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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL

A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 13th November 2007 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor N A Matthew

Chairman
Councillor C W Cross

Councillor A E Howe

Councillor D W Jones

Councillor A J Mills

Councillor A C Pote

Councillor M W Spendlove

Councillor K D Sumpter

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot

Councillor K R Unger

76
PRAYERS
Before the business of the Council commenced, the Revd Canon George Burgon said Prayers, including for the troubled areas of the world, our Police Force and the work they do, and for those residents who have died since the last Meeting.

77
APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillors Mrs Brown and Whitlam.

78
COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
Sgt Tony Hopkins and PCSO Jason Parish were present at the Meeting, and they went through the crime figures.  There were two thefts from motor vehicles, but these were items from unsecured cars and it is recommended that people do not leave items on view, including their sat navs.  There were 46 other crimes, including two offences against Police Officers which have been dealt with.  There were 10 drive-offs from the Rothwell service station, of which two are being investigated and three are undetected, but five of these have been cancelled.  

On the weekend of 25th/26th October there was a fireworks incident, but the feedback is that the whole weekend was policed well and there were fewer incidents than previously.

PCSO Parish has been looking at the Greening Road Park and asked if there could be a CCTV camera there.  The Town Council will request this and has already asked for better lighting when the play area is refurbished.  The Police will implement the polite parking notices again.  It is taking a little while for the team to look at the Community Centre, because there is to be a new Crime Prevention Officer.  It was reported that the travellers have returned to the old Lamport Road, but this is being dealt with by the County Traveller Unit.  It is hoped that when we get the new sites at Corby and Desborough, this will increase the Police powers to move travellers on.  

The Chairman had some photographs of bad parking incidents, including the ice cream van on the zigzags to visit the bookmakers.  We have heard that the Chief Constable is not happy for the police to deal with parking incidents, but Sgt Hopkins felt this was serious enough to be dealt with.  Councillor Sumpter has spoken to the gentlemen at Simon Karl who  parks in the bus stop daily, but he is still doing this.  

Police Questions from the Public
(a)
Greening Road Park:  a resident has been campaigning for a CCTV camera and spoke to one of the PCSOs about this.  He wondered whether they have changed their routes to monitor this Park more often in the afternoons, because there is still a lot of broken glass there, and empty bottles of strong alcohol in the bins.  PCSO Parish visits at lunchtimes but has not seen any young people drinking there.  They also visit at night but they have not yet caught anyone.  Inspector Aistrop had a letter from Montsaye that only a small number of pupils are allowed out at lunchtime and this is a matter for the Governors.  However PCSO Parish will be visiting the school regularly and he will ask a member of staff to accompany him to the park.

(b)
Gala Evening:  the Chairman referred to our Gala at 6.00 pm on 7th December as we are a little anxious about this after the trouble at Rowell Fair, so we are keen to have a good Police presence especially at the end when the stalls are being taken down.  Councillor Jones said the tree outside the Methodist Church is being trimmed at 8.30 am on Friday and the tree surgeon will be coning this off, but people do park here so if there is an Officer around perhaps he could check the situation.

79
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

(1)
Greening Road Park: the resident reported that he spoke to Karen Russell and sent photographs of glass found within a few minutes.  He has also spoken to Philip Hollobone MP who suggested he ask the Borough Councillors to take this forward in terms of providing CCTV cameras.  PCSO Jayne Breeze said the Police also want this.  

He has over 200 signatures on a petition and he would like to work with a Member of he Town Council to move this on.  When they carry out the refurbishment next year they will remove the bark but there is no point in doing this unless there is some protection.  It was explained contact could be made on the Website and there is an E-mail number for the Town Council.  There are now three Borough Councillors for Rothwell instead of four and they cover the whole town.  The CCTV cameras are very expensive but perhaps we could borrow one of the small Police cameras at this stage.  

(2)
Planning Application for 26 Crispin Street:  several residents were present to put forward their concerns about the proposal for 11-13 flats instead of a bungalow at 26 Crispin Street and handed over a copy of their letter.  The Town Council's observations objecting to this proposal were read to the Meeting.  The residents have also submitted their own comments direct to the Borough Council.  The problem with the drains also affects residents in Churchill Close and other streets.  The residents were happy that the Town Council was supporting their objection.  

Some of the Councillors have also visited the area.  This is not a typical brown field site but is a smart and tidy house which it is proposed to over-develop.  Councillor Spendlove said we have not seen a proper plan but we did feel able to respond.  It was also recommended the residents appoint a spokesperson who can address the Planning Committee for three minutes, but the Borough needs to be notified about this.  Objectors should be informed of the date of the relevant Meeting, and the Town Council usually gets a copy of the report if the recommendation is opposite to what we wanted.  

80
MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Mills and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th October 2007 be confirmed and signed.

81
HIGHWAYS

Bridge Street & Other Highway Issues
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 8th November 2007 were available at this Meeting.  The Chairman said we had had an interesting discussion about the various options to improve the traffic situation in the Bridge Street area generally.  We had some copies of the sketch plans referred in the Meeting.  The Chairman had said that if they can do the work for disabled parking spaces, the Town Council might consider raising the funds for the Order.  We are hoping they can combine the Orders together, or at least two of them.  

As to the High Street, there were suggestions of how drivers could be deterred from coming straight through Rothwell.  We could be looking at a substantial amount of funding from the developers and these are suggestions of the sort of work which could be done.  Councillor Mills declared a personal interest as a resident of the High Street, but it was AGREED he could remain at the Meeting and take part in the discussion.  Councillor Jones has advocated for some time to have work done to deter traffic just going through Rothwell so quickly.  Any work would be dependent on the development to the north of the town, so it will be years before this happens and Councillor Unger did not think this would be soon enough.  

The traffic calming in Glendon Road can now proceed because the finance has been received from the ProLogis development.  However, it will be deferred until the new financial year because of the lack of manpower, and the fact that the contract is being re-negotiated.  There is nothing planned for the Rock Hill area although this is where vehicles going out of the town start to speed.  The location of the build-out has been considered very carefully because of the lack of visibility on various parts of Glendon Road.

The sketch plans also showed possible improvements in Fox Street.  We did ask about the Greening Road/Desborough Road roundabout and were informed that there has been a safety audit which states this is safe.  Councillor Cross was still very concerned because of the increase in traffic with the new Health Centre being constructed.  We also raised the request for bus stops at the new Health Centre.  We did previously have a plan showing the amendments to the road there and the Clerk will find this, for information.

We had received a letter from Mr Leighton about the Whole village Approach Scheme, that our proposals were not successful on this occasion but, subject to the funding being available for the next year, he will be developing previous and new scheme ideas in February for assessment.

It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Talbot and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Overhanging Bushes, Rushton Road

The Clerk had received a phone call from Persimmon's Special Projects Manager, that he will inspect the area as they had options on some land, but he did not know if this abuts the road.  He did not think they could trim the bushes on land they do not own, but will come back to us.

Columbus Crescent/Blythe Close

Atkins had written that Columbus Crescent is on the Schemes List, but not part of this year's programme due to budget cuts.  It will be put forward for next year and in the meantime the road will be kept safe and any potholes dealt with.  Blythe Close will also be added to the list.

Norton Street
Atkins have checked the survey data and inspected the footway here, and this does not rank high on the Schemes list but will be monitored.  The Maintenance Engineer will check if any areas need any repairs.

Weed Control
Weedwise had contacted us that the areas we reported have had their additional treatments, as have certain other areas adjacent to the ones listed.  The applications were made on 30th October and the herbicide applied will take between ten and fourteen days to show real signs of working.  Some of these areas had grass on which would have lasted the winter, so it was felt this was worth doing.

Traffic Orders
We had received notification from the County Council that they intend to make the Order for the 20 mph speed limits in Castle Hill, Gladstone Street, Leys Avenue, School Lane, Tresham Street and Victoria Court.  We had also been notified that the Order to close Footpath UH2 from Kettering Road behind Gordon Street has been extended until 5th April 2008 or until the work to which it relates have been completed, whichever is the sooner.

Highways Representatives Scheme
Copies of the October edition of Rep's Review had been circulated, for information.  Members did find the information in this useful.  This edition gave the definition the terms for the highway drainage system, including the fact that a private gully is a drainage pit covered by an open metal grating located adjacent to buildings or in the centre of a yard, and its purpose is to take rain water from buildings and yards associated with buildings.  The responsibility is typically that of the landowner so it is likely that they regard the one by the side of The Blue Bell Inn as being a private gully.

Public Rights of Way
It was reported that footpath UH15 from Jubilee Street to Kettering Road along the side of the Bovis site is still blocked, but this can be useful to get to the bus stop.  We did write to the Bovis Site Manager about this, but never received a response.  It was AGREED to report this to the County Rights of Way Department.

Footpath UH9 from Leys Avenue to Fanny Joyce's Lane suffered some vandalism by young people who had obviously been drinking and they broke down the kissing gate so that the horses got out of the field.  This was sorted out by the Police and a temporary repair carried out.  It was AGREED to ask the Rights of Way Department if this kissing gate can be replaced.

It was also reported that there is still a problem with bridleway UH7 along the side of the A14 eastbound carriageway.  There have been a lot of vehicles coming off onto this footpath.  

It was AGREED to report this again to Carillion-URS as they deal with the A14 and Councillor Spendlove can give details of the last accident here.  

Footway Safety
It was reported that the lights in Crown Yard and Coopers Lane are out, and it was AGREED to report this to the Borough Council.  

There are still a lot of leaves which have not been cleared up yet and two residents have slipped on the footway outside the Co-op Store.  It was AGREED to report this.

Traveller Encampments
There are more travellers on the old Lamport Road and it was AGREED to ask the County Council again if they can put bunds to prevent this, and ask the Borough Council to clear the site.  Councillor Pote has spoken to the County Traveller Unit and Mr Wilkinson said the ones there will move when the new site at Corby is open in the middle of next year and they can be sent there.  The Kettering site should have been open by now but this has been delayed.  The Unit will give notice to the new ones, but the others will be left.

82
PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
Councillor Spendlove reported that we had received a letter from the Borough Council that the way Planning Applications are submitted is changing and there will be national forms which will end any discrepancies.

Application KET/2007/0343 in respect of a change of use of land at 20 Davis Close from amenity to residential had been withdrawn.  The following Refusal had been received:-

KET/2007/0804
Land to rear of 40 Kettering Road – Detached dwelling.

The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2007/0093
Market House, Market Hill - Repairs to internal rainwater system and 


removal of dry rot infested wood block floor.

KET/2007/0746
10 Tresham Street – Conversion of storage building to office and living 


area with link to existing house by walkway.

KET/20070799
Land to the rear of 19-21 Leys Avenue – Two dwellings.

KET/2007/0816
75 Greening Road – Extensions.

The following Applications had been received and dealt with by the Planning Referee:-

KET/2007/0847
1-5 High Street – Three condensing units.




No objection.

KET/2007/0872
10 Oxford Street – Rear extensions and roof change.




No objection.

KET/2007/0916
3 Adams Drive – Extension.




No objection.

KET/2007/0921
The Heritage Centre, 14 Bridge Street – Conversion of outbuildings to 


form art/crafts workshops. 




No objection.

KET/2007/0935
39 Littlewood Street – Extensions.




No objection.

KET/2007/0957
26 Crispin Street – Outline to demolish bungalow and erect flats.

Objection because this is over-development of the site, on a busy residential junction.  There have been serious problems with the sewage and surface water systems, including foul water in the basements and street, so this plot is not suitable for additional units unless the systems are completely renewed.

KET/2007/0958
9 Nelson Drive – Extensions.




No objection.

KET/2007/1005
Potters Cottage, 25 Littlewood Street – Two dwellings.




No objection.

The following Applications had just been received and the Planning Referee wished to consult other Members.  The Town Council's observations were AGREED as stated:-

KET/2007/0966 )
6 The Maltings, Desborough Road – Extension.

KET/2007/0980 )
No objection, provided the materials used do exactly match the existing.
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ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Town Centre Partnership
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 22nd October 2007 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was MOVED by the Chairman and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.  The Clerk explained that the notice for the next Meeting should have said that this will be held on Wednesday, 5th December.

The Chairman said there will be new Christmas lights on the trees next to the Red Lion Inn, which the Partnership is contributing to the Gala Committee.  

Possible Benefits from Developments
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 29th October 2007 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  Our suggestions have been submitted to the Borough Council and are now being considered by them and the County Council.  The Clerk had explained that these items are not in any particular order of priority.

Councillor Howe was omitted from the list of Members present.  Subject to his name being added, it was MOVED by Councillor Howe, SECONDED by Councillor Unger and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Gala Committee
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 15th October had been circulated prior to this Meeting, but the Report for the one on 9th November was not yet prepared.  We have asked the Borough Council to let us have a price for a further three brackets, and they have taken down the one from William H Brown as a pattern.  It was MOVED by Councillor Mills, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Talbot and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 15th October 2007 be confirmed and signed.

Bus Services
Copies of the Report of the joint Meeting with Desborough Town Council held on 8th November 2007 were available at this Meeting.  We are to ask Tony Cox, the Managing Director of Stagecoach to discuss the four points listed in the Report and to ask Primary Asset about the bus stops for the new Medical Centre.  It was felt this was a productive Meeting between the two Town Councils.  

Councillor Spendlove thought it was interesting that Stagecoach have taken the rail franchise and then cut the services.  The Kettering Rail Users Association is dealing with this.  Councillor Pote understood that Market Harborough is now to be the main station in the area, with Kettering being downgraded as a suburban service.

It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Talbot and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

Former Sewage Treatment Works
The Clerk had received a letter from Anglian Water that they are awaiting decisions on proposals for the major developments around Kettering, Rothwell and Desborough, when they will be able to decide if they will retain this site.  They have operational assets within the former treatment works which are secure and inspected regularly.  They also respond to any calls from customers who identify break-ins.  Securing the site would be costly and is subject to their prioritisation system.  They have completed a risk assessment to anyone entering the site and are satisfied there is no immediate danger.  This included grass cutting with a banksman to ensure there are no significant open holes or chambers.  Should any illegal encampments be made within the grounds, they would be responsible as landowners to gain an eviction.  There is a small amount of asbestos cement sheeting on the site, but this has been bagged and is safely and securely stored whilst they commission a licensed contractor to remove and dispose of it.

Greening Road Park

Pia Bellamy, the Borough Asset Development Manager confirmed she had been informed of the issues raised at the last Meeting and the local resident has been included on a database ready for the consultation stage, should they be successful in the funding bid.  Councillor Mrs Brown has been informed of the action which might be taken in the short term.

Manor Park
The Asset Development Manager feels that this Park should be looked at as a whole instead of piecemeal, but this will depend on their capacity to add other projects to an already very heavy workload.  At present they have four proposals to consider as follows:-

1. Illuminated footpath from Squires Hill to Gordon Street (possible s.106)

2. Restoration of the mediaeval fish ponds (Rothwell Preservation Trust)

3. Level area in front of bowling green for events (Citizens Welfare Committee)

4. Boundary fencing as a health  safety issue (Kettering Borough Council)

Their priority is No.4 which may result in the removal of some fencing as the risk of leaving it in place does raise serious health and safety concerns.  They currently do not have any funding to replace the fencing.  She would be happy to attend a Site Meeting with Mr Ham Young to look at the problem areas.  It was AGREED to have a Site Meeting with them.

Councillor Pote said that if we want additional items for Rothwell, it might be that the only way to get them is to raise a precept.  We do get the Ward Grants from the Borough and County Councils to spend in the town, but these are not very much.  The funding from the Government is insufficient to run the services in the County.  It was mentioned that there is also the possibility of s.106 funds.

84
MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Town Mayor
There were ten Members present, which it had previously been agreed should be here to consider the suggestion of changing the title of Chairman to Town Mayor.  Councillor Pote had suggested this should be done as he thought a Town Mayor had precedence over a Chairman, and it would signify that this is an important town.  Councillor Jones did not agree, and said when the Chairman of Market Harborough District Council goes to a function, he does not need the title of a Mayor to prove their worth.  He has been Chairman twice, in 1983 and 1996, and was happy with this.  Councillor Mrs Talbot, as Vice-Chairman, would like to retain the title of Chairman as Rothwell has not got any historical connections with a Mayor and was previously an Urban District Council.  We did not think there would be any cost involved in changing.  Councillor Cross was Chairman in 1973 when the decision was made and at that time it was decided to continue having a Chairman, and since then our powers have gone down.  The Chairman has found that members of the public do not understand what the Chairman of a Town Council does, but everybody knows that a Mayor is a representative of a community.   

It was MOVED by Councillor Howe, SECONDED by Councillor Jones that the Motion to change the title of Chairman to that of Town Mayor be put to the vote.


In favour of the Motion



4


Against the Motion




5

The Motion was rejected.  The Chairman had decided not to vote on this particular issue.

Market Towns Initiative
Councillor Mrs Talbot has resigned as the Town Council representative on the Market Towns Initiative but she will remain on the Board of Rothwell and Desborough Futures Limited as a member of the community because she is a Non-executive Director.  Councillor Mills is currently our substitute representative and is happy to take over the position.  

It was MOVED by Councillor Spendlove, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Talbot and RESOLVED that Councillor Mills will be our representative on the Market Towns Initiative, with Councillor Cross as our substitute.

Code of Conduct
We had received a letter from the Standards Board for England that they did not appear to have received notice of our adoption of the Code of Conduct.  The Borough Council had sent this on our behalf and will check that it was received.  They referred to paragraph 12(2) which is not mandatory for Parish Councils so we have to expressly opt in.  This refers to the situation where a Member has a prejudicial interest in any issue, but can still attend a Meeting for the purpose of making representations, answering questions or giving evidence relating to the business, provided that the public are also allowed to attend for the same purpose, whether under a statutory right or otherwise.  Councillor Mrs Talbot referred to the recent incident at Desborough Town Council and she felt we should opt in to paragraph 12(2) of the Code of Conduct although it is unlikely that we will need to use this very often.

It was MOVED by Councillor Spendlove, SECONDED by Councillor Sumpter and RESOLVED that Rothwell Town Council does opt in to paragraph 12(2).

County Grants
The Clerk had received a letter about the County Strategic Funding Programme for 2008/09 and how to get full details about this, and confirmed that a copy had been passed to the Youth Group.  It was AGREED to put the Youth Group on the Agenda for the next Meeting and to ask Councillor Mrs Brown for a brief report on progress.

January Meeting
The January Meeting is due on the 8th but this would mean the Minutes should be go out early in the New Year.  It was AGREED that we will hold this Meeting on 15th January 2008 instead.

85
FINANCIAL REPORT

General Statement
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Spendlove and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee




Service or Goods



Amount
NRG Group (Paid 16.10.07)

Photocopier Maintenance


  £26.91

Mrs C E Mackay


Clerk's Salary




£445.50

BDO Stoy Hayward


Audit Fee




£158.63

RBL Poppy Appeal


Wreath for Remembrance Sunday

  £18.00

Cash




Petty Cash




  £30.00

We had been contacted by Yellow Pages to see if the Town Council wanted to renew its entry for 2008/09 at a cost of £79.90 including VAT.  At present this is under the heading of Local Government, and the Clerk asked if it is likely more people will find our telephone number, E-mail address and Website under Councils.  It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Pote and RESOLVED to renew our entry and to have this under Councils.

Completion of Audit
The Notice of Conclusion of Audit has been received, and the only matter for consideration is that of the Fidelity Guarantee.  It was MOVED by Councillor Howe, SECONDED by Councillor Sumpter and RESOLVED to note the audit has been completed and to refer the issue of the Fidelity Guarantee to our Internal Auditor.

The Meeting closed at 9.30 pm.










Chairman









Date
