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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL
A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 8th April 2008 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor N A Matthew

Chairman
Councillor Mrs C M Brown

Councillor C W Cross

Councillor D W Jones

Councillor A J Mills

Councillor A C Pote

Councillor R D Roebuck

Councillor M W Spendlove (8.25 pm)

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot

Councillor K R Unger

127
PRAYERS
Before the business of the Council commenced, the Revd Canon George Burgon said Prayers, and mentioned people working in Social Services and the Police Force dealing with children at risk, the forthcoming Olympic Games, and those residents who had died since the last Meeting.

128
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
The Clerk confirmed that she had received the completed Declaration of Acceptance of Office form duly completed by Councillor Roebuck, the newly elected Member of the Town Council.  The Chairman welcomed him to his first Meeting and reminded all the Members that they are unpaid volunteers so he hoped that everyone would make decisions by consensus whenever possible.

129
APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillors Howe and Sumpter, and from Councillor Spendlove who would be obliged to join the Meeting late.

130
COMMUNITY POLICING
No Police Officer was yet present but the Chairman asked if anyone had any queries, which we would pass on to them.

(a)
Rothwell Library:  Youths are still hanging around outside the Library and Councillor Unger reported that the previous Friday, at 8.30 to 9.00 pm there were about 30 of them there, intimidating people and kicking bottles around.  This was reported to the Police but as it was a busy evening, he did not know if they attended.  Our PCSOs are aware of this problem but it was AGREED to remind them this is still happening.

(b)
Churchill Close:  there is a problem at the storage yard off Glendon Road because youths are gathering at the rear of the Catholic Church from about 6.00 pm and throwing heavy items over in the yard and have damaged some of the machinery there.  The resident is also concerned because his grandchildren play in the adjoining garden.  Councillor Mrs Brown has raised this with PC Cotterell.  The resident is even looking to see if he can purchase that land to secure it.  It is thought some of the items are being taken from behind the Glendon Road Garage and she is trying to see if this can be cleared away.  It was AGREED to also report this to our PCSOs.

(c)
Greening Road Park: a resident reported that there are still problems with vandalism and broken bottles and other rubbish in the play area here.  He has spoken to Mr Young at the Borough Council, who told him this is the most vandalised play area in the whole Borough.  He has not seen the PCSOs patrolling there although they have said they do this.  It was AGREED to send this information to the PCSOs, and to ask them to make sure that Sgt Hopkins and PC O'Hara also receive this.

131
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
(1)
Green Cemetery:  a resident said it was in the local press that part of this has been set apart, but she had wanted to have a plot and had to pay £50.  This issue has not been put before the Town Council by the Borough Council, but this is the green cemetery for the whole Borough, and not just Rothwell.  At Re-organisation in 1974 Rothwell was swallowed up by Kettering Borough Council which means that the cemetery is now owned by them, but perhaps an area of the green cemetery could be reserved for Rothwell.  There are several parts to the cemetery as follows:-

· traditional consecrated

· traditional unconsecrated

· lawn consecrated

· lawn unconsecrated

· green.

It was AGREED to write to the Borough to ask what is happening and how long they think the Rothwell Cemetery will be sufficient for burials in the Borough.

(2)
Bus Shelter:  it is nice to see this, but it would also be good to have a timetable as the bus times have recently altered.  There are details of the new times in the Library.

(3)
Care Homes:  a resident reported that you now have to pay £70 per week if a relative goes into care.  The Town Council was not aware of this, as it is a County matter.

(4)
Postal Service:  a lot of people in the town are not getting their letters, or these are deliverd wrongly.  A resident contacted Royal Mail and her MP who has not yet answered.  It was felt that the problem occurs when the regular postman is away.  It was felt that a lot of the problems are because of the re-naming of areas, i.e. there is now Oxford Mews off Oxford Street and there could be a misunderstanding so post was delivered to the right number but in the wrong street.  There was a similar situation in Cross Street some time ago.  The Town Council is consulted on new street names, but perhaps we should also be asked about the numbers.  There is a security problem here particularly with identify fraud.  

It was AGREED to write to the Royal Mail Sorting Office in Kettering to ask the postmen to be careful about this, with a copy to Philip Hollobone MP.

(5)
Kettering Town Centre:  Mr West said this is suppposed to be pedestrianised but there are still a lot of vehicles going through, and vehicles parked there and in Newland Street.  There is only a part-time Traffic Warden which is not enough to deal with this.  It was explained that after October the Borough will be employing at least three Traffic Wardens, some of whom will also be visiting the other towns in the Borough.  They are also looking at a barrier system in Kettering High Street to stop vehicles going through.

(6)
Bus Stops outside the Medical Centre:  it was reported that a resident had walked to the Health Centre from Columbus Crescent and it took a fit person 20 minutes to do this.  The Chairman explained that the Town Council was united it its opposition to the location for the Health Centre and got them to look at about 18 other sites.  We were disappointed, and the response we have had is that the public transport is deemed to be sufficient because the bus stops are about 200 metres from the Medical Centre.  The Town Council does not accept this but we have not been able to persuade them otherwise.  It was also mentioned that patients from Desborough are being sent there, and one day the car park was not large enough.

(7)
Recycling Centre:  Mr West said that two of the banks were full for about five weeks.  Councillor Mrs Brown will check the frequency these are being emptied and whether they are still having access problems.

(8)
Dirty Streets:  Mr West said there is a lot of dog mess in the town centre.  There are also still cigarette ends outside some of the pubs, particularly the Red Lion and the Blue Bell.  The drain cleaner was around, but there are still some which are blocked, as follows, and it was AGREED to report these:-

· two outside Age Concern

· one outside The White House.

(9)
Double Kerb, Glendon Road:  this needs to be swept as they only do one part.  Councillor Mrs Brown will see if this can be done from the Blue Bell to No.16 Glendon Road.

(10)
Bollard, Glendon Road:  the bollard at the rear of Abishot has been uprooted and the tarmac raised, although it is still there.  Mr West thought this was done on Friday, 4th April by a Rigid Containers lorry.

(11)
Speeding, Glendon Road:  the Police camera has been looking at vehicles coming into the town, but this also needs to be done for those going out.  It was explained that they cannot do this in the other direction because of lack of visibility , but perhaps they could now use the small speed gun.  The Chairman explained that there are plans for a build-out and a vehicle actuated sign in Glendon Road.  The Town Council also finds it frustrating to have to wait for these matters to actually be carried out.  The PCSOs are putting notices on incorrectly parked vehicles, and with the extension of the double yellow lines in Bridge Street we will be asking for better enforcement.  Councillor Pote said the cost of the changes in Bridge Street and four disabled parking spaces is £3,500 which is coming out of his County Ward Grant, and he has spent £6,000 on the bus shelter so he has £500 left to put towards next year.

(12)
Greening Road Park:  a resident said that in this wet weather you cannot easily get to the play area because there is no path.  The area is worse than it has ever been.  The Borough say they clean the Park on a daily basis, and they are to employ another man to tackle broken glass and bad behaviour.  The area was supposed to have been cleaned today, but this was not done.  The bins have not been emptied for weeks.  The dog mess bin at the bottom has been pulled out of the ground and smells.  This morning at 8.00 am he removed a lot of broken glass from the bottom of the slide and brought this to show us.  He understood that the £32,000 to improve this area is not now forthcoming.  It was thought the consultation is to take place in the middle of this year so nothing can be done until the next financial year.  The electrical sub-station now only has a temporary fence around it.  Councillor Mrs Talbot has been in touch with the Portfolio Holder for Leisure, Councillor Russell Roberts, and they are willing to attend a Site Meeting.  The priority this year is the Community Centre but Councillor Roberts has been asked to keep Greening Road under review.  We had hoped there would be the rubber surface this year, as this can be cleaned properly.  Councillor Mrs Brown would also like to attend the Site Meeting.  The Chairman will be informed of the date to see if he can go.  It was felt the Borough should have a Health and Safety policy in place.  There was a report in the local paper about £1m going towards children playing.  However, this is a Government scheme so it is unlikely there will be a lot of money for this area.  Councillor Pote will raise this at the County Council.  The resident thought we paid our Council Tax but we do not get any improvements here in Rothwell.

It was AGREED to raise the issue of the Greening Road Park play area on the E-mail to the Safer Community Team.  

132
MINUTES
Subject to the amendment to the amount of the Clerk's salary, it was MOVED by Councillor Unger, SECONDED by Councillor Mills and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th March 2008 be confirmed and signed.

133
HIGHWAYS
A14 Obstruction by Lorries
A reply had been received from the Highways Agency Bedford Office that they are aware of the HGVs parking along footways and cycleways on the north side of the A14 eastbound between Rothwell and Kettering, through close liaison with the County whilst dealing with boundary issues in the area.  It would seem that, although double yellow lines appear along various lengths of the road, a current 'No Waiting' Order is not in place.  Resolution of the boundary issues will clarify the respective areas of highway for which they and the County are responsible and once this is known they can take steps to process the Order, which will hopefully alleviate the HGV parking problem.

It was felt that the double yellow lines will not make any difference and the Town Council wanted a physical barrier.  The Police are trying to pursue this with the Highways Agency.

A14 Improvement Proposals  
The Clerk had received a telephone call from the North Northants Development Company that Simon Evans, their Chief Executive, and a representative from the Highways Agency could meet the Town Council on the morning of either the 6th or 13th May.  It was AGREED to arrange this for 10.30 am on Tuesday, 6th May.

Rothwell & Desborough Roundabouts
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 17th March 2008 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  There were two minor errors in that on line seven of the second paragraph it should read "marketing opportunities" and the third line from the end should refer to "public art" and not publicity.  Subject to these amendments, it was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Pote and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

It was felt it would be nice to see some of the old Balls Foundry machinery on one of the roundabouts. 

Traffic Signs

We had received a response from the County Council about the signs in Kettering Road that both these amendments will be added to their small works list for consideration in the 2008/09 programme.  Mr Andrews was fairly sure they could remove the 'slippery road ahead' warning sign because of the minimal cost involved.  However, amending the information sign will need further consideration due to the higher costs involved.  He will update the customer who made the initial suggestions of the future consideration process.

Kettering Road
A reply had been received from Deejak that they have requested their site operators to take care to minimise mud on the road.  On days when it is inevitable that mud is taken onto the highway, they have, and will continue to, hire a road sweeper.

Highways Representatives Scheme
Copies of the February edition of Rep's Review had been circulated prior to this Meeting, for information.

134
ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Rothwell Parks
An E-mail had been received from the Borough Asset Development Manager regarding two issues, as follows:-

(1)
Fishponds, Manor Park:  Ms Bellamy had spoken to her colleagues in Development Services, who have advised that there will not be a dedicated Conservation Officer, but the Environment team might offer input into projects such as this.  Both Development and Community Services will need to know exactly what involvement is being sought before committing to a project, but they will not have any capacity to look at new projects until they are well on the way to delivering their key service plan objectives for 1008/09.  Ms Bellamy asked to be kept informed, and if we are able to identify funding for the feasibility study, this might allow greater priority for staff resources to be applied and she would be happy to attend another Meeting.

(2)
Greening Road Park:  the priority for Rothwell is to carry out consultation to agree the vision for this open space and play area, and then to see how this might be funded.  The main priority project in Rothwell is the Community Centre.  The integrity of the building is an issue and will affect the proposed refurbishment, so more funding is required to address the identified issue.  She will let us know more about this in due course.

It was mentioned that Greening Road Park used to accommodate events such as a circus and donkey derby, but with the play area in the centre there is not a large enough space left, so one of the ideas is to move this to one end of the Park.  We have also asked for better lighting there.

Bus Services
There is a new timetable for service 18, which no longer goes to Desborough or Market Harborough.  However, this will still go to the top of Greening Road so it will be as close to the new Health Centre as previously.  It was pointed out that people living on the west side of the town can only get to the Health Centre by bus, not get back again because the bus now goes straight back to Kettering along Glendon Road.  

It was AGREED to write to Stagecoach and the Primary Care Trust about this problem for people living in, say, the Moorfield Road area to get back home by bus after visiting the Health Centre.

New Street Names
We had received a telephone call from the Borough Council that they now need two more street names for the Bovis development off Jubilee Street.  It was AGREED that we would like the name 'Charter' for one of the main streets through this development, as it is known as Charter Park.  As to other names from the list, we would like King John and Halberdier.

They also need a new name for the development on the garden of 46 Kettering Road, and the developer suggests Red Hall Gardens.  Members were reminded that Doctor Lawson-Mathew lived and worked at 46 Kettering Road for many years. 

It was therefore MOVED by Councillor Mrs Brown, SECONDED by Councillor Jones and RESOLVED that we would like the name 'Lawson-Mathew' to be used, if his widow was happy with this.

Tree behind the Market House
It was reported that the branches of this tree are now so low that Mr Denton does not think he will be able to put anything there during Rowell Fair.  We had received a reply from the Borough Arboricultural Development Officer that this London plane tree will be pruned before it is in leaf.  However, the only pruning work currently required to the trees in Squires Hill is crown lifting.  This latter work is non-essential and as such, higher priority work in the Borough is being carried out in preference.

The trees planted in Manor Park are of a larger stock size so as to make them less susceptible to vandalism, and underground staking was used making above-ground guards unnecessary.  In their experience above-ground guarding often attracts vandalism rather than preventing it.  They mentioned that new trees were also planted in Columbus Crescent open space.  It was AGREED to ask for the London plane to be pruned before the Fair starts to arrive on 14th May.

Greening Road Park
It was reported that the rubbish is still in Greening Road Park behind the dog litter bin, and Councillor Mrs Brown will find out why this has not been taken away.

Councillor Spendlove joined the Meeting at 8.30 pm.

Overgrown Hedge
Councillor Unger reported that the hedge at the junction of Castle Hill and School Lane, next to the garage on the corner, is overgrown and forcing pedestrians into the road.  It was AGREED to report this.

Lamport Road
It was reported that the litter has been picked up from the Lamport Road, and the A14 is being cleansed at the present time.  The traveller's camp which was on the old Lamport Road has gone for the time being, and the Borough Council has tidied this up.

Former Health Centre Building
The Primary Care Trust indicated that they were looking for another health service use for this, but Councillor Mrs Brown thought this would make a perfect meeting place for the town as it is central and on one storey.  

Market House
Councillor Cross said that we are not getting any cleaning done in this building but he was not certain who was responsible for this.  Councillor Pote thought the Preservation Trust should organise this, but the Borough Council agreed in the Licence for the Town Council use that they would clean this, but they stopped when they moved out of their Collection Office.  They have said that they will clean before their Lease of the ground floor expires at the end of April.  

Annual Parish Meeting
This is usually held the week after the normal May Meeting, but as this would be during Rowell Fair, it was AGREED the Annual Parish Meeting would be at 7.30 pm on Tuesday, 27th May 2008 in the Trinity Centre, if possible.

Rothwell Library

The Borough Customer Services Manager had confirmed that they do not have any plans to extend their current opening hours at Rothwell Library at the present time, but they will continue to monitor the use of the centre, as well as customer satisfaction which remains very high.

135
PLANNING
Report of the Planning Referee
Councillor Spendlove was now present at the Meeting, and presented his Report.  Councillor Mrs Brown declared an Interest as a Member of the Borough Planning Committee, and Councillors Mills and Unger declared Interests in their Applications, although these were only mentioned as a report on the outcomes.  The following Refusals were received:-

KET/2008/0012
Land at 46 Kettering Road – Variation of footway provision.

KET/2008/0085
Land to rear of 85, 85a and 85b Littlewood Street – 3 bungalows.

The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2007/0598
Land adjoining 57 Harrington Road – 2 houses.

KET/2008/0030
45 Rushton Road – House.

KET/2008/0031
43 Playford Close – Extensions.

KET/2008/0038
9-11 High Street – New shop front.

KET/2008/0047
10 Tresham Street – Conversion of storage building to office, living area 


and new bedroom with link to existing house.

KET/2008/0075
32 Slade Valley Avenue – Extension and porch.

KET/2008/0090
19 Raleigh Close – Extension.

KET/2008/0121
10 Moorfield Green – Extension.

The following Applications had been received and either dealt with by the Planning Referee or the observations were agreed at this Meeting, as stated:-

KET/2008/0191
2 Castle Hill – Change of Use, Flat to A2 use




No objection.

KET/2008/0195
48 Evison Road and adjoining land – Conversion of existing dwellings to  


flats, and erection of six new flats.

We object to this proposal as there would be too many units on the site with insufficient off-road parking, especially as this street is already grossly congested with parked vehicles (particularly during the evenings and weekends).  Any additional vehicles here could also obstruct the vehicular access to the houses to the rear of Nos. 29 and 31 Evison Road.

KET/2008/0210
20 Tennyson Road – Conservatory.




No objection.

KET/2008/0211
Land adjoining 49 Rushton Road – Dwelling.




No objection, provided the County Highways Department is satisfied any 


extra vehicles will not cause a problem.

KET/2008/0244
80 Rushton Road – Extensions.




No objection.

KET/2008/0263
Garages, Castle Hill/Tresham Street – Demolish garages and construct 


bungalow.

We object to this proposal as the bungalow would be on a corner plot at the junction of two busy streets near Rothwell Junior School, and the traffic flow here will significantly increase when the flats on the site of the old Rifle Band Club are completed and occupied.  This would be over-development of the site, which means there is not sufficient room for off-road parking.  There are two mature and healthy trees next to the site, which it is important to retain as they add to the street scene on the edge of the Conservation Area, and development here would harm these.

KET/2008/0261
The Old Bakery, 19 Market Hill – Four shop units for A1 use.




No objection.

KET/2008/0265
12 Gibbons Drive – Extensions.




No objection.

KET/2008/0277
30 Cecil street – Demolition of office and erection of 2 dwellings.

We object to this proposal because the loss of the rear parking facility means that two units would be over-development and only one dwelling with off-road parking is suitable for this site.

Borough Planning Policies
It was reported that the developers of Site 8 have been advised not to appeal at the present time because the new Local Development Framework will come out shortly.  Although the previous Application was granted, this is not recorded as such because the s.106 agreement was not signed.  At the last Borough Meeting, they were minded to build a lorry park in the Borough and they might look at using Site 8 for this, which would create about 20 jobs.

Copy E-mails had been circulated in connection with a Rothwell resident who was aggrieved because he had been led to believe by a Planning Officer that he would receive consent for kennels, a cattery and pet food shop at West Lodge Rural Centre near Desborough, but after he put in the work and paid the fee, he is now informed that he will not get permission.  The Borough refers to Policy 7 of the Local Plan, that planning permission for development within the open countryside will not be granted unless otherwise provided for in that Plan.  Although the Local Plan is now virtually redundant, the Planning Officers do use it when they wish.  Councillor Mrs Brown has copied the Desborough Town Councillors, and is asking for this application to go before a Committee.

136
MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Precepts
Councillor Pote has spoken to Councillor Zanger of Burton Latimer, and asked him whether he and his Clerk would be prepared to come and talk to us about what they do with raising a precept.  

It was AGREED to write to the Clerk to Burton Latimer Town Council and refer to this conversation, and ask if he and Councillor Zanger would come along to talk to us at an evening Meeting in the Market House, and to let us have a couple of suitable dates.

Code of Conduct
Copies of the Newsletter from the Standards Board had been circulated prior to this Meeting, for information.  It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Pote and RESOLVED that this be accepted.

Public Catalogue Foundation
Another letter had been received from the Catalogue County Co-ordinator for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire that it is very rare indeed for a Council to decline to participate, and asking if he could include our paintings if they do not illustrate the one causing concern.  It was AGREED to take no action here.

Rothwell Library
Councillor Mrs Talbot reported that the Library no longer puts up posters of events in the town in the lobby.  There is a file for people to look at instead, and in the lobby they have County information on one side, and Borough information on the other.

137
FINANCIAL REPORT

The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Talbot and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee





Service or Goods

Amount
BT Payment Services (Paid 28.3.08)

Phone and Broadband

£158.38

Mrs C E Mackay



Clerk's Salary


£449.20

Symantec Limited



Norton Anti-Virus

  £39.93

Cash





Petty Cash


  £10.00

138
ADMISSION OF PRESS  & PUBLIC
In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was AGREED that the press and public be asked to withdraw.



