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ROTHWELL  TOWN  COUNCIL

A Meeting of Rothwell Town Council was held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 14th August 2007 in the Market House, Market Hill, Rothwell.

PRESENT:

Councillor N A Matthew

Chairman
Councillor C W Cross


Councillor D W Jones

Councillor A J Mills

Councillor A C Pote

Councillor M W Spendlove (8.20 pm)

Councillor K R Unger

45
PRAYERS
Before the business of the Council commenced, the Revd Canon George Burgon said Prayers, and mentioned those residents who have recently died, and everyone who works for the emergency services.

46
APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillors Mrs Brown, Howe and Mrs Talbot, and from Councillor Spendlove who would be joining the Meeting late.

47
COMMUNITY POLICING

General Report
PCSO Sam Gell was present at the Meeting and went through the crime figures for July, a total of 69 as follows:-

Burglary Dwelling - 2

Theft of Motor Vehicles – 2

Theft from Motor Vehicles – 8

Robbery – 0

All Other Crimes – 57.

It was reported that there are cans and broken glass near the goal in Greening Road Park and the top of the slide has been burnt so it is difficult to use this.  Youths congregate there at night from about 8.00 pm to drink, and some are probably under age.  PCSO Gell had requested better lighting  for this area last year and the Borough is to look at this when they refurbish it.  She has spent time in this area and has moved some young people on.  There is not much the Police can do with those who are 18 and over.  People can report such incidents by telephoning the Contact Centre on 08453 700700.  A resident of Kingsley Road had some youths trying to get into her house the previous night at about 10.45 pm.  She did telephone 400400 and not 999 so she was only given an incident number, but no Police Officer has yet attended.  PCSO Gell will talk to this resident.  

The Town Council has discussed having a Dispersal Zone but decided not to go down this route as we do not have a big problem.  We believe that the play equipment in Greening Road will be replaced in the next financial year.  

It was AGREED to write to the Borough Council and ask for an update, to report the damage to the slide and to ask for additional cleaning sessions to pick up any glass or cans.

Speed Watch
Copies of a letter from ACRE had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  If we wanted to proceed we would have to collect 500 signatures and we had considered using this on the approaches to the town, such as Glendon Road.  Councillor Pote had attend the Joint Action Group Meeting recently and Sgt Read asked if the Borough Councillors could put some of their Ward Initiative funding into the purchase of a speed camera.  Our three Borough Councillors will put £200 each in and Councillor Pote will also put some of his County grant in if necessary, but these donations will be subject to the relevant approval.  The Desborough Councillors will also make a contribution and perhaps some from the rural Parishes.  If we do this, our PCSOs can use the speed gun in this area only.  

PCSO Gell confirmed they have had speed gun training although they would need a Police Officer present to actually stop vehicles.  It was always the aim for the Safer Communities Teams to use these cameras.  There would need to be a speed sign near where they operate.  When they look at preventative methods, they can use the equipment on their own to gather information about speeding.  It was felt perhaps there could be a sign that speeding guns are regularly used in a specific area.  The PCSOs will also park in an agreed spot or stand near the vehicle actuated signs.

The Town Council is looking at traffic calming measures in Glendon Road, including a build-out and perhaps we could have a 30 mph sign and speed gun sign.  If we do get the speed gun for the exclusive use of this area, this would supersede the urban Speed Watch scheme.  The Police would cover any maintenance costs so this would not be an ongoing liability.  

It was AGREED to respond to ACRE that we are not in a position to take part in a pilot scheme and we are currently pursuing other options for speed reduction, but we would like to be kept informed of the results of the pilot.  

We have the necessary forms to complete for Speed Watch, but some Members were concerned about possible abuse towards any member of the public taking part in this scheme, although if we did get involved we could patrol a neighbouring Parish and they could come to Rothwell.

Police Questions from the Public
Zebra Crossing, Glendon Road:  a resident said that recently three small girls were trying to cross this road and nearly got run over.  She did not know why there was not a zebra crossing here.  There is no footpath at the end of this road where a footpath comes out.  The traffic calming measures would not do much to slow down vehicles going out of the town, but to get some action there need to be some statistics to prove a crossing is necessary so it is a good idea to report these near misses.  However, visibility is not good in Glendon Road and you need a clear distance for drivers to be able to see.  

It was AGREED to raise this at the next Meeting with Mr Leighton, the County Highways Community Engineer.

48
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
(1)
Seats:  it was confirmed that the Tommy Nichols seat has been taken in for repair by the Borough Council but we do not yet know when it will be returned.  Councillor Jones said this is not the original one but was an old Cemetery seat and is not as robust as the metal ones recently put up by Councillor Pote.  It was AGREED to chase this.

One of the seats in Greening Road Park is also missing, and one on the east side of Market Hill needs repair.  The seat at the bottom of Desborough Road was repaired in situ and was therefore done very quickly.  It was AGREED to ask if this can be done more often.

The seats in Squires Hill are still covered in bird droppings.  It was AGREED to ask if these are being cleaned regularly.

(2)
Bottle Banks:  Mr West reported that all three had been full for nearly three weeks, and he asked if these could be emptied and the items left there be picked up.  It was explained that we understand there is only one contractor in this area who collects glass so the Borough cannot change.

(3)
Cobbles:  the Clerk had reported those by Age Concern, which have been done, and also those by 28 Bridge Street, which have not yet received attention.  There are some near the Co-op and a lot in Bridge Street are loose.  Councillor Mills will look at these.  It was AGREED to report the matter to the Highways Representatives Co-ordinator.

(4)
Bus Shelter, Market Hill:  Councillor Pote has looked into this to see if he can pay for bus shelters in Market Hill from his County Councillor's grant.  He has met Sarah Stevens of Atkins and prepared some notes of this Meeting.  They were looking to have one shelter in front of the Library, and he had hoped to be able to put another on the other side of the road near the Lotus House.  They did look to see if a shelter could be fitted in with all the services in front of the Library and if we have a small one, like that near Fox Street, it should be possible to put this between the tree in front of Allens and the phone box.  At that time he was advised the cost was likely to be £7,000 to £8,000 for two shelters.  However, he is now informed that the cost would be £6,500 to £7,000 per shelter so there could only be one.  Atkins wants £1,000 to carry out a full inspection to see exactly where the services are.  The matter is being progressed and he will report further when he gets the precise cost.

(5)
13 Glendon Road: we have written to ask about the refurbishment of this property but have not yet received a reply.  It was reported that there were recently six vans near the flats in Moorfield Road.

49
MINUTES
It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Pote and RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th July 2007 be confirmed and signed.

50
HIGHWAYS

Traveller Encampments
Copies of the letters from the Borough Council and the Countywide Traveller Unit had been circulated prior to this Meeting, and copies of the letter recently received from the County Highways Department were available here.  The County explained the situation as to the old Lamport Road, and said they felt a prohibition of driving Traffic Regulation Order would be the best way forward, and if this was done the gate, which at the moment is an unlawful obstruction, could remain.

The Clerk had telephoned the Countywide Traveller Unit on three occasions to pass on complaints/information she had received from residents, as follows:-

· the three caravans which were evicted from the field with the balancing pond had only just gone up to road to the verge behind the hedge next to the houses

· these travellers had two terriers which are a nuisance with their barking and not secured properly as they were just tied to a piece of wood and they drag this out and go for other dogs being walked in the area

· these are using the whole area as a toilet

· there was verbal abuse with shouting and swearing at residents – on one occasion the travellers' terriers started a dog barking and the resident was sworn at and told to get her dog to shut up

· one of the male travellers was prowling around the area of the telephone box at the bottom of Moorfield Road at about 1.00 am and seemed to be taking a great interest in the houses in the area of Harrington Road and Moorfield Road.

· these travellers next to the houses were at one time taking electricity from the lamp post.

The Traveller Unit Manager had confirmed that it was the same travellers who had moved from the balancing pond field next to the houses.  He estimated we now had nine caravans but there was a site in Northampton with 13.  Those on the old Lamport Road still have welfare issues but they will be asked to move when these are sorted out.  If told to go, the travellers could move to a more sensitive area such as a recreation ground.  Kettering Borough Council has funding for another site and a suitable area near Desborough has been found – it was confirmed that the Borough is considering having another authorised travellers' site.  As to the comment about one of the travellers prowling around late at night, the Manager said this was an utterly racist comment which the Clerk denied.  He also said he had been informed that there were only girls on the area next to the houses, and one of the mothers lived nearby so they used her facilities.  The following day the Clerk left him a message that she was informed there were definitely men as well as girls there, and they were using the area as a toilet.

It was AGREED to write to Mr Stopford, the Borough Environmental Services Manager about the health risks and the public nuisance with this unauthorised site.

The Chairman was unhappy that the Traveller Unit Manager had said the Clerk was a racist.  It was AGREED that the Chairman would send a letter of complaint to Mr Wilkinson about the comment he made that the Clerk had made utterly racist remarks.

Our residents are becoming very concerned that we have had these travellers in the Harrington Road area for several years now.  The Chairman understood that there were about twenty illegally parked vans in the County at the present time and we have about twelve of these.  The field by the balancing pond now has some boulders to block access.  The County Council are concerned about the insurance implications of this.

Weed Control
The Clerk had received a letter from Weed Wise Limited who carry out the vegetation control for the County Council through W S Atkins.  The exceptional weather conditions this summer has made this difficult but they are managing to keep on top of the situation, although certain problems might arise.  We should inform them directly of any particular areas that require addressing urgently.

The footpath from Manor Road to Cogan Crescent is very overgrown at the Manor Road end, and it was AGREED to inform the Borough Council of this as they are responsible for this alley.

Councillor Spendlove joined the Meeting at 8.20 pm.

New Parking Enforcement Arrangements
A letter had been received from the County Parking Manager with details of the new arrangements, but these do not relate to the Borough of Kettering as they have not joined in the scheme.

Councillor Pote explained that the Borough did not want to do this and instead will have one Traffic Warden and the Police are asked to enforce parking restrictions.  The Borough intends to have generic Wardens who will deal with litter, dog fouling and parking.  They have two at the moment who only operate in Kettering, but they want to increase the number.  The County scheme is being run by National Car Parks but they use the clampers which the Borough felt was too much.  Some Members felt that people are parking anywhere they want to now and this is getting worse.  Our local Police Officer is not keen on putting tickets on.  It was confirmed we will know more about the Borough Scheme in October.

We did ask to extend the double yellow lines in Bridge to remove one parking space from outside the Taste of India where the road starts to narrow, and to have four disabled parking spaces in the Market Hill area.  It was AGREED to write to the Parking Manager that we note that Kettering Borough Council is dealing with its own enforcement, but we need these amendments to the parking arrangements in Rothwell.

Obstruction of Footways
It was reported that there is an elder tree obstructing the footpath outside No.12 Daisybank Avenue.  It was AGREED to report this to the Street Doctor.

It was FURTHER AGREED to chase the trimming of the overgrown hedge and bushes on both sides of Rushton Road from Shotwell Mill Lane to the Farm, as reported at the last Meeting.

Highways Issues
An E-mail had been received from the County Community Engineer that there are three major developments in and around Rothwell which will have effects on the town, so they will be looking for packages of works and contributions to be secured.  The schemes are as follows:-

(1)
Rothwell North Strategic Development Area

(2)
Rothwell South Employment Park

(3)
Harrington Road Housing.

Mr Leighton asked for a Meeting on these matters to see what we would like to do in terms of traffic and transport, as well as pedestrian and cycle paths.  He also has an update on the various issues discussed previously.  It would appear that Rothwell has not been successful in the Whole Village Approach for Glendon Road, but he is in the process of obtaining the £30,000 for traffic calming as part of the s.106 Agreement with Kettering North Business Park.  This is currently with their Legal Department and he will advise us when this is received.

It was AGREED to try and arrange this Meeting for 7.00 pm on either Thursday, 30th August or Monday, 3rd September.  If Mr Leighton feels this is necessary, some Members could meet him earlier for a Site Meeting.

Traffic Regulation Order
The Clerk had received a letter from the County Council that, as part of this year's safer routes to schools programme, they propose to introduce a Traffic Regulation Order restricting speed to 20 mph along the whole lengths of Castle Hill, Gladstone Street, Leys Avenue, School Lane, Tresham Street and Victoria Court.  They want our comments by 6th September 2007.  It was MOVED by Councillor Cross, SECONDED by Councillor Jones and RESOLVED to respond that the Town Council supports any measure to make access to schools safer.

Road Closure
We had received notice that Oxford Street was likely to be closed to traffic between 13th and 20th August 2007 for a new storm sewer connection to be made.

51
PLANNING

Report of the Planning Referee
Councillor Spendlove reported that we had received notification of Appeals against the Refusal of Permission for KET/2006/1042 in respect of a new dwelling on the corner of Stanley Street and Norton Street, and KET/2007/0120 for amendments to KE/04/0120 for a garage on land to the rear of 19 High Street.  Councillor Mills declared an Interest on the latter Appeal.

Application KET/2007/0287 for conversion of the old bakery building at 18 Gordon Street into residential had been withdrawn.  We had asked the Borough Council to support our objection to the proposal for a children's centre at Rothwell Victoria Infant School, but we been notified that their comments had already been submitted that they had no objection to this proposal.

The following Approvals had been received:-

KET/2007/0127
Land adjoining 17 Castle Hill – Dwelling and garage.

KET/2007/0314
91-93 Desborough Road – Detached dwelling to semi-detached houses.

KET/2007/0431
Orchard House, 33 Wales Street – Extension and conservatory.

KET/2007/0432
Rothwell Grange Court – Office accommodation.

KET/2007/045
1
6 Jubilee Street – Extension. 

KET/2007/0479
26 Underwood Road – Extension.

KET/2007/0542
2 Church Close – Flat garage roof to monopitch.

Councillor Jones, the Deputy Planning Referee, had dealt with the following Application as Councillor Spendlove had declared a personal interest:-

KET/2007/0516
Rothwell Conservative Club, Market Hill – Open smoking area.




No objection.

The following Planning Applications had been received and the observations were reported or confirmed as stated:-


KET/2007/0566
9 Gibbons Drive – Front porch and garage.




No objection.                   

KET/2007/0579
9 Nelson Drive – Extension and alterations.





No objection.

KET/2007/0587
27 Tenbury Way – Extensions.




No objection.

KET/2007/0598
Land adjoining 57 Harrington Road – Two semi-detached houses.

Two houses on this site would be over-development and one two-storey dwelling would be more appropriate and would ensure better parking facilities.

KET/2007/0611
2 Rose Close – Extensions.




No objection.       

KET/2007/0652
Land to rear of 44 Tennyson Road – Bungalow.




No objection.

KET/2007/0664
Tresham Street/Castle Hill – Two-storey dwelling.

Rothwell Town Council objects to this proposal as the dwelling would be on a corner plot at the junction of two busy streets near Rothwell Junior School, and the traffic flow here will significantly increase when the flats on the site of the old Rifle Band Club are completed and occupied.  This would be over-development of the site which means there is not sufficient room for off-road parking, and a two-storey building forward of the existing line of the old garages would restrict visibility.  There are two mature and healthy trees next to the site, which it is important to retain as they add to the street scene on the edge of the Conservation Area, and development here would harm these.

KET/2007/0684
28 Scott Avenue - Extension.




No objection.

Councillor Jones asked what was happening to Groococks Factory in Gordon Street, as work has stopped there.  He was told this was because bats have moved in there and they have to wait until these leave.  We do not have any confirmation of this.

Rothwell North Development
Copies of the Retail study had been circulated prior to this Meeting, for information.  The Chairman felt this was to justify the retail units here, which would probably be a convenience store, a fast food takeaway and a pub.

Planning Information Session
The Borough Council is arranging two sessions on planning applications for representatives of Town and Parish Councils and two places are available for each Council.  Councillor Spendlove and the Clerk will be attending that on 3rd October 2007.

Bovis Development
It was reported that Bovis have blocked the footpath at the back of Jubilee Street with a fence across Kettering Road.  It was AGREED to report this to the Site Manager.

52
ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY

Sandbag Distribution
Copies of a letter from the Borough Council had been circulated prior to this Meeting for information. This explained the responsibility for issuing sandbags in severe weather when there is a risk of flooding.  The Borough does not issue these, largely because it would be impossible to deliver to affected areas, and they could never guarantee to have sufficient stocks available.  The responsibility for protecting property and possessions from flood damage rests with the occupants.  Members of the public who need help or advice should contact the Environment Agency floodline or website.

Street Nameplates
It was reported that both the street nameplates for Magellan Close are missing.  In addition there is only half the sign for Bridge Street left on the Nationwide Building Society building.   It was AGREED to report these matters to the Borough Council.

Footpaths
The path between Desborough  Road and Kingsley Road is overgrown in places.  It was AGREED to report this to the Borough Council.

Rothwell Cemetery
Residents have asked for an additional water supply in the new part of Rothwell Cemetery, as this is uphill and it is difficult for elderly residents to carry full cans up there.  It was AGREED to ask for this to be done.  Apparently the watering cans supplied at the Cemetery keep being stolen which is why sometimes there are none there.

Manor Park
It was reported that some residents would like to have Manor Park levelled to make it more user-friendly, especially for events such as the Fete.  It was felt this would need a full archaeological survey because of the ponds and the possibility this was the site for the original Manor House.  This suggestion was noted but it was not felt we should take any action as this is a historic part of Rothwell.

Columbus Crescent Information Signs
We had received draft of the revised information sign.  It was MOVED by Councillor Spendlove, SECONDED by Councillor Pote and RESOLVED that this was now approved.

Continental Market
The Clerk had received an E-mail from Paul Smith of Desborough that their continental market had been arranged by the Town Centre Partnership for several reasons, not least to ensure that all the businesses supported this.  The French traders were organised by Hughmark International who run the Kettering and Desborough markets on behalf of the Borough and he gave the contact details for this company.  However, Hughmark were not in attendance on the day, and Mr Smith had the task of negotiating where they went, the services they needed ( a big bin for refuse) and ensuring the site was clear at the end of the day.  This proved to be easier than he had anticipated.  It was AGREED to pass this matter to the Town Centre Partnership.

Revital-ISE
This is a proposed five-year project focused on making the River Ise catchment a better place for wildlife and for people to live, work and play and includes its main tributaries, the Slade Brook and Swanspool Brook.  We had received brief details and a questionnaire.  It was AGREED to reply that the Town Council is not in a position to participate as we do not own or manage any of the land because this has been devolved to the Borough Council, and suggest they contact them and the proposed developers of the industrial site to the south of the A14.

53
MATTERS OF BUSINESS

County Priorities
Copies of a letter from the County Council about the most important actions they need to take to make Northamptonshire an excellent place to live and work had been circulated prior to this Meeting.  It was AGREED to take no action here.

Association of Local Councils
A survey had been received from the Northamptonshire Association of Local Councils.  As Rothwell is not a Members of the Association, it was AGREED to take no action here.

Town Council Photograph
The Chairman has collected the proofs for approval and one was selected for the official photograph.  Members can order their own copies if they wish to do this.

54
FINANCIAL REPORT
The Clerk submitted a written statement as attached.  It was MOVED by Councillor Pote, SECONDED by Councillor Cross and RESOLVED that the Report be approved and adopted and the following amounts paid:-

Payee




Service or Goods


Amount
NRG Group (Paid 16.7.07)

Photocopier Maintenance

  £40.03

Mrs C E Mackay


Clerk's Salary



£445.50

Cash




Petty Cash



  £20.00

The Meeting closed at 9.55 pm.











Chairman










Date


