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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL
A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 12th February 2008 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor N A Matthew

Chairman

Councillor Mrs C M Brown

Councillor C W Cross

Councillor A E Howe

Councillor D W Jones

Councillor A J Mills

Councillor  A C Pote (7.20 pm)

Councillor M W Spendlove (7.12 pm)

Councillor K D Sumpter

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot

107
PRAYERS
Before the business of the Council commenced, the Revd Canon George said Prayers and asked for better understanding between the leaders and members of the different faiths, and mentioned the Fire & Rescue Service, and those residents who have died since the last Meeting.
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APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillor Unger, and from Councillor Pote who would be late attending.

109
COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
PCSO Firth was present at the Meeting and reported that there were 54 crimes this month in the Rothwell area, but 18 of these were drive-offs from the garage on the A14 or took place in the Telford Way area.  The worst thing this month is criminal damage and anti-social behaviour which does not actually show in the crime figures.  There has been a problem in Ragsdale Street, Norton Street and Glendon Road with youths of about 14 or 15, and there was also talk of children and youths in gardens with some slight damage.  There were several domestic incidents, forgeries, and a burglary at Montsaye.  There was a theft from the new Medical Centre when a bag was taken, robberies and arson.  There have been some arrests and charges for criminal damage and tickets given for anti-social behaviour.  

Councillor Cross reported that a resident of Underwood Road has lost petrol twice with someone siphoning this out of his tank.  PCSO Firth says this does happen, but not often in Rothwell, so this resident was unlucky to have this happen twice.  Councillor Sumpter said there was a similar incident in Well Lane.  

Councillor Spendlove joined the Meeting at 7.12 pm.

PCSO Firth said there is a group of young people who are well known to them, and who feel they are untouchable, but they are gathering a lot of information about them.  There have been incidents around the Library but the young people are all banned from these premises.  Councillor Jones gave further information about the youths running around on Wednesday night, when the helicopter was over the town.  PCSO Firth said if you have immediate information, you can telephone 999 and he confirmed that they had apprehended the person they were looking for that night.  He confirmed that they do ask the CCTV Control Room to look at the screens on these occasions to assist them.  As to the 13 incidents of thefts from motor vehicles, this was mainly damage and small items like CDs taken.

Councillor Jones said the PCSOs were at the bottom of Kettering Road with a speed camera when a van went speeding by, but they did not stop this vehicle.  It was confirmed that a record is kept of the details with the number taken and Sgt Hopkins will take this matter forward.  

Councillor Sumpter referred to the residents of Glendon Road who were attacked in their own home.  PCSO Firth said there is nothing on the CCTV camera but the Leicestershire Force is involved in this as well.  It was reported there is now a private camera adjacent to these flats.  With possible distraction burglaries, the advice is not to allow anyone into your home.

Councillor Pote joined the Meeting at 7.20 pm.

Questions from the Public on Police Matters
Mr West referred to young people drinking under the Library canopy and leaving smashed bottles around.  PCSO Firth confirmed that they are paying special attention to this area, particularly now that half term is coming up.  This drinking is probably taking place after dark.

110
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
(1)
Drain, Bell Hill: Mr West said that at the November Meeting the drain outside the blue Bell Inn was said to probably be a private gully.  However, this used to be a through road and the drain was then the responsibility of the County Council.  In addition, the drain near the Market House has never been cleaned out.  It was AGREED to report these again.

(2)
Bus Bays & Shelters, Medical Centre:  Mr West said a lot of residents are concerned that there are no bus bays and shelters at the new Health Centre.  It was confirmed that the Town Council had been assured that the Centre would have a bus service and we assumed this would mean there would be new bus stops.  We are chasing this matter.

(3)
Cigarette Ends outside Public Houses:  Mr West complained that the ground is covered with cigarette ends outside some of the pubs, especially the Red Lion and the Blue Bell.  Councillor Pote thought we should write to all the Licensees and ask them to clean these up because we have had complaints from residents.  Councillor Howe agreed hehad been informed it was the responsibility of the proprietors of the premises to ensure the street frontage is kept clean and to encourage their clientele to use the ash boxes provided.  

It was AGREED to write to all the licensed premises in the town.

(4)
Kettering Bus Station:  it was confirmed that as this is not covered in on three sides, people are legally allowed to smoke there.

111
MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Brown and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 15th January 2008 be confirmed and signed.

112
HIGHWAYS

Parking Arrangements
Copies of the Report of the Site Meeting held on 18th January 2008 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was AGREED that the Report be approved and adopted.   We have not yet received the sketch plans from the County Council to show the extra length of double yellow lines in Bridge Street, or the disabled parking spaces in Market Hill.  It was AGREED to ask again for these as soon as possible.

Mr Leighton said there is no need for the poles or notices beside double yellow lines and it was confirmed that we have asked for the unnecessary poles in Bridge Street to be removed.

As to Squires Hill, we had discussed either double yellow lines on one side, or to have white lines and 'KEEP CLEAR' put on the roadway where it begins to narrow, as this will not require an Order so will be much quicker and cheaper.  

It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Jones and RESOLVED to ask for the white lines and notice to be put in Squires Hill.

Winter Salting
We had reported two accidents which were probably caused by lack of salting.  We had received a reply from Atkins' Maintenance Engineer that, as to Moorfield Road, this issue has been passed to David Grindley of the County Council for consideration in next year's winter maintenance programme as currently it does not receive precautionary salting although it is a bus route.

As to Glendon Road, he asked for more details regarding this incident so that he could let us have a more comprehensive reply.  It was confirmed that this took place on either the first or second Tuesday in December, and that a witness had said it was definitely ice which caused the accident just before the turning to Violet Lane.  A car overturned and a lady was trapped, and the incident was attended by two fire engines and the Police.  

It was AGREED to send these further details to Atkins.

A14/Bypass Roundabouts
Mr Robin Matthews had telephoned the Clerk that the new Contract for maintenance of the County roundabouts is about to be signed.  Once this is done, he will endeavour to set up a joint Meeting with the Contractors and Rothwell and Desborough Town Councils, and this was AGREED.

Highways Representative Scheme
Copies of the January edition of Rep's Review had been circulated for information.  They had also asked if they could hold one of the Scheme's Meetings in the Market House at 6.30 pm on Wednesday, 26 November and this was AGREED.

Overgrown Hedge
It was reported that the hedge is very overgrown by No.2 Harrington Road.  It was AGREED to report this to the Street Doctor.

Esso Garage on the A14
Lorries are still parking here and PC O'Hara has spoken to the drivers, but it is different people every time.  The farmer here also sometimes has difficulty gaining access because of these lorries.  If bollards were put in there, this could assist provided it did not block access even more.

It was AGREED to write to PC O'Hara and the Highways Agency to suggest this and ask for their comments.
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PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
Councillor Spendlove reported that the following Refusals had been received:-

KET/2006/1140
Land to the South of the A14 – Employment Park.

KET/2007/0957
26 Crispin Street – Demolish bungalow and erect flats.

KET/2007/1109
3 Bridge Street – Satellite Dish.

The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2007/0815
15 Wales Street and adjoining land – Five houses, one flat.

KET/2007/1097
Medical Centre, Desborough Road – Condenser units.

KET/2007/1106
The Woodlands Hospital – New doors and ramp.

KET/2007/1153
49 Greening Road – Extension.

KET/2007/1156
The Old Garage, Harrington Road – Five apartments and parking.

KET/2007/1074
20 & 21 Davis Close – Change of use of land from amenity to residential.

The following Applications had been received and either dealt with by the Planning Referee or the observations were agreed as stated.  Councillor Mills declared an Interest as the Applicant for KET/2008/0038 in respect of 9/11 High Street, and Councillor Mrs Brown declared a continuing personal Interest as a Member of the Borough Planning Committee.             

KET/2008/0012
46 Kettering Road – Variation of Condition 14 on KET/2006/0755 – 


Footway provision.

Object:  the original condition should stand.

KET/2008/0030
45 Rushton Road – Detached house.




No objection.

KET/2008/0031
43 Playford Close – Extensions.




No objection.

KET/2008/0038
9/11 High Street – Replacement shop front.




No objection.

KET/2008/0047
10 Tresham Street – Conversion of storage building to office, living area 


and bedroom/en-suite with link to existing house by walkway 



(Amendment to KET/2007/0746).




Object: this would be over-development of the site.

KET/2008/0075
32 Slade Valley Avenue – Extension and porch.




No objection.

KET/2008/0085
Land to the rear of 87, 85a & 85b Littlewood Street – Three detached 


bungalows.

Object:

(1) This is over-development of the site.

(2) Overlooking by other properties.

(3) Access is too tight in this congested and narrow residential street.

KET/2008/0090
19 Raleigh Close – Extensions.




No objection.

Planning Roadshow
Copies of a letter from the Campaign to Protect Rural England had been circulated prior to this Meeting, giving details of the Planning Roadshow to be held at Cranford Hall on 15th April 2008.  Non-member Parishes can send one or two delegates at a total charge of £28, which may be converted into a membership subscription for the Parish.  It was AGREED that Councillors Spendlove and Jones would attend on behalf of Rothwell, and the Town Council would pay the charge of £28.

Sash Windows
It was reported that a sash window had been removed from Turnin Headz, the Hairdressers in the High Street.  It was AGREED to report this to the Borough Council.

Conservation Officer

Councillor Pote reported that the Borough has appointed a dedicated Conservation Officer, and he will let us have details when she is in post.  He felt perhaps she would like to walk round our Conservation Area with the Chairman.

Refusal for Employment Park
The Chairman had attended the Planning Committee Meeting when this was discussed, and explained that there is a policy for developments which have to pass a sequence test.  Sites which are sought to be developed are ranked according to certain criteria such as sustainability, being adjacent to existing development and next to an existing road.  Site 8 does not rank as highly as Rothwell North which contains some employment land, and you cannot develop anything further down the list until you have done the one higher up.  However, it was felt that if Rothwell North runs into problems and they do not build there for some time, nothing will happen about employment in Rothwell for many years.  The Borough Council does not seem to want us to have any employment land.
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ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Manor Park
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 28th January 2008, together with the E-mail from Ms Pia Bellamy with her conclusions had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  There was an error in the Borough's list of people attending in that Ms Bellamy had put Glendon Weston down, rather than Councillor Mrs Talbot who had been present at the beginning of the Meeting.  We will report this to Ms Bellamy.  Councillor Spendlove felt there were some outstanding issues as follows:-

(1)
what the boundary is likely to be between the housing development and the low stone wall.  The developers did not seem to want to know about the wall and do not yet have any details of their boundary.  It was AGREED to write to Ms Bellamy that we are concerned about the treatment of the boundary and to ask to see any proposals as soon as they are out, and before anything is finally decided.

(2)
how the proposed new path will link into the developments at the bottom of this area.  The path will come through the archway and this was thought to be satisfactory.

(3)
There will be 8 m lighting columns to get over the vandalism problem, but these will be very high, although we do agree the path will have to be lit.  Various options were discussed to provide adequate lighting which is in keeping with the area, as the lighting will have to be done when the path is put in.  It was AGREED to write to Ms Bellamy that we need to ensure that the lighting is carried out in a sympathetic way in keeping with the lighting styles in Squires Hill, especially as this is in the Conservation Area, and again we would like to see the proposals before anything is finally decided.

Town Centre Partnership
Copies of the Report of the Special Meeting of the Partnership held on 6th February 2008 were available at this Meeting, and this incorporated details of the Site Meeting with Sheila Gilder of Atkins, who is acting on behalf of the County Council, about the treatment of the trees in the town centre.  It was AGREED that the Report be approved and adopted.

The Clerk reported that Street Doctor had cut the side branches from the trees in Castle Hill and Tresham Street, but had not yet done the one by the Lotus House, or removed the tie from the tree in front of Tesco's.  We will wait and see if these are done, as they were requested after the original work order was sent out.  We now have the name and address of Atkins' contractor, and the Clerk had drafted a letter asking for a quotation, including the silver birches by the Red Lion, and this was approved by the Chairman.  We will send a copy of the letter to Ms Gilder.

Bus Services
The Clerk had received a telephone call from Mr Tony Cox, Managing Director of Stagecoach East, responding to the various queries raised by Rothwell and Desborough as follows:-

(1)
They have no plans to extend the Kettering to Corby Rail Link to include Rothwell, Desborough, Rushton and Great Oakley at present.  They would need an extra bus to be able to do this.

(2)
The Local Authority would be responsible for providing bus stops and shelters by the new Medical Centre.


(3)
Again, they would need an extra bus to revise the timetables to coincide better with the normal hours of employment, especially to and from Corby.

(4)
As to providing a bus service to and from Kettering Railway Station, possibly using the Rail Link, as already mentioned the latter is fully committed.  Mr Cox was not even certain that another service (such as the No.19) could do this when the Railway Station area is improved.

There was also a copy E-mail from Mr Jonathan Cowe, the County Bus and Rail Development Manager, requesting a Meeting with Mr Cox and representatives from the two Town Councils within the next few weeks.  It was AGREED to leave this and see if we can get a Meeting.

It was reported that apparently the Rail Link will cease when the Corby Railway Station is built, but the Borough Council is querying this.

Rothwell In Bloom
It was AGREED to hold a Meeting to look at the arrangements for 2008 at 7.30 pm on Wednesday, 20th February in the Market House.

Droué Sign
We had received a letter from the Secretary of the Twinning Association that they are to discuss this on 19th February and he will let us know their decision.

Borough Walkabout
Councillor Pote had provided the list of items noted at the Rothwell Walkabout on 19th September 2007, which showed the action required and whether it had yet been taken.  They are to do this again so if Members need anything looked at, they can let him know.  He has also provided details of the Silver Service about work for elderly people in the Borough, and both these are for information and will enable Members of the Town Council to answer any questions from residents.  In addition, he and Councillor Mrs Talbot are to provide a bicycle for the PCSOs, specifically to be used in Rothwell.  

The following items were mentioned on the Walkabout Action Sheet:-

· the problems of the wet rot at the market House were included, but the Borough thought the County could be the owners, rather than the Preservation Trust.

· the poor state of Underwood Road was listed, but this was done in autumn 2007.

· the bungalow in Harrington Road opposite the Moorfield Road junction is boarded up and it was recommended that pressure be put on the owner.  The Borough refused Planning Permission to improve this and in the meantime the owner has been asked to clean the property and grounds generally.

Councillor Mrs Brown is the Borough Portfolio Holder for the Environment and reported that as from April 2008 the Walkabout will link in directly to Kleen Sweep and hopefully this will result in improvements all over the town.  It was reported that the light in the passageway off Rushton Road has been fixed now.

There are bags of litter in the hedge of Greening Road Park and the Lamport road between Harrington Airfield is full of rubbish.  Councillor Mrs Brown will reported these matters direct to the Borough Council.  She has asked the Borough about prosecutions for flytipping and they have not taken out any as yet.
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MATTERS OF BUSINESS
Code of Conduct
Copies of a letter from the Borough Council about the granting of dispensations had been circulated prior to this Meeting, for information.

Kettering Futures
We have received further details about the proposed improvements to Kettering town centre.  It had been felt that our Borough Councillors will look at these on behalf of the Town Council.

Casual Vacancy
A letter had been received from the Borough Electoral Services Manager that the bye-election will take place on Thursday, 27th March in the Community Centre, and polling hours will be 7.00 am until 10.00 pm.  Unfortunately, the counting of votes will need to take place at the Municipal Offices in Kettering due to the statutory requirement for the scanning of postal voting documentation.  This cannot currently be carried out in remote locations, although their software provider is working on a solution that will hopefully be in place by the end of this year.

Miscellaneous
A letter had been received from the Barton and Cranford First Responders to see if we could assist them with a donation.  It was AGREED to take no action here.

The Clerk had received a pack for each Member of the Town Council about the proposed standards of operational response of the Fire & Rescue Service for 2007.  Councillor Mrs Talbot had heard that some of the fire stations will be closed at night and Councillor Pote will try and find out about this.  He also said that the County Council is keen to hear back from people during this consultation.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
The Clerk submitted as written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Howe and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee




Service or Goods


Amount
Mrs C E Mackay


Clerk's Salary



£445.50

Zurich Insurance Company

Insurance Premium


£967.89

Cash




Petty Cash



  £30.00

It was reported that BDO Stoy Hayward have been appointed as our External Auditors for another five year period commencing with the 2007/08 Accounts.  As we know, Mr Buchanan is to leave the area shortly, but he is arranging to carry out the internal audit jointly with an ex-colleague of his, Mr Colin Barnard, who is then likely to take over as from 2008/09 for both Rothwell and Desborough.

The Clerk was asked to include on the March Agenda an item to review her salary as from April this year.

The Meeting closed at 9.05 pm.










Chairman









Date

