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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL

A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 11th December 2007 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor N A Matthew

Chairman
Councillor Mrs C M Brown

Councillor C W Cross

Councillor A E Howe

Councillor D W Jones

Councillor A J Mills

Councillor A C Pote

Councillor M W Spendlove

Councillor K D Sumpter

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot

Councillor A Whitlam

86
PRAYERS
Before the business of the Meeting commenced, the Revd Canon George Burgon said Prayers, and included the schools in the town and everyone who works in them, peace in this country and abroad particularly today for Algeria, and those residents who have died since the last Meeting.

87
APOLOGIES
An apology had been received from Councillor Unger.

88
COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
Sgt Hopkins had asked for a breakdown of the crimes, but they have only given him these for October.  Last month there were three burglary dwelling offices, and two thefts from motor vehicles which were the logos.  There was an incident in the High Street at 5.00 pm one evening, with criminal damage and drunkenness, and this seems to be part of the youth problem so they are targeting young people who seem determined to cause problems.  They are working with the Anti-social Behaviour Unit on this.  Most of these young people are known to Social Services.  There was damage at the United Reformed Church.  Metal thefts are still causing problems in the area.  A hay barn was set alight at Woodfield Farm but they do not know if this was done by someone from Rothwell or the wider area.  As to the crimes at the service station on the A14, the pumps are now pre-payment ones so hopefully this will assist.  The Traffic Warden was out here last month and they will be trying to get him out here more often now.  

He has had some new parking warning cards printed for the PCSOs to put on vehicles, and he had examples of these.  Two weeks ago, Officers visited every Parish in the area to find out people's priorities and the first was speeding and the second anti-social behaviour.  Sgt Hopkins is now speed gun trained so he will also be doing this.  A sign has been ordered to inform people this has been requested by the community and there will be some advertising of this scheme.

The had thirteen Officers on duty for the Gala Evening the previous Friday and the Chairman confirmed we were very pleased to see this number, as it did ensure people could enjoy it.

He referred to the report he has received from the County Traveller Unit about the new illegal encampments in Harrington Road, and he suggested we ask the Unit for a copy of their weekly report.  They are happy for the Holland family to stay;  those on the old Lamport Road have an ongoing application for housing whilst waiting for the Corby site to be built.  It was reported that the travellers are also back next to the houses on the left-hand side as you come into the town.  These are the same people who were there previously and caused a lot of problems and nuisance for local residents.

It was reported that a resident was knocked off his bicycle by a lorry coming out of the Esso Garage which forced him onto the A14.  The details were passed to Sgt Hopkins.  The farmer also has problems getting in and out because of lorries parking here but the Police are not sure what they can do about this area.  A lot of people are still parking on the zigzags for the zebra crossing by Simon Karl.  This does obstruct visibility for people trying to cross the street.  Some Police Officers were seen driving through Rothwell past cars which were parked illegally and Sgt Hopkins was asked to instruct them to stop if they see this.  Problems are being caused by young people gathering outside the shop at the junction of Evison Road and Harrington Road, and they are often smoking there although it is not known where they get the cigarettes from.    

Councillor Jones referred to the article in the Evening Telegraph about the 41% increase in crime in Rothwell and Sgt Hopkins explained that most of this is because of the drive-offs.  Councillor Mrs Talbot thanked Sgt Hopkins for the visit by the Police to the Community Centre when there was a nuisance there from young people .  We do feel there needs to be more lighting here.

89
MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Sumpter and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th November 2007 be confirmed and signed.

As to Greening Road Park, Councillor Mrs Brown reported that she did contact the Borough Environmental Health Department and the bark chippings under the play equipment have been sieved to make sure there is nothing like glass there.  When this is re-surfaced the problem will be solved but it is hoped that now it is dark there will be less of a problem.

90
HIGHWAYS

Parking & Highways Issues
Since the Agenda was prepared, we have received a long letter from Max Andrews, the County Assistant Highways Engineer, about the various issues discussed at the recent Meeting with him and Andrew Leighton.  Copies of the letter were available at this Meeting.  On parking in Bridge Street, he felt the most feasible option is to remove one or two parking spaces by the Taste of India.  The cost of the order for this would be in the region of £3,500 although this could be combined with the disabled parking in Market Hill so this would cover both works.  We should contact Andrew Leighton about this.  They do not feel it would be desirable to have a one-way system for Market Hill Square and gave their reasons for this.  They suggested they could perhaps have a give-way system at the top of the Square, although they felt this could also have a negative impact on the aesthetically pleasing appearance of this part of the town.  He also confirmed that parking enforcement within the Borough of Kettering will is the responsibility of the Police, and as such there would be no surplus finance generated to fund amendments to existing parking restrictions.

The Town Council felt markings at the top of Market Hill Square would cause more problems if it gave the impression that both accesses were two way.  It is quite likely there was never a legal order for the original one-way system, but it was just done by the local Surveyor.

The Clerk had also received a telephone call from Castlecare Homes in the Manor House that they are still having major problems with people parking on the narrow part of Squires Hill.  This was considered some years ago and agreement was reached with the County, but there were strong objections from the Chamber of Trade and some local businesses, so the County would not proceed in case this incurred the substantial costs of an enquiry.  

The Chairman is concerned that there is no funding for these matters, and perhaps we should look at raising this ourselves.  Councillor Pote said that if £3,500 will cover both the parking in Bridge Street and the disabled parking spaces, he would be prepared to pay for this out of his County Councillor's Ward Grant.  He has spent about £6,500 on a bus shelter so he does have some funding left.  He is also trying to get the old lamps back on the gates of Manor Park but there is next year's Initiative Grant as well.

It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Talbot and RESOLVED that the County Councillor's Ward Grant should be used for the parking improvements, subject to this being approved by the County.  It was confirmed that the Town Council wants two parking spaces removed from Bridge Street, near the Taste of India, and four disabled parking spaces in the part of Market Hill near the Red Lion and we will ask the County to prepare the plans and confirm the cost will be £3,500.

As to the parking in Squires Hill, we will arrange a Site Meeting there, with representatives from the County Highways Department and Castlecare Homes.

Highways Representatives Scheme
Copies of the November edition of Rep's Review had been circulated, for information.

Highways Maintenance
The following items were reported as needing attention:-

1. the one-way sign on the right-hand side of Leys Avenue going up has been hit by a vehicle and needs to be straightened.

2. the middle light on the bottom Church Walk footpath is not working

3. the Borough is putting bollards up in Elizabeth Road where the alley goes through to Evison Road and the residents have had a letter from them about this.  They feel there could be problems with emergency vehicles.  Councillor Pote will contact Sarah Gilbert at the Borough about this.

4. at the Rushton Road end of the alley to Cross Street, there is a lamp which is only half lit.

Travellers Encampments
We are already to ask the County Traveller Unit if we can have copies of the weekly updates and it was AGREED to also enquire what they are doing about the ones who have come back next to the houses in Harrington Road, and the travellers on the old Lamport Road.

Footpath from Dempsey Drive
Councillor Pote had made enquiries with Max Andrews of the County Highways Department about the footpath from Dempsey Drive to Glendon Road and providing a barrier there to stop people going straight out onto that busy road.  This is not adopted as public highway and not registered as a public right of way, so the County is not able to implement a scheme, although Mr Andrews does agree that a pedestrian guard-rail and a couple of bollards would have been useful.  The landowner would be the most obvious contact, so Councillor Pote has suggested they get in touch with Persimmon Homes.

91
PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
Councillor Spendlove reported that we had received a copy of the Inspector's decision on the appeal against Refusal of permission for a dwelling on the garden of 62/64 Stanley Street, which showed that this had been refused.   Application KET/2007/0677 for a general storage building at Slade Valley House, Orton Road had been withdrawn.

The following Refusal had been received:-

KET/2007/0847
Ram's Supermarket – 3 Outside Condensing Units.
 

The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2007/0169
Groococks Factory, Gordon Street – Part demolition and conversions to 


form 20 apartments and new build development to form 17 apartments.

KET/2007/0886
Ladywell House, 24 Market Hill – 2 Retail Units.

KET/2007/0872
10 Oxford Street – Extension and roof change.

KET/2007/0916
3 Adams Drive – Extension.

KET/2007.0921
The Heritage Centre, 14 Bridge Street – Outbuildings to workshops.

KET/2007/0935
39 Littlewood Street – Extensions.

KET/2007/0958
9 Nelson Drive – Extensions.

The following Applications had been received and dealt with by the Planning Referee.  The Chairman declared an Interest on Nos. 1046 and 1097 as he works for the company which owns Lloydspharmacy, which is the applicant. 

KET/2007/1046
New Medical Centre, Desborough Road – Signs with two internally 


illuminated fascia panels. 





No objection.

KET/20071096
68A Rushton Road – Garage conversion.




No objection.

KET/2007/1097
New Medical Centre, Desborough Road – Condenser Units to rear wall.




No objection.

KET/2007/1106
The Woodlands Hospital, Rothwell Road, Kettering – Door and ramp.


No objection.

KET/2007/1109
3 Bridge Street – Satellite Dish.




Object: we are concerned about the clearance of the trees and the visual 


impact on adjoining residential properties.

We had received amended plans for the Children's Centre at Rothwell Victoria Infant School, and had submitted the following observations:  Rothwell Town Council feels that the amended plans for this development are an improvement on the original plans, although we would still be concerned about the mix of pedestrians (particularly children) and vehicles in this area.  There is also some inaccuracy in the School Travel Plan, especially as to the projected future growth in Rothwell.

It was reported that there are now traffic lights by the new Medical Centre, but there is no indication of what they are doing with the road.  The plan which was attached to the Planning Application was available at this Meeting, but this does not show traffic lights or any bus stops.

It was confirmed that the proposed development at Wales Street had received Planning Permission.  The two cottages at the rear of 33/35 High Street have been on the market for some time but have not yet been sold.  The windows were broken and are now boarded up. 
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ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Gala Evening & Christmas Lights
Copies of the Reports of the Meetings of the Rothwell Gala Committee Meetings held on 9th November and 4th December 2007 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Pote and RESOLVED that the Reports be approved and adopted.

This event did go very well.  The Chairman expressed his thanks to everyone who helped.  He escorted the Deputy Mayor of Kettering and the Deputy Chairman of the County Council, together with Philip Hollobone MP.  They were impressed and spent some time going round the stalls, and also visited the Christmas Tree Festival in the Parish Church, and enjoyed themselves very much.

As to the Desborough stalls, the Clerk has not yet replied about this as she understood a decision not to purchase them was made without all the relevant information.  It was reported that the Fair Society might be prepared to buy these, and Mr Dines and Councillor Spendlove are looking at this issue.

The Borough Council has been able to get four more brackets made and these will cost £75 each, and about £25 to put each one up.  We also have one more spare one which was taken off the premises of William H Brown as a pattern.  As these can also be used for the hanging baskets in summer, it was AGREED that the Rothwell In Bloom Committee will pay half the costs.

Town Centre Partnership
Copies of the Report of the Partnership Meeting held on 5th December 2007 were available at this Meeting.  It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Talbot and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted.

The was the first Meeting since the tree in front of the Methodist Church was pruned, and Members felt this was very good.  The Partnership is now to have three more trimmed, namely those at the back of the Market House, outside Allan's and by the Chinese Takeaway.

Areas of Investment in Rothwell
Copies of the response received from the Borough Council to our list of items we would like to see funded by developer contributions had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  This dealt with the following maintenance issues which they felt could be addressed anyway:-

1.
The alleyway between Harrington Road and Trinity Road: this has been cleaned of dog detritus and rubbish in the bushes.  Litter is constantly being dropped however, and cleansing will be done regularly, as in all black spots.

2.
Litter bin by the new seat in Harrington Road: the concrete base for this has been prepared and is ready for the bin to be installed shortly.

3.
Roundabouts at Junction 4 of the A14: these are now swept on a monthly schedule, but this is a constant problem as people throw cans and containers (e.g. McDonalds) out of their cars after coming off the A14.  Litter patrols are instructed to jump out of their vehicle and pick up such items whenever passing through this area.

4.
Recycling Bins:  these could be moved to the Brachers Allotments access, but when this was done at the time of Rowell Fair, there were complaints from the allotments holders.  Mr Bugby is to write to us with the options for these bins.

Recycling Bins

We had received the letter from Mr Bugby that the bins were returned to the Market Hill Square at the end of Rowell Fair after several allotment holders complained about their location and access problems being caused by them, but the Borough remains willing to move the banks if we wish.  However it is apparent that a number of businesses and residents in the town centre have been using the bring banks because they have little or no room to store recycling containers, and so these bins continue to be well used.  He has asked the Street Cleansing Manager to arrange for the banks to be cleaned to try and improve their appearance.  In the next twelve months they are looking to purchase some specialist storage units, and if the trial of these is successful the Town Council might want to consider them for the Market Hill Square, because they are resistant to vandalism, can be painted any colour and house a standard wheeled bin that can be emptied by the Borough's collection vehicles.  In the longer term, it may be possible to re-site the containers or provide a new facility as part of a new development and he is aware that the Town Council has already considered this option.

It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Jones and RESOLVED to ask the Borough Council to move the banks to the access to Brachers Allotments as soon as possible for at least six months to see how well they are used there.  We will need good publicity and a sign in Market hill Square to let people know, and the area will need to be cleaned regularly until residents get used to the new location.

Droué Sign

This has been leaning at an angle for some time now.  It was AGREED to write to the Twinning Committee and ask if they could arrange to have this sign straightened up.

Rothwell Youth Group
Councillor Mrs Brown reported that they have had a couple of Meetings and are going to sponsor the bicycle refurbishment project which Mr John Garner organises.  To gain more funding you need some projects.  They also plan to have a Festival of Youth at the end of August and want to use the Montsaye facilities for all the organisations to show what they do.  She is arranging for a couple of Saints players to attend, and there will be a trampoline exhibition.  There has been a survey to see what the young people want and some reports back on this.  They also want to see if the Community Centre could be used for a drop-in centre and some screening round the youth shelter in the Park.  PCSO Sam Gell and Nick Garley, a Junior School teacher, and some people from the sports organisations in the town attend the Meetings.

Historic Buildings Grants
We have received further information about these grants but the only building which really could benefit is the Bookmakers and they are not interested.

Library Garden
Councillor Mrs Brown reported that she had organised for this to be cleared using the Probation Service, with her Ward Initiative Grant and Kleen Sweep.  The County would not do this, and the Borough said they could not because it is County Council land.  They intend to get this covered, probably with cobbles in concrete and then have some plants set in these.  She wants to have tubs at the front and is trying to get sponsorship for these.  Councillor Mrs Talbot is assisting with some funding, and she has asked Mr Robin Matthews if he can assist with further monies.  The hand-rail is also to be painted.
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MATTERS OF BUSINESS
Rothwell United Charities
We have been asked to appoint someone to serve on the Rothwell United Charities Committee.  This only meets once a year and the next Meeting is in November 2008.  Mr Peter Weston is the current representative and it is understood he is willing to remain on the Committee.

It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Howe and RESOLVED to ask Mr Peter Weston if he would continue to act as our representative, and perhaps he could inform us of any items which he feels we should be aware of.

Rothwell & Desborough Futures Ltd
Notice of the Annual General Meeting had been circulated prior to this Meeting, and Councillor Mills as our representative will be able to attend.

Kettering Futures
Notification of the Kettering Futures Public Launch and Design Workshops had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  A second workshop will take place in early February 2008, with the date and venue to be confirmed.

Councillor Pote said that there is a lot of money to be spent on Kettering town centre and he is trying to get some of this for Rothwell.  Our Borough Councillors will look at these proposals in due course on behalf of the town.
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FINANCIAL REPORT

General Statement
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Brown and RESOLVED that the statement be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee




Service or Goods


Amount
Mrs C E Mackay


Clerk's Salary



£445.49

H M Revenue & Customs

Tax  N I (3 months)


£442.26

Gala Committee


Grant for Christmas Lights
          £2862.00

Grant and Funding
We had received a letter from Paul Sutton, the Borough Acting Head of Finance, that the grant for 2008/09 is £12,040 and this will be paid on 22nd April 2008.  This is the second year of the approved three-year grant settlement.  He also enclosed a form for the Council to complete, should we wish to levy a precept, and this needs to be completed and returned by 31st January if we want to do this.

The Chairman would like a full discussion on the possibility of raising a precept, firstly for 2008/09 but also we could consider what we want to do the following financial year.  There have been a number of things which have been discussed recently, which we would like to do but we could not because of a lack of finance.  This evening we discussed the parking restrictions which the Borough and County Councils are not prepared to do.  In previous discussions the issue of double taxation has been raised, but if we use any precept for matters which the County and Borough will not fund, this does not really apply.

It was AGREED to put this item on the Agenda for the next Meeting before the item on Highways.

95
RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR
It is with regret that the Chairman has received a letter from Councillor Whitlam that this will be his last Town Council Meeting as he has tendered his resignation.  The Chairman thanked him on behalf of the Town Council for all his work here.

It was AGREED to send the letter to Mr Ian White, the Borough Electoral Services Manager, and he will start the procedure for a new Member of the Town Council.

The meeting closed at 9.35 pm.










Chairman









Date

