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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL

A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 10th June 2008 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot

Chairman
Councillor C W Cross

Councillor N A Matthew

Councillor A C Pote

Councillor R D Roebuck

Councillor K D Sumpter

Councillor M R Unger

150
PRAYERS
Before the business of the Council commenced, the Revd Canon George Burgon said Prayers, and congratulated Councillors Mrs Talbot and Mills as the new Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Town Council.  He also mentioned everyone who takes part in providing the various services in Rothwell, and those residents who had recently died, especially the Revd Tim Royds late of the United Reformed Church.
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APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillors Mrs Brown, Howe, Jones, Mills and Spendlove. 
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COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
PCSO Jason Parish had brought with him the crime figures for May and these were circulated.  These have had the petrol station offences taken off so they do look better this month.  

Councillor Unger said that Rowell Fair was very well policed this year and so there was no repetition of the troubles the previous year, and he congratulated everyone involved.  Councillor Sumpter reported that the Harrington Road shop has had both windows broken but the owner has not yet had a visit from any Police Officer, or a crime number.  PCSO Parish will take this up.

The Clerk reminded Members about the next Community Panel Meeting on Wednesday, 16th July and everyone had received a copy of the letter from Sgt Hopkins.  The Chairman said Sgt Hopkins also wanted to combine the Community Meetings with the Joint Action Group ones, and the next one is on 28th June.

Police Questions from the Public
(a)
Callers:  a resident reported that she had received a telephone call from a firm which checks on elderly people's houses for damp.  They would not say which firm they were from and there was no recorded number when she tried to check. This inspection would be free and it seemed suspicious to her.  PCSO Parish recommended that if anyone sees strangers calling around their area they should telephone the Police.

(b)
Juvenile Nuisance:  it was reported that there are gangs on the corner of Manor Park and the footpath from Gordon Street and the residents thought they were smoking illegal substances, as well as drinking and smashing bottles.  They are also causing problems on the new Bovis development and the Police were aware of this. 
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QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
(1)
Development at former Groococks Factory:  several residents were at the Meeting and are still concerned about the closure of the road because this will cause even more difficulty as far as parking is concerned.  The site workers are also using the road to park which leaves even less room for residents.  They will have to use Jubilee Street, but there is nowhere to turn round so they will have to reverse all the way down.  They also feel that emergency vehicles would not be able to get access.  There will be a problem with emptying the bins if the collection lorry cannot get round.  One of the residents has spoken to Deejak who said it is the sub-contractors who are parking there.  They start work as early as 7.00 am, and some days it is 6.25 pm before they finish and this is causing a lot of upset.  Residents had raised the question of parking at the time of the application and they were informed the workers' vehicles would be put on site.  

Councillor Pote will speak to the Borough Depot about emptying the bins, as they can make special arrangements when necessary, so he will sort this out.  He believed they can take a small van out when there is an obstruction in the road so he did not think anyone would have to wait four weeks for their bin to be emptied.  The Town Council will do what they can to try and mitigate the nuisance being caused.

The residents still felt Deejak could have made provision for alternative parking, but instead the residents have been asked to do this themselves.  Members were sympathetic, but there was bound to be chaos during the actual construction period here.  A resident asked if the builders knew about the petrol tank filled with concrete on the site when they come to do the sewers. 

The Town Council can contact Deejak about the workmen parking in Gordon Street, and the times of working.  A resident pointed out that some matters were not minuted last month including the fact that they nearly ran her over and the workmen are either rude or ignore the residents if they try and speak to them.  As a young mother she will have difficulty with shopping and taking her young child in the car when the road is closed.  

(2)
Bus shelter:  Mr West said he did not mention a shelter on the other side of the road to the Library as he only wants one by the Health Centre.  He was pleased to get a response about the one in Lower Street, Kettering, as he had never had a reply about housing and the Unitary Authority.  It was confirmed the idea of a Unitary Authority was voted out some time ago.

(3)
Weight Restrictions:  Mr West said that on 11th May 1999 a weight restriction in Glendon Road was mentioned, and it was confirmed there is a short section on the Rothwell side of the access to the new industrial units to stop heavy lorries coming through the town from that site. It was reported that there was a container lorry coming down Tresham Street, but it was not known why this would have been there, although Councillor Roebuck has seen several Polish lorries who are completely lost and cannot find anywhere to turn round.  There are weight restrictions in Kettering Road and Desborough Road.  Those in High Hill Avenue and Greening Road with the speed humps have been put because it is next to a school.  As to the traffic calming in Glendon Road, we will hope this will be done soon with the build-out and vehicle actuated signs put in.

(4)
Recycling Banks:  it is not intended to bring these back to the Market Hill Square unless the new location on the access to Brachers Allotments proves to be unsatisfactory.
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MINUTES
Councillor Matthew referred to the parcel deliveries in the town, as he had to visit the sorting office and they agreed it is a poor service in Rothwell and there is a backlog of parcels because if the regular postman is away, there is no replacement.  It took eight days for one to reach him although it was posted first class.  We could contact Post Watch in Ely about this.
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HIGHWAYS

Various Issues
We had met Max Andrews and Andrew Leighton from the County Highways Department to discuss various matters in the town and copies of the Report had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was MOVED by Councillor Matthew, SECONDED by Councillor Pote and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Waiting Restrictions
We had received a letter from Andrew Leighton, the County Parking officer that they are to introduce the following waiting restrictions:-

Gordon Street – No waiting at any time on the entry and exit points from the new development.  This restriction is being funded by the developer.

Bridge Street – No waiting at any time to reduce the limited parking area by ten metres outside the Taste of India restaurant to ease traffic congestion here.

Market Hill – Four disabled only parking bays.

Plans were included to show the precise extent of these restrictions.  It was felt that when these are implemented, we might need to ask our PCSOs to make sure they are complied with.  It was AGREED to respond that we hope this work can be carried out as soon as possible.

Temporary Road Closures
We had received a notice that Columbus Crescent is to be closed at some time between 8th and 22nd August 2008 to enable carriageway resurfacing works to be carried out.  They do inform residents of when this is to take place.

We had also been informed that the Order to close Footpath UH2 at the back of Gordon Street has been extended to 5th October 2008 for the work at Groococks Factory to be done safely.

Weed Control
The Clerk had received a telephone call from Mr Pinnock, the Managing Director of WeedWise that they should be starting work this week.  This is slightly later than usual because there was a month's delay when May Gurney took over the contract from Atkins before they renewed the weed control agreement, and then the wet weather also slowed them down.  It was confirmed that they have started this.

Lamport Road
We had received notification that the Rothwell to Lamport Road is to be surface dressed between the A14 and Lamport during the summer months.  They are not able to give a precise date yet, but prior notice will be given when they are about to move into our Parish.  They hope that, given good weather, the work will be completed by the end of August.

A14 & Bypass Roundabouts
We have not heard anything further about these, but we were told that nothing would be done until about October.

High Street

This has a relatively new surface, but where the development has been carried out by 23 High Street, part of the surface has sunk in places close to the zebra crossing.  It was AGREED to write to the Highways Department and ask them to look at this, and make sure the surface is reinstated to the highest standard, and that the surface of the drive-in over the footway is also given a suitable surface.
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PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
In the absence of the Planning Referee and the Deputy, the Clerk presented the Report.  The following Refusal had been received:-

KET/2008/0211
Land adjoining 49 Rushton Road – Dwelling.

The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2008/0228
61 Desborough Road – Extension.

KET/2008/0261
The Old Bakery, 19 Market Hill – Four shop units for A1 use.

KET/2008/0265
12 Gibbons Drive - Extensions.

The following Application had been dealt with by the Planning Referee:-

KET/2008/0427
9 Moorfield Green – Replace flat room with pitched tiled roof.

The following Application had been dealt with by the Deputy Planning Referee, as Councillor Spendlove had declared a pecuniary interest:-

KET/2008/0489
Sandy Hill Farm, Lamport Road – Replace existing farm building with 


new grain store.

Councillor Pote reported that a resident of Ladywell Court is concerned that the rear wall was too high at the development at The Old Bakehouse, 19 Market Hill.  The Clerk said that the latest Planning Permission related to this issue, but it was still AGREED to write to the Borough Planning Officers to ask them to inspect and make sure this is acceptable.

Employment Land
A reply had been received from Cath Harvey, the Borough Head of Development Services, that they are keen to ensure a range of employment opportunities is provided alongside the construction of new homes, and they are pursuing this aim through the development of a planning policy framework, engaging with developers to encourage suitable development proposals and working with agencies to secure the necessary infrastructure.  The Planning Application for Rothwell North includes 11 hectares of employment land providing 17,600 square metres of B1 (offices) and 17,600 square metres of B2 (general industrial) floor space.  Mrs Harvey notes our request that it is a requirement of any Planning Permission that there is a link between the development of the housing and employment.  She agrees it will be important to put mechanisms in place to ensure that employment is provided alongside the residential development to address the existing need for employment opportunities in Rothwell, as well as to support the additional population.  This is an issue that is being dealt with through consideration of the Application and a matter that the Planning Committee will need to consider in its determination of the current Application in due course.  

Our letter will be copied onto the Rothwell North Planning Application file (KET/2007/0461) so that the Town Council's comments are specifically taken into account in determining the Application.

Proposed Wind Farm
We had received information and the Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Report in relation to a proposed wind farm north of Rushton.  Although this is not in our Parish, the Borough Council had requested that the Town Council be informed.  The Borough Council has been requested to issue a Scoping Opinion, so if we want our views on the scope of the EIA to be considered by the borough, it will be necessary to respond direct to them before the deadline of 7th July.  Councillor Spendlove has not yet looked at these papers, although he is aware that we have received them.

31 Manor Road
The Clerk had looked at the Planning Application for a dwelling on land adjoining 31 Manor Road, and this stated that there was an integral garage and two parking spaces at the front of the property.  It was not thought that there was sufficient space for any parking at the front, and it was AGREED to raise this with the Planning Officers to check that this is in accordance with the approved plans.

Rothwell House Hotel
The Clerk had telephoned the Borough Planning Department, and they confirmed they have not yet received the Inspector's decision on this Appeal, but they are chasing this.

Water Pipeline
A letter had been received from Anglian Water that the work on the Empingham to Hannington pipeline has been brought forward to summer 2008.

Joint Planning Unit
A letter had been received from the Unit about the Inspector's Report on the Core Spatial Strategy, and the Sustainable Design Supplementary Planning Document and how these can be viewed on the website.  Copies of this letter were available at this Meeting.
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ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Community Centre
Copies of the Report of  the Meeting with Ms Bellamy to look at the grant application in respect of the Community Centre had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  We had now received a copy of the application, and Councillors Jones and Matthew were thanked by Ms Bellamy for their assistance in completing this.

It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Pote and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Bring Bank Recycling Facilities
A long letter had been received from John Bugby, the Borough Waste Policy & Amenities Officer, and this had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  He will arrange for the recycling banks not to be brought back to Market Hill after Rowell Fair, but is also willing to move them to a new location if we have a suitable site in mind.  These banks were well used in Market Hill, mainly by persons who walk to them, and this supports the view that a number of businesses and residents in the town centre have been using them as they have little or no room to store recycling containers.  Orders have been placed to purchase some specialist storage units for Kettering and if these are successful, we may want to consider them for Market Hill, if problems are experienced at the re-located site.  In the longer term, it may be possible to re-site the containers or provide a new facility as part of a new development.

The Clerk understood that if any of the pubs and restaurants have problems with the banks being taken away, they should contact the Borough Council direct.  Councillor Unger thought the removal has improved the appearance of the Square a lot.  Councillor Pote had inspected the banks now they are on the Brachers Allotments access and he could not see any problems as they do not cause an obstruction.

Town Centre Signs
We had received a response from the Twinning Committee that they have now been able to obtain a new sign from Droué.  They felt it might be better located in a higher position to avoid further problems with damage and wondered if it could be put on a lamp post in Market Hill Square.  We are not permitted to put anything on lamp posts any longer, but the Clerk had contacted the Borough Contractors to see if it could be put on the CCTV pole.  A reply had been received that with the size of the sign, and the amount of wind resistance this could produce, it would be better if the sign was placed on the previous post.  They asked where we would like this to be put.

It was AGREED to find out if the new sign is the same size and design.  Once we have more details perhaps we could have a Site Meeting to find a good place.  

Councillor Pote said the Desborough builders are advertising their new developments on signs on the Lamport Road by junction 3 of the A14 at the bottom of the bypass and at junction 4 and the old A6 through Rothwell.  It was AGREED to report this.

Bus Service to New Medical Centre
The Chairman had ascertained from Mr Martin Hammond that there was £15,000 available for "movement and access" measures and therefore a Meeting had been arranged for 7.00 pm on Thursday, 12th June in the Market House with all interested parties.  As well as the Chairman, Councillors Cross and Sumpter would be able to attend.

Councillor Cross said that at the bus stop at the bottom of Desborough Road, the timetable information has not yet been changed.  It was AGREED to check this.

Tommy Nichols Memorial Seat
The Clerk had received an E-mail that this seat on the corner of Fox Street and High Hill Avenue has been dislodged from its fixings.  She had therefore passed this to the Borough Contractors, who said they will get a ticket raised to bring the bench into the depot for safe keeping until they can get it fitted.  They have, however, had a complaint about the youths congregating around the area and littering constantly, so they wondered if we should re-locate it.   

There is a litter bin right by the seat, so we will monitor the situation but would like it to remain in its current position.  It was AGREED to ask the Borough to put this seat back as soon as possible, and to monitor and clean the area more frequently, as required.

Pocket Park
We had received details of the Pocket Parks Scheme Summer Sortie on Sunday, 22nd June, with a booking form if any Member wanted to attend.

Trees

Councillor Cross reported that the trees in Moorfield Greening, opposite the bottom of Cogan Crescent, have branches which are very close to the telephone wires and these need to be trimmed.  It was AGREED to ask the Borough Council if this can be done before they cause any damage.

Rothwell Cemetery
Complaints had been received from Rothwell residents that the Cemetery is in a very poor condition.  It was AGREED to write to Mr Lloyd Woodhouse and report that the Cemetery is now looking very run down and ask if this can be improved. 

Dental Practice
We had received a response from the Primary Care Trust that discussions are taking place at the moment as to what services they will be putting into the old health centre building, but they confirmed there are no plans for a National Health Service dentist.  If we wish to take up the issue of a dentist in Rothwell, we will need to contact the Nicki Price, the Associate Director or Primary Care Contracts and Market Development who will be able to help. It was AGREED to contact Ms Price.

It was confirmed that the existing practice is now only operating in Desborough, and the Clerk was asked to try and find out the current situation and whether Mr Brennan is taking on new NHS patients at Desborough.  Rothwell is already growing quite rapidly with the Bovis development, as is Desborough, so there will soon be in excess of 20,000 residents and one dentist is not sufficient that this large a population in the two towns.

Library
The Clerk had details of the new opening hours at the Library, and also when the Borough Customer Services would be there.  The Library is to be open on Mondays, which we requested because this market day, and will be closed on Tuesday instead.

Rothwell Carnival
The Clerk had received a telephone call from the secretary to the Citizens Welfare Committee to remind Members that they would welcome assistance with marshalling the parade on 12th July.  Councillors Pote and Unger thought they might be able to help, and the Clerk gave them the telephone number.

Street Signs
Councillor Mrs Brown had asked the Clerk to inform Members that the Borough Council is looking for volunteers to paint the old street signs to make these smarter and more easily seen.  This is part of this year's Kleen Sweep operation throughout the Borough.  They will pay £10 for each sign which is restored in this way and Members should get in touch with Councillor Mrs Brown for details.
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MATTERS OF BUSINESS
Precepts
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held with representatives from Burton Latimer Town Council had been circulated prior to this Meeting, together with copies of their Newsletter.  It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Matthew and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Members of the Town Council could consider whether there might be a project which would make raising a precept worthwhile.  One of the issues which is relevant is whether the Ward Initiative Grants are to continue.  At present there is £625 to each Borough Councillor and this will run up until the next election.  As to the £10,000 County Grant, this is going on until 2009 when the next County election is due to take place, so a new decision will be made then.  Councillor Pote reported that he still has some County monies left which have to be spent before January 2009.  There could be an extra bus shelter opposite the Library, or alternatively he will speak to Councillor Mrs Brown about the Library garden, because she could not afford to do what she originally wanted to with this area.

If we are to have a Public Meeting, we need some ideas to put forward.  It was AGREED to hold a Meeting at 7.30 pm on Tuesday, 24th June 2008 to discuss possible capital projects in Rothwell.

Members of the Town Council felt the Burton Newsletter was very good and this could also be discussed.  We will have to find someone who has the time to put this together, and arrange to have it delivered to every household.  

Industrial Committee

Councillor Pote reported that, because of other commitments on a new County Council Committee, he does not feel he can sit on the Industrial Committee/Town Centre Partnership.  He therefore proposed Councillor Matthew to take his place and this was AGREED.

Election Survey Results
Copies of a letter from the Borough Electoral Services Officer and the results of a customer satisfaction survey which they had carried out were available at this Meeting.  This was taken from a random sample of 500 electors from the Trinity Ward in respect of the Bye-election held on 27th March, and she felt the results made quite interesting reading , both for the local parties and for the Borough Officers.  

They found the results very informative and were pleased that most electors responded favourably to the service they provide, although there are a number of points that they will take forward and address.  Members of the Town Council  are also welcome to put forward any comments which they would like to make.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Unger and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee




Service or Goods


Amount
Mrs C E Mackay 


Clerk's Salary



£449.00

HM Revenue & Customs

Tax and N I (3 months)

£476.17

Holy Trinity Rothwell PCC

Hire of the Trinity Centre

  £15.00

Cash




Petty Cash



  £20.00
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ADMISSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, the members of the Press and Public were asked to withdraw.

