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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL

A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 9th December 2008 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot


Chairman
Councillor Mrs C M Brown (8.05 pm)

Councillor C W Cross

Councillor D W Jones

Councillor A J Mills

Councillor A C Pote

Councillor R D Roebuck

Councillor M W Spendlove (8.10 pm)

Councillor K R Unger

222
PRAYERS
The Revd Roger Smith said Prayers and mentioned in particular the families in the town, as we come up to Christmas.  There was also a minute's silence in memory of Mrs Mary Pittam, who had recently died and who has a past Member and Chairman of the Town Council.   Councillor Jones paid tribute to Mrs Pittam, who he had first met in 1979 when he came onto the Council.  She was the person who had the original idea for a Community Centre in the town and was the driving force behind having the Centre built.  
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APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillors Matthew, Mrs Russell and Sumpter, and from Councillors Mrs Brown and Spendlove who would be late joining the Meeting.
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COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
Sgt Hopkins had sent his apologies, but the Meeting was attended by PCSO Paul Miller, who reported there were 37 crimes for November as follows:-

Burglary Dwelling – 5

Burglary Other – 5

Criminal Damage – 10

Deception/Fraud – 1

Other Offences – 1

Theft from Motor Vehicle – 2 (a significant drop)

Theft/Handling - 7

Theft of Motor Vehicle – 1

Violent Offences – 5.

As to the violent offences, PCSO Miller did not have any specific information on these.  The Chairman said the Police had obviously been doing a lot of work on theft from motor vehicles and PCSO Miller confirmed they were encouraged by the figures, but this operation is ongoing, including in plain clothes and unmarked vehicles and out of normal hours.  There were no reported incidents at either the Rothwell or the Desborough Gala evenings and this is probably because they were here in some numbers.  The Mobile Police Station has often visited Rothwell as well, although not always manned.

Police Questions from the Public
(a)
Children returning from school:  PCSO Miller confirmed that there were not any known problems with children walking home from school after dark.

(b)
Greening Road Park:  this has been nominated as one of the Police priorities.  There have been one or two incidents, but PCSO Miller was not aware of any in the last month.  This did become a meeting place for youths from both Rothwell and Desborough at one time but this was policed quite heavily.

(c)
Bonfire Night:  there was a successful campaign as regards both Bonfire Night and Halloween which seems to have been reflected in the figures for these two evenings.  Councillor Unger felt it was really noticeable that there were fewer fireworks being let off.
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QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
(1)
Bus Bays and Shelters at the Medical Centre:  The Chairman confirmed that Councillor Seery was coming this week, together with Mr Ellerby, the County Liaison Officer with Stagecoach.  Councillor Pote had previously supplied some correspondence between him and the County Engineer which had been circulated to the Town Councillors, which said that nothing could be done without significant changes to the road layout.  It might have been possible at the time the Centre was built to have put these in.  The Town Council had been assured that the new Centre would be served by buses and only had the plans at a late stage but assumed this would be done.  It would now cost £100,000 to change this.  Mr West asked if the PCT had been contacted about contributing towards the cost or giving us their support.  The Town Council had met the PCT and is still pursuing this matter.  

(2)
Traffic Wardens:  Councillor Pote explained that some of the smaller streets in Kettering were offered residents' parking but unfortunately 60% had to agree to pay for this, and this money would have paid for Traffic Wardens.  However, we do have a visit from the Kettering Warden once a week.  Mr West said vehicles are still using Gold Street in Kettering but Councillor Pote said it is the funding which is the problem because the grant does not meet the additional population which is coming to the County.  

(3)
Kettering Town Centre:  Councillor Pote confirmed that the money to refurbish Kettering town centre came from a specific Government grant for this purpose and could not be used for any other purpose.

(4)
Road Sweeping:  Mr West would prefer to see the road sweeping operator spreading grit rather than using the machine which puts out water which freezes in icy weather.  It was AGREED to E-mail the borough Council and ask them not to use the green machine during icy weather because this makes the ground slippery.

(4)
Christmas Lights:  Mr West thought these looked very good again this year, although they have been reduced.  Another resident did not like the ones on the east side of the Market Hill Square, but it was explained that we were forced to have the trees there pollarded but we are grateful that the Borough Council has put these extra lights up.  
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MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Jones and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th November 2008 be confirmed and signed.
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HIGHWAYS

Delivery Lorries
The Clerk had noticed that the Borough was emptying the litter bins at about 8.30 am one morning, and had therefore also written to them about the time of this.  We had received a reply that there was a different driver on that particular day who was not familiar with the route and was unaware of the traffic issues in Rothwell.  Mr Sawford will ensure that in future any driver is made aware of this problem and avoids the area until later in the morning.

Street adoption
Notification had been received that the bellmouth at the Sovereign Heritage development in Well Lane has now been adopted as public highway.

Speed Limit
We had received notice of the proposed Order to extend the 30 mph speed limit in Rothwell Road, Desborough.

Highway Trees
The Town Centre Partnership had asked for the side branches to be removed from the highway trees in Rothwell.   We had received a reply that this type of work is only undertaken for highway safety and therefore MGWSP would not do this to improve the shape of the crowns.  Lime trees do throw out lower growth as the trees need to produce green material in order to feed, and currently this does not appear to be affecting the safety of highway users, but if this happens we should let them know.

Highways Representatives Scheme
Copies of the October edition of Reps' Review had been circulated prior to this Meeting, for information.

Glendon Road Traffic Calming
We had received a plan from MGWSP showing the extent of the work to provide traffic calming in Glendon Road.  Some Members were concerned that the build-out was too close to Kipton Field and the location for this was discussed.  However, the plan had been sent by the Traffic and Safety Schemes Department so they would have looked at this aspect.  It was AGREED to acknowledge the plans and say that we hope the work will be started on 2nd February 2009 as promised.

Grit Bins
Councillor Cross reported that the grit bin in Moorfield Road, opposite the bottom Cogan Crescent access has not been filled.  It was AGREED to ask for this to be done and for all the grit bins in the town to be checked andfilled as necessary.

A43 Meeting
Councillor Jones had attended this Meeting on 5th December on behalf of the Town Council and had prepared some brief notes which will be circulated to Members.  There is to be another Meeting and Councillor Jones was asked to attend this on behalf of the Town Council again, as a lot of people from the town do use this road.

Highways Engineers
The Chairman said we should send a letter to Mr Zafran Kahn to thank Andrew Leighton for looking at the traffic problems here with the assistance of Max Andrews, and for seeing these through for us, and this was AGREED.  We do now have a new Community Relationship Officer, Nick Gore, and Councillor Pote has asked him to come to a Meeting at some time.

Footpath, Rothwell to Desborough
A letter had been received from the County Council that the new shared use footway will be constructed initially without lighting due to objections from Desborough Town Council, which were supported by their County Councillor. However, they will construct this with all the ducting and services that will enable them to erect lighting at a later date, if needed.
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PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
Councillor Jones presented the Report and confirmed that the Planning Inspectorate had allowed the Appeal for one dwelling on land adjoining 49 Rushton Road.

The following Refusal had been received:-

KET/2008/0765
9 Gibbons Drive – Extensions.

The following Approval had been received:-


KET/2008/0865
46-48 Evison Road and adjoining land – Conversion of existing dwelling 


to two flats and erection of four self-contained flats. 

The following Applications had been received and dealt with by the Planning Referee:-

KET/2008/0838
Groococks Factory – Variations of conditions for road access.

No objection, provided the County Highways Department is satisfied

this meets the criteria for safety and visibility on this busy road.

KET/2008/0893
Rothwell House Hotel, Bridge Street – New railings to front retaining wall & KET/2008/0894
and new paving to front terrace. 




No objection.   

KET/2008/0909
12 Bridge Street – Change of Use from second floor offices to flat.




No objection.

KET/2008/0941
Land adjoining 57 Scott Avenue – One dwelling.




Object:  this would be over-development of this site and an infringement 


of the amenities currently enjoyed by the occupiers of adjoining premises.

KET/2008/0965
Kettering North Business Park – Parking, landscape and access.




No objection.

KET/2008/0968
Rothwell Water Tower, Rushton Road – Two new antenna.




No objection.

The following Applications had just been received and our observations were agreed as stated:-

KET/2008/0952
9 Bridge Street – Three illuminated fascia signs and one projecting sign.




No objection to the signs, but it would be inappropriate for these to be 


illuminated as they are bright and the property is in the Conservation Area.   

KET/2008/0984
69 Harrington Road – Extensions and new porch.




No objection.

Councillor Mrs Brown joined the Meeting at 8.05 pm.

Groococks Factory Site
Copies of E-mails from the County Rights of Way Department were available at this Meeting, in connection with Public Footpath UH2 at this site.  Apparently the Borough Council do not agree to have a Site Meeting there, but the County will keep us informed of developments.
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ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Bus Services 18 and 19
We had now heard from Stagecoach regarding the request by residents for service 18 to go through Sharman Way and Connolly Drive and then connect with Slade Valley Avenue and Kipton Field, firstly that Mr Hadden had been away when our original letter was sent  and someone had filed this away before he had seen it.  Stagecoach are looking at making changes to Service 19 next Easter and they will do the 18 at the same time, which will save them having to register the changes twice and also re-print the timetable a second time.  He trusted this change would be acceptable to the residents of Playford Close and would not upset too many people from Slade Valley Avenue who might have to walk a bit further to catch the bus.  He asked if we felt it would be advisable to notify the residents of Sharman Way and Connolly Drive of their intentions in case there are any objections to them running buses past their front doors.

Councillor Spendlove joined the Meeting at 8.10 pm.

It was AGREED to write back to Mr Hadden that we recommend they consult the residents of Slade Valley Avenue, Sharman Way and Connolly Drive.  It was FURTHER AGREED to ask him to let us know what changes are proposed for Service 19 as we would appreciate the opportunity to comment on these before any final decision is made.

Droué Sign
We had received a response from the Rothwell Twinning Association that they would like the Droué sign located in the Library garden, but they would like to know the cost.  It was AGREED to ask the Borough Council to let us know how much this would cost and, assuming this is acceptable, to arrange for the sign to be placed in the Library garden, after consultation with Councillor Mrs Brown who is arranging to have some work carried out here.

Squires Hill Flower Bed
A letter had been received from the Borough Acting Grounds Services Manager that they have inspected the raised flower bed in Squires Hill and they feel the quality of the build is fairly low with only pavers holding the soil in place.  To achieve a cleaner, more uniform view they believe from a design perspective that it should be removed and become part of the grassed area and they asked for the views of the Town Council.      

It was AGREED to respond the Town Council would like to keep this as a flower bed and improved, especially as it is in the Conservation Area.  There is a Borough policy to have a greener Borough and we believe retaining this would comply with this.

New Recycling Centre
The County Waste Management Department had sent details of the replacement Household Waste Recycling Centre in Garrard Way, Kettering and asked for any comments to be made before Friday, 12th December 2008.  It was AGREED to reply that the Town Council is pleased that the Recycling Centre in Kettering is to be enlarged and updated, but the casual parking on Garrard Way will need to be addressed so that access to the new Centre is kept open and free of obstruction.

Rothwell Gala Committee
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 13th November 2008 had been circulated prior to this Meeting, and copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 2nd December 2008 were available today.  It was AGREED that the Reports be approved and adopted.  

Councillor Pote reported from the Treasurer that we have not yet received the £250 additional grant from the Borough Council but if we do get this, there will be a profit of about £98, but if we do not there will be a loss of about £150.  Councillor Mills felt the evening had been a great success, and the Chairman confirmed that the Mayors and Chairmen from other areas enjoyed this and spent a lot of money here.  There were also a lot of people in the Church for the Christmas Tree Festival.  Councillor Spendlove wondered if they could leave the trees up until after the Carol Service as he felt this would add to the atmosphere.  Revd Roger Smith was still present at the Meeting and he will take this suggestion back to the Church.

Market Towns Initiative
The Chairman said that she has now resigned as a Non-Executive Director of Rothwell and Desborough Futures Limited but at the last Meeting she was persuaded to stay on as a Member of the Market Towns Initiative.  It was confirmed that Councillors Mrs Talbot and Mills are our representatives on this body.  The Chairman said that Mr Robin Matthews has funding for at least one more year on the Market Towns Initiative.

Dentists in Rothwell
Councillor Unger said this dental surgery has now re-opened, but only as a children's orthodontic practice.  It was AGREED to write to the PCT about this, and point out that this leaves Rothwell without a dentist and will increase the carbon footprint if everyone has to travel to Desborough.  We have lost the Medical Centre to the edge of the town and now we have also lost our dentist.

Borough Ward Walkabout

Councillor Pote had brought a note of the results of the Borough Walkabout in Rothwell the previous August, and asked for this to be circulated for the next Meeting.

Rothwell Swimming Pool
Councillor Spendlove understood that the swimming pool at Montsaye Community College is running at a loss.   The School was adamant that they wanted to run this but he was concerned about the community use.

Councillor Pote declared an Interest in this matter, as the Aztec Football Club had approached him about the cost to them of using the pitch and other facilities.  He has contacted Councillor Joan Kirkbride who discussed this with Montsaye who confirmed they are short of funds, which is why they have to put the charges up.  The question of the rent for the hot dog van has been sorted out, but perhaps the Aztecs can discuss this with the School again.  

It was AGREED to write to the Borough Council, with a copy for Councillor Kirkbride, to express our concerns about the community use and whether this will still be available to the various organisations which would like to use it.

53 Manor Road
Councillor Cross reported that people are still getting confused about Nos. 53 Manor Road and 53 Moorfield Road, as the latter has the front door onto Manor Road.  We have asked the Borough Council to move the Manor Road street nameplate up the road a little, and also contacted Simon Karl twice about having a notice on the door of 53 Moorfield Road to say which property this is, as they are the Managing Agents.  It was AGREED to contact Simon Karl again as this would be the best solution.
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MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Capital Projects
Councillor Jones said that in these times, we should not be discussing precepts and capital projects because of the change in the economic situation.  He personally had never wanted to raise a rate.  It was decided to hold a Public Meeting but he understood other Members were not in favour of raising money for capital projects as this would increase costs to our residents.  The Borough Council is holding a large Meeting today to look at ways to cut costs.  He felt we should not go on to hold a Public Meeting, but to find out what the Members of the Town Council feel about proceeding with the matter at this time and to defer any further action.

Councillor Pote understood but he did not think we should be down-hearted because of the global situation.  The Borough Ward Initiative is continuing with £625 for each Borough Councillor, and the £10,000 for each County Councillor is also to continue although this will not be available until after June.  Councillor Mrs Brown said she is thinking of a new handrail from Cabot Close to help people walk up there.  Councillor Pote has contacted the Borough Council to see if a cycle rack could be provided and Mr Chester has sent him some information about this, which was one of the selected projects.  If it is the general opinion this evening that a Public Meeting should be deferred, we could delay the final decision until the following month.  He did not think there was any purpose in letting people think we could carry out some of these projects.  Councillor Spendlove was also concerned and agreed with Councillor Jones that we should wait and see whether we will be forced to raise a precept before we suggest this to the residents.  Councillor Cross felt we should cancel this for the time being as even a newsletter will cost money.  Councillor Pote said there is to be a Borough newsletter going out in the new year and perhaps we could have a paragraph in there from each of the other A6 towns.  Councillor Spendlove felt a newsletter could be done separately from the issue of a precept and this could be a good idea, to let people know more about the Town Council.  Councillor Cross felt the issue of the cycle racks could be put on the Agenda for the next Meeting and to defer any decision on capital projects.  A Meeting had been arranged for 15th December by the Capital Projects Working Party, but Councillors Cross and Jones did not feel they could justify attending this, and perhaps this could also be deferred and the whole issue discussed at the January Meeting.

Freedom of Information
Copies of a letter from the Information Commissioner's Office, and details of the Model Publication Scheme had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  We should publicise this before 1st January 2009, preferably by putting it on the Website.

It was MOVED by Councillor Spendlove, SECONDED by Councillor Cross and RESOLVED that the Clerk should endeavour to do this.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Brown and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee




Service or Goods


Amount
Mrs C E Mackay


Clerk's Salary



£459.00

Revenue & Customs


Tax and N I (3 months)

£447.37

Ricoh UK Limited


Photocopier Maintenance

  £28.37

Cash




Petty Cash



  £30.00
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ADMISSION OF PRESS  & PUBLIC
In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was AGREED that the 

Press and Public be asked to withdraw.

  

