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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL

A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 15th January 2008 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor N A Matthew

Chairman

Councillor Mrs C M Brown

Councillor C W Cross

Councillor A E Howe

Councillor D W Jones

Councillor A J Mills

Councillor A C Pote

Councillor M W Spendlove

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot

Councillor K R Unger

96
PRAYERS
Before the business of the Council commenced, the Revd Canon George Burgon said Prayers, and included the new Health Centre and everyone who works in the medical profession, the new businesses which are coming to the town, the Fire & Rescue Service and those residents who have suffered from recent arson attacks.
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APOLOGIES
There were no apologies for absence.
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COMMUNITY POLICING
As no Police Officer was present, this item was left to see if they were able to attend later.

99
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

Grassed Area, Elizabeth Road:  the Town Council had received copy correspondence between residents of Elizabeth Road and the Borough Council, in connection with the Borough's proposal to put wooden bollards along the edge of this grassed area to stop people parking there.  The residents object to this suggestion, and would prefer this to be block paved to make a parking area.  They had given all their reasons for this, especially the fact that it is now difficult to find anywhere to park near their properties, and the road sometimes becomes blocked with parked cars so that the emergency vehicles could not get through.  Several residents were present at the Meeting and confirmed that one of them has now spoken to Ms Gilbert at the Borough who agreed that the grassed area should go.  They have had some quotations to remove this but the land actually belongs to the County Council, so they will now look at this.  They have spoken to Councillor Cross, who had mentioned this at the last Meeting.  Councillor Pote has looked into this as well but now it depends on whether the County Council will agree.  It is quite a difficult area to have parked cars in because there are also houses behind Elizabeth Road and he hoped the Borough could find a satisfactory solution. The residents did not think it would make the situation any worse if they took the grass away.  The bungalows at the top of the street were built for older people but now young couples are living there so there is not enough room for all the cars.  Councillor Pote suggested Councillor Bob Seery should be informed so he can look into this from the County's point of view.  The Borough is to pass this to the County in any event.  There is another area in the square off Elizabeth Road where the grass was removed and this is now much better.  Members of the Town Council are to meet representatives from the County Highways Department soon on another matter, and will mention this to them then.  As the procedure has started, the Town Council will be kept informed but we will defer arranging a Site Meeting until we see if this is necessary.

It was MOVED by the Chairman and RESOLVED that we write to the Borough Council with the Town Council's support for the residents in that we do not want to have the bollards put in and feel this should be made into a parking area, provided this can be done safely.
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TOWN COUNCIL PRECEPT
The Chairman explained that this has been put on the Agenda because firstly we need to respond to the Borough Council and let them know whether we wish to raise a precept for the next financial year, 2008/09.

On this specific issue, it was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Jones and RESOLVED that Rothwell Town Council does not raise a precept for the next financial year.

We are just about to start the second year of a three-year programme when we know what grant we are to receive from the Borough Council but we do not know what will happen after that, so the Chairman felt we should start now to consider the implications of a precept.  Councillor Pote understood that if we have to precept, our Council Tax contribution would be reduced to make up for the fact that some of the Wards in Kettering are not parished so they cannot raise a precept.  He suggested we ask Mr Soulsby or Mr Sutton from the Borough Council to come and explain the situation initially, particularly how it could affect us and how we would have to apply.  Burton Latimer has raised a small precept for some years and perhaps we could also ask them to come along and discuss this with us.

There are special projects which the Town Council would like to see carried out and this should be fully discussed before the end of the next financial year.  We need as much information as possible before this is discussed in detail.  Councillor Jones felt strongly that we would then need a Public Meeting to involve the residents because this is a big issue.  The Chairman said we will have to make the same decision in a year's time, which might be the last time we could do this before we are forced into raising a precept.  

We do not know what the situation is at Desborough, but it might be useful to talk to them as well as Burton Latimer.  When we have found out a lot more, the end result might be that we think the grant system should remain, but we do not have sufficient information yet.  Councillor Cross agreed that we would not want to get to January next year without being better informed.  Probably we would not need to raise all the funds by way of precept but the Borough grant might be decreased.  There are Local Government websites and Councillor Mrs Talbot will look at these on behalf of the Town Council.

It was MOVED by the Chairman and RESOLVED to retain this as a recurring Agenda item, and to ask the Borough Council if they have any notes which gives more information on precepting. 

We will consider having a Meeting with the Borough Council, and possibly the other Town Councils, and then holding a Public Meeting.
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MINUTES

It was moved by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Cross and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th December 2007 be confirmed and signed.

102
HIGHWAYS

Traveller Encampments
Copies of the letters received from the County Highways Department and the County Traveller Unit had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  The caravan next to the houses in Harrington Road should have gone by now, as the Traveller Unit was to go to Court on 9th January and then evict them on 10th January.  It was reported that opposite the old Lamport Road there is a lot of rubbish left behind by them and Councillor Mrs Brown will report this to the Borough Environmental Health Department.

There is a lot of rubbish being left and it is believed that the Borough Officers are aware who is doing this because of evidence being left with the items, but they are not being stopped.  Councillor Mrs Brown will also ask about this and will report back to the Town Council in due course.  She will let the Borough know that the Town Council would absolutely support any prosecution which they took.  There is also the problem of people throwing bags of rubbish out of cars and onto the verges.  

The travellers at the end of the Lamport Road are now burning their rubbish.  We understand that the encampment at the end of the old Orton Road is on land owned by the Highways Agency and they are content to leave them there although we feel this encourages other travellers into the area.  The new site at Corby is due to open shortly, but we do not have a date for the one at Desborough. 

It as AGREED to contact the Highways Agency about taking action to move the travellers on from the old Orton Road.

Parking Arrangements
The Clerk had provisionally arranged a Meeting with Mr Andrew Leighton of the County Highways Department at 10.30 am on Friday, 18th January to look at the following areas:-

· Squires Hill, following complaints that this gets completely blocked by parked cars

· The parking in Bridge Street to decide how far the double yellow lines should be extended

· Market Hill to agree where the disabled parking spaces should be put.

Public Rights of Way
We had received a response from the County Rights of way Department as follows:-

(1)
They have submitted a works order for the replacement of the kissing gate on footpath UH9 at Fanny Joyce's Lane.  The order has been marked urgent and they hope the work will be completed in early 2008.  They have also written to the land agent to advise their clients of the proposed work.

(2)
To date they have not been able to resolve the issue with footpath UH15 from Jubilee Street to Kettering Road.  Before they can take any action, they need to ensure they have all the correct information concerning the footpath and the development.  They will contact us again when they know more.

Highways Representatives Scheme
Copies of the December issue of Rep's Review had been circulated prior to this Meeting, for information.

Street Lights
It was reported that the following street lights are out, and it was AGREED to report these:-

· one on the footpath between Trinity Road and Harrington Road

· outside No.50 Underwood Road.

Gritting of Roads
It was reported that recently there were two accidents on the same day, one in Glendon Road near Violet Lane and the other in Moorfield Road.  These were probably caused because the roads were not gritted early enough although they are both on bus routes.  It was mentioned that it is perhaps the new surface they use, which is quieter but is also more slippery.  It was AGREED to report this and ask if all the bus routes can now be gritted as a precautionary measure.

It was reported that the salt bins seem to have been topped up, and there is one by Moorfield Road.  The contract is now to move from Atkins to May & Gurney, and we do not know if there will be any problems when this is changed over.
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PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee

As always, Councillor Mrs Brown declared a personal interest as a Member of the Borough Planning Committee and did not speak or discuss any Application, although as this is a recurring interest it might not be minuted at every Town Council Meeting.

Councillor Spendlove reported that there is an Appeal in respect of the Refusal of Application KET/20070611 for extension at 2 Rose Close.  

We had notification of a Refusal of permission to extend the opening hours at the Montsaye Community Sports Centre from 10.00 pm to 11.00 pm.  Members were surprised about this, as perhaps the Centre needs the extra hour to make this a success.

The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2007/0966 )
6 The Maltings, Desborough Road – Two storey rear extension.

KET/2007/0980 )

KET/2007/1046
New Medical Centre, Desborough Road – Additional signs.

KET/2007/1096
68A Rushton Road – Garage Conversion.

The following Applications had been received and either already dealt with by the Planning Referee, or the observations were agreed here as stated:-

KET/2007/1074
20 & 21 Davis Close – Change of use of land from amenity to residential.

Object: this land was obviously left open to provide a good sight line for vehicles coming out of Davis Close, and we object on safety grounds as this proposal would seriously obstruct visibility here, and create a dangerous junction as has already happened at Cook Close.

KET/20071150
Land at 40 Kettering Road – Two storey dwelling.

No objection, provided this does not affect the privacy or amenities currently enjoyed by neighbouring properties.

KET/2007/1153
49 Greening Road – Two storey extension.

No objection, provided this does not adversely affect the amenities of the neighbouring properties.

KET/2007/1156
The Old Garage, Harrington Road  - 5 No. one-bedroom apartments with 


off-street car parking.

Whilst the Town Council is pleased to note that this site is likely to be re-developed, we feel it should be more in keeping with the other properties in the area, especially as this proposal would generate too many additional vehicle movements near this busy junction.

KET/2007/1161
Glendon Retreat near Glendon Hall – New house, garaging, fitness suite 


and swimming pool.




No objection, provided the design is in keeping with the area.

KET/2007/1200
The Heritage Centre, 14 Bridge Street – Change of opening hours to 8.30 


am - 6.00 pm Monday to Saturday.




No objection.

Councillor Mrs Talbot declared a personal interest on the last-mentioned Application, as an unpaid Director of Rothwell & Desborough Futures Limited which owns the Heritage Centre.  It was discussed whether Members should declare a personal interest on any Planning Application in the area where they live, but it was AGREED this was not necessary if it would not affect them any more than other residents living nearby.

It was confirmed that we have not yet heard the result of the Appeal in respect of the Rothwell House Hotel.
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ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Town Centre Partnership
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 10th January 2008 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.   The pavement is being lifted under the tree by the Woolpack, and it was confirmed this is on the list to be trimmed shortly.  The trees in Squires Hill are the responsibility of the Borough Council and they have been asked to trim these; at this last Meeting the Partnership agreed it would offer to pay a proportion of the cost, if this is the only way we can get these reduced in size.

It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Howe and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Manor Park
A Site Meeting has been arranged for 10.00 am on Monday, 28th January 2007 in Manor Park, with Pia Bellamy and Katie Graham from the Borough Council, and representatives from the Housing Association which is developing the former Groococks Factory site, the Preservation Trust and the Bowls Club as well as the Town Council.  It was AGREED to request that Mr Cliff Dines of the Citizens Welfare Committee is also invited as it was this organisation which requested a level area by the Bowls Club for events.  It was understood that they are to use the Football Club again this year for the Fete, but if the work could be done it would have time to settle down.

Youth Group
Copies of a letter and the recent Minutes of the Youth Group had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  They are contemplating working with Desborough to gain funding for the training of Youth Workers, especially in view of the increased housing in both towns.  They would like the Town Council's support in their request to the Borough Council to be able to use the Community Centre one evening a week for the young people in the town.  There are other initiatives, with John Nichols, the Borough Community Safety Officer looking at the costs of partially enclosing the youth shelter in Well Lane Recreation Ground.  The Youth Works team have built up a good relationship with these young people and there is now the bicycle refurbishment scheme in Rothwell during half-term and this will be done next to the Community Centre.  Their cycles will be fixed and in return they will help with the planting of the area in front of the Library.  They have secured Montsaye Community College for the Youth Festival which will show what sports are available in the area.

It was MOVED by Councillor Jones, SECONDED by Councillor Spendlove and RESOLVED to send a letter of support to Ms Val Hitchman, the Borough Head of Community Services, for the Youth Group to use the Community Centre one evening a week free of charge.

As to match funding, the Youth Group has looked at this but they cannot attract any until they have started a project so they hope the bicycle refurbishment scheme will assist with this.

Grassed Area, Elizabeth Road
This item has already been discussed with some of the affected residents.  We do not actually know what complaints had been received about people parking on the grass.  This is quite a large area.

Bus Service to Medical Centre
It was confirmed that there are no bus stops or shelters by the new Medical Centre, but it was believed that the service 18 can stop in Greening Road, but neither this nor service 19 can stop in Desborough Road.  We had written to Primary Asset with a copy to the Primary Care Trust about this but have not had any acknowledgement or reply from either of them.  At the Meetings they had promised that they had spoken to Stagecoach and arranged for a bus service to the new Health Centre and there should be a minute to confirm this.

It was AGREED to write to them again, and to Mr Norman Gray the Rothwell Practice Manager, to ask when there will be bus stops and shelters.  We also had a Meeting with Mr Jonathan Cowe at the County Council and we will also contact him and Stagecoach East about the various issues discussed then.  It was FURTHER AGREED to ask the Primary Care Trust and the Practice Manager what is to happen to the former Health Centre building in Bridge Street. 

Gala Evening
Councillor Mills said that Mr Dines had asked if we could send out letters thanking everyone who helped with the Gala Evening.  This is quite difficult to do without missing someone out: last year we sent a letter to the Evening Telegraph but it was felt it is now too late to do this.

Twinning Sign
We had not yet heard back from the Twinning Committee as to whether they would be able to straighten this sign.  

It was MOVED by Councillor Unger, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Brown and RESOLVED to write to Martin Emberson at the Fire & Rescue Service at Moulton Park, Northampton that we understand this was damaged by a fire engine, and to ask if they are prepared to make a contribution towards the cost of putting this straight.

Lorries in the Town Centre
It was mentioned that sometimes several large lorries are carrying out deliveries in the town centre at the same time so that the area is completely congested, and it was wondered if we could ask the businesses to see if they could stagger the deliveries.  

It was AGREED to put this on the Agenda for the Town Centre Partnership.
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MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Casual Vacancy Trinity Ward
A letter had been received from Mr Ian White, the Borough Electoral Services Manager that if a request in writing is received by 23rd January 2008, signed by ten electors from Trinity Ward, an election will be held to fill the vacancy.  If no such requests are received by that date, then the Town Council may co-opt a new member to fill the vacancy.  He will write to us again after 23rd January.

Borough & County Information
Details of the Holocaust Memorial Commemoration on 27th January 2008, and both the County and Borough budget consultations had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  We had also received the leaflet Conservation Area Special, but this did not refer to the Rothwell Area.

Sports Licences
Councillor Cross wondered how long a Sports Licence would last for, and Councillor Pote confirmed this is indefinite and you can apply for a change to it.

Civic Service
Trinity Sunday, when we have traditionally held the Civic Service, is early this year as it will be on Sunday, 18th May 2008 and our ordinary Town Council Meeting is on Tuesday, 13th May.  The Clerk confirmed that we can have the Annual Town Council Meeting on 13th May, or leave this until the Annual Parish Meeting which must be held before 1st June.  However, plans can be made for the Civic Service if the letters are sent out on behalf of the Chairman-Elect.

Truck Stop
Councillor Pote reported that the Borough is looking to have a truck stop with facilities because of the number of lorries in the lay-bys on the A14 and the thefts from these.  He wondered if we wanted to ask for this on Site 8.  

Councillor Spendlove said this does not generate any finance because it is cheaper to stop in the lay-bys.  However, it was thought that once there is a truck stop, lorries can be moved to that location.  We understand the developer of Site 8 is not interested in providing this, but there is some land which is owned by the Borough and the developer might look at that area.

106
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Talbot and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee



Service or Goods




Amount
B T Payment Services

Broadband & Extra Phone Line (Paid 21.12.07)
£155.15

Mrs C E Mackay

Clerk's Salary





£445.51

Cllr N A Matthew

Chairman's half-yearly allowance


£300.00

B T Payment Services

Phone Bill





  £79.33

Gala Committee

Small Christmas Tree




  £18.00

Colemans


Stationery





  £34.56

Kettering B C


Rothwell In Bloom – Four brackets


£352.50

Kettering B C 


Rothwell In Bloom – Hanging Baskets 2007           £1424.10

The Meeting closed at 9.20 pm.












Chairman









Date
