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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL

A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 8th July 2008 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot

Chairman
Councillor Mrs C M Brown

Councillor C W Cross

Councillor N A Matthew

Councillor A J Mills

Councillor A C Pote

Councillor R D Roebuck

Councillor M W Spendlove (8.17 pm)

Councillor K D Sumpter

164
PRAYERS
Before the business of the Council commenced, the Revd Canon George Burgon said Prayers and mentioned our young people now leaving school at this time, road safety and those residents who have died recently.

165
APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillors Howe, Jones and Unger, and from Councillor Spendlove who would be obliged to join the Meeting late.

166
COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
Sgt Hopkins explained that the person who usually does the crimes figures is away, but he has tried to bring some of these.  There were 47 crimes last month, with ten of these being drive-offs  from the garage on the A14, so for the town itself there were 37.  There were burglaries at the Football Club and the Bookmakers, and nine criminal damage offences which seems to be the youths causing problems late at night.  There was one attempted murder which they are looking at.  Another crime was a traffic pull-over because of erratic driving, when the driver was found to be under the influence of drugs, in possession of drugs and he tried to hit the Police Officer.  

The two Rural Areas have been discussing initiatives in connection with shoplifters in Kettering and are looking at expanding this to the other A6 towns, and including use of the CCTVs.  He hopes to arrange a visit to the control room.  The quality of the picture was too poor to be used in connection with the Bookmakers and the vehicle was stolen.  This was also linked to thefts from two other bookmakers in the area.

Councillor Pote referred to drinking in the Parks and the Town Council previously decided that we did not have this problem.  Sgt Hopkins said this had originally come from Rowell Fair and although he would not want to ban alcohol on Rowell Fair Monday, he was thinking of the rest of that week when people are drinking on the street but the Police do not have the power to take the alcohol away from them.  He does understand that if you make this an alcohol free zone, it will have to be policed so he is still trying to decide whether he has the manpower to do this.  There does seem to be a lot of problems with drinking in the Parks but we have to consider whether the shops should be targeted.  He believed we could put exemptions in for such events as Rowell Fair.  

Councillor Matthew would be concerned that this would have to be a well-defined area in the centre of the town and the problem would then go just outside the central area so there could be ten places which the Police would have to patrol.  Sgt Hopkins agreed the map has to be specific.  Councillor Cross agreed that some of this problem is in the Parks and mostly this is late at night as the cans and bottles are found early in the morning. 

Councillor Cross referred to an accident at the Greening Road/Desborough Road junction on 13th June, and said this was caused because the roundabout is in the wrong position.  He wondered if the Police could put pressure on the County to move this.

Police Questions from the Public
(a)
Lorries parked on the A14:  Mr Scott from the local Cycling Club referred to the lorries parked outside the Service Station on the footpath and the double yellow lines there, which force cyclists and pedestrians onto the A14.  PC O'Hara has been issuing tickets but if they are foreign they do not take much notice.  About two weeks ago a telephone supply cover was smashed, leaving a hole in the path, and although this has been replaced it is likely to be broken again.  It is particularly dangerous coming from Kettering as you have to go round the lorries onto the dual carriageway facing traffic in the wrong direction. Mr Scott felt that bollards would help, as would a lorry park.  Sgt Hopkins will find out about this from PC O'Hara.  Councillor Sumpter agreed and had received complaints from the farmer here that these lorries are obstructing his access with farm machinery.

The Town Council has raised this with the Highways Agency and they are looking at which areas of the highway are their responsibility, and which those of the County Council.  It was AGREED to contact the Highways Agency again.

(b)
Speeding, Glendon Road:  Sgt Hopkins confirmed that his Officers have carried out speed checks here when they are able to.  Mr West said drivers are still going too fast between the Blue Bell Inn and Columbus Crescent.  The Camera Speed Team are also aware of this area, as well as the many other roads which need attention.  The large van cannot operate in Glendon Road but PC O'Hara had already confirmed that the speed gun has been used in both directions.  The County Council is processing the Order for the traffic calming here.

(c)
Juvenile Nuisance:  it was reported that youths are still congregating behind No.41 Gordon Street, rolling and smoking illegal substances, and a resident thought they were also dealing in this, although some of them are very young.  Mini-motors are also being ridden by young boys on the footpath from Gordon Street to behind the Community Centre and into Columbus Crescent.  This often happens on Friday evenings.  The resident telephoned the previous Saturday as this is dangerous as well as a nuisance.

167
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
(1)
Bus Stop, Medical Centre:  this was on the Agenda for later in the Meeting, and it was AGREED this could be brought forward.  We had a Meeting with representatives from Stagecoach, the Medical Centre, Primary Asset and ACRE.  Stagecoach confirmed that they would look again at whether the bus could go into the Medical Centre but there is not really adequate turning room to do this safely.  There will be an improvement in Service 18 as this will be reinstated so it does go past the Centre again, and back to both sides of the town.  Mr West understands that Burton Latimer has had a bus stop put in and it was explained that because of the traffic lights here, it would be too dangerous to have a bus stop here but Mr West did not agree with this.  It was confirmed that we had asked all these questions, but because of the roundabout and the crossing, it would not be safe to have a stop right outside the Medical Centre. A resident was informed Burton Latimer got the bus shelter after they raised a petition so perhaps we should do this. 

(2)
Seats:  the ones in Squires Hill are cleaner but they are not good enough to sit on.  Mr West felt they should be put back against the wall away from the trees.  One of the seats has gone from outside the Library but it was thought that now there is the bus shelter there is not sufficient room for two seats there.

(3)
Street Cleansing:  Mr West reported that the gutters and other areas need to be cleaned and he wondered if the Street Cleaning Operator could have one day a week to use a brush to get rubbish out of the corners.  It was AGREED to ask the Borough if this would be possible.  Councillor Mrs Brown reported that there are two new trucks which sweep the road, the pavement and the gutters at the same time and  it was FURTHER AGREED to ask if this could visit Rothwell from time to time.  Harrington Road and Greening Road are now classified as being Zone 1 areas so they should be done every day.

(4)
1-3 Bell Hill:  there was a report in the local newspaper that the Borough had told the proprietor of Rothwell Tiles, Mr Casciani, that his shop sign should be removed and that the frontage was wrong.  Mr Casciani and several residents were present to complain about this, and it was reported that a copy of the letter Mr Casciani had received had been passed to Councillor Unger.  Apparently the shop front is not exactly as shown on the submitted plans, and there is also a chimney missing which caused the Borough Officers to look at the plans in detail, although this has been there for 14 months.  Rothwell Town Council has not objected to this and Mr Casciani has had 30 to 40 people call in to say they like the shop front.  We understand it is the side sign which the Borough says should be removed, and it is the fact that the shop front is not exactly as shown on the approved plans.  It was MOVED by the Chairman and RESOLVED to write to the Borough Planning Department and ask for precise clarification about this, as Rothwell Town Council has no objection to any of the signs and would like to know exactly what is wrong with the shop front.  Councillor Sumpter had some photographs of this property,  and other frontages in the Conservation Area which are much more out of keeping.

(5)
Groococks Development:  several residents were present and said there are several issues which still needed to be addressed and others which had arisen.  Councillor Sumpter arranged a Meeting with the Site Foreman and a resident which was helpful.  A generator was left on one night and they had trouble contacting the Security Firm.  The residents were not told that there were people on site at night, and perhaps they could be kept informed especially about security.  There are now lights which did shine into people's windows but these have been altered.  The scaffolding should have been removed in January 2008 but this is needed because of the windows.  As to the wall, the Site Manager will look at the plans, but he has not yet come back to the residents.  They say good lighting will be put along the footpath.  The date of completion should be by next April as otherwise there will be a penalty.  The road was closed for the whole two weeks, although the Town Council had hoped it would not be for as long as this.  The workmen's vans are still being parked in the street, but perhaps they could park in some of the streets on the Bovis site.  The Clerk had telephoned Deejak after the last Meeting and asked them not to leave the vans in Gordon Street, and understood they had unloaded and then taken them away, but these are now coming back again.  Residents felt that railings were needed on the top of the new wall behind Nos. 3, 5, 7 and 9 Gordon Street as otherwise people would be able to climb across into those gardens, which is obviously a security issue.  It was AGREED to write to Orbit Housing Association, with copies to Mr Chaplin and Mr Holloway at the Borough Council, and to Deejaks.

(6)
Lorries on the A14:  another resident mentioned the cycle track between Rothwell and Kettering where lorries park and he has seen a disabled person's scooter going along there and they would not be able to get off the kerb and back up again.  He did not think a lorry park would stop this but Councillor Mrs Brown said if we have this, the Police can make them move off more easily.  The Town Council is to write to the Highways Agency.  The manhole cover collapsed twice in a year and this has only just been mended.

(7)
Footpath, Gordon Street to Community Centre:  this is full of litter and dog faeces and is now disgusting.  It was cleaned two or three months ago after Councillor Mrs Brown asked for this to be done, and she will ask for this to be done again.

168
MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Matthew, SECONDED by Councillor Cross and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th June 2008 be confirmed and signed.

169
HIGHWAYS

Various Streets
We had received a response from the Planned Inspection Manager for MGWSP (May Gurney) on the following streets:-

Desborough Road – dropped kerbs by the by the Cricket Ground need the approval of the County's Community Engineer.  The Clerk had therefore E-mailed Mr Max Andrews to ask if this can be done.

Daisy Bank Avenue – this area will be inspected and any potholes which meet the County's intervention levels will be filled within 28 days.

Market Hill – the trap door to the Woolpack cellar will be inspected and if it is found to be in a dangerous condition, the necessary action will be taken.

Highways Representatives Scheme
The May edition of Rep's Review had been circulated prior to this Meeting, for information.

Lamport Road
It was confirmed that this was re-surfaced on Sunday, 22nd June 2008 and this now has a good surface.

Service Review
We had received notification that the Town Council will be consulted on the service review which the County Council is carrying out to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the way they work in the Transport and Highways Department and we should receive this shortly.

170
PLANNING
As the Planning Referee was not yet at the Meeting, this item was deferred.

171
ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Bus Service to Medical Centre
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 12th June 2008 had been circulated prior to this Meeting, and it was AGREED this be confirmed and adopted.  It was FURTHER AGREED to ask Mr Martin Hammond how much is left from the finance to help with accessibility, and also to point out that there is not sufficient parking to see if he can help to get this extended.

Councillor Spendlove joined the Meeting at 8.17 pm.

Recycling Banks
Copy E-mails from the Borough about two residents who had asked for the recycling banks to be brought back to Market Hill Square had been circulated prior to this Meeting, together with one from Mr John Bugby, the Borough Waste Policy & Amenities Manager on the current situation.  Mr Bugby confirmed that they are not proposing to make any alternative arrangements for the banks as they are now at the only site that the Town Council approved.  As they are obviously being used less and we do not want them back in Market Hill or at the Community Centre, he believed that they will have to remove them completely at some time in the future.  As they understood that some commercial organisations used them, he has offered these a commercial recycling service at 70% of the normal cost, but to date there is no interest in this.  They did explain to the Town Council that there would be no publicity because any use by commercial concerns could be illegal and they could not be seen to condone this use.  The other minor problem they might have is that the banks could not be practically left at the position agreed due to access and parking problems, and there is a slim chance that they may be asked to move them by the County.  As the Town Council is not aware of any other possible site, any request to move them would mean that the service would be withdrawn.

Councillor Matthew felt that Mr Bugby was pre-judging the situation as this is a trial period and he is already saying he might take the banks away completely.  Councillor Pote did not understand why a resident of Spring Gardens did not use her ordinary reycling bins.  The Chairman agreed that Market Hill Square does look better without the banks and the rubbish being left there.  

It was MOVED by Councillor Matthew, SECONDED by Councillor Cross and RESOLVED to write to Mr Bugby and ask him to leave the banks where they are on the access to Brachers Allotments unless we specifically ask for them to be taken away as we wish to monitor this for at least six months after Rowell Fair.  

Dental Practice
Before the Clerk had sent the letter requested at the last Meeting, she had received one from the Northamptonshire Teaching Primary Care Trust that Rothwell and Desborough are serviced by Quality Dental Care Limited at both 24 Bridge Street, Rothwell and 32 Station Road, Desborough.  She had therefore responded that their information was out of date as the surgery in Rothwell was closed on 12th May, and also asking what the situation is with Mr Brennan and/or Quality Dental Care Limited, in view of the number of residents in the two towns.

Councillor Mrs Brown understood that Mr Brennan has retired and the new Practice is from Market Harborough.

Rothwell Cemetery
Several letters had been received from Mr Lloyd Woodhouse, the Borough Burial and Cremation Team Leader with the following information:-

· The installation of a tap for the top section of Rothwell Cemetery has been included in the three-year Capital Expenditure budget and he is hopeful this will be included within next year's works.

· In additional to the water provision, Bereavement Services have also secured funding for the provision of two parking spaces for the Cemetery Lodge tenants, which will enable visitors to the Cemetery access without the need to drive on the grass.  

· They have also secured funding for re-surfacing of the paths, which might be confined to the perimeter paths at this stage, with the central path to follow in the near future.  He will notify us as soon as he receives a start date.

· As to maintenance of the grounds, he has been advised that during the first six weeks of the spring/summer months all areas can look a bit untidy due to the rate of grass growth.  After this initial period, the Maintenance Team have an opportunity to catch up a little as the grass growth rate begins to slow.  They are also experimenting with a new personnel structure within the Grounds Maintenance Department which, if successful, will enable more visits to all cemeteries at this time of year.

Councillor Mrs Brown did not think the grass cutting was particularly an issue as this is generally alright, and there is already room to drive round the tenants' cars.  The main problem is the surface of the paths because these are badly pitted, some over 1' deep and this includes the central one.  Some visitors to the Cemetery bring gravel to fill these in themselves.  There is still rubbish in the hedge, and some of the old head stones are falling over but this is to be expected.  Councillor Mills has received comments that Rothwell Cemetery is not as well kept as the Crematorium in Kettering.

Groococks Factory Development Street Names
The Borough Council had written to ask for a new street name for the houses at this development, and also two names for the blocks of flats in Gordon Street.  Councillor Mrs Brown felt it would be appropriate if the names reflected the history of the shoe factory there.  As some of the Gordon Street residents were still present at the Meeting, it was felt it would be nice if  they could put forward some names, and they will let the Clerk have these as soon as possible.  In the meantime it was suggested that perhaps 'Groocock' and 'Padders' could be used.

Town Centre Partnership
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 19th June 2008 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was MOVED by councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Cross and RESOLVED that the next Meeting be held at 6.30 pm on Tuesday, 2nd September 2008.

Councillor Matthew said we would also mention parking outside the High Street Newsagents and The White House.  It was suggested that as it is difficult for traffic to pass each other here, but he felt the problem was the position of the central white line and the road markings generally.  

It was AGREED to ask Mr Max Andrews of the County Highways Department if he and the Police Traffic Team could look at this at a Site Meeting with representatives from the Town Council, and to include inspection of the junction of Fox Street and Kettering Road to see if a mini-roundabout could be put there;  people are having difficulty coming out of Plough Close and Fox Street to turn right and this would assist them and also help with the traffic calming.

Traveller Encampment
It was reported that there is a lot of plastic bags with rubbish at the unauthorised encampment next to the houses in Harrington Road.  Councillor Mrs Brown will report this.

Parish Plans
In the Summer edition of Village Viewpoint there was mention of Parish Plans, for which there are grants available.  It was AGREED to request an application pack.

Greening Road Park
We were informed that this would be refurbished this year, but now there is no money although Burton Latimer had £50,000 to refurbish their Park.  Councillor Pote said Burton Latimer was in this year's programme but Greening Road was not.  Councillor Cross understood the estimated cost is £60,000 to £70,000.  The Borough is lobbying Phil Hope MP for some of the Government money.

Library Garden

Councillor Mrs Brown confirmed that the work is ongoing and within the next month either someone from the probation Service or the Henley Centre will remove the weeds.  The bulbs will then be planted and concrete put in for the trough.

Youth Festival
Councillor Mrs Brown confirmed that this has been arranged for the 20th July from 10.30 am to about 3.00 pm at Montsaye Community College.  They have people coming from various sports organisations and several demonstrations.

Tommy Nichols Seat
The Clerk had received an E-mail from the Borough Contractors that they have raised a works order for this bench to be brought in and refurbished, and they will try and do this work as soon as possible.

Community Centre
Ms Pia Bellamy, the Borough Asset Development Manager had confirmed that the bid for the Community Centre has got through to stage 2.  A local Advisory Panel will now be asked to select two projects out of four that they believe deserve to make it through to the final judging stage for our operations area.  If it is selected, a WREN Project Manager will come and inspect and to discuss any issues, and they will want a two page brief entitled "The Difference Our Project Will Make".  If the Community Centre is selected, centre users will be contacted to obtain their views, and the Town Council's and Ward Councillors' views will also be welcomed.  Out of 120 project applications, we were one of 59 across Scotland, England and Wales that have been selected to the next stage.

Christmas Gala
Councillor Matthew said that at the Gala in December some photographs were taken of the lights and he has now managed to get a framed copy of the Market House which he would like to present to the Town Council.  Councillor Matthew was thanked for this.  We had wanted Ms Val Hitchman of the Borough Council to come out and look at our lights, and he felt we could keep the photographs to show her what we have achieved with the grant.

As to the Gala, we will need a Meeting early in the autumn to start planning this, especially as we will have to look for an alternative for some of the lights.  In the meantime, it was AGREED to see if Kevin Burke can come along on 5th December as he does get booked up very early.

172
PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
As Councillor Spendlove was now at the Meeting he presented his Report.  We had now received notification that the Appeal in respect of the Rothwell House Hotel has been lost, and they must restore the front area to what is was before, but are not expected to do the extra work.  The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2007/1165
Land adjoining 12 Rushton Road – Detached house.

KET/2008/0065
25 Littlewood Street – Extensions.

KET/2008/0278
Land adjoining 23 Ragsdale Street – Detached dwelling.

KET/2008/0395
57 Harrington Road – Replace flat garage roof with pitched.

KET/2008/0412
Slade Valley House, Orton Road – Agricultural storage building.

KET/2008/0427
9 Moorfield Green - Replaced flat roof with pitched.

The following Applications had been received and dealt with by the Planning Referee:-

KET/2008/0455
Stone Lodge, Rothwell Grange – New office accommodation.




No objection.

KET/2008/0493
25 Columbus Crescent – Extension.




No objection.

KET/2008/0498
M & M Auto Site, Desborough Road – Six dwellings.




No objection.

KET/2008/0508
The Old Bakery, 19 Market Hill- Change of Use from shop (A1) to wine 


bar (A4).




No objection.

KET/2008/0512
Land adjoining 48 Nunnery Avenue – Detached bungalow.




No objection, provided the amenities for existing and future residents are 


adequate and it is considered there is sufficient off-road parking.

KET/2008/0515
Land off Cambridge Street (Football Club Stand) – 17 Dwellings.

Object: this is over-development of this site and fewer units would result in better amenities for the residents.

KET/2008/0528
Treesway, Rushton Road – Demolition of existing building and replace 


with three storey dwelling.

No objection.

KET/2008/0531
30 Rushton Road – Off-road parking with dropped kerbs.




No objection.

KET/2008/0572
99 Connolly Drive – Extension.




No objection.

KET/2008/0592
1 Ragsdale Street – Conversion of cellar to garage, to include retaining 


walls and vehicular crossing.




No objection.

Councillor Pote reported that the Borough Council has decided not to allow any more pubs or clubs in Kettering town centre.  The Clerk confirmed we had not yet received a response on our query about 31 Manor Road, and it was AGREED to chase this.

A letter had been received from the Borough Council about the Development Service Updates, and copies of this had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  They had also confirmed how people can look at the documents in respect of the proposed Kettering East development.

Councillor Spendlove has now had the opportunity to look at the documents on the proposed Wind Farm to the north of Rushton and confirmed this is just notification that they intend to make an Application.

General Matters
Councillor Mrs Brown had persuaded the Borough that the Application in respect of two dwellings at 30 Cecil Street should go to Committee and this is to be decided the following Tuesday.  The reason is that she has had a number complaints about this, especially the fact that there is no off-road parking and it is close to the Junior School, and so she will also attend the Planning Meeting.

It was also reported that the Borough Research & Development and the Policy & Improvement Committees will be discussing a truck stop for the Borough and Greatline Developments are hoping to develop this by junction 3 of the A14, as there are a lot of lorries parked by the A14 every night in this region.  This would provide about 32 jobs as there would be parking for about 300 lorries, a restaurant and other facilities.  This is going before the Joint Planning Unit which will look for the most suitable site in the area.  There is also an Application for the Welford area, but this has not been proceeded with.

173
MATTER OF BUSINESS

Possible Capital Projects
Copies of the Report of the meeting held on 24th June 2008 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  This produced a long wish list and the Town Council needs to consider in detail which ones we might want to pursue, either through other agencies or directly.  Those Members who were not present might also like to add to the list.  It was AGREED that the Report be approved and adopted.

We should now arrange another Meeting and the Chairman and Councillor Matthew will report what they learnt at the Northamptonshire County Association of Local Councils Meeting about budgets.  The Town Council could look at participatory budgeting and there could be Public Meetings and/or information put in a newsletter, which the three Borough Councillors could put some finance into producing.  It was AGREED that the next Meeting on this subject would be held at 7.30 pm on Thursday, 28th August. 

We had also received details of the NCALC Autumn Training Programme, copies of which had been circulated for information.  As this does include a session on Budgets and Precepts, it was AGREED to bring this to the Capital Projects Meeting.

Model Compact
We had received a letter from the Borough Monitoring Officer that he has been approached by NCALC about a pilot scheme that the National Association and the Standards Board for England are working on, namely the development of a model compact between the County Associations and Standards Committees.  This would include the development of closer working relationships with the Towns and Parishes.  Accordingly they were looking for two volunteer Councils to come forward, but they needed a response before the 3rd July 2008.  The Clerk had raised this at one of the Committee Meetings, but the Members there did not feel they could volunteer for this.

August Meeting
As sufficient Members were likely to be available, it was AGREED that there would be a Meeting on the 12th August as usual.

174
FINANCIAL REPORT

General Statement
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Brown and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee



Service or Goods



Amount
Mrs C E Mackay

Clerk's Salary




£449.00

Mr C Barnard


Internal Audit Fee



£125.00

Cllr Mrs M E Talbot

Chairman's half-yearly allowance

£300.00

Annual Return
The Clerk reported that the Internal Audit had now been completed satisfactorily, and the Annual Return completed and signed, ready for signature by the Chairman and Clerk.  After the last Audit, BDO Stoy Hayward, the External Auditor, had recommended that we look at the amount of insurance for the fidelity guarantee, and their Briefing Notes this year had said this should be for the maximum amount we were likely to have in the Building Society.  Therefore this should be about £20,000 and the Mr Barnard had confirmed this would be the correct amount and so the Clerk had written to Zurich Municipal asking them to increase it to this amount.

It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Brown and RESOLVED that the Annual Return be approved and signed by the Chairman and Clerk, and approved the increase for the fidelity guarantee to £20,000.

The Meeting closed at 10.00 pm.










Chairman









Clerk
