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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL

A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 9th October 2007 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor N A Matthew

Chairman
Councillor Mrs C M Brown

Councillor C W Cross

Councillor D W Jones

Councillor A J Mills

Councillor M W Spendlove

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot

Councillor A Whitlam

66
PRAYERS
Before the business of the Council commenced, the Revd Canon George Burgon said Prayers and included both the Town Council and the Borough Council, and also the troubled areas of the world including Iraq, Afghanistan and Burma.

67
APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillors Howe, Pote, Sumpter and Unger.

68
COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
Sgt Tony Hopkins was unable to attend, but PCSO Peter Firth was present at the Meeting and he went through the crime figures for September.  There were 66 crimes in total but 20 of these were drive-offs from the garage on the A14.  A youth has been arrested who was wanted for car crime.  Two more ASBO applications have been made and several youths arrested over the last six weeks.  The new speed gun has now arrived and has been used, from which there were two fixed penalty notices and two cautions.  It has just been confirmed that Northamptonshire is an improving Force.  As to the clear-up rate for drive-offs, one person was arrested for several of these.  The youth arrested for the damage in the town at the end of August and beginning of September has also caused a rise in numbers.  Councillor Mills said he had not heard anything about these offences and asked if they were to press charges and PCSO Firth confirmed this was being processed.

As to the drive-offs, we had thought the improvements to the garage on the A14 were to stop this happening.  It was asked if these could be taken out of Rothwell's figures; in particular Telford Way is no longer in our Parish and we had been informed this area would no longer be included in our figures.  

Councillor Mrs Brown has spoken to PC O'Hara about the mini-motors as there is one which goes regularly from Tennyson Road, across Greening Road Park and into Kingsley Road between 6.00 and 7.00 pm in the evening.  There is also someone with a high powered go-cart which is brought in a green and silver pick up truck and goes on the Lamport Road and the bypass.  Youths also skateboard down the centre of Slade Valley Avenue 9.00 to 9.30 pm and one was nearly knocked down recently.  PCSO Firth said we can telephone 08453 700700 and ask for this type of information to be passed to the Safer Community Team for the Rural West area, as there are usually PCSOs on duty in the evening.  They have had a problem receiving messages because of difficulty with the mast covering Rothwell but this is now being sorted out.

The speed gun has been used in Glendon Road, Rushton Road, Kettering Road and Desborough Road, and PCSO Firth is inclined to also try this in Greening Road.  It was confirmed that this can be used in the villages as well, as the Borough Councillor for the rural area put some finance into the purchase as well as those from Rothwell and Desborough.  

It was reported that there is a lot of criminal damage at the Community Centre, including youths taking tiles off the roof and throwing these around, so that water is now coming in through the roof.  We have asked for cameras to be placed in this area.  PCSO Firth suggested that they ask the Crime Prevention Officer to look at this area, and discuss the matter with the Borough Community Safety Officer.  There was a similar problem at Broughton but they took several measures which have assisted.

The PCSOs have visited the Columbus Crescent/Blythe Close Park several times but the children disappeared into the hedge when they arrived.  They have now managed to speak to them.

Police Questions from the Public
(1)
Greening Road Park:  the PCSOs do visit this area when Montsaye finishes in the afternoon, and also in the evening, and they are aware that there is a problem here.  They have spoken to some of the parents, but have never seen anyone drinking there.  A resident reported that his three-year old son cut his hand on some broken glass in the play area.  Children can now only buy cigarettes if they are over 18 but some younger ones are smoking in the Park.  The Police have spoken to the local shops.  The slide was burnt and the Borough has now replaced this but it is covered in graffiti.  The resident felt CCTV was needed here.  There is likely to be a lot of fireworks let off in this part of Rothwell.  PCSO Firth confirmed there is a Police operation to try and stop the fireworks, and their hours of work have been changed to cater for this.  They will speak to the schools and shops on this, but he felt the children were probably getting the fireworks from their parents.

(2)
Bridge Street Traffic:  Mr Garrick was here to talk about traffic conditions in Bridge Street, following the article about his concerns in the Evening Telegraph.  This item is on the Agenda and it was AGREED to bring this item forward.  He was concerned about safety in Bridge Street, on both the road and the pavement.  He had some photographs showing the congestion, especially when a vehicle parks on the double yellow lines.  The Tesco lorries are not there as often and the staff do turn vehicles away if they come at the morning peak time when children are going to school.  Some Members had felt there should be double yellow lines on both sides of the road.  The resident has organised a Rothwell Road Action Group and is receiving E-mails from residents.  The article in the newspaper stated there were seven accidents in three years, but Members could not remember one in Bridge Street during this time.  The Chairman had previously spoken to this resident and pointed out there was some mis-reporting in the paper.  There have been 13 accidents during in recent years but these were in the Bell Hill and Glendon Road areas.  We had received the statistics from the County Council some time ago and these referred to the stretch of road from Bridge Street up to and including Glendon Road, so this could have been referred to just as Bridge Street.

Some Members felt it would assist if the police could regulate the parking as the problem occurs when a vehicle is on the double yellow lines, and the resident thought there should be no parking in Bridge Street, if this would assist.  Councillor Mrs Brown has been monitoring the situation, and has seen vehicles parked in the following places:-

· on the zigzags outside the Cobblers

· outside the Bookmakers so someone could go in there

· on the double yellow lines outside the Taste of India

· a horse box by the Market House blocking the dropped kerbs

· a lorry by the Glendon Road Garage which made the footway too narrow for a motorised scooter.

The Town Council feels we do not want to completely stop parking in Bridge Street, because vehicles would then go much faster which would be even more dangerous, but when Councillor Mrs Brown sees someone parking inappropriately she toots at them and hoped others might do the same.   The Borough Council has opted out of the de-criminalised parking scheme run by the County Council as they want to have Wardens who can deal with litter and dog mess as well as parking.  She wondered if we could consider a precept to pay for one of these Wardens for Rothwell.  It was not felt we could discuss precepts at this stage.

The Chairman said the PCSOs are not allowed to issue parking tickets but at the beginning of this year, there were some notices which the PCSOs put on inappropriately parked vehicles and he wondered if this could be done again.  PCSO Firth will look at this and felt they could do this.  The Chairman said we have also previously been advised by the Police that the removal of all the parking bays in Bridge Street would inevitably lead to a race track there with vehicles going much faster, especially as the number of accidents is in direct proportion to the speed of the traffic.  PCSO Firth felt personally that there should be parking down one side because this does slow vehicles down, and he will try and find out if this is still the official Police opinion.  Councillor Mrs Talbot suggested we could have a Meeting with Mr Leighton from the County Highways Department and the Police to see if there is a way forward to improve the situation.  Councillor Cross agreed with Councillor Mrs Brown's earlier suggestion to reduce the width of the pavement but we will need the parking area.  We could ask the Borough Council if we can change the parking restrictions in Rothwell to take one or two spaces away near the Taste of India where the road starts to narrow, as we have requested previously.  We understand we cannot do this at the present time because the Borough has not joined the County scheme so there is not yet any enforcement.  There are also delivery lorries, for example to the piano shop and the chemists, so there is always going to be obstruction in Bridge Street at times.  We now have the signs back which confirm that parking is only allowed for 30 minutes in an hour, and this should be enforced.

We have asked the Borough Development Officers if the town could have a complete link road to the north of the town with the proposed new development, and this would solve a lot of the problem because it would take away the through traffic.  Perhaps the Rothwell Road Action Group could also assist by contacting the Borough Council about this.  Mr Garrick felt this additional road would assist because he is campaigning for a safer road through Rothwell.  The Chairman said we could consider the suggestions of reducing the number of parking spaces and the width of the pavement, but we do not want to do anything which would harm the shops and businesses in the town centre, because we are lucky to have these.  Tesco does use smaller vans during Rowell Fair and they no longer deliver during peak times, which is an improvement.

It was AGREED to arrange a Meeting with Mr Leighton from the County Highways Department and a representative from the Safer Community Team.  It was FURTHER AGREED to write to Mr Hammond at the Borough Council about enforcement of the de-criminalised parking scheme.

69
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

(a)
Planning Application:  a resident had brought a letter of objection to the application relating to development of land at the rear of 40 Kettering Road and this was handed to the Planning Referee.

(b)
Greening Road Park: a resident is so concerned about the juvenile nuisance here he has been in touch with Philip Hollobone MP and with Karen Russell and done until next year.  There is the bark by the play equipment but this cannot be cleaned of broken glass because you cannot see it, although the area is cleaned every day.  When the play area is refurbished, the bark will be removed but this will not be done soon enough.  There is not only broken glass, but also syringes have been found there.  He felt there needs to be CCTV there as well.  The Park was not cleaned today either because the resident had checked.  There is also a puddle under the tyre swing.  It was confirmed that the Town Council has asked for the lighting to be improved as part of the refurbishment.  

Some of the pupils from Montsaye cause the problems on their way home between 3.00 and 4.00 pm, or later in the evening.  

It was AGREED that our Borough Councillors will take this up with the Borough Council as soon as possible, and we will also write expressing our concern, especially with broken glass and syringes being found in the bark, and we would like to have CCTVs in the Greening Road and Well Lane Parks, if there is any funding available for this.  It was FURTHER AGREED to write to the Headteacher at Montsaye Community College.  It was suggested perhaps the resident could also contact the Police Crime Prevention Team.

70
MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Brown and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th September 2007 be confirmed and signed.

71
HIGHWAYS

Traveller Encampments
The travellers have now moved off the encampments on the old Lamport Road, next to the houses, and at the bottom of the bypass.  The Clerk had therefore E-mailed Mr Paul Tysoe of the County Highways Department to ask him what action will be taken to ensure the travellers do not return to these sites, such as putting up bunds which have been done in other parts of the County, but no response has yet been received.  It was AGREED to write to him again.

As to the County bringing in a prohibition of driving order, we had now received a reply from Mrs Neal that she would have no objection to an order to prevent any further encampments in the area, provided this did not involve any cost to her and that it was stated clearly that she had complete access at all times to her land.  Paul Johnson also confirmed that he has spoken to John Guilford and Donna and Simon Munns and none of them have any objection, with the same conditions.  It was AGREED to confirm this to Mr Grindley and Mr Tysoe to see if the County will now bring in this order at their expense.

There is also the question of the additional traveller site and we understand the Borough Council is to make a decision soon on a short stay site.

Overhanging Bushes, Rushton Road
The Clerk had been telephoned by one of the landowners, who confirmed that the main problem is from the land owned by the Diocese of Peterborough and gave her the name and address of the local person who manages the land for them.  He also said that there used to be a footpath on the right hand side going out of the town, but this is now totally covered by the bushes.  

It was AGREED to write to Persimmon to see if they would uncover this footpath along its whole length even if not all abuts their land, in the interests of safety.

Highways Representatives Scheme
Copies of the September Rep's Review had been circulated for information, together with details of the Annual Meeting.  We also had a new list of contacts.  Copies of the list of highway schemes had also been circulated, and Councillor Cross said that the resurfacing of Manor Road, Trinity Road and Moorfield Road had started on 3rd October and they hoped to complete this within three weeks.  They will then come and do some dropped kerbs.

Weeds and Litter
Councillor Mrs Talbot reported that there are weeds in the gutters in Leys Avenue, Crispin Street, Cross Street and Littlewood Street.  There is also litter in Crispin Street, Cross Street and Littlewood Street.  It was AGREED to report this.

Road Signs
It was reported that Cransley, Broughton and Loddington have got signs to show drivers they are coming into a village.  However, we do have the vehicle actuated signs and we have suggested the old A6 should be made more part of the town rather than just a through road, to try and slow vehicles down.

72
PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee

We had received notification that the Appeal against the Refusal for three dwellings on land at the rear of 25 Littlewood Street had been received.

The following Refusal had been received:-

KET/2007/0664
Corner of Tresham Street & Castle Hill – Dwelling.

The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2007/0652
Land to rear of 44 Tennyson Road – Bungalow.

KET/2007/0684
28 Scott Avenue – Extension.

The following Applications had been received and our observations were as stated:-

KET/2007/0746
10 Tresham Street – Change of Use to form two living quarters with an 


office.

Object: this would be over-development of this particular site.

KET/2007/0808
Land at 46 Kettering Road – Flat over block of garages.

Object: this would eventually lead to a lack of on-site parking for the adjoining flats and this unit, which would create an obstruction in Evison Road.

KET/2007/0815
15 Wales Street and Land to the Rear – Five houses, one flat.

No objection, provided traditional materials are used, as promised.  It must be ensured that the occupants do not park on the street because of the lack 

of visibility, so we would ask the County Highways Department to make an order prohibiting parking here.

On this Application, it was AGREED to ask Mr Chris Bond of the County Highways Department for his views on the access.

KET/2007/886

Ladywell House, 24 Market Hill – Change of use from offices to three 


retail units.




No objection.

We had also received copy of a County Application to extend the opening hours at Montsaye Community Sports Centre from 10.00 pm to 11.00 pm, and had confirmed that we had no objection to this.  

Core Spatial Strategy
We had received copy of the proposed changes to the Core Spatial Strategy.  Policy 7 has been amended to read: "Planning permission will not be granted for new or expanded Sustainable Urban Extensions development until appropriate solutions to infrastructure constraints have been agreed …"  The Borough Council has now said that they will not agree to development to the east of Kettering until the roads are sorted out.  The Environment Agency has seemed to suggest that development cannot start until the infrastructure is in place, and this will not be until 2015 at the earliest.  Our preferred route for the link from the old A6 to the bypass would be further to the north and we have said we need an alternative east-west road from the old A6 to the east, probably joining up with Rushton Road.  Councillor Jones did not think this had been agreed, and he was concerned about the environmental damage this would cause.  A vote was taken as to whether the town does need an alternative east-west route, and seven Members were in favour with one against.  We may not wish to have a road through a green field site at this time, but it looks as thought there is a likelihood of this after 2015 if the proposed development is expanded to the east.  The Town Council would therefore want the estate roads to be adequate to provide this east-west route from the existing proposal.

Councillor Cross pointed out some anomalies in numbering on the Moorfield Road estate, where No.12 Matson Close has its front door in Moorfield Road, No.53 Moorfield Road has the house entrance in Manor Road but there is also No.53 Manor Road so there is a lot of confusion.  He therefore hoped that when the plans are drawn up we should be sure that the doors are in the correct street.

73
ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Rothwell Cemetery
We had now received a letter from the Burial and Cremation Team Leader confirming what was reported at the last Meeting, that during the A6 Towns Forum Meeting, a programme of improvement for cemeteries was submitted, and provision of water for the top of Rothwell Cemetery was included as an essential item on that list.  He will keep us updated as to any progress on this matter.

Possible Benefits from Developments
Councillor Cross reported that they have now put railings up near the mini roundabout at Greening Road/Desborough Road.  We have asked the County Highways Community Engineer to look at this area to make sure that this roundabout is compatible with the new access to the Health Centre because coming up Greening Road, there is not sufficient visibility to see if any vehicles are coming up Desborough Road.

Councillor Mrs Brown said the Borough Council is discussing the large amount of development proposed for this area and if we had a wish list as to what we would like to happen with the s.106 agreements we should put this forward at this stage.  Two suggestions are CCTV cameras for the Parks and a new Community Centre.

It was MOVED by the Chairman and RESOLVED that we hold a Special Meeting to consider all the items we would like to see.

Pocket Park

The Clerk had been requested to put this on the Agenda so we can consider what work we would like to carry out to the Pocket Park.  Although there are a lot of overgrown bushes and weeds, there is much wildlife in the area which is protected by these.  It was therefore AGREED not to do any work at this time.

Day Nursery
A resident had contacted the Clerk and several Members about possible premises to open a day nursery because she had been informed by the Borough Planners that she was unlikely to get Permission to run this from any residential property.  Councillor Jones had asked if it was possible to have this at the United Reformed Church because the Manse is empty, but apparently they want to retain this.  

The Trinity Centre
Councillor Mrs Brown reported that it has been decided they will no longer try to refurbish the Trinity Centre but they are going to sell this for a commercial use.  It needs far too much money to be spent on it.  They hope they can perhaps build something in the grounds of the Vicarage.  They are still fund-raising but this will be put towards a new building.

We have not had the further Meeting on the Red Lion Square area of Market Hill yet, as we understand that Mr Robin Matthews has not been able to make much progress on the various issues we discussed.

Nosehill Footpath

We had heard from the Borough Council that this has been strimmed and is now clear.  They will put weed killer down to make sure it stays clear.  The dog mess has been cleaned away and he will inform the Dog Warden.  The Gordon Street end is very bad with litter and it looks as if it is a point where youths gather.  There is not a lot that can be done regarding the footpath from the Community Centre to Hawkins Close, apart perhaps from erecting a sign informing any wheelchair users that there is an alternative route.  It was reported that there are bags of rubbish at the bottom of Manor Park.

Manor Park
Councillor Jones has also received a request from the Citizens Welfare Committee to have a level area in front of the Bowling Green out about 25 metres so that events can be held there safely.  It was AGREED to write to Pia Bellamy and ask if this can be done.

74
MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Licensing Act 2003
Copies of the proposed amendments to the Act were available at this Meeting, but these only show minor changes.  We had also received notice of an application for a Licence for The Old Bakehouse to provide late night refreshment and the sale of alcohol.  The latest closing time was 1.00 am on Friday and Saturday which is in line with the other premises in the town.

Town Council Computer
The Chairman explained that we have made progress on getting onto broadband and it looks as though we will be going from about £400 a year to £500 a year, so this is a small increase.  This would be business based, which means they charge more than residential but we will be paying less for the actual phone calls.

It was MOVED by Councillor Spendlove, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Talbot and RESOLVED that the Town Council does proceed to go onto broadband and updating the computer.

Miscellaneous

Copies of the letter from the County Chief Executive on the current consultation had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was AGREED to leave it to individual Councillors to respond if they wish to.  Copies of the Standards Board Bulletin had been circulated prior to this Meeting, for information.

We had received a letter and details of the  Historic Buildings Grants scheme from the Borough Council.  It was AGREED to pass this to the Rothwell Preservation Trust.

The Clerk had spoken to the Manager of the Alfred East Gallery about the Public Catalogue Foundation who had met the Co-ordinator of this scheme.  It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Whitlam and RESOLVED that we do not participate in this scheme.

75
FINANCIAL REPORT
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by councillor Whitlam, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Brown and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee




Service or Goods


Amount

Mrs C E Mackay


Clerk's Salary



£445.51

British Telecom


Phone Bill



  £98.99

Cash




Petty Cash



  £30.00

The Meeting closed at 10.00 pm










Chairman
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