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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL
A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 12th August 2008 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor A J Mills

In the Chair

Councillor Mrs C M Brown

Councillor C W Cross

Councillor D W Jones

Councillor N A Matthew

Councillor A C Pote

Councillor R D Roebuck

Councillor M W Spendlove (8.15 pm)

Councillor K R Unger

175
PRAYERS
Before the business of the Council commenced, the Revd Canon George Burgon said Prayers and mentioned the Olympic Games and the spirit of friendship between Nations this can bring about, those people serving in Iraq and Afghanistan and the closure of a Care Home in the area.

176
APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from the Chairman and Councillor Sumpter, and from Councillor Spendlove who would be obliged to join the Meeting late.

177
COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
PC Jim O'Hara and PCSO Jason Parish were present and copies of the crime figures for July were available at this Meeting.  PC O'Hara said that the 22 Other Crimes on the list were mainly the drive-offs from the A14 Garage.  As to the robbery at the Nationwide Building Society, enquiries are continuing on this.

Councillor Mrs Brown reported that a week ago there was an accident at Blue Bridge in Glendon Road, mainly caused by a lorry travelling towards Kettering.  There is a 7.5 tonne weight restriction so no lorries should be travelling along that road.  PC O'Hara will try and monitor this to stop lorry drivers breaking the weight restriction.  As to the 30 mph zones in Rothwell, some Counties have count-down boards which are sign-posted before the limit to warn drivers they are approaching this.  He felt this would slow the traffic down coming into Rothwell.  These are about one metre high with three boards before the 30 mph limit starts.

PC O'Hara was called to Montsaye where a lad was kite boarding.  He has the relevant Public Liability Insurance but he cannot get a definite reply from the School or the County that he can have permission to use this playing field.  Councillor Mrs Brown will discuss this further with PC O'Hara to see what can be done.

Police Questions from the Public
A resident said the 20 mph speed limit in High Hill Avenue is not being observed and she asked  if the Police could use the speed gun to monitor this.  Again PC O'Hara will look at doing this but as it is holiday time he is short of manpower.  The resident thought drivers from Desborough use Greening Road and High Hill Avenue as a rat run and go much too fast.

Mr West said he would like to see traffic being slowed down going out of Rothwell as well as coming in.  PC O'Hara confirmed he has checked this and several people have had their licenses endorsed.  The layout of Glendon Road is a problem for the vans but they can use those near Kipton Field.  He will continue to monitor this area.

178
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
(1)
Four shop units, The Old Bakehouse, 19 Market Hill:  a resident said work was started on this but did not conform to the original Planning Approval so there was a re-Application.  There were several objections and he understood that if there were more than two, the Application should go to the Committee but the Planning Officers gave permission themselves.  The construction which is now being put up is the amended one, but the ridge line is 6.3 metres above ground level.  Councillor Mrs Brown had taken this up and the Enforcement Officer has checked this and the building work is in line with the submitted plans.  The resident did not think they could complete the work without encroaching on private property because it is so close to the wall.  There is now also an Application for a wine bar but they were not notified about this although they had objected to the original Application.  Councillor Mrs Brown said the Planning Officers are concerned about Appeals against decisions as this would cost the Borough a lot of money.  The resident also objects to the use as a wine bar as this could be noisy at night and he felt it would affect the value of his property.   

It was AGREED to write to Cath Harvey, the Borough Head of Development Services, with copies to Peter Chaplin, the Development Control Manager, and Julia Beckett, Deputy Chief Executive who has a particular interest in planning issues, to ask them to clarify the decision and why this did not go to Committee, and to ask for a Site Meeting with the resident.

(2)
Recycling Bins:  a resident had been asked by a disabled friend to say that she was not happy that the recycling bins had been moved to the bottom of Kettering Road as elderly people cannot manage to reach these, especially if they have to use a mobility scooter.  The roadside bins are only collected once a fortnight and sometimes the boxes get full and not everyone has room for more than one.  It is inaccessible and dangerous to get to the Brachers Allotments access.  Councillor Mills explained that this is a balance between convenience and accessibility.  Another resident was very happy that they had been moved as people did not think they should be there and a lot of rubbish was left by the bins.  Councillor Jones said the Town Council had wanted these moved because this has cleaned up the Market Hill Square.  We are also having four disabled parking spaces so we need the extra parking spaces freed up by removing the recycling bins.  The Town Council previously decided to monitor the situation for six months as from Rowell Fair and we will do this.

Mara Lloyd at the Borough Council can assist and anyone can have extra boxes, and the Refuse Collectors will take these out for people with mobility problems.  We have had visitors ask why we have those ugly bins in the centre of the Conservation Area, and the situation is that we cannot please everyone.

(3)
Groococks Factory Site:  residents from Gordon Street were present at the Meeting and were still unhappy with the work here.  The Site Foreman has not got back to them about what is to happen with the wall and they still feel this is dangerous and too close to their rear walls so people will be able to get over into their properties.  One resident did let us have photographs and these were sent to the Borough.  The whole area is like a building site.  The residents have spoken to the Police several times about vandals and how easy it will be for them to get into their gardens with this wall.  They start work at 7.00 am, although they did promise not to start until 8.00 am and also occasionally work on Saturday mornings.  The contractor's lorries and vans are still parked in the road and are left there all day, although they said they would move them after they were unloaded.  If the residents ask them to move their vehicles they are very rude, and the noise and bad language from the site is disturbing.  They have started putting the windows in but because the lintels are not safe they have to remove these and put reinforcements in so they wondered if this would extend the construction period.  Councillor Sumpter has looked at this with the Site Foreman and he agrees it is unsatisfactory.  There is a lot of dirt on the houses and cars.  Councillor Pote was thanked for arranging for the rubbish to be collected the week the street was closed.

It was AGREED to write to Cath Harvey on this matter also, with copies to Peter Chaplin and Julia Beckett,  and ask for a Site Meeting here as well as for 19 Market Hill.

There are now potholes in the surface of the road because of the extra vehicles.  It was AGREED to report this to Street Doctor and ask them to inspect the whole street to see what needs to be done.

The footpath between the back of the houses in Gordon Street and Manor Park also has a lot of litter, glass and dog mess on and Councillor Mrs Brown will report this.  

(4)
Library Seat:  there is now only one seat in front of the Library, but we had thought there was not room for two now the bus shelter was there.  However, it was thought it would be better to have a seat further along, rather than behind the shelter.  It was AGREED to ask if this is to be returned.

(5)
Seats, Squires Hill:  these are still a mess, although the Borough does wash them, and it was felt that the fact that the trees have not been trimmed back does encourage more birds there.  It was AGREED to write to the Borough Arboricultural Officer that the tree cover in Squires Hill is too dense which encourages more birds so there is always a lot of mess on the seats.  We had been given slightly incorrect information that all trees should be left to grow naturally, as the British Standards provided by the Borough states that this is not always possible in the built environment and we will mention this.

(6)
Health Centre Bus Stop:  Mr West had received a copy of the Report of the Meeting which says the nearest bus stop is only 400 yards from the Centre, but this is still a long way for some people.   The Town Council agrees, but has been informed that a bus stop cannot safely be put at the Health Centre itself with the new crossing in the area.  Mr West felt this was a County matter and perhaps County Councillor Pote could assist but we have already taken this up with them.  The Town Council had been informed from the beginning that there would be a bus service to the new Health Centre and assumed this meant there would be a bus stop there.  Councillor Pote will mention this again to the relevant County Councillors and Officers but he did not think we would succeed.  It was felt that visibility was the problem which is why we had been informed a bus stop could not be put there safely.  Although there is a bus stop near the crossing in the High Street, the stop has been there a very long time and the regulations are much tighter now.  No consideration was given to a stop when the road layout was planned for the Centre.  The Town Council has asked what is to happen with the old Health Centre building, but we have not yet had any response.

179
MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Matthew, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Brown and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th July 2008 be confirmed and signed.

180
HIGHWAYS

High Street & Kettering Road
A Meeting had been arranged with Mr Andrew Leighton, County Highways Parking Manager, to look at these areas the following morning.  The Clerk had also asked him to comment on the proposed locations for the planters in the High Street.

Street Cleaning
A reply had been received from the Borough Street Cleansing Manager that there is the mechanical pavement sweeper designated solely to Rothwell, and he has instructed the operative to pay particular attention to our areas of concern.  In addition, a large channel and gutter sweeper, along with the new small sweeper, visits Rothwell on a monthly cycle.

Columbus Crescent
We had received notification of the Order to close Columbus Crescent when this street has the re-surfacing work carried out.

Highways Service Review
The questionnaire mentioned at the last Meeting had been received, and the Chairman and Clerk had responded to this and returned it by the deadline of 23rd July 2008.

Manor Road/Moorfield Road
It had been mentioned that there was some confusion about Manor Road and Moorfield Road, in particular No.53 in both streets.  The resident had asked the Clerk if the street nameplate for Manor Road could be moved slightly as currently it is in front of 53 Moorfield Road.  It was AGREED to ask for this to be done.

The resident had also told Councillor Roebuck that previously there was a sign on the house to indicate that this was 53 Moorfield Road, but now this is tenanted the sign is not there.  It was FURTHER AGREED to ask the letting agents if they could forward a letter from the Town Council to the owner asking if a sign could be put back there.

A43 Stakeholder Meeting
We had received notification that this was to take place on 1st August 2008, and the Chairman had hoped to be able to attend.

Street Nameplate
It was reported that the street nameplate for Slade Valley Avenue at the junction with Kipton Field had disappeared.  It was AGREED to ask for this to be replaced.

Overgrown Trees and Bushes

There used to be a fence along the footway between Trinity Road and Harrington Road, but now there are conifer trees by No.17 Trinity Road which have grown too large and overhang the area.  In addition, rubbish is continually dumped there.

It was AGREED to ask Street Doctor to get these conifers trimmed back, and to ask the Borough if they could write to the occupier and ask them to clear out the rubbish and trim the trees.

The hedge by No.2 Harrington Road has also grown over the footpath and obstructs this.  It was AGREED to report this to Street Doctor.

Rushton Road
It was reported that there is a large pothole in Rushton Road, just past Styles Lodge.  It was AGREED to report this to Street Doctor..

Councillor Spendlove joined the Meeting at 8.15 pm.

B576 Rothwell to Desborough
We had received a letter from the County Council that they propose to introduce a shared cycleway and footway with new street lighting between Rothwell and Desborough.  The new lighting will automatically restrict the road to 30 mph, and therefore they propose to de-restrict the road so that it remains at 60 mph.  A drawing was enclosed showing the extent of the proposed de-restriction but this did not show details of the cycleway/footway.  The County wanted any comments the Town Council might have.

Councillor Cross did not think it was a good idea to have pedestrians and cyclists on the same footpath, but it was believed that both use this at the present time.  It was AGREED to ask for more details of the new shared path, including the width and whether there will be any separation between pedestrians and cyclists.

As to the de-restriction, it was MOVED by Councillor Jones and SECONDED by Councillor Spendlove that we ask for the speed limit to be 50 mph.


Voting



For the Motion

6


Voting



Against the Motion

2

The Motion was therefore Carried.  County Councillor Pote did not vote as he had submitted his own comments.

181
PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
Councillor Spendlove reported that we had received an E-mail from the agent for the owner of 26 Crispin Street asking for a Meeting with the Town Council on the new proposal for an apartment building of up to ten units.  After consultation with the Chairman and Councillor Jones, we had responded that it was not felt there would be any useful purpose in a Meeting, as the only formal comments by the Council will be made in response to a Planning Application submitted to us through Kettering Borough Council.

We had notified of appeals in respect of Applications KET/2007/0136 for residential development on land to the south of Harrington Road, and KET/2008/0211 for a dwelling on land adjoining 49 Rushton Road.  Application KET/2008/0528 for a new dwelling at Treesway, Rushton Road had been withdrawn.

The following Refusal had been received:-

KET/2008/0531
30 Rushton Road – Dropped kerbs.

The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2008/0277
30 Cecil Street – Demolition of office and erection of two dwellings.

KET/2008/0345
North Kettering Business Park West – B8 and ancillary B1.

KET/2008/0493
25 Columbus Crescent – Extension.

KET/2008/0498
M & M Auto's Site, Desborough Road – Six dwellings.

The following Applications had been received and dealt with by the Planning Referee:-

KET/2008/.0661
103 Connolly Drive – Extension.

KET/2008.0661
15 & 17 Castle Hill – Change of Use to Nursery.

The Clerk reported that the following additional Approval had been received, and Councillor Spendlove declared a pecuniary interest as the Applicant:-

KET/2008/0489
Sandy Hill Farm, Lamport Road – Replace existing farm building with 


new grain store.

On the list of Planning Applications there were several in connection with advertisements on roundabouts in the area, including those at Rothwell and Desborough, so it seems that some progress is being made here.  However, as with Applications for work on trees in Conservation Areas, we did not get a copy of the actual Application.

Land adjoining 31 Manor Road
We had received an acknowledgement from the Borough Planning Department to our enquiry about parking spaces at this new property.  It was AGREED to chase a response as to what action there were to take.

1-3 Bell Hill
Copies of the reply from the Borough Planning Department about this property had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  This explained that no enforcement notices had been served but the occupier has been requested to remove an unauthorised sign on the west elevation of the building.  They enclosed a copy of the guide to advertisements.  In respect of the door positions, the Borough is more concerned with the overall appearance of the shop front which does not include the historic details and characteristics which were included in the original Application, and the position of the door is a less significant issue in this case.  

182
ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Groococks Factory Development
We still need three names for this development, and the Clerk had been told that this is now urgent.  Some residents of Gordon Street were still present and put forward their views.  It was AGREED to ask for the following names:-

· Groocock Court for the flats in the refurbished factory building

· Cordwainer Court for the new flats

· Clicker Close for the town houses.

Dental Practice
We had received a reply from the Northamptonshire Teaching Primary Care Trust that they have now spoken to the Practice and the reason why it is currently closed is that it is currently under refurbishment and should be ready in early August 2008.  The Practice has put a notice in the window giving details of the Desborough Surgery and contact numbers.  They confirmed that the Desborough Practice will see patients from Rothwell.

It was AGREED to write back that despite what they say, we have heard that the Rothwell Practice has closed, and there is no sign of any refurbishment work being carried out at the present time, so it seems unlikely this will re-open this month.

Bus Services
Copies of the new timetables had been circulated prior to this Meeting, together with a letter from a resident of Playford Close, asking if service 18 could go up Sharman Way, along Connolly Drive and then connect with Slade Valley Avenue and Kipton Field.  This would help people who have difficulty walking to catch the bus.

It was felt that there could be other requests of a similar nature throughout the town and Stagecoach could not do this for everyone.  Councillor Unger agreed that if you re-route this, it would take part of Slade Valley Avenue out and a lot of people catch the bus from there.  It was felt the letter is contradictory and most of the addresses on the petition are easily accessible to the existing bus stops.

It was AGREED to send a copy of the letter and petition to Stagecoach first that although the Town Council is not requesting any such change we would welcome their views. 

Borough Events
Councillor Pote reported that the Borough Walkabout in Rothwell, with the Chief Executive, Head of Housing and others would take place at 2.30 pm on Wednesday, 17th September 2008 to look at all sorts of issues which affect the town.

In addition Operation Kleen Sweep is taking place around the middle of September again this year and will follow up any relevant matters raised at the Walkabout.

Tommy Nichols Seat
It was confirmed that this seat is in place, and being used by residents.  It was not known if this was repaired in situ.

Youth Festival
Councillor Mrs Brown reported that this had taken place and had been a success, although they had hoped that more young people would have attended.  However, the Youth Group hope to arrange another one, when perhaps more of our younger residents will come along.  

Library Garden
Councillor Mrs Brown said this garden will be cleared by the Henley Centre over the next few weeks, and they will then be able to plant the bulbs donated by the Borough Council.

Traveller Camps

It was reported that there are three unauthorised traveller camps again in Harrington Road, one next to the last house in Harrington Road, one on the old Orton Road and one on the old Lamport Road.  It was AGREED to report this to the Traveller Unit, with a copy of the letter to Mr Chris Stopford at the Borough Council.

Burning of Rubbish
It was reported that the occupiers of a house opposite Montsaye Community College were causing a problem with burning rubbish, including paint tins.  This was noted and the other residents in that area should be advised to telephone the Environmental Health Department if this happens again.

Droué Sign
The Clerk reported that the Borough Council will remove this sign and the post and the Twinning Committee has agreed to this.  The Chairman of the Committee wondered if it would be possible for him to attend a Site Meeting immediately after the next Council Meeting in order to try and resolve the issue of re-siting this sign.

It was MOVED by Councillor Jones, SECONDED by Councillor Spendlove and RESOLVED that we respond to the Twinning Committee that perhaps this could be placed in the Library garden near the wall of No.1 Bell Hill, once the garden has been tidied up, provided we can obtain permission for this.

183
MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Possible Capital Projects
It was confirmed that the next Meeting has been arranged for 28th August, and a notice to this effect had been circulated.

Casual Vacancy
We had received a letter from the Borough Electoral Service Manager that if a request in writing is received, the election to fill the casual vacancy for the Trinity Ward will take place on 18th September.

Parish Plan
We had now received the relevant pack, entitled "Improving Your Village" which is the information which ACRE issue as the first stage of the Parish/Town Plan process.  The maximum level of grant is £3,000 and we will need to consider whether this sum will be adequate for our requirements.  He understood that Rothwell produced a Town Plan a few years ago under a different funding regime.  This is not the case, but he might be thinking of the Red Lion Square report, produced by the Market Towns Initiative.  The pack is rather long, and this will be considered further in due course.

Sport in the Borough
Copies of the questionnaire recently produced by the Borough had been circulated prior to this Meeting, for information to be passed on to any residents who might like to complete this.

Age Concern

A letter had been received from Age Concern asking if there is a Befriending Service in the town, and if we could complete a short questionnaire on this.  It was AGREED to take no action. 

184
FINANCIAL REPORT
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  She explained that on the statement the payment for the photocopier maintenance was stated as going to NRG Group as usual, but in fact this firm is now trading under the name of its parent company, Ricoh UK Ltd. and the cheque form is in this name.  It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Cross and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee




Service or Goods


Amount

Mrs C E Mackay


Clerk's Salary



£449.00

British Telecom


Phone Bill



£143.80

Colemans



Printer Cartridge


  £28.99

Ricoh UK Limited


Photocopier Maintenance

  £34.84

Cash




Petty Cash



  £20.00

The Clerk also explained that we had not received the original phone bill so the amount is taken from the reminder.  We do not therefore have a breakdown of the costs, but British Telecom would be sending us a duplicate.  As to the balance of £13,665.59, this is larger than the previous year because the Borough Council had sent us the whole amount of our grant at the beginning of the year, rather than in two instalments.  To compare the balance with the previous year, £6,000 should be added to the 2007 figure for each month.  We do have a fairly healthy amount remaining, and some Members felt we could consider proceeding with a newsletter.  There is a Meeting shortly on possible capital projects and this will be considered in more detail then.

The Meeting closed at 9.40 pm.










Chairman
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