Cross

Councillor D W Jones

Councillor A J Mills

Councillor M W Spendlove (7.40 pm)

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot

Councillor K R Unger

117
PRAYERS
Before the business of the Council commenced, the Revd Canon George Burgon said Prayers for all members of the Emergency Services, especially the Air & Sea Rescue teams at this time, for those who work in the public services and the volunteers working for Age Concern.

118
APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillors Mrs Brown, Howe, Pote and Sumpter and from Councillor Spendlove who would be joining the Meeting late.

119
COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
PCSO Sam Gell was present at the Meeting and had the crime figures for February, as follows:-

Burglary dwelling – 3

Theft of motor vehicles – 3

Theft from motor vehicles – 1

All other crimes – 31.

As to crimes for the year to date, these were as follows:-

Burglary dwelling – 17

Theft of motor vehicles – 23

Theft from motor vehicles – 42

Robbery – 3

All other crimes – 472.

For the year the 17 burglary dwelling crimes could include those committed by someone living at the premises, or known to the owner.  Councillor Jones said residents have mentioned the problems at the Sovereign Development off Well Lane and the security gates, as he understood someone saw some youths in there, and recently the lights were smashed.  PCSO Gell confirmed there have been reports of criminal damage and one of her colleagues has been looking at this.  Councillor Mills had reported an incident at the Manor House, with youths jumping over the wall but he did not know if there was any damage.  PCSO Gell confirmed some Officers had attended that area and action was taken at the time.  She recommended that people do report this type of incident immediately.

Councillor Unger asked what was happening with the youths hanging around outside the Library or the takeaways opposite, as they do deter people from going into these premises.  The Police do not have any legal powers to disperse groups who are just standing there, but can move them on if they are threatening or shouting.  There can be a Dispersal Order but this is a long-term proposal arranged between Senior Officers and the Local Authority. They are well aware of the problem in this area and again people should report these matters.  The PCSOs have advised young people to move away because the ramp belongs to the Library, and the Members felt this area is quite dark so perhaps there could be brighter lights.  However, PCSO Gell said sometimes this encourages them to go where there is some light.  They do ask them to go to the parks, so perhaps there could be some brighter lights by the youth shelter in Well Lane, although it could be that nearby residents would not want this.

We do have a problem around the Library and there is now a proposal to open later, which is when the staff have problems.  The Police have let them have some cameras and hope these will be fixed shortly.  The PCSOs have been patrolling and have surgeries from time to time.  It was AGREED to find out if the Borough Customer Services staff will also be staying on later.

Councillor Cross reported two cars parked completely on the footway in Wales Street by the Charter Inn.  The PCSOs will look at this area to ensure that in future there is room for a mobility scooter.  The Traffic Warden has been out to Rothwell several times recently and the PCSOs also give out the warning cards.  As to whether there are any exceptions to parking on zigzags, for example for security vehicles, PCSO Gell will find this out.  We hope to have the extended double yellow lines in Bridge Street by this summer.

As to lorries parking on the slip road by the Esso Garage on the A14, PC O'Hara had sent us copy of his E-mail to Carillion-URS that he agreed there is a problem that could easily lead to a fatality.  He and PC Cotterell attempt to police infringements of the parking regulations, but there is only one of them on duty at a given time.  He has issued parking tickets, but this has had little effect due to the high volume of lorries that pass through there from all over the country, and it is not local people who will learn their lesson after receiving a fine.  He could not endorse travelling the wrong way on a slip road, and if anyone was so foolish to do this they would certainly be held blameworthy in the event of an accident.  He agreed with the suggestion of permanent physical barriers such as high reinforced kerbs or metal bollards which should police themselves.

As to the drive-offs from this Esso Garage, the system has been amended so that you can now only take petrol after you have paid and PCSO Gell will check that this has stopped the problem.

120
MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Mills and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th February 2008 be confirmed and signed.

121
HIGHWAYS

Parking Arrangements
We have now received a plan from Mr Leighton of the County Council, showing the extended double yellow lines in Bridge Street, and the location for the disabled parking spaces.  These were AGREED as being what we had requested.

Councillor Cross said there is a problem with people parking on the access to Ladywell Mews and blocking this.  He will monitor the situation.  We could consider having the white 'H' lines there if it is a big problem but it was not known if this would be on private land.  The markings at the top of the Market Hill Square also need to be renewed.  There could be some bollards, but we do already have a lot of these in the town centre.  There is also a problem for residents to get down the access off Evison Road and he will monitor this area.

Grassed Area, Elizabeth Road
We had received a reply from Mr Leighton that this proposal would not score highly in relation to their current criteria, which is obviously the County's normal response.  After talking to Sarah Gilbert, the Borough Neighbourhood Manager, the Clerk had written back to Mr Leighton that in fact the Borough was prepared to fund and carry out the necessary work to provide parking spaces in place of this grassed area, but they do need his approval of their plans.  He was asked to get in touch direct with Ms Gilbert.

Councillor Spendlove joined the meeting at 7.40 pm.

Rothwell & Desborough Roundabouts
Mr Robin Matthews of the Market Towns Initiative had arranged a Meeting with Mr Dale Seymour of Keegan Ford at 11.00 am on Monday, 17th March to discuss the options for the seven roundabouts in the Rothwell and Desborough area.  Several Members would be able to attend then and we will come back to the Town Council with the suggestions.

Traffic Signs
Copy of the E-mail from Mr Max Andrews of the County Highways Department had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  This referred to unsuitable signs on the old A6 as follows:-

(1)
The sign saying "All routes – A14 west, A6" points towards Fox Street and it was suggested this should read "A14 west, A6 north".  It was AGREED this should be amended.

(2)
There is a sign in Kettering Road near Plough Close which says "slippery road – ¾ mile".  The sign has been there fore over ten years but the road is currently in a good condition and it was suggested this could be removed.  There is some mud on the road from the work at Groococks, but this sign is quite hidden and quite far from that area.  It was AGREED it should be removed.

As to mud on the road, it was AGREED to write to Deejak Builders, with copies to Orbit Housing Association and the Borough Planning Department.

Highways Representatives Scheme
Copies of the list of forthcoming Meetings had been circulated, for inforation.  The November Meeting is to be held in the Market House, and a reminder will be sent nearer the time.

A14 Proposals
There has been press coverage of the consultation on the proposals for amendments to the A14, and Councillor Jones felt the Town Council should oppose any widening of this road between the Cemetery and the town perimeter.  The A14 has not given the town any benefits, but only congestion and pollution and it also splits the town.  In any event there is not room to extend the A14 here and there should be a completely new road.  The Highways Agency is puttig forward the proposals and holding the consultation. In any event, we had been told there are too many structures between junctions 3 and 10 to make the A14 wider in this area.  

It was AGREED to write to the North Northants Development Corporation and the Highways Agency to ask for any up-to-date information and plans or other details of the proposals, and to say that we would welcome a further Meeting before the consultation period has finished.

Rubbish, Lamport Road
It was reported that there is a lot of rubbish along the road between Rothwell and Lamport.  It was AGREED to write to the Borough Council and report this, and ask them to liaise with their colleagues at Daventry District Council so that the whole length of road can be cleared.

122
PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee

Application KET/2007/0050 in respect of a dwelling on land at 40 Kettering Road had been withdrawn.  The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2006/0157
North Kettering Business Park – Landscaped park, outdoor sports 



facilities, footpaths, bridleway and cycle paths.

KET/2007/1005
Potters Cottage, 25 Littlewood Street – Two dwellings.

KET/2007/1161
Glendon Retreat, Glendon Hall – House, fitness suite and swimming pool.

KET/2007/1200
The Heritage Centre, Bridge Street – New opening hours of 8.30 am to 


6.00 pm.

The following Applications had been received and dealt with by the Planning Referee:-

KET/2008/0121
10 Moorfield Green – Extension.




No objection.

KET/2008/160

1 Connolly Close – Conservatory.




No objection.

We do not have any information as to whether there is to be an appeal in respect of the Refusal of Permission for the industrial site to the south of the A14.  Councillor Spendlove had spoken to one of the Planning Officers, and he felt a decision would be made on Rothwell North within 18 months, so this could be quicker than we thought.

123
ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Rothwell In Bloom
Copies of the Report of the Meeting of the Rothwell In Bloom Committee had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was confirmed that the Borough Council provides the hanging baskets which are quite expensive, but they are large and the Borough waters them regularly.

It was MOVED by Councillor Spendlove, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Talbot and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Town Centre Partnership
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 5th March 2008 were available at this Meeting and it was AGREED that this be approved and adopted.  Permission has been given by the Borough for the County to work on their own trees and for the Partnership to pay for this.  

The County approach is to pollard those trees which were previously pollarded and these are the limes outside the Methodist Church, by the Chinese takeaway and the Woolpack Inn.  They will then reduce the crown of the oaks outside Allan's Greengrocers and in Castle Hill, and also do some work on the silver birches by the Red Lion Inn.  The London plane at the back of the Market House is a Borough tree and they have promised to trim this before the leaves appear.  We have persuaded the County to attend to their own trees ahead of schedule by providing them with the funding for this.  We suspect that some residents will think they have been done too severely but the County's policy is to pollard those trees which have previously had this done.

It was AGREED to write to the Borough Council and remind them that they have agreed to trim the London plane, and to ask again about the trees in Squires Hill as we feel they are now getting into a poor condition because in the recent high winds a lot of small branches came off.

Councillor Mrs Talbot referred to the May celebration and said that the Moulton Morris Men are coming at 10.30 am on Saturday, 3rd May to dance in the Market Hill Square and Councillor Jones has booked the Methodist Church in case the weather is bad.  Councillor Mrs Talbot has been in touch with the Citizens Welfare Committee and they might come on board as well.

There has also been some discussion by both the Rothwell In Bloom Committee and the Town Centre Partership to amalgamate these two Committees.  The In Bloom Committee is running down their finances and the Partnership has been concerned about the trees and also having some new planters in the town.  We would keep the Rothwell In Bloom Account separate for the time being.

It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Spendlove and RESOLVED that these two Committees should merge although the Rothwell In Bloom Account will remain separate.  This will be dealt with at the May Meeting when the various appointments are made.

New Medical Centre
Copies of the letter from Primary Asset had been circulated prior to this Meeting, and explained why they felt there was sufficient provision for the bus services in the area.  We had also heard back from the Practice Manager that the former Health Centre building is the responsibility of the Teaching Primary Care Trust so they are responsible for a new use for this property.  The question of bus stops and shelters near the new Medical Centre has never been a part of their lease from the developers, but he was sure the Partnership would support any influence that we raise with the local bus companies or Stagecoach.  The Teaching Primary Care Trust had also written that Lindsay Fisher, who liasied with the developers on this project will take up the issue of the bus services, and will report back on the results of her discussions.  As to the former Health Centre's future, they are actively pursuing other Health Service uses for this building, and they will write to us again shortly with their detailed proposals.

At the Partnership Meeting, we received information from Mr Denton and Mr Patel that trade has fallen off a lot since the Health Centre moved to the top of Desborough Road.  The Chairman had spokent o the Chair of the Borough Planning Committee and explained that some decisions are made according to policies which are unsustainable, including that for Site 8.  This was done according to a sequence test which means we cannot have any further employment land until after that site is developed, which could be some years away.  He also mentioned the Medical Centre which was decided without any consideration of what might happen in the town centre, such as losing the Post Office and/or the market.

The letter from Primary Asset mentioned Service 68 but this leaves Rothwell at 7.25 am and gets to Desborough at 7.45 am.  It then returns from Corby in the evening only as far as Desborough.

As from 1st April 2008, there is supposed to be free travel for all pensioners but this is likely to only be after 9.30 am.

As to conditions at the new Medical Centre, it was reported that the car park was full recently when a lady from Desborough had brought her childre over here.  Apparently several times patients have been referred to Rothwell from Desborough.  The waiting room is not big enough so people had to stand.  Councillor Mrs Talbot said the new Medical Centre in Kettering has a new bus shelter outside it.

Droué Sign
The Twinning Association had responded that they were trying to find somebody to repair this sign, and they wondered if the Borough Maintenance Department would be able to assist.  If so, they asked about the likely cost.  We had also had a reply from the Fire & Rescue Service asking for a breakdown of the costs involved.  The Clerk had therefore gone back to the Twinning Association that it was the fire engine which originally damaged the sign, and we have asked the Fire & Rescue Service if they could help but they also wanted to know the costs.  We would therefore ask the Borough Contractors if they could do the work and if so what the cost would be.  It was AGREED to contact the Borough Council to this effect.

Manor Park
We had received an E-mail from Pia Bellamy, the Borough Asset Development Manager, that she has passed a copy of our letter about the boundary to Orbit Housing Association.  The final scheme will need to be approved by the Borough Planning Department, but she will try and ensure the Town Council is kept informed.

It was reported that some trees have been planted in Manor Park to replace those which were taken down.  It was AGREED to include in the letter to the Borough Arboricultural Officer that we are pleased to see these replacement trees have been planted, but we feel they are vulnerable and need guards around them.

Directional Sign, Market Hill
A letter had been received asking if the Methodist Church could be included on the signpost which points to important buildings in the town.  It was AGREED to ask the Borough Council if further arms can be added to this post as it is, or if a longer post could be put in if necessary, and what the cost would be.  The Town Centre Partnership had this directional sign put in so would probably be prepared to fund any work.  It might be possible to have a new Droué sign as well.

Rothwell Library
The Library Service is proposing to change the opening hours at the Library, and details were available at this Meeting.  It is proposed to close completely on Mondays, which is market day when people often want to visit both.  They did stop opening after 5.00 pm because of the juvenile nuisance problems there but they used to be open later on one or two days a week.  It will now be open until 6.00 pm four days a week and until 2.00 pm on Saturdays.  It was AGREED to ask for the closing day to be Wednesday instead of Monday, as this is market day.

High Street
It was reported that there is a shop just past the High Street/Bridge Street junction as you come down Desborough Road which has a bright pink sign which does look awful.  It was not thought you needed Planning Permission to change the colour on an existing fascia board, but the Chairman and Clerk will look at this.

Market House
Councillor Unger asked if there were any plans for the Market House as the windows do look very dirty.  Councillor Mills said the Preservation Trust is looking at what treatment they can give these windows but it is difficult to get permission to alter any Grade I Listed building.

Jubilee Spring
This has not been running for some time.  It is believed the stream feeding this runs under the Charter Inn and it did stop some years ago when attempts were made to find out why this happened.  No-one could ascertain the reason but it suddenly started running again.

Record of Items
It was wondered if there could be a monthly record of what we are doing and what is happening about various items.  There are the Minutes of each Meeting, and the Clerk will look to see if it is practicable to list those matters upon which we are awaiting action.  There could be a regular item of the Youth Group so that we can have an update.

124
MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Precepts
We had received a reply from Paul Sutton, the Borough Acting Head of Finance, that he will not be able to attend a Meeting yet for the following reasons.  The current situation regarding Town and Parish Council funding is that the Council's Executive has agreed that work should commence now to consider options, including precepting, for introduction from April 2010, which is when the current three year grant system ends.  It is intended to commission a piece of work to be presented to the Town and Parish Council through consultation events towards the end of 2008 and into 2009.  At this stage they are using the A6 and Rural Forums to keep people up to date with progress.  A precept is simply an amount of money, which the Town Council can raise to be paid for by its residents through their Council Tax.  The Town Council has the power to do this in any year but it has to be done at the time of the setting of the Borough Council Tax.  Many local authorities in other areas raise all their revenue by this means and there are a number of ways that this can be achieved.  Once they have looked at all the options, they will be in a better position to give Councillors the information they need to respond to the consultation.

The Chairman did not think this was good enough and our interest at this stage is only about the mechanics of the system.  Councillor Pote is to pursue this and ask Mr Sutton to re-consider coming to a Meeting at this stage.  Mawsley is already precepting for their playing field, and we understand that Broughton, Burton Latimer and Geddington are all raising a precept.  Burton Latimer is more relevant to Rothwell as this town is of a similar size.  We will have to make a decision for 2009/10 but if the Borough decides to continue with the grant system and the Town Council is happy with this, it will not be so relevant.  We need to know something by the end of October, but Councillor Spendlove did not think there was  a backlog of schemes which we want to do.  However, if the Borough does go for precepts, we could be in a difficult situation and it would be a shame if we had to precept to stand still.  

The Borough will have to deal with the issue of double taxation and we do not feel it would be fair for Rothwell people to pay more than Kettering residents.  It was AGREED to see if Councillor Pote can arrange an early Meeting.

Television Programme
We had received an E-mail from Celador Productions about a new programme they are to make about groups of friends and extended families who are buying one large property to live in together.  It was AGREED to take no action here.

125
FINANCIAL REPORT
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Talbot and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee




Service or Goods


Amount
Mrs C E Mackay


Clerk's Salary



£445.49

H M Customs & Revenue  

Tax & NI (3 months)


£442.26

Colemans



Printer Cartridge


  £28.99

Cash




Petty Cash



  £10.00

126
ADMISSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC
In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was AGREED that the press and public be asked to withdraw.
