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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL

A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 11th September 2007 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor N A Matthew

Chairman
Councillor Mrs C M Brown

Councillor C W Cross

Councillor A E Howe

Councillor A J Mills

Councillor A C Pote

Councillor K D Sumpter

Councillor Mrs M E Talbot

Councillor K R Unger

55
PRAYERS
Before the business of the Council commenced, the Revd Roger Smith said Prayers and referred to the fact that this is the anniversary of 9/11and we should remember the victims and their families.  He also mentioned the community and the work of the various organisations we have here.

56
APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillors Jones, Spendlove and Whitlam.

57
COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
Chief Inspector David Spencer was present as the Area did like members of the senior management to come out and talk to people about issues.  He might not have all the information we need but he can find this out for us.  As to the crime figures for August, there were the following:-


  1 Burglary dwelling

 
  3 thefts of motor vehicles

  
  4 thefts from vehicles


33 other crimes.

There were 278 crimes for the year to date, of which 72 relate to people not paying for their petrol on the A14 and this distorts the figures, especially as the Police now regard this as a crime whereas previously it was a civil matter.  Apart from this, there has been a significant decrease in most categories of crime.  Drug offences did increase from one to six, but this is also confusing because the numbers depend on how hard the Police stop people to try and find drugs.  Rothwell has a low crime rate but this does not mean we will be getting fewer Officers because now they spread them around the area.  

As to the newspaper report about a possible reduction of about 400 Police Officers and replacing some of these with PCSOs, Councillor Pote understood the press reports were misleading as the Chief Constable does not intend to do this.  CI Spencer said his personal view is that there is a review because they foresee that in future years they may not have the finance to continue working the way they are now.  They are looking to be more cost effective.  The review has a number of recommendations and will see what work it is essential for a Police Officer to carry out.  If they lost 400 Police Officers, they would not be able to work effectively.  Councillor Mrs Talbot said we have an excellent local team and the PCSOs do identify with the young people.  However, when you try and report an incident, you are passed on to someone else and you only get an incident number.  For example she recently reported on 08453 700700 some mini motors but no-one said they would come out.  CI Spencer was not pleased to hear this.  This number takes all the calls and when there is a non-emergency report they will pass you to the control room to take the details.  There is now one response centre for Northamptonshire and they can refer everything.  They cannot always come out that day, but this could be passed to the Community Safety Team to deal with when they have time.  Councillor Mrs Brown confirmed there is a problem with the mini motors: she gave a name and address and  a PCSO did come out but did not call in to see her.  There is an outlet in Rothwell selling these bikes and CI Spencer will get Sgt Tony Hopkins to contact Councillor Mrs Brown.  Councillor Pote had given the A6 towns Forum the information that these are being sold here.  These are not legal unless they are taxed and insured.

Councillor Cross had been informed by a resident who had reported a drink and drugs problem in Greening Road Park but the Police have not come back to that resident to update him, although he was promised this would happen.  CI Spencer will also follow this up.  He  confirmed the recent incidents of windows being broken on houses and cars will be in next month's figures.

Police Questions from the Public
(1)
Columbus Crescent Park: some residents of Blythe Close said they are having a lot of problems with youths (say older teenagers) in the area openly smoking drugs, with cars coming down and drugs being passed on.  They have given vehicle numbers to the Police but have been told not to approach the youths although they are there for hours in the evening, from 6.00 pm to about 10.30 pm regularly, and sometimes as late as 3.00 am.  They gather in the swing park so the younger children cannot use this.  CI Spencer said this is exactly the type of problem the Safer Community Teams are dealing with and the PCSOs do work in the evenings.  Councillor Sumpter asked if the Police still have the mobile CCTV cameras, or the Neighbourhood Watch did have one which they would lend out.  Again a patrol car came round and watched the young people but did nothing.  The residents felt the situation had got worse since the bench was put in there.  However, the Town Council has been asked over the years to put seats in, particularly for the elderly.  

(2)
Parking: a resident asked if the senior Police Officers could encourage the junior ones to park more responsibly to set a good example.  CI Spencer said the previous week the Chief Constable sent out a direction to Officers about how they park their vehicles so this is already being done.  The resident had seen cars parked on the dropped kerbs in the town centre, on the zigzags for the zebra crossings and on the pavement to use the cash point from a vehicle.  Cars also obstruct visibility.  It was confirmed the Borough Council has taken responsibility for the de-criminalised parking scheme, but an obstruction is up to the Police.

(3)
Speeding, Glendon Road:  a resident thought the check they did recently was in the wrong direction.  It was a hand-held gun so this would have been used by one of the local Officers, but it was not thought there were any prosecutions.  CI Spencer said the Safer Community Team set priorities each month and speeding is the highest for Rothwell, so he was pleased to hear they were carrying out these checks.  Councillor Pote said there are only about two speed guns in the County so some of the local Borough Councillors are putting part of their Ward grants into purchasing a speed gun for the sole use of the team in this area, and it is hoped this will be operational in two or three months.

(4)
Container lorries:  these are using Glendon Road to go to the Argos warehouse.  It was confirmed there is a weight restriction of 7.5 tonnes on the other end of Glendon Road so lorries should not go through this.  There are only two units occupied at present.  

(5)
Untaxed Vehicles: this is not a high priority for the Police but if an Officer comes across one, they should deal with it.  If it is over a month out of date, the owner gets an automatic fine from the DVLA so this is mainly dealt with by them.  If necessary the vehicles can be taken away and there is then a bigger fine. 

It has been reported to the Police and the DVLA about a red Renault Clio left in the Co-op car park which apparently is private land, but the vehicle is driven daily to Market Harborough.

58
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
(a)
Tommy Nichols Seat:  it was confirmed that this is back in situ, with the original plaque on it.

(b)
Cobbles:  Councillor Mills has looked at these and there are a lot of loose stones., so if we are to retain them they need to be repaired.  The Clerk had received a response from Atkins that they have checked their last safety inspection report, carried out at the beginning of September.  The cobbles in Market Hill were noted and a works order issued and programmed to be repaired within 28 days.  Bridge Street and Bell Hill will be checked at he next safety inspection in early October.

(c)
Drains:  these were all cleaned fairly recently although the one in the Red Lion Square area of Market Hill always has cars parked over it so could not be done.  There is also one by the side of the Blue Bell Inn, but this is on the footpath right up against the side wall, so might be connected with that property.

(d)
Market Hill:  Mr West asked why we were told this was not a highway, and it was explained this is because it is a parking area although it does have highway access over it.

(e)
Former Sewage Works:  a resident said there is flytipping there and this could be hazardous waste.  There are also a lot of beer cans and if some young people are getting in there, it could also be used by travellers.  It was AGREED to write to Anglian Water and ask them to clear the site and secure this.  It was FURTHER AGREED to ask Mr Stopford at the Borough Council to check to see if there is any hazardous waste and get Anglian Water to take this away.

(f)
Road resurfacing:  it was reported that the road and footpath in Blythe Close and Columbus Crescent are in a bad state.  We have asked for these to be inspected and have been told it might be possible to resurface this in the next financial year.  It was AGREED to ask if this is still on the schedule, and if Atkins can include Blythe Close.

(g)
Weed Control:  there are a lot of weeds in the Columbus Crescent estate.  It was AGREED to ask Weed Wise if they could look at this area.

(h)
Footpath:  the path behind the Community Centre into Hawkins Close has a steep camber and could be dangerous for wheelchairs.  It was AGREED to ask if this could be looked at.

59
MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Cross and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th August 2007 be confirmed and signed.

60
HIGHWAYS

Traveller Encampments
Copies of letters from the Borough and County Council regarding this situation had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  The Borough Environmental Services Manager felt that they could not take enforcement action unless residents complained directly about the nuisance they are personally suffering.  

David Grindley, the County Streetworks Manager had confirmed that a prohibition of driving traffic regulation order, if made on the old Lamport Road, would still allow legal access for the respective landowners to drive down there to access their properties.  The applicant would normally pay for the traffic regulation order, but in this particular case his colleague, Paul Tysoe, may be willing to fund this if all the landowners and tenants are in agreement.  In this case the gate could then remain in place.  Following receipt of this letter, the Clerk had written to Mr Johnson to ask if the landowners were in agreement.  He has responded that he will contact most of them, but asked if the Town Council could write to one.  It was AGREED to do this.

It was reported that there is now a fourth traveller encampment on the junction of Harrington Road and the A6 bypass and the caravan is parked on the footpath there.  We had understood that the Traveller Unit were to start legal action against the travellers next to the houses during the week beginning 3rd September.  They had visited the site and not found any human waste.  It was AGREED to contact the CTU to let them know about the fourth encampment and the fact this is blocking the footpath, and to ask if they have started any proceedings.

We do not know if the welfare issues have yet been sorted out for the travellers on the old Lamport Road.  The Chairman felt the real issue was the lack of provision of legal sites, as the CTU are reluctant to act unless there is somewhere else for the travellers to go.  Councillor Pote confirmed this will be discussed at the Borough Council Meeting in October to decide whether or not to provide another site at Desborough.  The finance is ring-fenced for this purpose.  This should be sufficient to cover the Borough's obligation, and it would be a temporary stop-over for about 24 days.  When this is provided the travellers can be made to move off an unauthorised site.

Major Developments/Highways
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 30th August 2007 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was AGREED that the Report be approved and adopted.

The road is being widened for access to the new Health Centre and they are doing a lot of work there.  Councillor Cross wondered if the mini-roundabout at the top of Greening Road will be even worse with the access so close.  It would be a shame if they did not re-align the roundabout while they are doing this work.  It was AGREED to ask Mr Leighton to inspect this area to see if the new works for the access are compatible with the mini-roundabout.

Children's Centre
Members at the Meeting on highways had considered a request from the County Council to withdraw our objection to the site for the children's centre in the light of proposed conditions from the Highways Department.  The Clerk confirmed that an E-mail had been sent back that the various points were considered by a few Members of the Town Council at a recent Committee Meeting, but they were not authorised to alter the decision to object to this application. The Town Council's objection relates to traffic management, and in particular we would want to see a concrete plan to ensure non-car based trips so that vehicles were left in the town centre parking area and visitors walked from there to the Children's Centre. If such a plan was forthcoming, this could be put before the full Town Council at their Meeting on 11th September 2007.  We had not received any further information.

Urban Footpaths
The Clerk had received confirmation that the footpaths from Manor Road to Cogan Crescent, and from Desborough Road to Kingsley Road will be cleared.

Street Adoption
Notification had been received that Sharman Way has now been adopted by the County Council.

Highways Representatives Scheme
Copies of the latest edition of Rep's Review had been circulated, for information.  We have the Annual Parish Questionnaire to complete and the Chairman and Clerk will deal with this.

Nosehill Footpath
It was reported that the path from Gordon Street to the Well Lane Recreation Ground has most of the lights out and is overgrown with stinging nettles.  It was AGREED to report this.

Parking, High Street
It was reported that a local business owner parks in the street inconsiderately, including in the bus stop and it was AGREED to ask him to stop doing this.

Safer Routes to School
We had already been notified about the proposal to have a 20 mph speed limit in the area near the Infant and Junior Schools.  Further plans were available here to show that there are also to be two new uncontrolled crossings in Castle Hill, and in Rushton Road between the junctions with Littlewood street and Cecil Street.  Councillor Pote had also asked them to put the missing signs back on the poles in Bridge Street when they do the signs for the crossings.

Norton Street
It was reported that the footpaths in Norton Street are in a very bad condition, as these were not done when the road was re-surfaced a couple of years ago.  It was AGREED to report this.

Rushton Road
We had reported the overgrown hedges to Street Doctor, and the Clerk had received a response that this had been inspected but the hedges are the responsibility of the adjoining landowners;  no problem was noted if people were driving with due care and attention.  It was AGREED to try and find out who all the landowners are and write to them direct.

Street Nameplates
The Borough Council has ordered the new nameplates for Magellan Close and Bridge Street, and the latter nameplate will be affixed higher on the Nationwide building.

61
PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
In the absence of the Planning Referee and Deputy, the Clerk presented this Report.  We had received notice of two Appeals in connection with the proposal for a house on land adjoining 49 Evison Road, and alterations to 8 Trinity Court.  We had received amended plans for the proposed development at Groocock's Factory, but as there were only very minor alterations no additional observations had been made.

The following Refusals had been received:-

KET/2007/0529
Ram's Supermarket, 105 High Street – Outside compressors.

KET/2007/0579
9 Nelson Drive – Extension and porch.

KET/2007/0611
2 Rose Close – Extensions.

The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2007/0516
Conservative Club, Market Hill – Outside smoking area.

KET/2007/0543
47 Harrington Road – Extensions.

KET/2007/0565
17 Trinity Road – Garage conversion.

KET/2007/0566
9 Gibbons Drive – Front porch and garage.

KET/2007/0569
8 Balfour Drive – Extension.

KET/20070587
27 Tenbury Way – Extensions.

Councillor Jones had dealt with the following Application as Councillor Spendlove had felt it might be considered that he had a personal interest:-                

KET/2007/0677
Slade Valley House, Orton Road – General storage building.




No objection.

Councillor Spendlove had looked at the following Applications and left his recommendations on the Town Council's responses, which were agreed as stated.  The Clerk declared an interest on KET/2007/0799 for two dwellings at the rear of 19-21 Leys Avenue as she lives opposite that site, and the Chairman signed the observation form.

KET/2007/0415
Stonelodge, Rothwell Road, Kettering – Offices and garage.




No objections.      

KET/2007/0799
Land at the rear of 19-21 Leys Avenue – Two dwellings.

No objection, provided the County Highways Dept is satisfied that the extra vehicle movements will not be dangerous for pedestrians and passing traffic.

KET/2007/0804
Land to the rear of 40 Kettering Road – Dwelling.

No objection provided this does not affect the privacy or amenities currently enjoyed by neighbouring properties.

KET/2007/0816
75 Greening Road – Extensions.

Object: we are still concerned that this will protrude too far from the rear building line.

New Water Pipeline
We had received a plan from Anglian Water showing the line of the new water pipeline in this area, and explaining the procedures before work commences.  

Glendon Road
Councillor Mrs Brown referred to the work by 76 Glendon Road to provide dropped kerbs as she was concerned that a vehicle being driven in and out here could be dangerous.  It was confirmed that this had received Planning Permission.

62
RETIREMENT OF COUNCILLOR
Ex-Councillor David Whyte was now present at the Meeting, having retired from the Town Council recently.  Councillor Pote paid tribute to his work for Rothwell over the years, having been on the Town Council from 1983 to 2007, on the Borough Council from 1991 to 2007 and he had been our County Councillor from 2001 to 2005.  Councillor Cross said he has known David Whyte for many years, including at the beginning when he first stood for election to the Town Council, and also paid tribute to him.  Mr Whyte was grateful for their kind words and referred to the fact that when he was first a Town Councillor we were based in the Manor House, then moved to the Crown House for a while before coming here to the Market House.  The Chairman then presented Mr Whyte with an engraved glass goblet.

63
ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Town Centre Partnership
Copies of the Report of the Meeting held on 3rd September 2007 had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  Councillor Pote mentioned the poor attendance by Councillors at this Meeting and he hoped there would be better numbers in future.  Councillor Howe had just returned from holiday and did not receive the letter about the change of date.  The Chairman hoped people would attend Meetings when they could, and send apologies if they are not able to.  If there is a difficulty in attending any of the Committees, we can look at this.

It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by the Chairman and RESOLVED that the Report be confirmed and signed.

Revital-ISE
The Clerk had received a response that they will contact the developer of the Industrial Site, but it might not be possible to incorporate any response into the initial scoping report.  They asked if we would like to comment on any aspect which could benefit the community.  It was AGREED to mention the walk along the stream from the Bovis site to the Columbus Crescent Park, which was specified in the Local Plan but never implemented.

Pocket Park
This is a good area for wildlife but people cannot now walk through the paths because it is so overgrown.  It was AGREED to put this on the Agenda for the next Meeting.

Rothwell Cemetery
Councillor Mrs Talbot had a copy of the programme of improvements for the cemeteries in the Borough.  The screening for the Muslim section has been carried out at Rothwell and there are other items to be done, including provision of water at the top of our cemetery.

Councillor Pote reported that the old Rothwell bier and the stand for the coffins are stored in the cemetery chapel and he has arranged with the Heritage Centre that they will have these on permanent display when they have space.  The Borough will let the Heritage Centre have one of the original gas lamps and standards to put in the garden.  He has also asked the Borough Council to put the old lanterns which used to be on the pillars in Squires Hill back there to improve the lighting in that area.  

Flat in Glendon Road
We had queried why No.13 Glendon Road had had new kitchen and bathroom equipment installed as part of the refurbishment programme, when this had been replaced about a year ago.  We now had a reply that the survey carried out as part of the programme showed that the kitchen fitted during the void period did not meet the required guidelines due to its layout and condition, and therefore the upgrade was agreed and a new design prepared.  There were similar problems with the bathroom which is why this property was included in the programme.

64
MATTERS OF BUSINESS

Town Mayor
As there were not ten Members present, this will be left until the next Meeting.

Licensing Consultation
The Licensing Act is being reviewed and if we wish to make any comments, we need to do this by 11th October 2007.  The Clerk had a letter showing how this can be viewed and will circulate the letter and the table of amendments for the next Meeting.

Town Council IT System
The Chairman had put this on the Agenda, largely because the partnership has discussed the costs of running the Website with Mr Fillingham and they have negotiated a new deal with him which will be less expensive for us and enable us to make changes to the system.  Mr Fillingham has to alter the site so news items can be added more simply.  This does mean that the Town Council will be doing more and the Chairman felt we should look at updating the PC.  He felt that for between £300 and £400 we could replace the base unit which will last for about five years.  He also felt we should be on broadband now which he estimated would cost about £50 and add about £15 a month to the existing telephone bill.  However, this is a business phone line and it would be better to pay on-line but we cannot do direct debits with the Market Harborough Building Society.  It does already cost us more paying for the anti-virus renewal by cheque.  The Clerk explained the printer does not have the capacity to deal with complicated documents with pictures.  

It was MOVED by Councillor Mrs Talbot, SECONDED by Councillor Howe and AGREED that the Chairman should update the computer at the approximate costs be mentioned.

Public Catalogue Foundation
We had received a letter from this organisation which has been established to catalogue oil paintings in public collections and they sent some information and an agreement to be completed if we wanted to be included.  

The Members of the Town Council were not keen on this, but it was AGREED to take the advice of the Manager of the Alfred East Gallery.

Town Council Photograph
This had now been delivered and was on the wall.  Mr Pridmore will do copies for Members if they want this, but he retains the copyright.  It was AGREED to put labels on the back with the names of everyone.  

Gala Committee
It was noted with sadness that Mr Dennis Johnson had died recently.  In addition, Mr Ian Buchanan is moving away from the area shortly, but he will be here for this year's Gala.

Twinning Committee
Councillor Unger is our representative on this Committee and he asked what the procedure was.  The Clerk will check that she has notified the Twinning Committee that he is our new representative.  Councillor Pote wondered if the Twinning Committee could straighten up the Droué sign.

Kettering General Hospital
We had received notification of the General Hospital NHS Trust's Annual General Meeting on 24th September.  No-one was available to attend.

65
FINANCIAL REPORT
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Talbot and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee




Service or Goods



Amount
Mrs C E Mackay


Clerk's Salary




£445.99

H M Revenue & Customs

Tax & N I (3 months)



£442.26

Ian Buchanan



Internal Audit




£125.00

John Pridmore



Town Council Photograph


  £50.00

Cash




Petty Cash




  £20.00

The Meeting closed at 9.00 pm.










Chairman









Date
